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Choosing to Commit 
(Selected Scriptures  February 10, 2008) 

 

 
 
I have continually found the book of Hebrews a challenge to me as a pastor. 
 
One verse that keeps me lying awake at nights is Hebrews 13:17: 
 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as 
men who must give an account. 

 
As an elder – this verse makes it clear that I have to give an account for you. 
 
Talk about a grey hair inducing, stress provoking – verse! 
 
But as one who has to give an account for you – there is one other passage in Hebrews 
that has grown and grown in its weight upon my heart. 
 
It is not an easy subject to preach on. The motives can be easily misinterpreted. But 
this passage makes it clear that I must preach on it. 
 
However, the reason why I must preach on it is not as clear in every translation. 
 
I love the NIV. But to my mind – one of its greatest weaknesses is that in order to make 
passages flow better – to read easier – it often leaves out the conjunctions – the buts 
and fors and therefores and the like. 
 
Yet take these out and at times you can miss the connections in a passage. 
 
And this is crucial in the passage in Hebrews that has called out to me to preach on. 
That passage is Hebrews 10:26-27. Let me read it for you: 
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If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and 
of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 

 
This is one of a series of warning passages in Hebrews. 
 
The way the NIV reads makes you think that the author is starting a new subject – 
dealing with sin in general. Continuing to sin after coming to salvation. 
 
But there is a conjunction – one that nearly every translation other than the NIV 
includes. It is the word – for. 
 

For if we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment 
and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 

 
The importance is that this conjunction connects this passage with the one before it. 
It tells us that he is not speaking about sin in general but about a specific sin. 
 
And that sin is found in verses 19-25: 
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Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more 
as you see the Day approaching.  

 
The writer of Hebrews has just spent chapters outlining the details of our salvation 
through Jesus – who is both our Great High Priest and our Perfect Sacrifice. 
 
His blood has sprinkled us clean. He has opened the way to God for sinners. 
 
But now, because we are now part of the house of God – we are commanded to draw 
near to God. 
 
How? By spurring one another on toward love and good deeds – by not giving up 
meeting together – and by encouraging one another. 
 
Salvation is just the first step. Once we are saved – the church is to be the place where 
we grow in grace and the knowledge of God. Together we are to encourage each other 
on to Christlikeness. 
 
It is through our commitment to the local church – our ministry with the saints – that 
we draw near to God. 
 
But here is why the importance of this passage has grown on me. Drawing near to 
God through our involvement in the local church is not just an option – a suggestion 
to take or leave. 
 
Verse 26 makes it painfully clear that to fail to grow nearer to God through an ongoing 
commitment to a local church is deliberate sin. 
 
Listen to how Paul Ellingworth describes this in his commentary on Hebrews: 
 

The sin [referred to in verse 26] appears to involve a voluntary or wilful failure, 
both in worship and in practical acts which express loving solidarity with other 
members of the believing community.1 

 
Have no doubt – the author of Hebrews says that to fail to be a contributing and active 
part of a local church is to be in deliberate and persistent sin. Why? Because if you 
are committed to Christ – you will be committed to His church. 
 

                                                
1 Paul Ellingworth, Commentary on Hebrews, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993) p. 530. 
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And it gets worse. Verse 27 says that this is not the minor issue that so many treat it 
as. 
 
Commitment to a local church is not a minor issue. 
 
These are incredibly strong words. 
 
What the author of Hebrews is saying is that there is no such thing as a true Christian 
who is uncommitted to a local church. 
 
I know that some of you are saying – that is a gross overstatement. But these are not 
my words – these are the words of Scripture. 
 
You can’t get around this. If you are not actively involved in spurring one another on 
toward love and good deeds. If you are giving up meeting together regularly. If you are 
not encouraging one another. Then this warning applies to you. 
 
To have only a peripheral connection to a church shows that you are not really saved. 
A true Christian will be passionate about the church. 
 
We don’t like this. We like to think we can be committed to Christ – but not to the 
church. These words seem too hard for simply taking our devotion to the local church 
loosely. 
 
So some Christians have tried to downplay this. 
 
The commentator, William Barclay, who has some good things to say and says some 
things that are plain wrong – tries to get around this by making a suggestion. He 
suggested, “Let’s just do this two-tier form of church membership.” 
 
He suggested we have one tier for those who are attracted to Jesus Christ, but aren’t 
able to commit themselves to the church. 
 
Since they aren’t committed – we shouldn’t discipline them if they fall into sin. Nor 
should we condemn them for being slack in attendance and involvement. 
 
Then there would be a second tier for those he calls “the many fewer… [who were] 
prepared to make a total commitment to Jesus Christ.” This includes committing to the 
church. 
 
Practically, this is how many churches tend to work. The committed few and the 
peripheral others – all treated as members. 
 
But the Bible never allows us to divide the saints like this. 
 
Jesus said, “Unless you deny yourself, and take up your cross, and follow Me, you 
cannot be My disciple.” 
 
Nowhere is there an idea that Jesus allows the somewhat committed to be called His 
disciples. 
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Read Luke 14. 
 
Here in Hebrews this is made crystal clear. If you are not committed to His church – 
don’t fool yourself that you are committed to Christ. 
 
In truth you are an enemy of God – who will be consumed by the judgment of raging 
fire. 
 
Read this passage over and over. It makes for sober reading. 
 
The more I read it – the more concerned I became for some who attend this church. 
 
This sermon is merely an expression of this pastoral concern. I don’t want anyone to 
get to the end of their lives and find that they were deceived about their commitment 
to Christ and His church. 
 
Why is this so crucial? Why is failing to commit to the local church such a serious 
issue? 
 
Because God designed the local church to be the place of: 
 

Growth, Missions and worship. 
 
All of the one anothers – the commands for fellowship are in the context of the local 
church. 
 
All of the commands for teaching and training and discipling are in the context of the 
local church. 
 
All of the commands for missions and evangelism are to the local church. 
 
The gathering of the saints in the local church is for worship and glorifying God. 
 
Listen to this wonderful passage. Ephesians 4:11-16: 
 

[He] gave [to the church] some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer 
be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their 
deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow 
up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.  

 
Hear that? 
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The church … prepares God’s people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 
The church has the task of building you up to be like Christ. 
 
It is here that you are shaped and moulded and encouraged and challenged and 
developed. 
 
Paul said that the church is the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
 
For all its faults and weaknesses – the local church is where God plans to mould us 
and shape us and use us. 
 
You cannot be a Christian who is not a part of a local body. 
 
It is like saying – I am a Rugby League player – but I am solo – not part of a team. 
 
I tried a team – the forwards stank, the kicker was pathetic and I didn’t like the coach 
– so I am solo now. 
 
The Bible never contemplates a Christian apart from a local body. That is why a lack 
of commitment is so serious. 
 
The local church is where God designed the action to be. 
 
Jesus said: I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  
 
Read the New Testament, the Lord was under no illusion that any church would be 
even close to perfect. Churches are led by sinners and filled with sinners. And yet – to 
this imperfect vessel – the Lord entrusted the tasks of Growth, Missions and worship 
– so that He receives the glory. 
 
God created the church to be His people. 
 
Listen to this verse: 
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1 Corinthians 3:16 
 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
lives in you?  

 
Too often we read this verse like this: 
 

Don’t you know – Dave Venz or Caroline Killip or Peter Lloyd – that you 
yourself are a part of God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  

 
We often see it as a reference to us as individuals making up God’s church. 
 
But if we lived in good old Alabama where they have a word for you plural – y’all – 
we might understand it better. It would read like this: 
 

 
 

Don’t y’all know that y’all – every one of y’all – are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit lives in y’all?  
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Or maybe I could put it this way. 
 

Don’t you know – Grace Bible Church – that all of you together make up God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in us – we who are His church?  

 
Listen to Ephesians 2:22: 
 

 
 

In him y’all are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by 
his Spirit.  

 
God designed us to be special – together. 
 
The point is that God energises us as a church in a remarkable way that does not 
happen to individuals. 
 
We were designed to be part of the church. It is a privilege to be a part of a local 
church. We grow and are admonished and shaped and minister together. 
 
But for the church to be what God designed it to be – it means we all have to be 
involved. 
 
We were individually gifted and equipped by God to minister in the local body. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12. 
 
Verse 7: 
 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  
 
Every single Christian is gifted by God to serve the entire body. 
 
Not just the elders and the really committed. 
 
Verses 21-27: 
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The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say 
to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less 
honourable we treat with special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable 
are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given 
greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in 
the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices 
with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

 
The church needs every single person doing their task. If even one person fails to be 
committed and use their talents and gifts fully – the whole body suffers. 
 
That is why the writer to the Hebrews says this is such a serious issue. 
 
Those who fail to commit to a local church and grow and use their gifts – cause harm 
to the church for whom Christ died. 
 
The writer of Hebrews says that those who play at church – those who fail to truly 
commit themselves – are unbelievers. 
 
They might claim faith – but their failure to love the local body shows the true nature 
of their heart. 
 
There is no such thing as a Christian who is not committed to a local church. What you 
are is a deceived unbeliever – who will suffer eternally. 
 
As one who has to give an account for your souls – I fear some among us may well 
be those this passage is referring to. 
 
Not a pleasant subject to tackle – but a crucial one. 
 
The elders have asked that as part of our series of pitfalls and glories of the various 
stages of life – I do one sermon – on this subject – a pitfall that can affect every age. 
 
And that pitfall is failing to be truly committed to a local church. 
 
As this passage in Hebrews makes very clear – this is nothing new. It has been a 
struggle for churches of every age. 
 
However, in 21st century Australia – we are at a particularly low ebb in terms of real 
heartfelt commitment. 
 
And while our church is better than most – we still have real problems with this. 
 
I want to suggest that there are three disturbing attitudes that are at work here. 
 
The first disturbing attitude is: 
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Optional membership 
 
We have men and women who have attended here – for years – who have been 
exhorted to consider membership – but remain non-members. 
 
I know that there are some who hold the view that membership is functional – not 
formal. 
 
In other words if you love Christ and are committed to His church – you are a member. 
 
There is a degree of truth to this. There is a sense in which we consider those who are 
in every way a functioning part of the church to be members. 
 
Our difficulty is this. As elders – we want to know who considers this their spiritual 
home – who we are to shepherd. 
 
To this end – we do have a formal membership process.  
 
There is no doubt that Scripture teaches that the early church had some form of 
membership – but we aren’t given many details of the formalisation of that 
membership. 
 
I do think there is some degree of liberty here. But in order to know who is committing 
themselves here – we agree with the practice of the majority of churches in having a 
formalisation of membership. 
 
It is not those who are functioning as members we have difficulties with. We do believe 
they need to become members – but we can see their heart and life. 
 
Our real difficulty arises with those who are not formally members and do not appear 
to be functionally members either. They claim to love Christ but they just come along 
to Sunday services without much other involvement. 
 
Having a formal process helps us know who our sheep are. 
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Membership is not a magic bullet. We have members who are less committed to Christ 
and His church than many non-members. 
 
Membership is one step of accountability – one aid to helping us shepherd you. 
 
Our heart is not to force membership on anyone – but to see you growing in Christ 
and desiring to be part of this church. 
 
Any distinction between functional and formal membership is arbitrary – it is not meant 
to be like this. 
 
So, for those who love Christ and are living for Christ – passages like Hebrews 10 is 
not aimed at you. No one questions your salvation. 
 
But, as elders we do believe that formalising membership is biblical and an aid to 
church. 
 
There is no doubt that the Scriptures command us to be joined to a local church. Those 
who were saved – were committed to a local church. 
 
Acts 2:47 says: 
 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  
 
John Stott comments on this statement. He writes: 
 

The Lord did two things together. He ‘added to their number … those who were 
being saved’. He didn’t add them to the church without saving them, and he 
didn’t save them without adding them to the church. Salvation and church 
membership went together; they still do.2 

 
In Acts 5:13 we find this statement referring to the church: 
 

No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the 
people. 

 
The word join them is the Greek word kollasthai. It literally means to ‘glue or unite 
firmly.’ It refers to far more than a loose association. It refers to joining oneself together 
with a specific group. It is the word that is used of two people being joined together by 
becoming one flesh and of a believer being joined to Christ. 
 
Here in Acts 5:13, this word must refer to some form of demonstrable membership in 
a local body. 
 
Galatians 6:10 exhorts us to: 
 

Do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the 
faith. 

                                                
2 John Stott, The Living Church, (Nottingham: Inter-varisty Press, 2007) pp. 32-33. 
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Who are the household of faith? Who is it that we watch out for especially? 
 
Who should the church assist in areas such as financial aid? In 1 Timothy 5, Paul gives 
instructions to the church as to which widows should be placed on a special list to 
receive support from the church. Many of the qualifications revolved around her having 
served the church. It seems the church knew who was formally devoted to the church. 
 
If you look through the book of Acts, we repeatedly read of the exact number converted 
and added to the church. It seems they knew exactly who was a committed part of the 
church. 
 
Without doubt, the Scriptures speak of believers as formally associated with a local 
church in a manner that is far more organised than them just attending and being 
involved. 
 
What does this mean? Let me be very clear. The elders believe that we need to know 
who is with us. Who has made this church their spiritual home. 
 
In Brisbane – there are a number of good churches within driving distance of most 
people. 
 
One consequence of this is a reluctance to commit to a local church for better or worse. 
 
Many want to be spiritual gadflies. I will go to a church until it ceases to serve my 
purpose – until I find something better. 
 
They try a few months here, a few months there. Maybe the grass is greener 
elsewhere. 
 
We have all seen them – those here for a few months then gone. 
 
Donald Witney calls them spiritual hitchhikers. They want to come to a church for the 
benefits and privileges but be free from the responsibility of membership in a local 
church. They want to be free to just float on if something doesn’t please them or if they 
are asked to be accountable in a particular area. 
 
We have those people. We have men and women who I don’t anticipate will be with 
us in a year. 
 
But even more worrying are there are those who like something about the church – so 
they stay. They like the music, the preaching, the homegroups. But then there are 
other things they don’t like – the music, the preaching, the youth groups, some 
theology. Something draws them – but something keeps them at arm’s length. 
 
So they stay – but won’t commit. That would signal agreement with too many things. 
They like us but not enough to commit. In their minds they would be supporting too 
many things they don’t like. 
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As one person put it to me – what we are is the best of a bad bunch of churches. If 
there was something better they would go there. 
 
Brothers and sisters. We want you here because you want to be here. Because you 
are committed here – not because duty says you have to go somewhere – so it might 
as well be here. 
 
The body of Christ is at war. Part of our problem is that we don’t know who is ready to 
go to war with us. 
 
As well, having so many non-members has begun to hurt us in other ways. 
 
Over the past few years we have had a number of non-member regular attenders fall 
into serious sin. As soon as we have approached them – they have left. Moved on. 
Told us that although they had attended here for a long time – they weren’t committed 
here – see you later. 
 
There is no commitment that allows us to shepherd them when they stray. They don’t 
want that. 
 
With one person – we began the process of church discipline. 
 
The response was a letter from a lawyer telling us that we could not carry out church 
discipline. 
 
Why? Not because we were wrong about the sin – everyone involved admitted the sin. 
 
No – the lawyer said that legally we could not carry out church discipline on a non-
member. 
 
We engaged our own lawyer and sought advice. We found a Christian lawyer who 
literally wrote the book on this subject – it was entitled – Churches, Clergy and the 
Law. 
 
His advice was that church discipline on non-members was shaky legally. We could 
try it and fight it – there were possible grounds – we may win – but more likely we 
would lose and the expense would be horrific. 
 
Then he asked – why do you have people at your church for years who are not 
members? Why aren’t they members? Why don’t they want the shepherding that 
includes correction and exhortation? Good question. 
 
Several years ago, Dr. Jay Adams was fielding questions at a conference. One man 
asked the question, “Should we enact church discipline on people who are not 
members of our church?” 
 
“No of course not!” answered Jay in his inimitable style. “Church discipline is only for 
believers.” 
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A questioning rumble passed through the room, so he explained further. “People who 
are not members of a church should be treated like unbelievers because they are 
treating themselves like unbelievers.” 
 
Mark Dever puts it this way: 
 

If you are not a member of the church you regularly attend, you may well be 
going to hell. 

 
Strong words – but words echoed by Hebrews 10. 
 
Don’t misunderstand this. Membership is not a condition of salvation. Nor does 
membership in a church confer salvation. 
 
Many churches including ours have many committed, godly men and women – who 
have not become members. I don’t want to question their salvation. 
 
What I do want to do is to say that our understanding of membership would cause us 
to urge them to formalise their commitment by becoming members. 
 
I struggle with why someone is happy to be committed to a church – but not become 
a member of the church. 
 
There is no such thing as optional membership. 
 
So here is what we are going to do. 
 
We know it takes some time to get to know a church – do you fit – is this the place for 
you. We understand that. 
 
We believe one year – twelve months – is enough time to decide if this church is going 
to be your spiritual home – for better or for worse. 
 
And let me say – we want you all. We want to shepherd you. We want to care for you. 
 
So, if you have been here twelve months or more – now is decision time. We have a 
membership class coming up. Time to commit. 
 
If you have been here for over a year – and are not a member – we want you to be at 
that class. 
 
We are talking adults here. Who is an adult? If you are college age – you are welcome 
to join us as members – but it is only those beyond the college years – those who are 
independent and have chosen to worship here – that we want to insist that you become 
members if this is to be your church. 
 
So, to all who are not members. We want you as part of this fellowship – but on Christ’s 
terms not yours. 
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We have been remiss in not making sure you are committed here. We have been 
remiss in not making sure that for the sake of your soul you are members here. 
 
If for some reason you don’t like that – if you think that is legalistic – if you still don’t 
want to commit here as your spiritual home – that is OK – but may I suggest that it is 
time to find a church somewhere that you can commit to. 
 
Don’t think you can float without commitment – for better or worse. Find a church – 
there are no perfect ones and commit. 
 
We are not perfect, we certainly have our flaws. But we want you to be a part of the 
solution. We don’t want you here simply until the urge to move on hits you or because 
you can’t find what you are looking for. 
 
Make this your church home. Formalise your commitment in membership. 
 
The only exceptions will be those who because of some theological difference – such 
as baptism – cannot become members. If this is you. If you want this to be your spiritual 
home – but there is some theological reason you cannot commit – then speak to an 
elder. Let us know what your issue is and whether we are to treat you as a member in 
practical terms. 
 
If you have problems with this – please talk to us. Otherwise we will be coming to talk 
to you. 
 
There is a second disturbing attitude. It is: 
 

 
 

Optional attendance 
 
There are people in this church that if I don’t see their face on a Sunday – I am worried 
they are really ill. 
 
There are others who seem to come only when the wind blows from the west. 
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We see them twice – then not for a month – then three times in a month – and gone 
for two months. I keep getting asked – are they still part of our church? 
 
At times I struggle to answer that question. 
 
For some – worship on the Lord’s Day becomes – unless something better comes up. 
 
I invited a couple to lunch. The man had the gall to tell me – we will only be at church 
if it is raining – if it is sunny we plan to head to the beach. 
 
Others have no hesitation planning weekends away camping, 4 wheel driving, hiking 
– not just on vacation, but very regularly throughout the year. 
 
Others work hard through the week – church is doable only if they aren’t exhausted. 
 
Some make an art form out of arriving at 9.43am. Fashionably late – they aren’t 
missing much. 
 
Is worship on the Lord’s Day really such a low priority? If there is nothing on TV, the 
whether is rotten, no one has called me to head to the beach, if I am out of bed, if I 
can’t think of a good reason not to go – then I guess I have to go. 
 
Not good enough! Do not forsake the assembling together. There has to be a pretty 
good reason for you to spend Sunday morning sipping Lattes looking out over 
Tamborine. 
 
Listen to Acts 2:42-47: 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many 
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  

 
Church and the worship of God was their life. 
 
The early church had no day off on Sunday. They met early – before work – and at the 
end of the day. They sacrificed to worship. 
 
In many places in the world – simply gathering to worship places their lives at risk. 
 
But worship on the Lord’s Day is a priority – a privilege. 
 
For many in our country it is merely a duty to be performed from time to time – let God 
know that you still think of yourself as a Christian. 
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They go to a church largely because that is what Christians are supposed to do. 
 
Self, friends, family – these are more of a commitment. 
 
Look, I know you can’t be here every Sunday – that is not what I am saying. 
 
What I am saying is that we gather to worship God – He is our priority. 
 
And we gather to remember the hope of heaven. 
 
Brothers and sisters. The world is a cruel mistress. She seeks to leech every ounce of 
heaven from our souls. 
 
Our work, our play, our daily living is in the world. But we are creatures of heaven. 
 
We need to be reminded that Jesus and Jesus alone satisfies. We need to know that 
our hearts are hid in Christ. Our home is in heaven. We are the redeemed, the people 
of the Lord. 
 
We gather to remember these truths. To fill our hearts with these precious promises 
to enable us to face the next week in the world. 
 
We should all agree with David who wrote in Psalm 122:1 
 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”  
 
We gather and do what Paul urged in Colossians 3:16: 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

 
And we leave knowing the truth of Psalm 121: 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.   
He will not let my foot slip—he who watches over me will not slumber;  
Indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.   
The LORD watches over me—the LORD is my shade at my right hand;  
The sun will not harm me by day, nor the moon by night.   
The LORD will keep me from all harm—he will watch over my life;  
The LORD will watch over my coming and going both now and forevermore.   

 
The church is one of the great joys of this life. It reminds us of who we are. It 
reorientates our lives. It recharges us for the week ahead. 
 
For your own sake, it is time to raise the bar. 
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If attendance is optional for you – then you need to search your heart long and hard 
as to whether your relationship with the Lord is just hell-insurance – rather than your 
very life. 
 
Do you come to worship Him. 
 
If you are one of the occasional attenders – time is up. You are committed to Christ or 
not. 
 
There is a third disturbing attitude. It is: 
 

 
 

Optional involvement 
 
I come to the church for the preaching – someone else can mow and make meals for 
the sick. 
 
We both work – some stay at home mum can do it. 
 
I have a mortgage – someone else can give. 
 
The older folk can pray – I am busy. 
 
We have people we see regularly on Sunday mornings – and that is it. 
 
Not at workdays – not at prayer meetings – not at homegroup. 
 
We have parents who use the children’s ministries – but never volunteer to man them. 
 
Every three months we have to keep asking for people to take some part in the life of 
the church – to fill out an availability survey. 
 
It almost seems that the attitude is – Oh I did something a few rosters ago – it’s not 
my time again yet. 
 



 19 

Those who won’t give – but will only take – can be parasites on the body of Christ who 
want the privileges without the responsibilities. 
 
There was an article in the newspaper a few years ago entitled – More important 
than marriage. 
 
It concerned a survey taken in the United Kingdom looking at men’s devotion to their 
favourite soccer team. 
 
What it found was that men were far more likely to walk away from their marriage than 
they were to abandon their favourite football team when it was struggling. 
 
The survey was done by Dr Sigman who established that 94 per cent of men said they 
would never abandon their soccer team, no matter how badly it performed, but 52 per 
cent of the same men said they would walk away from a marriage that was not working. 
 
The survey also revealed that a quarter of those surveyed admitted they would miss 
a family funeral in order to watch a football match. 
 
Dr Sigman concluded that, “If men showed the same fidelity, commitment, self-
sacrifice and honesty towards their partners, the divorce rate would halve overnight.” 
 
Let me reword his quote to make the point I want to make: 
 

If men and women showed the same fidelity, commitment, self-sacrifice and 
honesty to the local church that they do to their areas of passion – football, 
work, hobbies, TV – then the local church would be strengthened overnight and 
the kingdom of God would be furthered. 

 
If there is something that stirs your passions more than Christ and His church – then 
shame on you. 
 
We shouldn’t have to beg for enough people to serve you morning tea. 
 
We shouldn’t have to beg for help. 
 
We shouldn’t wonder if we will have enough people at workdays. 
 
If this is your church – sign up on the availability survey. 
 
Many people who attend regularly are not involved – they don’t’ sign up – or they are 
only peripherally involved. 
 
Look – we understand – age, pregnancy, illness, busy periods of life – can limit 
involvement in some areas. But if you have no real reason – and that is most of us – 
sign up – get involved – serve – use your gifts – don’t be a parasite who lets others do 
all the work so you can come and hear the preaching and get on with life. 
 
If you are here for the preaching but not the body life – you don’t understand church. 
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It shouldn’t be like this. 
 
Brothers and sisters – I hate giving sermons like this. I am sure it sounds wrong. I 
suspect wrong motives might be imputed. 
 
But quite frankly I am desperately concerned about a number of you. 
 
We have some of the most committed, godly, gifted men and women I know of. 
 
We also have a large number of those who are so peripheral to the body they seem 
barely attached. 
 
You come – for various reasons – but won’t commit. 
 
You are irregular in your attendance – church is a low priority. 
 
You aren’t involved in the life of the church – church is an add on. 
 
The easy route is simply for me to say – leave. Push you out. Set arbitrary standards. 
 
We end up with the most committed – the godly – the men and women who make a 
church thrive. 
 
It would make my job so easy. 
 
I know the counselling load would drop. 
 
I know the discord would drop. 
 
But I don’t want anyone to go. I want you to commit. First, to Christ and then to the 
church. To grow here. To use your gifts here. To develop the friendships that will 
encourage you for the rest of your days. 
 
It is through commitment that growth in grace and maturity comes. The body functions 
as it should. Every member doing it’s bit. And the whole is ministered to. 
 
Let me finish by reminding you of how Jesus sees His church. 
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Ephesians 5:25-27: 
 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.  

 
Jesus loves the church. Despite its flaws and failings – He loves it. And He calls us to 
love the church – and be committed to it – flaws and all – and make it something 
beautiful. 
 
Because that is a large part of how we become what Jesus called us to be. 
 
There is a joy and satisfaction that comes from committing together and growing 
together. 
 
Jesus loves the church. And He loves to energise the church to do great things. It is 
where the action is at. 
 
Jesus builds His church. 
 
But we have to listen to Him when He tells us what this church is to be like. We have 
to make His church a priority. Then He will work through us in ways we can barely 
imagine. 
 
I trust that you will pray for this church to be all it can be and to ask God to energise 
you to be a part of what He is doing here. 
 
I trust that in the years to come – you will say – I know that the local church is where 
the action is. 


