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TESTS OF LIFE 
(1 John 5:13  May 2, 1999) 

 
James lived a life of disobedience and rebellion. He had tried most sins known to man. 
But, all of this changed when he heard the gospel of grace and trusted Christ. He was 
a changed man. All who knew him marvelled at the transformation. 
 
Four months after his salvation, James sought out Fred, one of the older men at his 
new church. 
 
“Fred, there is a passage that is troubling me greatly. In Philippians 2:12, Paul says to 
work out your salvation with fear and trembling. What does he mean? What is my role 
in salvation? I thought it was all up to God?” 
 
“Good question James. Basically, a saved person will exhibit a holiness and passion 
for Christ that he seeks after with fear and trembling. He puts to death the sins of the 
flesh. He does away with the old self. This is what Paul is speaking of here.” 
 
James left the conversation deeply distressed. He began to examine his own life. Yes 
the change had been radical. He had quit the nightspots, the womanising, the 
gambling and the drinking. 
 
But, if he was honest, he still grappled with lust. He still lost his temper for little reason. 
He still worried about finances. And sins from his old life still flared up from time to 
time. 
 
The words of Jesus in Matthew 5:48 began to haunt him – You are to be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect. He wasn’t perfect. He wasn’t even close to perfect. 
Perhaps he wasn’t saved! Perhaps the changes that had occurred were the result of 
his own efforts and the fact that he had fallen short simply showed that he just wasn’t 
one of God’s children. 
 
The burden of doubt appeared on his shoulders. It grew. It robbed him of the joy that 
once had washed through him. 
 
One of the leaders at homegroup, Greg, noticed the change in James and drew him 
aside. 
 
“What’s up buddy? For four months I have seen the joy of your salvation. Now all I see 
is someone with the weight of the world on his shoulders.” 
 
“I don’t think I’m saved Greg? I really want to be, but how can I know for sure if I’m 
saved?” 
 
“I can help you there. Answer these questions for me.” 
 
“Do you believe in the virgin birth, the incarnation of Jesus as the God-man, His 
atonement for the sins of the world and His resurrection to the right hand of the 
Father?” 
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“Yes.” 
 
“Do you trust in the death of Christ totally and exclusively for your salvation?” 
 
“Yes.” 
 
“Then you are saved. You can depend on it. You have God’s word on it. End of story. 
Trust God. Any doubts are simply the flaming darts of the devil.” 
 
James felt the weight lift from his shoulders. But two weeks later he ran into Barbara 
in the church carpark – literally. He hadn’t seen her and had backed his old ute into 
her new Camry. She exploded. He couldn’t believe the vile language and rage. 
 
James apologised but it didn’t help. She decided he was a good target to harass. 
Abusive calls at home and work. Emails telling him he was a loser who should get a 
life and not waste his Fridays out evangelising. 
 
Barbara had been baptised the same day James had been. Yet here was this woman 
who exhibited no fruit of true salvation. Her life didn’t seem to change at all. James 
finally confronted her. 
 
“Barbara, I apologised for the accident. I paid for the damage. But you have harassed 
me and shown no love toward a brother in Christ. Barbara, I have to tell you that I’m 
worried about your salvation?” 
 
Barbara snapped back, “Don’t worry about me boy. I trusted Christ. I really did. Maybe 
it didn’t make me a super saint. But that’s OK. I just want heaven. I don’t want to be a 
nun down here. I’m happy to enjoy this life to the full and slink in the back door to glory. 
If you are wise you’ll do the same. We’ve got our ticket to heaven, God won’t rescind 
it, so enjoy the fruits of this life.” 
 
James felt the weight return to his shoulders. He found himself perched on the horns 
of a dilemma. 
 
If the assurance of his salvation depended on his holiness and obedience, then he 
definitely fell short. 
 
But, if the assurance of his salvation depended only on trusting Christ, then that would 
mean that Barbara was heading to heaven and everything he had read in Scripture 
said that couldn’t be true. He was sure that she simply had a false sense of security. 
 
But then what was the difference between Barbara and him? It seemed to only be one 
of degree. Both of them were sinners. 
 
Every ounce of assurance he had seemed to flee his soul and a deep, deep depression 
settled over him. 
 
This outline of the struggle James had is exactly the same struggle that most serious 
Christians grapple with at some stage in their Christian walk. What is the ground of 
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their assurance of salvation? How can they know they are saved? How do they know 
they aren’t a Judas who believes for a time and then flames out? 
 
In some churches, assurance of salvation is not an issue. The Roman Catholic church 
has always denied that you can have assurance of salvation. Catholic theology views 
salvation as a joint effort. An ongoing process between God and man. Since man can 
fail at any time up until his death the outcome is always in the balance. No one can 
say with certainty – I am saved. 
 
But even in Christian churches, it is rare to hear a sermon on assurance. Often the 
problem is that there is little emphasis on holiness and obedience. The teaching either 
stated explicitly or implied, is that once you made your profession of faith – you are 
saved and nothing should shake your confidence. They admit that holiness is best, but 
then tell us that the reality is that most of us will just live in sin. 
 
However, Scripture is filled with teaching on how we can know we are saved. It is not 
a minor issue in the word. Passage after passage speaks on the subject of how a child 
of God can know he is in the faith and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Yet despite these many passages, lack of assurance is one of the scourges that afflict 
a large number of saints. We are meant to rejoice in the knowledge of our salvation. 
Knowing we are God’s is one of the greatest blessings of this life. And yet for many, 
this life is a constant battle. They have no conviction of their salvation. And the 
consequence is that they are robbed of one of the greatest privileges in this life for the 
saint. 
 
Thomas Brooks understood this well. He wrote a book called Heaven on Earth: A 
Treatise on Christian Assurance. Note that title – Heaven on Earth. When we know 
we are Christ’s. When we know that our sins are forgiven and our destiny is secure – 
then life here is a foretaste of heaven. However, remove that assurance and life here 
forfeits this joy. 
 
Listen to what Brooks says: 
 

Believers cannot lose the habits, the seeds, the root of grace; yet they may lose 
assurance, which is the beauty and fragrancy, the crown and glory of grace, 1 
John 3.9; 1 Peter 1.5 … The keeping of these two lovers, grace and assurance, 
together, will yield the soul two heavens, a heaven of joy and peace here, and 
a heaven of happiness and blessedness hereafter; but the putting these two 
lovers asunder will put the soul into a hell here, though it escape a hell hereafter. 
This Chrysostom knew well, when he professed that the want of the enjoyment 
of God would be a far greater hell to him than the feeling of any punishment.1 

 
Did you understand his point? Grace is God’s side of the picture. Once God chooses 
someone He never lets them go. But, assurance is the human side of the equation. 
Believers can lose their assurance of salvation. And this is so distressing he likens it 
to living in hell. 

                                                
1 Thomas Brooks, Heaven on Earth: A Treatise on Christian Assurance (reprint, Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1982), 49. 
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And I know that some of you know this feeling. You are so unsure of your salvation 
that life becomes a distressing battle. Always wondering, “Am I saved? Have I believed 
correctly? Are my fruits good enough? Will I fall away?” 
 
We are nearing the end of 1 John. This whole book centres around the idea of 
assurance. We have reached the key verse. Verse 13 of chapter 5: 
 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 
John is here summing up all that he has said. You read this verse and it all sounds so 
simple doesn’t it? Find these tests of faith. Tick them off and you can tell if you are a 
child of God or not. 
 
It is not that simple. If you have followed carefully through this book, you will know it is 
not that easy. Men and women have read this book again and again and still struggled 
with whether they are saved or not. 
 
The reason for that is a little technical. But to try and give you some closure on this 
whole subject, I want to delve into it a little. I want to show you why this is such a hard 
topic and then I want to see if we can give you the essence of this whole book. So 
strap on your thinking cap and listen carefully. 
 
In Scripture there are two types of passages dealing with assurance of salvation. 
 
In certain passages the emphasis is on faith in Christ. If you trust Christ – then you 
can be sure you are saved. 
 
1 John 5:1 is a classic example: 
 

WHOEVER believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God. 
 
Take a passage like this and faith in Christ seems to be the basic criteria for knowing 
you are saved. You can rest easy if you have believed in Christ. 
 
However, there are other passages. Consider 1 John 2:3: 
 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. 

 
Here the emphasis is not on faith but on fruits. If we have certain fruits in our life, 
then we can be sure that we are saved. 
 
The seemingly easy answer is simply to say that you need both – faith and fruit. And 
the bottom line is that this is right. However, as I’m sure you are beginning to suspect, 
that is not as simple as it sounds. 
 
Our rational, logical minds don’t mesh these two things together very easily. 
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Consider faith. What is the source of our faith? God. Ephesians 2:8: 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God. 

 
Not just grace, but also our faith is a gift from God. Not just our initial faith, but our 
ongoing faith in Christ is from God. 
 
Now consider our works, our fruit. Scripture places the responsibility for our fruit on 
us. We are to walk in a manner worthy of our calling (Eph. 4:1), we are to present our 
bodies as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1), we are to keep seeking the things above (Col. 
3:1), we are to work out our own salvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12). If we sin, 
if we fail, if we don’t bear fruit, the responsibility for this is squarely on us. 
 
So in some Scriptures the source of our ongoing faith seems to fall on God. But in 
others, the fruit that demonstrates our salvation is pictured as our responsibility. And 
that is where the tension arises. That is what has caused all of the trouble. 
 
Reconciling these two truths – By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we 
keep His commandments yet we must work out our own salvation in fear and 
trembling. This is where the difficulty lies. 
 
Basically, it is the old, old problem. God’s sovereignty and man’s free will dressed up 
in slightly different terms. 
 
What has happened is this. This tension has caused different theologians to over-
emphasise one of these bases for our assurance. To make things fit our neat little 
systems they allow one truth to dominate over the other. 
 
Calvin leaned toward faith in Christ as the ground of assurance of salvation. For the 
more theologically minded, Calvin seems to include assurance of salvation as one of 
the fruits of justification. When you are saved, one of the blessings of your salvation is 
a knowledge that you are saved. 
 
This doesn’t mean that you never have periods of doubt, but when the doubts come, 
you make your way back to the bedrock of your faith in Christ and again you would 
know the certainty of your salvation. 
 
But, some have taken the seed thoughts of Calvin and men like him and gone way 
beyond them. Zane Hodges agrees with Calvin that faith is the bedrock of assurance 
of salvation. But, he then goes further. He divorces our assurance of salvation from 
any transformation of our lives. For Hodges, any thought of fruit, any thought of a 
changed life being a necessary result of salvation smacks of undermining salvation by 
grace alone. To him it seems to make our salvation partly dependant on our works. 
 
Bob Wilkin goes as far as to say: 
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One can have firm assurance of salvation and yet walk in sin. Sin, while a 
grievous thing, does not necessarily weaken assurance.2 

 
Did you hear that? One can have firm assurance of salvation and yet walk in sin. 
 
The problem is that while it is true that our justification, our initial salvation is totally by 
faith alone. True faith always leads to fruit. And this fruit is proof that we are saved. 
 
Do you see what the view of Hodges does? If you cut out fruit as a ground of 
assurance. If you make assurance of salvation depend only on faith, then you have 
the monstrous thought of a Christian who lives in unrepentant sin and being told he 
need not examine his standing in Christ because he still believes in Christ to save him. 
 
However, in reaction to this error, many theologians have swung the pendulum the 
other way. They have seen the result of this type of theology. They have seen believers 
rest assured that they are saved because they trusted in Christ and yet have no desire 
for holiness or godliness. 
 
Because of a desire to urge holiness among the saints, these theologians now put the 
focus on fruits. The Westminster Confession is an example. It states that assurance 
does not belong to the essence of faith (Chapter 18, section 3). It is holiness that gives 
one assurance of salvation. 
 
Many of the Puritans took this to unbiblical extremes. They taught that one could not 
have any assurance of salvation until the end of a long and faithful life persevering in 
holiness. Only when you reach the end of your life and you have not fallen away, when 
you have run the race, only then as you lie on your deathbed can you relax that heaven 
is yours. 
 
The result was most of the saints in their churches struggled terribly with a lack of 
assurance. Their sins plagued them. Many became obsessed with whether their fruits 
showed that they were or were not one of the elect. It was a horrible existence. 
 
The truth is this – both ends of this spectrum are a mess. Neither fits at all with the 
plain teaching of Scripture. 
 
So, how do we sort this mess out? We follow the teaching of Jesus, Paul, John and 
every other author of Scripture. We allow these two grounds for assurance to rest side 
by side. We don’t try and harmonise them. We don’t try and make one dominate over 
the other. 
 
We do this in so many areas of theology. Christ as fully God and fully man. The Trinity 
– one God yet three personalities. Scripture – divinely inspired yet penned by men. 
 
We only run into trouble with these doctrines when we try and atomise them and make 
them fully understandable to our finite minds. We cannot make these divine truths 
compatible and understandable to our finite minds – so don’t try. 
 

                                                
2 Bob Wilkin, “Putting the Gospel Debate in Sharper Focus,” The Grace Evangelical Society News (May 1991):1. 
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Instead, we have to let these two truths exist and live together. Scripture teaches both 
truths. All we have to do is accept the fact that the ground of our assurance is both 
faith and fruit. 
 
Why did God do this? It would have been simpler and easier to go one way or the 
other. 
 
I’m not God. I don’t want to try and understand what is beyond me. However, we can 
play theologian and to some degree we can see what would happen if our assurance 
rested totally on faith or on fruit. 
 
What if our assurance of salvation rested on faith that did not include fruit? What if 
there were no element whereby we must work out our own salvation in fear and 
trembling? 
 
Basically, God would give you faith and this faith would then result in perfect love and 
obedience. With this type of faith, you would be perfect and never sin again. You could 
be absolutely sure of your salvation for God has perfected you. 
 
Does that sound good? On the surface it sounds good. In reality it would be tragic. 
This type of salvation would strip you of your basic humanity. If you have no choice, 
no volition. If there is no struggle for obedience between your emotion, desires, will 
and intentions. Then you are robots not humans. Your love and obedience is no more 
real than a computer screen that flashes – “I love you.” 
 
This was never God’s intent for humanity. Even before the fall, Adam had choices. He 
could eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil or he could obey God. God 
desires true worship, not robotic worship. 
 
But, on the other hand, if our assurance rested totally on our fruit, we know that no 
one would be saved and no one would ever have assurance. Our hearts are wicked. 
Our sin is entrenched. 
 
So, God in His wisdom did what He must and allowed our assurance to rest on both 
faith and fruit. 
 
Faith leads to fruits. Fruits leads back to faith. 
 
I get saved. My life changes. I give up drinking, beating my wife and being immoral. I 
begin to serve and reach out to others. These changes cannot come from me, 
therefore they reinforce my faith. 
 
So far so good. If this was all there was to it this whole sermon would be a piece of 
cake. 
 
But here is where it gets tricky again. Because there is a human element involved 
here, because we are taking about sinful men and women – things never roll along 
smoothly. The Christian life is not one long period of simply becoming more and more 
holy. 
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Salvation did not remove our sinful hearts. Salvation gave us the power to deal with 
them. Therefore, our Christian life is not like this: 
 

 
 
We don’t get saved and just grow more Christlike without the intrusion of sin. The 
Christian life is not just one long upward trend without dips. 
 
Far from it. Because of the human side of working out our salvation, the normal 
Christian experience in life looks more like this: 
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Does that look familiar? That is the way it is. 
 
But note a few things about this. There are ups and downs, but the overall graph is 
up. The fruits of a child of God do increase. The Spirit of God causes the Christian to 
grow more like Christ. Big bumps yes. But he perseveres through them until the end. 
There are times when the dips seem endless. Times when our sin seems to overwhelm 
us. But the true child of God always perseveres and presses on to the end. 
 
Its not pretty. But that is the way the Christian life is. Listen to the way Charles 
Spurgeon described the normal Christian life: 
 

All the way to heaven, we shall only get there by the skin of our teeth. We shall 
not go to heaven sailing along with sails swelling to the breeze, like sea birds 
with their fair white wings, but we shall proceed full often with sails rent to 
ribbons, with masts creaking, and the ship’s pumps at work both by day and 
night. We shall reach the city at the shutting of the gate, but not an hour before.3 

 
Then there is one final twist to the tiger’s tail that we have to factor in. 
 
Listen to the words of Jesus in his parable of the sower. Speaking of the seed that fell 
on the rocky places, Jesus said that this seed would spring up but later when the sun 
arose, it would be scorched. 
 
He then related this to some of those who would hear the gospel. When they hear the 
word, they immediately receive it with joy; but they have no firm root in themselves, 
and are only temporary. Then, when affliction or persecution arises, they fall away. 
 
I want you to note something. The word of God fell on these hearts. They received it 
with joy. They sprang to life. The signs looked good. But they ultimately they fell away. 
 
We might graph the spiritual life of these men and women like this. 
 

 
 
I want you to notice something very important. The first part of this graph is identical 
with the first part of the graph I showed you for the true believer. 
 
The word of God falls on the heart. In both cases, there appears to be life. In both 
cases there appears to be some sort of fruit. 
                                                
3 Cited in Iain Murray, The Forgotten Spurgeon (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1973) p. 24. 
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Can a man or woman know if they are truly saved or if they are going to be one who 
looks good for awhile but ultimately falls away? 
 
Better men than I am have floundered on this reef. So let me give you my humble 
thoughts. 
 
First, there is no such thing as a normal Christian life. Some saints get saved, and 
grow and grow until the day they die. Others get saved and their growth is barely 
discernible. 
 
Second, there is no pattern to apostates. What do I mean by this? Some of those who 
seem to accept the word of God can appear to have great fruit and a transformed life. 
It is not like all of those who will fall away from the faith always stood out as those most 
likely to win the Judas Iscariot award. 
 
Third, apostates truly think they are saved. Listen to the words of Jesus in Matthew 
7:21-23: 
 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say 
to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS.’ 

 
The reality is that you can compare two men. One who will turn out to be saved and 
one who will turn out to fall away. The apostate can appear to be a spiritual giant in 
the making and the saved man can appear to be a sluggard. The apostate can be so 
sure that he is saved, it never crosses his mind that he will fall away. The saved man 
can live his life full of doubts. 
 
And it is these truths that gnaw and chew at many Christians. They ask themselves – 
how do I know that I’m not that apostate? 
 
Is your head spinning? It should be. I know this is hard. That is why the greatest minds 
over the years have struggled on this issue. I only go into all of this to show you the 
difficulty in what is perhaps the question I am asked more than any other – How can I 
know I am saved? 
 
There are no easy pat answers. I wish there were – believe me. There are not. But 
there are answers. 
 
You have stayed with me for the hard yards. Now, let me see if I can make these truths 
tangible and useable for you. Let me give you my humble understanding of this 
incredibly difficult subject. I make no claims to have all the answers. I just want to tell 
you how I find my own way through this subject. 
 
In 1 John 5:1-12, John summarised this whole process of assurance: 
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I told you that this process could be pictured as a circle. It all begins with the Holy 
Spirit. He testifies to our hearts about Christ. This initial step is all of God. Salvation by 
grace through faith alone. 
 
The Spirit causes us to have faith in Christ. And one of the consequences of this true 
faith is that we will HAVE fruit. And one of the consequences of this fruit is that we are 
even more certain about the Spirit’s testimony to the faith. 
 
So the testimonies of the Spirit, our faith and our fruit all work together to lead us to an 
ever deepening assurance of our salvation. 
 
This is the simple answer. Now, let me complicate it. Examining your heart for the 
testimony of the Spirit to Christ and for the fruit of the Spirit is not a one time deal. You 
cannot check off these answers one day and that is the end of the story. 
 
At the moment of salvation a lifelong struggle begins. It is a struggle because we are 
involved in the process. Our flawed humanity makes this a bumpy road. 
 
The journey of life is a struggle to live up to the calling God placed on our lives. And 
this struggle is a joint effort. The Spirit of God encourages, empowers, prompts, 
convicts and aids us in this struggle. 
 
Listen carefully to the way Paul describes this in Philippians 2:12-13: 
 

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure. 

 
Paul is not speaking here of our justification whereby we are declared righteous. He 
is referring to our sanctification, our holiness, our assurance of salvation. 

    SPIRIT
 TESTIFIES
TO CHRIST

  FAITH

CONSEQUENCE

  FRUIT

CONSEQUENCE
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You are to work out your assurance of salvation with fear and trembling. That is 
something you do. But, note that it is God who is at work in you. We have to do it, but 
we can only do it because God is aiding us. 
 
Then, as the Spirit aids us in this struggle, as we grow more holy, as our love for God 
grows, as our obedience becomes more of a delight, as we see this fruit in our lives 
our faith grows – then, we are made more certain of our calling. As the circle continues 
around, so does our faith. 
 
Peter outlines this side to the puzzle in 2 Peter 1:2-11. 
 
Note the progress: 
 
Verse 3 – God has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness. 
 
Verse 4 – He has made us partakers of the divine nature. 
 
Then, verse 5: 
 

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, 
self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly 
kindness, love. 

 
These are the fruits of our life. The Spirit works within us. But we have to labour 
diligently to produce these fruits. 
 
Then verse 8: 
 

For if these qualities (these fruits) are yours and are increasing, they render 
you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins. 

 
If you see these fruits being produced and growing in you. 
 
Then verse 10: 
 

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling 
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

 
How can you make your calling and choosing certain? As long as those fruits are there, 
as long as you continue practicing them, you can know that the entrance into the 
eternal kingdom is yours. 
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Why does God make these tests ongoing? Why is the race of life one that continues 
until the end? 
 
Why? Because of our human nature.  
 
If we were salved and at the moment of our salvation a big red E appeared on our 
foreheads. If we knew for certain we were saved and nothing could alter that. What 
would happen? 
 
We would look in the mirror and say – Hey, I’m elect. I can’t lose my salvation. So I 
don’t really need to grapple with sin. I can live life to the full – I’m heading to heaven 
anyway. God will forgive the slip-ups I make. 
 
Believe me, that is exactly what we would do. So, God in His wisdom and mercy made 
us confirm our salvation moment by moment. He gave us tests that only last from 
moment to moment. These tests expire as soon as they are taken and must be retaken 
continually. 
 
And what are those tests. 
 
Here is the first one. Are you still clinging to the faith in the gospel delivered once for 
all to the saints? 
 
In Colossians 1:23, Paul tells the saints that they will be saved on the last day – If 
indeed they continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel. 
 
Ask yourself. Am I still clinging to the death of the God-man to save me? Is that the 
sum and substance of my hope for this life and the life to come? 
 
The truth is that the moment you trust in Christ, you can have assurance of your 
salvation. But that assurance is only for today. During the seasons of life, you have to 
retake these tests again. 
 
You can’t say – Hey – I trusted Christ today – Cool I’m in forever. 
 
And inseparably joined to this is the second test. Are you still bearing fruit through 
the work of the Spirit? True faith will lead to fruit. 
 
In Matthew 7:20, Jesus said that we would know His true disciples by their fruit. 
 
Listen again to 2 Peter 1:10. After giving a list of fruits, Peter says: 
 

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling 
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
stumble. 

 
While you are struggling to work out your salvation in fear and trembling, while you are 
in the race fighting for holiness – you can be assured of your salvation. 
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This is a both/and deal. You have to have faith and fruit. It has to be God at work, but 
you doing it. 
 
Some might still want to argue – hey that hasn’t helped. I might know today that I’m 
saved. It still doesn’t tell me that I’m saved tomorrow. Well, yes and no. 
 
Again this is where the mystery comes in. Because this is not just our task, but it is 
also God’s, He can promise that while we are struggling and fighting and running the 
race, we can be assured that we are saved and we will remain saved. When we do 
our part, God does His. 
 
Don’t ask me to explain this. Scripture just teaches it. 
 
The writer to the Hebrews puts if this way in Hebrews 3:14: 
 

We have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 
assurance firm until the end. 

 
While we are clinging to our faith in Christ, we can be certain that we are children of 
God. 
 
Similarly, listen once again to 2 Peter 1:10 says: 
 

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling 
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
stumble. 

 
While you are struggling to be godly, you can know that you will not stumble and depart 
from the faith. Here is where assurance moves into your hands. You cling to Christ. 
You persevere in holiness. Then you can be certain that you are saved. 
 
Edward Griffin put it this way: 
 

Show me a man in whom holiness and sin are struggling for dominion, and I 
will show you one who is already born again.4 

 
That is what the Scriptures say. How this fits with the sovereignty of God I have no 
idea. All I know is that it is true. 
 
So let me cut to the chase. From God’s side, He knows who are His. He will never let 
any be snatched away. 
 
None of us knows with certainty who those are who are tucked firmly in God’s hand. 
But, if we have faith and fruit, if these qualities are increasing (2 Pet. 1:8) – then the 
assurance of our faith grows and deepens. 
 
We are not to worry about our faith tomorrow. We just have to worry about our faith 
and holiness today. While we persevere, God tells us we can know we are His. 

                                                
4 Edward Griffin, A Series of Lectures Delivered in Park Street Church Boston (Boston, 1813) p. 124. 
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But, this assurance does not remain in such a rudimentary form. Over the years, the 
work of the Spirit in our lives progresses. Our relationship with God matures. The 
testimony of the Spirit deepens. Our holiness, despite the bumps, grows and we 
become overall more Christlike. 
 
And our assurance of our salvation grows. 
 
When Andrew Marshall, lay dying, he asked a friend to carry this message to relatives 
in New England: 
 

Tell them that I am yet in the land of the dying, but am bound to the land of the 
living.5 

 
This was no vain hope. This was no baseless wish. It was sure. It was certain. The 
testimony of the Spirit to Christ and the fruit of the Spirit had confirmed His hope. He 
knew he was hid in Christ and death held no fear. 
 
Oh he sinned. Oh his faith wavered at times. Oh doubts crept in. But he knew whom 
he had believed. God knew he was one of His. And together they ran the race, fought 
the fight and finished the course. 
 
Are you still clinging to the faith in the gospel? Are you still bearing fruit through the 
work of the Spirit? 
 
If so, then you can know that you have eternal life. Rejoice in that fact. 

                                                
5 Cited in Iain H. Murray, Revival and Revivalism, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1994), p. 305. 


