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Life in Christ’s Family – Pt 1 
(June 16, 2013) 

 

 
 
I want you to think back to your spiritual life – five years or even ten years ago. 
 
Think about where you were in terms of holiness, sacrifice, Bible study, prayer, your 
marriage, giving, evangelism. What your life in Christ was like. 
 
Now fast forward to today. 
 
How would you compare your life then with now? 
 
Some of you will evaluate your life and know you are holier and more mature. You will 
have seen growth in your Christian life. 
 
For some – your life will have been spiritually stagnant. Not much change. 
 
And for some self-assessment hurts because you will realise that you have in fact 
actually regressed spiritually. 
 
I’m sad to say, for many here this morning, if you are honest you would describe your 
present spiritual life as lukewarm, half-hearted, not fully committed. 
 
If those words do resonate with you then listen to what Jesus said to the church in 
Laodicea. Revelation 3:15–16:  
 

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold 
or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of my mouth. 

 
Those are incredibly harsh words. Fortunately – God loves us enough that lukewarm 
need not be the final epitaph of our Christian life. 
 
In Philippians 3:13–14 Paul says:  
 

One thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.  
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What matters is what we do from this day. 
 
Fast forward five or even ten years into the future. 
 
Where would you like to be spiritually? 
 
What areas of your spiritual life, your relationships, your family life would you like to 
see significant growth in? 
 
In His grace, God has given us many arrows in our spiritual armoury to help us rekindle 
our fire and become spiritually hot. 
 
Gifts such as prayer, the Word, spiritual disciplines, the armour of God. Gifts like the 
Holy Spirit, our spouse, Christian brothers and sisters. 
 
This morning I want to remind us about one of the major gifts God gave us for 
becoming more like Christ – the local church. 
 
God designed the local church to play a very significant role in your sanctification – in 
moving forward in your spiritual life. 
 
Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:11–16: 
 

 
 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ … we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow 
so that it builds itself up in love.  

 
God gave gifted men to the local church to equip it for the work of the ministry, to build 
up each part, to unite each member, to help them all become mature, to see them 
grow in Christ. 
 
Last week Dave talked about the local church. There we saw that: 
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God’s pattern for the local church is to be a family of redeemed people, in 
which each member strives to be actively committed to growing in Christ-
likeness by receiving ministry and ministering to others, for God’s glory and our 
good. 

  
One of the great tragedies of the Christian life is that in many ways the local church – 
the body God designed for us to share and love and grow – has become more of a 
social club – where nice people spend a few hours with other nice people – or a 
teaching centre – where our heads learn some facts about God.  
 
We see symptoms of this in attitudes such as: 
 

• Christians can think it's fine to attend a church indefinitely without ever joining 
a local church. 

 
• Believers move churches very easily without regard for how that will affect the 

other church and other believers. 
 

• Christians think of getting baptized apart from joining a local church. 
 

• Christians take the Lord’s Supper without joining a local church. It is viewed 
more as a private, personal experience rather than a sign of our union with each 
other. 
 

• Believers don’t integrate their Monday-to-Saturday lives with the lives of other 
saints. 
 

• Christians think it is fine to make a perpetual habit of being absent from the 
Lord’s Day gathering on a regular basis. 
 

• Christians make major life decisions (moving, accepting a promotion, choosing 
a spouse, etc.) without considering the effects of those decisions on the family 
of relationships in the church or without consulting the wisdom of the church’s 
pastors and other members. 
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• Believers fail to realize that they are mutually responsible for the spiritual 
welfare of the other members of their church. 

 
This leaves us conducting our Christian lives somewhat aloof from the church. That 
was never God’s plan. The local church was designed to be so much more. 
 
This morning I want to talk about the What, How and Who – of God’s plan for using 
the local church in your life and my life. 
 

 
 
First of all the What. 
 
What is the local church designed to do? – Lead us to maturity in Christ. Listen to 
Paul in Colossians 1:28:  
 

 
 

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  

 
Notice the everyones. The goal is for every Christian to become mature in Christ. 
 
That should be your goal. To become more like Christ. 
 
If you are content to drift along lukewarm – then you need to examine your heart before 
Christ – and quickly. 
 
Please understand what this means. 
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Mums and dads – most of you have probably said something like this to your children 
regarding school. 
 

James – I want you to study hard, prepare diligently and do your best on this 
exam. Now if you do this and you get a C – fine – I am very proud of you. 
 
But son, if you have A ability and coast to a C – Dad will not be happy. 
 
Or if you are a C student who gets an F – again – not happy. 

 
In a similar way, God has gifted every one of us differently. This is both in what gifts 
we have and our capacity to use those gifts. 
 
Many Christians have the gift of teaching – few have the capacities of a Charles 
Spurgeon. 
 
Unfortunately, sometimes we pastors seem to hold up the greatest saints of the ages 
– as the norm. Men and women who prayed for hours each day. Non-stop evangelists. 
Those who could read Greek and Hebrew at 8 years old. 
 
If you have a capacity to be used for God’s glory in great ways and you waste it – God 
is not pleased. 
 
But for most of us, our capacity is less – and if you are faithful to serve God with 
whatever you have – God will be well pleased – and that is maturity for you. 
 
But the reality is that in this church and most churches there are A, B and C calibre 
Christians whose spiritual lives are running at C minus, D or even F grade – and God 
is not happy. 
 
The local church is designed to help each saint grow in maturity to their capacity and 
bring God glory. 
 
You have a fair idea of what your could do for the kingdom. 
 
You know if you are lukewarm.  
 
You know if you are doing what you can to encourage other saints and to reach the 
lost. 
 
You know if you are wasting your life, your talents, your money. 
 
You know if are mature in Christ.  
 
No local church is perfect – not even close. But one of the signs of a healthy local 
church is that they are encouraging each saint to grow and mature in their faith. To be 
done with lesser things. To turn more from the world and more to Christ. To become 
what God intends them to be. 
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That leads us to the How. 
 
I tried to sum up the how of the task of a local church with one word – mutuality. 
 
Why this word – mutuality? 
 
In the definition of church Dave gave us last week, we said that a local church is a 
family in which we are to both receive ministry and minister. This is what I mean by 
mutuality. 
 
The local church is a family. No lone rangers. God’s plan is that we STRIVE 
TOGETHER.   
 
And we are not spectators watching from the stadium – we are all on the field – in the 
battle.  
 
Every one of us has a role to play. We are to minister to one another. 
 
No one should think they can just attend Sunday service but not minister to the body. 
I have an obligation to you – you have an obligation to me. 
 
You have an obligation to those who are a part of this church. 
 
The church is a family where you covenant to help one another become mature in 
Christ. 
 
We need this because as sinners we all have times where we fail to live up to our 
calling and then others in the family encourage us and help us bear our burdens and 
point us again to the goodness of Christ. 
 
This mutuality comes from both leaders and members. 
 
Leaders have some overarching responsibilities. 
 
Hebrews 13:17 tells us to: 
 

Obey our leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over our souls, as 
those who will have to give an account. 

 
Acts 20:28 is similar. Paul commands elders to:  
 

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with 
his own blood.  

 
1 Peter 5:1–2:  
 

So I exhort the elders among you … shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would 
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly. 
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Leaders have a God-given role of caring for the souls of those under their care. 
 
But it is impossible for leaders to do all the work of maturing the saints. 
 
That is why if you add up the verses in Scripture giving instructions for leaders to 
minister to the church – it pales in significance to the number of verses where every 
Christian – every member of the body of Christ is commanded, exhorted, encouraged 
to minister to others in the body. 
 
When one part of the body needs encouragement or counsel or admonition – it is not 
just Dave’s job or my job – in fact it is impossible for us to help everyone – it is your 
God-given task. 
 
Sometimes I talk to Christians who say – I’m not godly enough or gifted enough or 
holy enough to help someone else. 
 
Then you disagree with God. As we will see in 1 Corinthians 12 – every part of the 
body of Christ – every one of you – has a role to play. 
 
At our Friday elder’s meeting I was sharing how over the years one of the most 
encouraging things I have seen has been some Christians who have struggled mightily 
in their own walk with God – respond to the challenge to minister to others. 
 
They found some other hurting saints and listened to them, gave to them, cried with 
them – befriended them. 
 
And ministering to others was part of the way God designed for them to get healthy 
and grow. 
 
They started reading the word to know how to help others. 
 
They started praying for them. 
 
They turned their focus to others. 
 
If you don’t want to be lukewarm – one of the things you need to do is to throw yourself 
into serving others. 
 
We have a particular responsibility to those who are brothers and sisters in the 
household of faith (Gal. 6:10). 
 
These responsibilities are outlined in many places – but one of the clearest is in the 
one anothers of Scripture. 
 
There are the one anothers of love: 
 

Love one another (John 13:34-35) 
 
Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) 
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Serve one another (Gal 5:13) 
 
Comfort one another (1 Thess. 4:18) 
 
Be hospitable to one another 1 Pet. 4:8) 
 
Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another (1 Pet. 5:5) 

 
There are the one anothers of edification: 
 

Build up one another (Rom. 14:19) 
 
Encourage one another (1 Thess. 5:11) 
 
Stimulate one another to love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24) 
 
Confess your sins to one another (Jam. 5:16) 

 
There are the one anothers of warning: 
 

Admonish one another (Rom 15:14) 
 
Restore one another (Gal 6:1) 

 
These commands are for you. 
 
Who is your one another brother? 
 
Who are you carrying out some of the one anothers toward? 
 
Even if you are not where you want to be – ministering to others is still your 
responsibility – and part of your healing process. 
 
And when any of us fails in our role of mutual ministry – the whole body is weakened. 
1 Corinthians 12:26:  
 

If one member suffers, all suffer together. 
 
Go to a homegroup – not just to get – but to minister. 
 
Can’t go to homegroup? – go to a ladies Bible study. 
 
Can’t do that – have a struggling couple or a single mum or a divorced dad over to tea 
– just be a friend. Play a game – have a laugh – and then ask them how you can pray 
for them. 
 
Can’t do that pick up the phone, write a note or just pray for another. 
 
When you just go along for the ride – those around you suffer. 
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Think about the person in front of you – behind you – across the church from you. 
 
You are God’s gift to them. 
 
You are not here on a Sunday just to sit and learn – you are here to develop a 
relationship with these people. Iron sharpening iron. One flawed saint encouraging 
another flawed saint to keep pressing on to the upward goal in Christ. 
 
God gave you as a gift to this church and we need you. Boy do we need you. 
 
So far in God’s plan for sanctification through His local church we have seen the What 
– Maturity. We have seen the How – Mutuality. 
 
But that leaves one question – the Who? 
 
Who is a local church responsible to build up, mature and see grow in love? 
 
Whose soul is Dave D’Amour responsible before God for? 
 
Who in the household of God is Naomi Cotton responsible to encourage, admonish, 
cry with, rejoice with? 
 
Who do we as a church help, teach, discipline? 
 
Here is how I want to answer the question of who? 
 

 
 
Who is Grace Bible Church responsible for in God’s plan to sanctify His people? 
 
Members. 
 
Before some of you get too hot under the collar – let me give some context to what I 
mean by this. 
 
Imagine there is an accountant living in South Dakota – USA. 
 
We will give our fictional man a name – John Citizen. 
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After years of never giving God a thought, a day comes when John opens up His 
Gideon’s Bible – reads it and turns to Christ. 
 
The angels in heaven rejoice. 
 
But – is Grace Bible Church – on the other side of the world to him – are we responsible 
for his building up, maturing and growth? Do we shepherd him and disciple him? He 
is a Christian? 
 
What is your responsibility to John Citizen? 
 
What if instead of South Dakota – we move John to South Brisbane. 
 
Now lets assume that John attends here a few times – takes communion – even visits 
a homegroup? 
 
Is he now our responsibility? Is his soul my responsibility before God? Is this someone 
you have a responsibility before God to minister the one anothers to? 
 
What if John goes on to attend our church sporadically for a year, comes to a few 
prayer meetings, goes to the men’s camp and a Guess Who Is Coming To Dinner? 
 
Does that make him my responsibility? 
 
And what if John is not living out his responsibility to minister to other saints – what if 
there is no mutuality? 
 
And if John should leave his wife and commit adultery – who is responsible to 
challenge him and if necessary to admonish him, seek his restoration – and possibly 
discipline him? 
 
These are harder questions – questions that keep me wide awake at night. 
 
These questions actually get really messy. 
 
But part of cleaning up this mess for us has been taking a fresh look at what the 
Scriptures teach about membership. 
 
I am sure you are well aware that the very idea of membership is a controversial and 
heated topic. So I want to be very clear in what I do say and what I don’t say. 
 
First of all – let me give you my rather imperfect definition of how we see church 
membership at Grace Bible Church. 
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Church membership is a formal acknowledgement by a local church that they 
recognize a professing Christian as truly being in the kingdom and it is an 
acknowledgment by those who become members of their intent to commit to a 
particular local fellowship as the family where they will live out their mutual 
obligation of love and service to fellow brothers and receive the love, edification 
and if necessary admonishment of other brothers in that fellowship. 

 
You probably need to read this ten times – so I put it in your bulletins. 
 
Before I elaborate on this I do need to answer those who ask – is church membership 
biblical? If you do a concordance search for the word ‘membership’ – it isn’t there – so 
why even talk about membership? 
 
Because I want to assert that the concept of membership as we have defined it is very 
clearly in Scripture. 
 
There is no doubt at all that Christians were expected to associate with a local church. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12 – Paul moves from saying that all Christians are part of the 
universal body of Christ – to saying that we are also a part of a local body. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27–28:  
 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues.  

 
Clearly Paul is referring to being members not just of the universal church – but a local 
church where individual believers use their gifts. 
 
We are commanded to associate as a local church. Hebrews 10:24–25:  
 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  
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This is not just referring to failing to come to church on Sundays. It is that, but it is also 
far more than that. On Sundays you can’t do all of the stimulating one another to love 
and good deeds and encouraging one another. It happens through the life of the body. 
It happens by being committed to a local church where you become an integral part of 
the community of believers. 
 
In Acts 5:13 we find this statement: 
 

None of the rest dared to join them; but the people held them in high esteem. 
 
The word join or associate with is the Greek word kollao. It literally means to ‘glue or 
unite firmly.’ It refers to far more than a loose association. It refers to joining oneself 
together with a specific group. It is the word that is used of two people being joined 
together by becoming one flesh and of a believer being joined to Christ. 
 
So in Acts 5:13, this word must refer to some form of demonstrable association with a 
local body. 
 
Paul also uses this word when he commands the Corinthian church not to be joined 
to the immoral brother. 
 
Then he goes on in 1 Corinthians 5:12–13 to say:  
 

For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church 
whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from 
among you.”  

 
They knew who was in that local church and who was outside it. 
 
As well, in 1 Timothy 5, Paul gives instructions to the church as to which widows should 
be placed on a special list to receive support from the church. Many of the 
qualifications revolved around her having served the church. Clearly, the church knew 
who was considered a part of the local church. 
 
If you look through the book of Acts, we repeatedly read of the exact number who were 
converted and added to the church. It seems they knew who was a committed part of 
the church. 
 
There are other passages – but if you want to grasp one crucial concept regarding 
what we mean by membership – perhaps some of the most crucial are two passages 
Dave spoke of briefly last week. 
 
It is interesting that Jesus used the word church only twice. 
 
The first time comes in Matthew 16:18–19:  
 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
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There is an interplay here between heaven and earth. 
 
Peter makes his great confession – You are the Christ – and Jesus says you might be 
on earth – but heaven revealed this to you. 
 
Then He says I will build My church. The idea seems to be the true heavenly church 
will be built on earth – this happens as a number of local churches. 
 
How? These earthly churches are built on a rock – Peter and the Apostles – the 
foundation of the church. 
 
By what means are these churches on earth built? Through the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven – the gospel – the knowledge of who Jesus is and what He has done. 
 
The local church on earth is given this truth – they then go forth and storm the gates 
of hell – which cannot stop them. Our gospel breaks down strongholds. 
 
The church goes forth with this gospel – and men and women turn from worshipping 
idols to serve the living God. 
 
But that is not all. Notice – the churches on earth are given not only the keys but the 
authority to bind and loose. 
 
Binding and loosing is a Jewish rabbinical term that refers to a judicial ruling being 
binding over a person or not. 
 
This is extraordinary. Just pause for a moment to take in what Jesus is saying. 
 
Jesus gives the local church the authority to affirm that an individual’s faith is real – 
they bind or loose them – they examine them and say – this one’s faith is confirmed 
or it not real – they bind or they loose. And what the church does on earth reflects the 
heavenly reality. 
 
This does not sit well with us. We are so individualistic we tend to think of our faith as 
between us and God. Jesus decides if I am in or out – not any man or human authority. 
 
Jesus says – it is not so simple. Our faith is not just individual. It is not just between 
Jesus and you. The church on earth has His authority to determine who is in and who 
is out. 
 
This local church is to affirm that Ben Shannon is a Christian and part of the church of 
Jesus Christ. This is a big part of what we call membership. 
 
And in case that isn’t clear enough, listen to the only other time Jesus used the word 
church. 
 
Matthew 18:17–18:  
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If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I 
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

 
The context here is of church discipline – removing someone who professed to be a 
believer – but their life demonstrates they are not. 
 
Who has this responsibility? The local church. 
 
The local church removes them – looses them – and this is reflected in heaven. 
 
We are so individualistic in our mindset that verses like this grate against our 
sensibilities. 
 
But without doubt, the Scriptures speak of believers as formally associated with a local 
church in a manner that is far more organised than them just attending. 
 
The church affirms they are saved and part of the kingdom of heaven. They affirm this 
is where they will minister and live out their faith and be accountable. 
 
What does this mean in practical terms for our church? 
 
Not surprisingly that is going to be next week’s sermon. The elders met this week and 
we felt we needed to cover so many areas like – the various ways churches have dealt 
with the question of membership – questions like the age for membership and baptism. 
Practical processes – so we felt extending this series by a week was the best route. 
 

 
 
But let me close by reminding you of why we want to do this. 
 
God put us together. Shepherds who are to care for your souls. Members who minister 
one to another. 
 
We need each other. 
 
God gave the local church the responsibility to be one of the major instruments for 
maturing the saints and then reaching the lost – tackling the gates of hell. It starts with 
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maturity – encouragement, training, discipleship, accountability, love – the one 
anothers. 
 
It happens through mutuality.  Every part of the body ministering and being ministered 
to. 
 
And that mutuality is to be exercised through the members of the body of Christ. 
 
So, think once again about where you would like to be in five years, ten years. 
 
A large part of God’s plan for maturing you is mutual obligation. 
 
You serve and be served. 
 
You minister and be ministered to. 
 
You love and be loved. 
 
No lone ranger Christian grows. 
 
No sponge Christian who only takes grows. 
 
I am 51 – Dave is getting far too close to 50 for his liking. We have limited time to serve 
God. We don’t want to mess around. 
 
We don’t want to wait five or ten years before encouraging you to be mature. 
 
We want to know if you are the Lord’s sheep and also our sheep and we want to 
shepherd you. We don’t want you to be a lukewarm Christian. We don’t want you to 
get to five years from now and say – I haven’t changed – why? 
 
The local church is no magic bullet to make you mature – but it is one of the arrows in 
God’s armoury. 
 
Are you content to just exist as a Christian – or are you resolved to grow? And does 
that growth include utilising to the fullest one of the tools God has given – maturity 
through the mutual service of every member of the body of Christ. 
 
I will close with this advice from Charles Spurgeon: 
 

I know there are some who say, “Well, I have given myself to the Lord, but I do 
not intend to give myself to any church.” 
 
Now why not? 
 
“Because I can be a Christian without it.” 
 
Are you quite clear about that? You can be as good a Christian by disobedience 
to your Lord’s commands as by being obedient? There is a brick. What is it 
made for? To help build a house. It is of no use for that brick to tell you that it is 
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just as good a brick while it is kicking about on the ground as it would be in the 
house. It is of no use for the brick to tell you that it’s just as good a brick while 
it’s kicking about on the ground by itself, as it would be as part of a house. 
Actually, it’s a good-for-nothing brick. So, you rolling stone Christians, I don’t 
believe that you’re answering the purpose for which Christ saved you. You’re 
living contrary to the life which Christ would have you live and you are much to 
blame for the injury you do.” 

 
Christ wants you to grow – this church is part of His plan for you to grow – and our 
prayer is that you will grow and become a faithful servant in the household of God – 
mature and complete – instruments in the Redeemer’s hands. 
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Life in Christ’s Family – Pt 1 
(June 16, 2013) 

 
• What are the various tools and helps God has given Christians to help us mature 

in Christ and overcome lukewarmness? 
 
• Where have you seen the local church in terms of the tools for your maturing? 
 
• Read Eph. 4:11-16. What is the role of the leaders and the local church in maturing, 

growing, building up the body? 
 
Many Christians have attitudes such as: 
 

• Christians can think it's fine to attend a church indefinitely without ever joining 
a local church. 

 
• Believers move churches very easily without regard for how that will affect the 

other church and other believers. 
 

• Christians think of getting baptized apart from joining a local church. 
 

• Christians take the Lord’s Supper without joining a local church. It is viewed 
more as a private, personal experience rather than a sign of our union with each 
other. 
 

• Believers don’t integrate their Monday-to-Saturday lives with the lives of other 
saints. 
 

• Christians think it is fine to make a perpetual habit of being absent from the 
Lord’s Day gathering on a regular basis. 
 

• Christians make major life decisions (moving, accepting a promotion, choosing 
a spouse, etc.) without considering the effects of those decisions on the family 
of relationships in the church or without consulting the wisdom of the church’s 
pastors and other members. 

 
• Believers fail to realize that they are mutually responsible for the spiritual 

welfare of the other members of their church. 
 
• Do you think there is a problem with these attitudes – why or why not? 
 
• What might be the wrong thinking regarding a local church that leads to these 

attitudes? 
 
• Read Col. 1:28. What does it mean to be mature in Christ? What does it mean for 

you to be mature in Christ? 
 
• What does it mean that we have a mutual obligation to minister and be ministered 

to? 
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• What are a leader’s obligations to the members? 
 
• What are a member’s obligations to other members? 
 
• What happens if some choose not to minister to others? 
 
• What if you are struggling and not doing well spiritually – does that mean you 

cannot minister to others? Why or why not? 
 
• What are the one anothers of Scripture? Why are they so crucial? 
 
• Discuss this definition of membership: 
 

Church membership is a formal acknowledgement by a local church that they 
recognize a professing Christian as truly being in the kingdom and it is an 
acknowledgment by those who become members of their intent to commit to a 
particular local fellowship as the family where they will live out their mutual 
obligation of love and service to fellow brothers and receive the love, edification 
and if necessary admonishment of other brothers in that fellowship. 

 
Is church membership as defined above biblical or not? 

 
• How are we to know who to minister to and who we are responsible for? 

 
• Look at these passages and how they relate to membership. 1 Cor. 12:27-28, 

Hebrews 10:24–25, Acts 5:13. 
 
• Read Matt. 16:18-19. 
 
• What is the rock? 
 
• How does the church on earth prevail against the gates of hell? 
 
• What are the keys of the kingdom? How does the church use them? 
 
• Do you agree that binding and loosing is the Christ-given authority to determine 

who is a genuine Christian or not? 
 
• How does this affect our individualistic idea of Christianity being just between God 

and me? 
 
• How does Matthew 18:17–18 reinforce our understanding of binding and loosing? 
 
• How does – Maturity, Mutuality and Membership relate to our growing in Christ 

over the next five years? 
 


