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AN OATH FROM GOD 
(1 John 5:6-12  April 25, 1999) 

 
1 John 5:6-12: 
 

This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water 
only, but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because 
the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water 
and the blood; and the three are in agreement. If we receive the testimony of 
men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He 
has testified concerning His Son. The one who believes in the Son of God has 
the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a 
liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given 
concerning His Son. And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have the life. 

 
James Alexander wrote: 
 

At judgment, I heartily believe that some heresies of heart and temper will be 
charged as worse than heavy doctrinal errors.1 

 
If there is one section in the Bible that has caused more uproar, more debate, more 
heresies of heart and temper than verses 7 and 8 of 1 John 5 – I don’t know it. Many 
men and women have said some very harsh things about these verses. It is perhaps 
the most controversial words in Scripture. 
 
Why? 
 
Listen to verses 7 and 8 from these different translations. 
 
The New King James: 
 

For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on 
earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. 

 
The King James reads basically the same. We are now well armed to defend the 
Trinity. Watch out J.W.’s, Mormons and Unitarians. Are the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
one? Do you doubt the Trinity? Here is the verses that proves once and for all the 
Trinity. End of story. 
 
But wait, just listen to what the newer translations have done to this section. They have 
emasculated it. 
 
The New International Version: 
 
1 John 5:7-8: 
                                                
1 Cited in Iain H. Murray, Revival and Revivalism, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1994), p. 335. 
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For there are three that testify, the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement. 

 
The New American Standard reads basically the same. 
 
These versions and others like them cut out the explicit statement that the Father, the 
Son and the Spirit are One! It must be a new age, Satanic force that is behind these 
versions. They deny the Trinity. Those who use them can’t be saved. 
 
Listen to Gail Riplinger whine about these verses: 
 

Scribes … omit the Godhead … the Trinity is taken from its place … This verse 
was omitted 100 years ago by Westcott and Hort’s ‘New’ Greek New Testament 
… Christians sound like cultists … For 100 years the ‘Master Magician’ has 
mesmerized his ‘captive’ audience with this type of legerdemain. His hex 
always sounds EXACTLY the same.2 

 
She goes on to link the NIV and NASB translation with Jehovah’s Witnessess, The 
Way International, Cults, Apostate Christianity, Spiritualists and Lucifer. She calls 
those who use them naïve and deceived.3 
 
Let’s step back a moment. Do I wish that the KJV and NKJV translations were correct? 
You bet I do! It would be marvellous to have a verse like that up our sleeve for the 
cults. Indeed, I have little doubt that it is that reason that led to this verse being inserted 
in the first place. 
 
However, do I believe this translation is accurate? No. No I don’t. As much as I wish it 
were, I cannot bring myself to see it as genuine because the evidence for it is so thin. 
 
The story of how it got into the KJV is a fascinating story. 
 
Throughout the dark ages, the Bible used by the Catholic church was the Latin Vulgate 
of Jerome. In the early 1500’s scholars took a look and decided that to get the best 
and most accurate understanding of the Scriptures they should go back earlier than 
Jerome to the Greek manuscripts in which the New Testament was originally written. 
 
The first cheap and popular edition of the Greek New Testament was that published 
by Erasmus in 1516. In the next few years, debate over his book soon heated up. A 
man called Stunica was the editor of a rival Greek New Testament, the Complutensian 
Polyglot. He attacked Erasmus and pointed out that his New Testament lacked this 
Trinitarian expression in 1 John 5:7. It was in the Vulgate, why didn’t Erasmus put it in 
his Greek New Testament? 
 
Erasmus replied that he did not include it because he could not find a single manuscript 
of the Greek New Testament which contained this expression. In an unguarded 

                                                
2 G.A. Riplinger New Age Bible Versions (Munroe Falls: AV Publications, 1994), pp. 379-380. 
3 G.A. Riplinger New Age Bible Versions (Munroe Falls: AV Publications, 1994), pp. 379-381.  
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moment, Erasmus promised that if a single Greek manuscript could be found that 
contained the passage he would put it in his Greek New Testament. 
 
At length, a Greek manuscript was presented to Erasmus that contained the text. 
Erasmus smelled a rat. This manuscript was brand new. It was not aged like all of the 
others. Scholars then and now were fairly certain that this manuscript had been written 
in Oxford in 1520 by a Franciscan friar named Froy. Froy took the disputed words from 
the Vulgate, translated them into Greek and created a manuscript with these words in 
the text. 
 
Erasmus was mortified. But since he could not prove the deception, he had to keep 
his word and he included the text in the third edition and subsequent editions of his 
Greek New Testament. But, wanted it clear what he thought about this verse So he 
did include a very long footnote outlining his suspicions that this manuscript had been 
prepared expressly to confute him and was not a true indication of what John had 
written. 
 
That manuscript – MS. 61 – is still on display at Trinity College in Dublin. It is amazing. 
Every page is pristine except the page on which is found the text of 1 John 5:7-8. This 
page has been referred to so often that the codex opens to that page by itself. 
 
Some time after Erasmus finished his Greek New Testament, a need for an excellent 
English translation arose. The translators of this Bible, the King James Version, chose 
to use Erasmus’ Greek New Testament as a textual base. It was in this way that these 
verses ended up in the KJV and later the NKJV. 
 
These are excellent translations. I don’t know of a finer piece of literary work in 
existence than the King James. But at this point, 1 John 5:7-8, the translators got it 
wrong. 
 
No Greek manuscript prior to the fourteenth century has these words. None of the 
earliest church fathers quotes them. In all the debates about the Trinity, surely these 
would have been mentioned if they were genuine. None of the most ancient versions 
include them. In fact even the early versions of the Vulgate lack them. 
 
As we sit here today dissecting this verse, it is all very well to reflect with the hindsight 
of history. We have to remember that most of the Greek manuscripts around today 
were not available at that time. In fact Erasmus only had a few late manuscripts at his 
disposal and in parts of his translation, none of the manuscripts were complete. For 
example, he had no Greek version of the last six verses of Revelation at all, so he 
translated from Latin back to Greek to get his text. 
 
This helps explain why in the nineteenth century when many more Greek manuscripts 
were uncovered, that men such as Westcott and Hort were able to correct the 
wonderful early work of men such as Erasmus. And the translations such as the NIV 
and NASB avail themselves of this later scholarship. 
 
Now, please listen up. All of this is not to say any one version is better or worse than 
another. There are many fine translations. I love the KJV. No other translation has 
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approached it in terms of the heights of language and beauty of expression. That is 
why so many still use it today. 
 
However, I do want to say that at this verse, the KJV got it wrong. Much as I wish they 
didn’t – they did. Fortunately, the Trinity does not stand or fall on 1 John 5:7. The 
Scriptures are filled with this truth. You cannot deny this truth. No Christian denies this 
truth. 
 
Enough said on the biggest controversy in this book. So what does this passage 
mean? 
 
The point of this passage is that the assurance of our salvation rests on the testimony 
of the One who declares we are saved. And the validity of such a testimony is only as 
reliable as character of the One who provides the testimony. 
 
This becomes a crucial point in this book. John has said again and again throughout 
this book that our salvation depends on our faith in Jesus Christ the God man. This is 
the truth that John passed on to all believers. 
 
Chapter 2 verse 23: 
 

The one who confesses the Son has the Father also. 
 
Chapter 3 verse 23: 
 

This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Chapter 4 verse 14: 
 

We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. 

 
Then when John began to draw all the threads to a close in chapter 5, he began and 
ended the circle of proofs of salvation with faith in Christ. 
 
Chapter 5 verse 1: 
 

WHOEVER believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God. 
 
Chapter 5 verse 5: 
 

Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God? 

 
Fine! But what proof do we have that Jesus is the Son of God? If that is the key to our 
eternal destiny, just what is our faith founded upon? 
 
In 1993, Charles R. Taylor published a book The Antichrist King – Juan Carlos. In it, 
he made this amazing claim: 
 



 5 

In 1993, the signs are so overwhelming that King Juan Carlos I of Spain is the 
man who is soon to be appointed, acclaimed or crowned king, or even Emperor 
of the Western European revised and revived Roman Empire and become, 
therefore, the Antichrist of the Tribulation period, that I must present for your 
enlightenment and assurance “the preponderance of evidence” that this 
statement is verifiably true.4 

 
So what is this overwhelming evidence, what is the testimony to this assertion? Well, 
here it is. Juan Carlos can trace his lineage to the Habsburg dynasty of Austria, which 
in turn arose out of the old Holy Roman Empire. 
 
Of course Taylor forgets to mention that almost every royal family in Europe has 
connections with the Habsburg’s. 
 
Ah but there is more. Juan Carlos was born in Rome, has visited the Holy Land and 
one of his obscure titles is King of Jerusalem5 (case proved!) 
 
This testimony is so weak, only a fool could even contemplate it. It is based on smoke 
and mirrors and pretty weak smoke and mirrors. 
 
Yet, some would say that our claim that Jesus of Nazareth is God-incarnate who is 
risen from the dead and seated at the right hand of the Father is just as far-fetched. 
 
But that is where the evidence comes in. What is the testimony that backs this claim? 
 
In 1 John 5:6-12, John provides 2 assurances of your salvation: 
 
First, in verses 6-9 he says – You can be assured of your salvation for God has given 
His word. 
 
Look at the calibre of witnesses we have concerning the truth about the Son of God. 
 
Verse 6: 
 

This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water 
only, but with the water and with the blood. 

 
What is this water and blood? A number of explanations have been put forward. Luther 
and Calvin felt these referred to the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Table. 
Augustine felt it referred to the water and blood that flowed from Christ’s side when He 
was pierced by the soldier’s spear. But not only are these references forced, it makes 
no sense to say that Christ came by baptism and the Lord’s Table or Christ came by 
the water and blood from His side. 
 
Another explanation is that coming by water refers to the birth of Christ and coming by 
blood refers to His death. This has much to commend it. But it relies heavily on John 
3:5 where Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
                                                
4 Charles R. Taylor, The Antichrist King—Juan Carlos (Huntington Beach: Today in Bible Prophecy, Inc., 1993), 
p.1. 
5 Timothy J. Dailey, The Millennial Deception (Grand Rapids: Chosen Books, 1995), p. 178. 
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Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

 
In this view, born of water refers to natural birth. While this is possible, born of water 
or coming of water are not phrases that we find in Scripture or outside Scripture 
referring to physical birth. 
 
The most natural way to understand this reference to water and blood is to see it in 
terms of the baptism of Christ and the death of Christ. Water is used many times in 
association with baptism and blood is used repeatedly of death. 
 
His baptism and death bookend Christ’s earthly ministry. Prior to the day that Christ 
was baptised by John, He was an unknown. From the moment of His baptism, He was 
known throughout the length and breadth of Palestine. He was in the public eye until 
the day He was nailed on the tree at Calvary. 
 
Christ came into His public ministry by His baptism. Then at His death He came into 
His present ministry. The risen Saviour who lives and reigns on high who intercedes 
for the saints. 
 
This much seems reasonable. But why did John add – “Jesus Christ [came] not with 
the water only, but with the water and with the blood?” 
 
We need to remember who it was that John was opposing. One brand of the early 
Gnosticism that was developing in the churches of Asia Minor was called Cerinthian 
Gnosticism, named after Cerinthus, a late contemporary of John at Ephesus. He held 
that the man Jesus was the natural son of Joseph and Mary. “The Christ spirit” came 
upon this man at His baptism and empowered His ministry, but “the Christ spirit” left 
Jesus before His crucifixion. 
 
In other words, it was only the man Jesus who died on the cross. “The Christ spirit” 
had already left by the time of the crucifixion. In fact, they taught that the real Christ 
sat in a nearby tree watching and laughing while his substitute died and fooled 
everyone. 
 
So these Gnostics had no trouble accepting that Christ came by the water. They would 
affirm that He came on Jesus at His baptism. But they could never affirm that the One, 
the Saviour, the Christ also came by blood, by death. 
 
To them, Christ was a spirit, He could not die. 
 
But, take away the cross and this is not the faith that saves. As John has repeated 
again and again, the truth is that Jesus is the Christ, born a flesh and blood man who 
died for our sins. 
 
The truth that saves is that the eternal God, who willed everything that is into being, 
who sustains His Creation. This same God who is spirit, took on the form of flesh and 
blood in the womb of a poor teenage Jewess. He went through the indignity of birth 
and childhood. He grew to manhood. But men did not recognise Him as the Creator. 



 7 

Even His family thought Him crazy. They persecuted Him and finally nailed Him to a 
cross amid a hail of scorn and ridicule. And although I live 2,000 years later, my 
temporal life and my eternal soul are dependant upon what I believe concerning this 
crucified criminal. 
 
So how can I or anyone accept this incredible testimony that is framed by His baptism 
and His death? 
 
There is only one way. The end of verse 6: 
 

It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
 
Without the testimony of the Spirit, no one would ever accept the gospel, it is too 
preposterous. It is too impossible for our finite minds to grasp. We would simply 
dismiss it as foolishness on a par with the notion that King Juan Carlos is the Antichrist. 
 
That is why Christ sent His Spirit to testify to us of the truth of the gospel. Jesus said 
as much in John 15:26: 
 

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me. 

 
Our minds are affected by the fall. Spiritual truths appear as the ramblings of insane 
men. We are incapable of wrapping our minds about the gospel and declaring – this 
is truth. 
 
Therefore, the ministry of the Spirit to testify is an absolute necessity if anyone is to be 
saved. He opens our eyes. We can now see truth and error for what they are. And the 
gospel of the crucified God-man becomes more real to us than the rising of the sun. 
 
And we can absolutely trust this inward testimony because the Spirit is truth. God 
cannot lie. His Spirit cannot bear testimony to what is not true. 
 
John then sums up this argument in verses 7 and 8: 
 

For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the 
three are in agreement. 

 
The Holy Spirit is placed first, for the witness of the water and the blood are mute 
without Him. Even though God split the heavens to declare the truth concerning His 
Son at His baptism, without the Holy Spirit, no one would believe this testimony from 
heaven. Even though Christ rose from the dead and appeared to men, they would find 
a way to dismiss it. 
 
Thus the prime witness, the only living witness, indeed the real essential witness is the 
Spirit of God. 
 
But, the water and the blood are not insignificant. They were not only the means of 
Christ’s coming, they also bear powerful testimony as to who He is. For any truth to 
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be accepted, 2 or three witnesses must agree. At the trial of Christ, the witnesses all 
disagreed, yet He was convicted. Here the witnesses all agree. 
 
Turn with me to Mark 1:9-11 where we find the record of the baptism of Christ: 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John 
in the Jordan. Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens 
opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out 
of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” 

 
As Jesus emerged from the water He was greeted with an incredible sight. He looked 
and the heavens were opened. Literally the heavens were ‘ripped asunder.’ 
 
And as the heavens stood torn open, the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descended. 
The descent of the Holy Spirit, is followed by a voice out of heaven. In the life of Christ, 
a voice from the heavens is heard three times. During His baptism, during the 
transfiguration and in the days prior to His crucifixion. The audible blessing of God on 
His Son occurs during the most significant periods of His life – the beginning of His 
ministry, the end of His ministry and when the truth of who He is becomes revealed. 
 
This voice of the Lord from heaven carried an amazing message. “You are My beloved 
Son, in You I am well-pleased.” 
 
This one simple sentence actually contains two statements that both come from well 
known Messianic sections of Scripture. 
 
You are my beloved Son – is derived from Psalm 2:7. This is a Messianic Psalm and 
this verse is quoted often in the New Testament in reference to Christ. Jesus is the 
expected Messianic King who will deliver His people. 
 
In You I am well pleased – is from Isaiah 42:1. This is found in the great section of the 
Songs of the Servant. God is affirming His ministry. 
 
Two references from Scripture both referring to the Messiah. These testimonies to who 
it was who had entered the waters of baptism are found on the lips of none other than 
God the Father. 
 
To deny this is to call God a liar. 
 
Thus, God the Father Himself confirms that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the 
Messiah, at His baptism. 
 
Further testimony is found in His death. The sign above the cross testified that this 
man was the king of the Jews. The criminal crucified next to Him testified that He was 
the king. The darkness that covered the land for three hours testified that He was the 
Christ. The tearing of the veil in the Temple testified that He was the Redeemer.  The 
bodies who came out of the tombs testified that He had power over death. The 
centurion who crucified Him testified saying, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” And 
the final testimony was His resurrection. 
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Romans 1:4 says of Jesus: 
 

Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
This verse literally reads, “[Jesus] was declared WITH POWER, the Son of God.” 
 
The resurrection. The victory over the final great enemy. The triumph over the grave 
is the final testimony that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. 
 
The Spirit, the water and the blood all bear eloquent, irrefutable testimony to the 
gospel. And these three all agree – Jesus is the Christ, the God-man, the Saviour. 
 
Your salvation is based purely upon your faith in Jesus. If you ever question the basis 
of your faith – you have to question these three witnesses. 
 
You have to deny the testimony of the Holy Spirit of truth who cannot lie. 
 
You have to deny the testimony of the baptism of Christ where God the Father affirmed 
the truth of who He is from the heavens. 
 
You have to deny the testimony of His miraculous death and resurrection. You have 
to argue with the undeniable testimony of the empty grave and the risen Christ. 
 
Your salvation is not based on hope, supposition or chance. It is based on the 
testimony of God Himself as manifest in His Spirit, the miraculous baptism and the 
miraculous death. 
 
That is why John can with every confidence add verse 9: 
 

If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the 
testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son. 

 
Every one of us has a choice. We can receive the testimony of men or of God. 
 
The testimony of men varies greatly. The only common element to the testimony of 
men is that they deny the gospel. 
 
The Carl Sagan’s deny there is a God. 
 
The Bishop Spong’s deny the testimony of the virgin birth, miracles and resurrection 
of Christ. 
 
The Hindu presents a whole new reality with a pantheon of warring gods and 
goddesses. 
 
The Bahai says Christ is one way among many to God. 
 
The doomsday cult teaches that Christ is coming on a spaceship hidden by an asteroid 
for those who commit suicide. 
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Every human voice will have a plethora of adherents. For the spirit of antichrist testifies 
to these lies. They appeal to our reason. Our logic. Our imagination. Our pride. Our 
fears. But, there is no solid evidence. The testimony to them is smoke and mirrors, 
fear and superstition, flawed logic and hope. 
 
But, the testimony of God is greater! Why? For the testimony of God is this, that He 
has testified concerning His Son. 
 
He has testified through His Spirit. He testified at Christ’s baptism by speaking from 
heaven. He testified at the cross and through the resurrection. 
 
Let me put it this way. How else could God testify? What other proof could God provide 
you sitting in these pews today that the gospel He gave concerning His Son is true? 
 
Does God have to split the heavens and speak directly to every person? Does he have 
to create three hours of darkness and empty a few cemeteries at your command? 
 
God has given this testimony concerning Christ. Faithful men have preserved it for us. 
And His Spirit testifies to us this day that it is true. 
 
And what happens when the Spirit opens our eyes to this truth and we trust it? John 
says, that for those men and women, there is a second assurance. It is found in verses 
10-12. 
 
You can be assured of your salvation for God has given His Son. 
 
Have you ever sat back in a warm bath, content with life and allowed your mind to 
wander? Freed from the pressures of how to pay for the mortgage or whether school-
peers are destroying your child’s purity – you finally get another opportunity to think 
about the gospel you have long since trusted. 
 
And the question creeps in. Am I just kidding myself? Is Jesus really God? The virgin 
birth, the transfiguration, the resurrection – are these all true? Or are these merely 
stories to comfort troubled minds? 
 
You weren’t in that cattle enclosure in Bethlehem. You weren’t on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. You weren’t at the empty tomb. How do you know? 
 
In 2 Peter chapter 1, Peter gives His answer to this question. In this chapter, he is 
speaking about his incredible experiences on the Mount of Transfiguration. Then in 
verse 19 he says that the prophetic word, the Bible makes these truths even more 
sure to us than if we were eyewitnesses. 
 
Peter knows that his experience at the Transfiguration was a one off event, even for 
him. He never had the privilege of repeating that that experience concerning the full 
majesty of Christ. He knows that the lot of Christians is to struggle on in this world and 
that we will not have the faith boost of an encounter with the glorified Christ. But, his 
point is that we don’t need it. 
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We don’t need to experience the Transfiguration because we have the word of God 
and the Spirit of God to make those truths live in our heart. We have every reason to 
be certain that the gospel we believe, we cling to, we trust with our very life – this 
gospel is totally true. 
 
John gives his answer in these next three verses. His answer is that we have the 
testimony of the Son within us to make these truths live. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. 
 
Throughout this book, John has spoken of the testimony of God to us. He has spoken 
of this testimony in two ways. 
 
First, the Spirit testifies in tangible ways. You manifest the unnatural love for God and 
your brother. You desire to obey God. You desire to be holy. These abnormal 
characteristics are testimony to the work of the Spirit in your heart. 
 
But the main testimony is an intangible one. Tear off every layer that surrounds your 
heart. Get down to the core. Yes the gospel sounds foolish. Yes there are many 
reasons why you should not accept it. The rational, logical part can’t come to grips 
with the supernatural. Yet, despite all this, the only thing you know for certain is that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is true. 
 
The only way to explain this is the testimony of the Spirit within you. This is what John 
is speaking of here. He describes this faith basically as a circle. 
 

 
 
Basically, it all begins with the Holy Spirit. He testifies to our hearts about Christ. This 
causes us to have faith in Christ. And one of the consequences of this faith is that we 

    SPIRIT
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HAVE fruit. And one of the consequences of this fruit is that we are even more certain 
about the Spirit’s testimony to the faith. 
 
You can’t put this type of faith under the bunsen burner or dissect it or prove it 
mathematically. But, it is as real as the One who testifies. It is backed by the testimony 
of God Himself to our hearts. 
 
BUT: 
 

The one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not 
believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son. 

 
In this world there are only two groups of people. Those who have said ‘Amen’ to the 
testimony of God concerning Christ and those who have outright rejected it. 
 
They call God a liar when He split the heavens at the baptism of Christ and declared 
that Jesus was His beloved Son. 
 
They call God a liar when He raised Christ from the dead with power. 
 
They call God a liar as He sends His Spirit to testify to the validity of Christ. 
 
God gave us His word. He prophesied that Christ would come. Christ came. He 
validated Christ through a series of miracles. He declared with power that He was the 
Son of God on the resurrection. He sent His Spirit to form the church and testify to 
Christ. 2000 years later the Spirit of God is still radically transforming the lives of 
sinners. The church lives to testify of Christ. 
 
Men can either accept that testimony or reject it. To reject it is to call God a liar, a 
perjurer, a false witness to His face. 
 
But for those who accept the testimony of God, God chooses to add further blessings. 
We find these in verses 11 and 12. 
 
Verse 11: 
 

And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. 

 
Once we accept the testimony of God concerning the Son, then we have a basis for 
accepting His testimony that we are saved. 
 
This is crucial. Your salvation is not dependent on your works. None of us would ever 
have any assurance of salvation if it was. Your salvation is not dependent on whether 
you grasp every facet of the gospel. Who could grasp the incarnation or the atonement 
or the resurrection? 
 
No our salvation is only dependent on whether we accept the testimony of God about 
His Son Christ. If we accept what God has to say about Christ, then we must accept 
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the testimony that Christ is the way, the truth and the life. We accept by faith that God 
has given us eternal life. 
 
However, as we said last time – true faith will always lead to good fruit. If there is no 
fruit, then the faith is not from God. 
 
And we accept that this life is in His Son – Jesus. We accept the testimony that there 
is no other way to eternal life than through faith in the Son. 
 
More than that. Verse 12: 
 

He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have the life. 

 
At salvation, a number of miraculous events occur. One of the most incredible is that 
we become fused with Christ. He is in us. He possesses us. And we share in His 
privileges. We rule and reign with Him. We bear His righteousness. 
 
When we accept the testimony of God, we receive the Son. And whoever has the Son, 
has this eternal life. But if you do not accept the testimony of God, you do not have 
the Son and you cannot have this eternal life. 
 
What does all of this mean? 
 
Men and women struggle with the assurance of their salvation. We know ourselves 
better than any other person alive. No one else knows our thought life. No one knows 
our secret sins. No one else knows the dire deeds of our heart. But, we do. 
 
We know our failings, our weaknesses, the times when we just don’t measure up. 
 
That is why Romans 7 resonates so well with us. We echo Paul’s words – O wretched 
man that I am! And we mean every syllable! 
 
Our sins accuse us. Our thoughts denounce us. Our conscience condemns us. 
 
And the child of God feels these assaults very keenly. He comes to the Scriptures and 
reads about holiness and then thinks of his iniquity. He is reminded of the necessity of 
the Spiritual disciplines and ponders all the times he neglected to meet with God. He 
is told the child of God loves and he reflects on every time he failed to love. 
 
And quite naturally the question arises in his heart – am I saved? AM I SAVED? 
 
That little voice whispers – you sinful failure, you hypocrite. But, what our conscience 
is saying to us is this – God will judge you by your actions and your actions just aren’t 
up to scratch. Too bad loser. 
 
But in thinking this way, we deny the testimony of God. God said – trust Me concerning 
My Son and I will give you My Son and you will have this eternal life. 
 
Nothing about works, or meeting a certain standard. 
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We are not saved by works, for all would fail. Instead, we are saved by grace through 
faith. 
 
However, never divorce this truth from John’s point in verses 1-5 of this chapter. 
Although we are saved by grace through faith, true love and true obedience are fruits 
that will naturally flow from true faith. 
 
We know this, yet we still struggle. The way to end the struggle is here in these verses. 
God Himself is the One who has testified to salvation by grace through faith. 
 
Do we believe Him? 
 
Do we believe Him at the baptism of Christ? This is My Beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased. 
 
Do we believe Him at the foot of the darkened cross, the veil torn, and the tombs 
opened? Do we believe the testimony of the empty tomb? 
 
Do we believe the testimony of the Spirit that tells us – Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, the Redeemer – trust Him. 
 
Do we accept this testimony of God or reject it? This is the total ground of our salvation. 
Our eternal life rests on God who cannot lie. And that is why John can add this 
incredible verse. Verse 13: 
 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 
If you believe in the name of the Son of God – then know that eternal life is yours. 
Erase the doubts and live in faith. It is a gift of God – who cannot lie. 


