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GBC – FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE – Pt 2 
(April 2, 2006) 

 
I want you to picture three places. 
 
The first place is earth. A place filled with sinners. A place filled with those who are 
self-orientated. Their lives are consumed by the worship of the things of this world. 
 
The second place is heaven. A place filled with saints made perfect. Saints who are 
completely united with Christ and each other. Their lives are consumed by the worship 
of Jesus. 
 
But then there is a third place – the church. The church is a place in between earth 
and heaven. 
 
It is a place filled with saints – who are still imperfect and still in this world but they are 
destined for heaven. 
 
The church is a place to help us transition from this world to the world to come. To 
learn what it means to be in Christ. 
 
But the church has a tough job to do. 
 
It is to be a haven from the world but not keep the saints from being lights in the world. 
 
It is a place where we learn what it means to be like Christ so we can go out and show 
Christ to the world. 
 
It is a place where we gather separate from the world to worship Christ. 
 
BUT – and here is the point I want to emphasise – no church does its task perfectly. 
In fact because churches are filled with sinners and led by sinners – no church goes 
close to doing its task perfectly. 
 
And yet we all have a picture in our heads of what churches should be – and every 
church falls short of that picture. 
 
The question that all of us will confront at some point is this – should I stay committed 
to this imperfect local church or should I look for one that is closer to what a local 
church should be? 
 
And that is a good question. When do you stay committed and when do you move on? 
 
There are certainly reasons to move on. If a church teaches heresy or tolerates overt 
sin or if it becomes too legalistic and domineering or if a church moves its doctrinal or 
practical position to the point that you cannot in good conscience worship there – then 
move. 
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But, don’t move too readily. Every church goes through its seasons. Every church has 
its good times and times of struggle. 
 
And if you have chosen a particular local church to make your home – then I believe 
the teaching of Scripture is to stick with it – for better or for worse. 
 
Redouble your commitment. Be a part of the solution. 
 
But the idea of commitment is not a part of the ethos of our society. I am sure a number 
of you saw the article in Monday’s paper entitled – More important than marriage. 
 
For those who missed it, it concerned a survey taken in the United Kingdom looking 
at men’s devotion to their favourite soccer team. 
 
What it found was that men were far more likely to walk away from their marriage than 
they were to abandon their favourite football team when it was struggling. 
 
The survey was done by Dr Sigman who established that 94 per cent of men said they 
would never abandon their soccer team, no matter how badly it performed, but 52 per 
cent of the same men said they would walk away from a marriage that was not working. 
 
The survey also revealed that a quarter of those surveyed admitted they would miss 
a family funeral in order to watch a football match. 
 
Dr Sigman concluded that, “If men showed the same fidelity, commitment, self-
sacrifice and honesty towards their partners, the divorce rate would halve overnight.” 
 
Let me reword his quote to make the point I want to make in this series: 
 

If men and women showed the same fidelity, commitment, self-sacrifice and 
honesty to the local church that they do to their areas of passion – football, 
work, hobbies, TV – then the local church would be strengthened overnight and 
the kingdom of God would be furthered. 

 
The Lord wants us committed to the local church. To use our gifts to make it the place 
He called it to be. 
 
Last week I told you that in His wisdom – the Lord has made the local church the place 
where the action is. 
 
It is here that you find refuge from the world. 
 
It is here that you find fellow Christians to help you on your way. 
 
It is here that you will be trained and commissioned and held accountable. 
 
It is here that you use your spiritual gifts. 
 
It is here that the saints gather in a corporate sense to worship Jesus. 
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Jesus has a plan for reaching this world with the gospel and right at the centre of that 
plan is the local church. 
 
But for the local church to fulfil that great task – it needs every believer to be committed 
– to give their talents and gifts and time and energy to making the church all that Jesus 
envisioned it to be. 
 
One of the reasons why churches in the Western world are so impotent is that they 
have a core of committed saints, a group of semi-committed saints and a group of 
those who are peripheral to the life and heart of the church. 
 
My plea in this series is for you to examine your heart. Jesus has a plan for your life 
and to achieve that plan you must be committed in a local church. 
 
Last week, I also told you that commitment has two sides to it. There is the side of 
persevering through the tough times. But there is also the side of great joy that comes 
from commitment. 
 
The church is where you grow into the man or woman Christ called you to be. 
 
God designed the church to be a place that nourishes the soul and satisfies the heart 
and brings joy to our lives. 
 
So, how does God view the local church? One of the most wonderful descriptions of 
the local church is found in 1 Timothy 3:15 where Paul says: 
 

[I am writing to you these instructions so that] … you will know how people 
ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

 
We know he is talking about the local church because 1 Timothy is a book of 
instructions concerning conduct in the local church. This follows the instructions for 
appointing elders and deacons in the local church. 
 
This is a description of how God sees Grace Bible Church. 
 
This is the household of God. 
 
The term refers to the family of God. 
 
This is a place for Christians. In the world – there are few that honour God. Here we 
are all the children of God. We are family. We belong to each other. 
 
This is the church of the living God. 
 
God bought us at the cost of His Son. 
 
He filled us with His Spirit. 
 
God who lives empowers this church. 
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This is the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
 
The church is given the task of preserving the truth of God. That is why the elders who 
lead the church must be hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, 
so that they can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.  
 
We are to guard the truth and pass it on to the next generation who will keep the faith 
pure until Jesus returns. 
 
The word for foundation means secure, unshakeable, permanent – the church is the 
body that will last till this world is done. 
 
That is why we have to be committed to a local church – it is the body God designed 
to work through in this age. 
 
I ended last week by giving you five reasons why you should persevere with the local 
church. Now I want to expand on them. 
 

• First – Commitment to the local church is a command of God. 
 
God loves you and wants you to know Him, grow in Him, be satisfied in Him. 
 
And the place He created for us to grow and mature in Christ is the church. 
 
God commands us to be a part of a local church. 
 
The church began on the day of Pentecost. On that first day – 120 saints gathered in 
Jerusalem – and by the power of the Holy Spirit – 3,000 souls were saved, baptised 
and added to the church. 
 
In Acts 2:47 we read that the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved.  
 
When you read through Acts you see men and women saved and always they were 
added to a local church. 
 
When Paul writes his letters – he writes to local churches. Listen to Philippians 1:1: 
 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at 
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons. 

 
He is writing to a local church lead by overseers and deacons. 
 
The assumption is that every Christian is a part of a local church. 
 
And then we have Hebrews 10:25: 
 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
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The local church is where God designed the action to be. He intended every believer 
to be intimately involved in a local church. 
 
Since God commands us not to forsake assembling together, to refuse to be a part of 
a local church is sin. 
 
To choose to only be peripherally involved – come on Sunday mornings only – to stand 
aloof – this is not what God designed us for. 
 
For us to grow and for the church to be empowered to do its task – we have to be 
committed. 
 
There is a second reason why you should persevere with the local church. 
 

• Second – Commitment to the local church is one of the great joys of this life. 
 
The church is not just a place of teaching and nurture and training – it is also a place 
where the saints gather for a glimpse of heaven. 
 
There is a unique dynamic that comes from Christians gathering. 
 
Look at this verse: 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 
 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
lives in you?  

 
When you read this verse – how do you understand it? 
 
Unfortunately – two things work against us in understanding this verse. The 
individualistic nature of our society and the fact that we don’t have a word for the 
plural form of you. 
 
Too often we read this verse like this: 
 

Don’t you know – Dave Venz or Mary Hann or Katie Lechmere – that you 
yourself are a part of God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  

 
We often see it as a reference to us as individuals making up God’s temple. 
 
But if we lived in good old Alabama where they have a word for you plural – y’all – 
we might understand it better. It would read like this: 
 

Don’t y’all know that y’all – every one of y’all – are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit lives in y’all?  

 
Or maybe I could put it this way. 
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Don’t you know – Grace Bible Church – that all of you together make up God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in us – we who are His church?  

 
Listen to Ephesians 2:22: 
 

In him y’all are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by 
his Spirit.  

 
God designed us to be special – together. 
 
The point is that God energises us as a church in a remarkable way that does not 
happen to individuals. 
 
We were designed to be part of the church. 
 
This is a taste of what heaven will be like when we are completely united with Jesus 
and each other. 
 
And coming together as the people of God gives us a taste of the joy of heaven. 
 
Our Sunday worship transcends this world. 
 
You and I live in the world. The people of the world don’t care about Jesus. They don’t 
know the end of the world is coming. They are seeking to have their souls satisfied – 
but they don’t turn to the one place they will find rest – Jesus. 
 
A week of living among people like this drains you. 
 
A male nurse walked into the operating theatre on Wednesday and said – I have a 
great joke – now none of you are devoted Christians are you? 
 
I said – I am and I don’t want to hear your joke. 
 
He told it anyway. 
 
Living in the world takes its toll. You struggle to fix your eyes on Jesus. You struggle 
with the lusts of the world, the flesh and the devil. 
 
And then Sunday comes – the Lord’s Day. 
 
You walk in and see Christians. Men and women who have been saved by the power 
of Jesus – snatched from the world. Men and women on the road to heaven. 
 
You are joined to them. Together you are God’s family. 
 
You see others who despite their struggles are persevering on the way to the Celestial 
City. 
 
Together you fix your hearts on Jesus. Together you come and declare your faith. We 
remember that we are aliens and sojourners here – we have no part in this dying world. 
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Together we lift our voices in song. 
 
Just this morning we sang for joy because of the depth of the Father’s love for us in 
Christ. 
 
We sang praises to the Lord the Almighty, the King of creation. Our soul’s praised God 
for who He is and what He has done. 
 
And then we gathered around the Table of the Lord to remember Christ and what He 
did in dying. His grace was greater than our sin. He bled to make us clean. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 10 Paul tells us that when the church gathers and celebrates the 
Lord’s Table – that Christ Himself is our host. 
 
There is a corporate dimension to the worship of the church that is supernatural. God 
unites our hearts together and He Himself joins us – and the result is an experience 
of worship that nothing else in this world can match. 
 
There is a dimension to the worship of the gathered church that individual worship just 
can’t replicate. 
 
The corporate worship of the church gives us a very pale taste and prepares us for the 
worship of heaven. 
 
Listen brothers and sisters. The world is a cruel mistress. She seeks to leech every 
ounce of heaven from our souls. 
 
Our work, our play, our daily living is in the world. But we are creatures of heaven. 
 
We need to be reminded that Jesus and Jesus alone satisfies. We need to know that 
our hearts are hid in Christ. Our home is in heaven. We are the redeemed, the people 
of the Lord. 
 
We gather to remember these truths. To fill our hearts with these precious promises 
to enable us to face the next week in the world. 
 
We should all agree with David who wrote in Psalm 122:1 
 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”  
 
We go and there we are to do what Paul urged in Colossians 3:16: 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

 
And we leave knowing the truth of Psalm 121: 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?  
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My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.   
He will not let my foot slip—he who watches over me will not slumber;  
Indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.   
The LORD watches over me—the LORD is my shade at my right hand;  
The sun will not harm me by day, nor the moon by night.   
The LORD will keep me from all harm—he will watch over my life;  
The LORD will watch over my coming and going both now and forevermore.   

 
The church is one of the great joys of this life. It reminds us of who we are. It 
reorientates our lives. It recharges us for the week ahead. 
 
There is a third reason why you should persevere with the local church. 
 

• Third – Commitment to the local church is one of the ways God makes you like 
Christ. 

 
God designed us to find satisfaction in Him. The more we are like Christ – the deeper 
our joy. The more we are like the world – the deeper our dissatisfaction. 
 
The church is God’s school to help us grow more like Jesus. 
 
It is here that you are taught what it means to be like Christ. 
 
It is here that you are held accountable to the standard of being like Christ. 
 
Listen to this wonderful passage. Ephesians 4:11-16: 
 

[He] gave [to the church] some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer 
be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their 
deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow 
up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.  

 
The church … prepares God’s people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. 
 
The church has the task of building you up to be like Christ. 
 
It is here that you are shaped and moulded and encouraged and challenged and 
developed. 
 
Paul said that the church is the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
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Jesus called the church into existence and then built it upon the foundation of the 
Apostles. 
 
But they then entrusted the truth to men who were to find and train other men. 2 
Timothy 2:2: 
 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.  

 
Faithful men and women are to train the next generation who will train the next 
generation – and so until Jesus comes. 
 
God gave leaders to the church to build you up and make you like Christ. To encourage 
you and support you and shape you and call you to be all you can be in Christ. 
 
I was a pastor at Grace Community Church in the US while I was studying. I well 
remember one young man – Adam who turned up at one of our Bible Studies. 
 
Adam had become a Christian through a campus ministry but had never joined a 
church and had barely grown. 
 
I remember Adam because he was so shy. 
 
When he first turned up he wouldn’t ask questions during the Bible Study. But every 
week he came up afterwards and asked questions. Two things struck me. 
 
First, I was struck by how shy Adam was. When he spoke, he wouldn’t look at me and 
he covered his mouth with his hand. 
 
Second, I was struck by how good his questions were. This was a young man with a 
heart for the Lord and a mind – a really good mind for the things of Christ. 
 
I decided to take a risk with Adam. I told him that next week he was going to teach the 
Bible Study. 
 
He nearly fainted. He came up with a whole litany of reasons why he couldn’t do it. I 
told him – he was on and had better be prepared. 
 
Next week, he did a wonderful job. 
 
I put him on the roster regularly. 
 
Within eighteen months I asked him to be the shepherd of a homegroup. 
 
Then when I was leaving to come back to Australia – Adam came to see me. He told 
me that he was leaving his Law practice and going to seminary. He wanted to be a 
pastor. He asked me to pray when he told his Dad. 
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Adam was Chinese and came from a non-Christian home. His Dad would flip when he 
told him he was leaving law for the ministry. 
 
Today, Adam is a pastor. 
 
The church shaped him and moulded him and sent him out. 
 
I think of many who have come through here – and been shaped and moulded and 
sent out. 
 
I trust every one of you are being shaped and moulded ready to send out. 
 
The church has the task of making you like Christ. This is the cradle and school that 
prepares you for life in Christ. 
 
Without the church – your life in Christ will be deficient. 
 
We teach, we admonish, we encourage, we pray. 
 
Hebrews 10:24: 
 

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  
 
The church is the only place that will keep pointing you heavenward. It will tell you the 
world doesn’t satisfy. 
 
And because we love you – we will discipline you. James 5:19-20: 
 

My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 
bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.  

 
We won’t let you destroy your life with sin. We won’t let you turn from Christ. 
 
It is tough love – but it will save your soul. 
 
And when the going gets tough we will be there for you. Galatians 6:1-2: 
 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him 
gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.  

 
The world won’t be there. We will. This is the only place on earth that will care for your 
soul. 
 
But as well as training and encouraging and holding you accountable and bearing your 
burdens – there is one other aspect of being in a local church that makes you like 
Christ. 
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The very fact that the church is filled with sinners you are commanded to love is a life 
shaping experience. 
 
I want you to turn to a passage that has challenged me ever since I first read it. It still 
shakes me to my core. Philippians 2:1-5: 
 

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus … [who became 
obedient to death – even death on a cross!] 

 
What does it mean to be like Christ? We are to have the same attitude as Jesus. In 
humility we must consider others better than ourselves. We have to look to the 
interests of others. 
 
We know that this applies to all men. We are to love even our enemies. But – this 
particularly applies in the house of God. Galatians 6:10: 
 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.  

 
God in His wisdom put us in several social institutions whereby we are joined with 
other sinners. I think in particular of marriage, the family and of course the local church. 
 
Jesus loved us while we were yet sinners – and now He commands us to love each 
other even though we are sinners. 
 
On the last night of His life – Jesus washed the feet of the disciples then made two 
telling statements. He said: 
 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.  

 
And He said: 
 

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
 
And this is beyond hard. In fact without the help of the Holy Spirit – it is impossible. 
 
Imagine the case of Brad. Brad is invited along to Introducing God and God has mercy 
on his soul. 
 
Brad understands that he is a new creature in Christ – his old self has gone. 
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Then he is brought along to church. He has been told that the church is made up of 
redeemed men and women. Those who are done with lesser things. Those whose 
hearts are hidden in Christ. 
 
But Brad is stunned by what he finds when he comes to church. 
 
Half the church drags in after the service starts looking like they struggled to get out 
of bed. Some don’t sing certain songs. Some barely sing with any gusto. Some barely 
listen to the sermon. 
 
After the service most of the talk is about the overnight football or school or TV shows. 
 
Some even talk disparagingly about other Christians. 
 
The elders and deacons are all too ordinary. 
 
There seems to be little pointing to Christ and too little of the heavenly aroma he 
anticipated. 
 
The problem is that churches are filled with sinners. We are selfish and too worldly. 
 
And Brad starts doing the maths. He is twenty-two. If he is to obey Jesus, he has 
another fifty years of selflessly loving these sinners who are his brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
 
He wonders how he can do it. 
 
But, here is the good part. Fifty years of allowing love to cover a multitude of sins – 
fifty years of overlooking the faults of others – fifty years of considering others before 
himself – fifty years of looking to the interests of others. 
 
You can only do it if you are filled with the Holy Spirit and the love of Christ. And fifty 
years of this makes you more like Jesus. A lover of others. 
 
You develop the attitude Jesus has – love for the sinners who make up His church. 
 
The easy thing is to move when the going gets tough. The Christlike thing is to love 
with the going gets tough. And when you love, then you practice the truth of Colossians 
3:15: 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. 

 
What I want to say in this sermon series is not just grit your teeth and hang on for 
heaven. 
 
Commitment and perseverance is a good thing – it makes us like Christ – and in this 
there is great joy. 
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When we let love cover a multitude of sins – when we consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds – then we make our church as close to heaven 
on earth as possible. 
 
Let me share my heart a little here. I have learned that unity in the body comes when 
we choose to love. 
 
A decade or so ago – I would say that I was unnecessarily divisive – yet I thought I 
was simply championing truth. By dint of my personality I have fairly well developed 
views on just about every grey issue in Christianity. 
 
Once I made my preferences issues that divided me from some wonderful Christian 
brothers and sisters. 
 
But the Lord showed me that was wrong. 
 
Don’t misunderstand me. It is not wrong to have convictions. We should have them. It 
is wrong to make those convictions divisive in the church. 
 
The Apostle Paul spoke so much about unity and learning to live in unity. In 1 
Corinthians 8-10 he talked about how to deal with disagreements among believers 
over preference issues. He sums up his thoughts at the end of this section. 1 
Corinthians 10:31-32: 
 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 
Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God. 

 
Paul is saying that there may be things you would not normally do – but since they 
aren’t sin – for the glory of God and the sake of your brothers in Christ – don’t 
make a potentially divisive issue out of them. 
 
I would summarise the point like this: 
 

For the glory of God and the sake of your brothers in Christ – don’t make 
an issue out of preferences. 

 
Jesus died for us while we were yet sinners. Surely we can overlook the idiosyncrasies 
and weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Surely we can put 
preferences in minor issues aside and unite in worship of Christ. 
 
Living with others who aren’t perfect. Learning to love them and being loved in return 
in spite of your quirks and blind spots makes you more like Jesus who loved us. 
 
And being more like Jesus is not only our goal – but it is one of the joys of life in this 
world. 
 
It makes persevering worthwhile. 
 
There is a fourth reason why you should persevere with the local church. 
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• Fourth – Commitment to the local church is crucial for making the church the 
place of nurture it is meant to be. 

 
If the church is the place where new believers come to be shaped and moulded and 
taught – then we need you. 
 
We need your gifts, your support, your encouragement. 
 
The elders and deacons just can’t do it all. We need you. 
 
The committed core can’t do it all. 
 
We need you to grow in Christ and then take the young saints under your wing and 
discipling them and teaching them and loving them. 
 
We need you if this church is going to be all that it can be. 
 
And there is a fifth and final reason why you should persevere with the local church. 
 

• Fifth – Commitment to the local church is one of God’s means for reaching this 
world. 

 
When Jesus was forming the church – He told the disciples that He would send the 
church into the world to testify about Him. 
 
When Jesus ascended into heaven His final words were recorded in Matthew 28:18-
20 
 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

 
And on the day of Pentecost Jesus baptised the church with His Spirit and left us with 
the task of being His witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. 
 
The task of outreach is given to the church. We need you. We need your spiritual gifts, 
your financial gifts, your time, your voice, your life. We need you. 
 
Without you this church cannot be all it was called to be. 
 
I long to see us make a difference in the world. I long to see the power of the Holy 
Spirit unleashed through us. 
 
I long to see us more like Christ and satisfied in Him. 
 
God knew what He was doing when He made the church the centre of His plan. 
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Together, we can see the gospel go forth. We can see lives changed. We can make 
the church a small taste of heaven. 
 
Don’t settle for less. 
 


