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The Church Aflame – Part 1 
(November 15, 2009) 

 

 
 
Next month it will be 10 years since we began to meet in this facility – and we plan to 
have a celebration. 
 
On December 6 we are going to have a special service looking back over this last ten 
years – and looking forward to the next ten years. 
 
We will give you a history of the church and a slideshow of that history. 
 
But just to whet your appetite about where have come from and to explain what we 
are going to be doing over the next four weeks: 
 

 
 
Here is the little church we met at in Annerley ten years ago. 
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And here is this church building when we moved in. 
 
But as much as the building has changed – the people have changed even more – 
and I don’t just mean age – I mean turnover. 
 

 
 
While we spent five months working non-stop to renovate this facility we met in the 
only functional building we had – the back hall. 
 
Here is our first meeting out the back. You will recognise a few familiar faces – less 
grey hair – less weight – but still a few faces you recognise – the Gilchrists, Hudsons, 
Boboses. 
 
However, there are many faces you won’t know – and in fact very few here this 
morning were actually with us in 1999. 
 
Why is this important? 
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Last weekend the elders and deacons met to plan the next year and to begin to 
prepare for the next ten years. So the elders thought it prudent that we take a break 
from Luke – to ground us and orientate us for what lies ahead. 
 
Before we can talk about where this church is going – we need to know who we need 
to be – who we are – and where we need to be heading. 
 
Since so many are relatively new here – we want to pause and remind us all of who 
we are as a church – what our hopes and aspirations are – and what it will take to 
achieve them 
 
Lord willing, I plan to do a 4 part series that I trust will encourage us as we move 
forward together. 
 
We will look at Grace Bible Church’s: 
 

 
 
People, Positions and Plans. 
 

This week we will begin to look at Grace’s People 
 
What type of saints are needed if we are going to be the church the Lord calls us to 
be? This will take us this week and next week. 
 

Then we will look at Grace’s Positions 
 
Every local church has certain distinctives – doctrinally, practically, historically. We 
want to look at these. 
 

Then finally on December 6 – as we celebrate 10 years in this facility – we want 
to look at Grace’s Plans 

 
As I began to prepare for this – I realised that I struggled to come to grips with just 
how fast the last 10 years has gone. 
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These are pictures from our church camp ten years ago. 
 
Some of the adults don’t look all that different – the Churchwards and Dennises. 
 
But it is the kids that really show you how much has changed in 10 years. 
 
Dave and Leanne – haven’t changed too much – well at least Leanne hasn’t changed 
much – but my girls and Kailani – quite obviously a lot has changed in ten years. 
 

 
 
This was a church missions trip to the Czech Republic ten years ago. 
 
Dave and Karen got engaged on that trip – a lot has changed. 
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And this was at the reception for Dave and Karen’s wedding almost exactly ten years 
ago. The this was a church picnic from ten years ago. 
 
That is my Lisa and Nathan Zerk – they have certainly changed. 
 

 
 
Ten years ago we had our first service out the back. At that time we no longer wore 
suits – but we still wore ties in the middle of summer – only sang out of the hymn book 
– had the hymn numbers up on a board – and only had Graham on the piano as our 
music. 
 
Ten years later – the kids have grown. The adults have – perhaps diplomatically I will 
say – we have matured. 
 
But my point is ten years has gone incredibly fast. 
 
If we don’t plan now – if the Lord tarries – then the next ten years will be gone before 
we know it – and we will have just been treading water. 
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As we plan for the next ten years – I want to begin by looking at what type of People 
we ought to be. 
 

 
 
In 2 Peter 3:11-12, Peter is discussing the certain return of Christ. Then he asks this 
question: 
 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you 
to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God. 

 
Since Jesus is coming back – since He will ask us for an account of how we have lived 
– since we are sojourners and this is not our home – what type of people ought we to 
be? 
 
A couple of years ago I preached and sermon where I said that the Lord wants FAT 
people. 
 
Faithful, Available and Teachable. 
 
This morning I want to expand on that a little. 
 
I want to suggest that the Lord is looking for saints who are AFLAME! Those who are 
on fire for the Lord: 
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Those who are: 
 

Available 
Faithful 
Learning 
Abiding 
Missional 
Eternal 

 
First, those who are Available. 
 
What does it mean to be Available? 
 
When I was at Grace Community Church – a debate broke out in the group I was 
involved in regarding priorities. 
 
Basically, one well known teacher had suggested that our priorities should be – in 
order: 
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God 
Family 
Church 

 
Your first priority is God. Then comes family. And then church. 
 
What he meant was that if you don’t have God as a priority and don’t have your family 
right – then you aren’t qualified to do anything for the church. 
 
And this is true. 
 
But what happened was this. 
 
People twisted this slightly. It became an excuse for no real involvement and sacrifice 
for church. 
 
I am in a really busy period of life right now – I have to work to feed my family. I have 
to spend time with my kids. So right now – I really only have time for God – quiet times 
– attending church – and time for family. 
 
I would love to give some time to church and evangelism or missions – but if I did – 
my two top priorities God and family would suffer – clearly that isn’t right. 
 
So what should have been a good tool to make sure we have our priorities right 
became a way to excuse our availability. 
 
And so another well known teacher came out and said this God/Family/Church 
pyramid is misleading. 
 
He said what we should burn in our minds to stop any misunderstanding is: 
 

 
 
God and Family and Church. 
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If you are giving no real time to the church and the kingdom and ministry – then despite 
what you say – God is not your top priority – and if that is the example you are setting 
your family – then you are letting them down as well. 
 
There are enough hours in the week to spend time in the Word and Prayer and with 
the family and at work and serving the church and the kingdom. 
 
Granted – you can’t do everything as well as you want – but you better find a good 
balance. 
 
Jesus would agree with this. 
 
In a passage we are about to come to in Luke 9 – Jesus meets three men. 
 
Listen to that account. Luke 9:57-62: 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he 
said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who 
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 
These men said – I want to be in the kingdom – but I am just not available right now. 
Wait till my dad is dead. Wait till mum and dad give permission for me to go. 
 
And they missed out on the greatest privilege of this life and the next. 
 
They missed out on being disciples of Christ in this life – walking with Jesus – learning 
from Him – and they missed out on eternal life. 
 
They were more concerned with the things of this world than the kingdom. 
 
Later in Luke 14:26-27 Jesus says: 
 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be 
my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot 
be my disciple. 

 
If you put family and career and self ahead of Me – you cannot be My disciple. 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount – Jesus talks about our priorities. Matthew 6:24-33: 
 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money. … Do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 
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and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 

 
Brothers and sisters – we can always find an excuse for why we aren’t available. 
 
The young have things to do – places to be. Who has time to serve the things of God? 
– that can come later. 
 
The middle aged are just too busy. Career, wife, kids – paying the bills, going to soccer 
games, trying to get to the gym – maybe next year when things slow down a little. 
 
And when they are older and retired – there is still an excuse – I’m too old, my health 
isn’t up for it, you should be asking a younger man or woman. 
 
God wants us to always be available. Charles Simeon, the pastor of Trinity Church, 
Cambridge, two hundred years ago learned this lesson. In 1807, after 25 years of 
ministry at Trinity Church, his health broke. He became weak and had to take an 
extended leave from his ministry. Handley Moule recounts the fascinating story of what 
God was teaching Simeon: 

 
The broken condition lasted with variations for thirteen years, till he was just 
sixty, and then it passed away quite suddenly and without any evident cause. 
He was on his last visit to Scotland … in 1819, and found himself to his great 
surprise, just as he crossed the border, “almost as perceptibly renewed in 
strength as the woman was after she had touched the hem of our Lord’s 
garment.” He saw in this revival no miracle, in the common sense of the word, 
yet as a distinct providence. 
 
He says that he had been promising himself, before he began to break down, 
a very active life up to sixty and then a Sabbath evening [retirement!]; and that 
now he seemed to hear his Master saying: “I laid you aside, because you 
entertained with satisfaction the thought of resting from your labour; but now 
you have arrived at the very period when you had promised yourself that 
satisfaction, and have determined instead to spend your strength for me to the 
latest hour of your life, I have doubled, trebled, quadrupled your strength, that 
you may execute your desire on a more extended plan.”1 
 

He had said – I will be available to 60 and then it is my time – retirement – time to 
focus on me. 
 
But the Lord wants us available from the cradle to the grave. 
 
Brothers and sisters – where are your priorities. Is God a priority? Is family a priority? 
Is church a priority? 
 
Or if truth be told – does the unbiblical priority of self trump them all? 
 

                                                
1 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, 1993 Baker Books, Grand Rapids MI, p. 108. 
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This is crucial because we need every one of you. 
 
God designed the church in such a way that it needs every saint to be available for 
Him to use. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul discusses this. He says God gave spiritual gifts to every single 
Christian – no exceptions. 
 
If you are a Christian – you are gifted. 
 
Not everyone has upfront talking or leadership gifts. Some serve, some give, some 
minister – but everyone has gifts. 
 
He then says if any Christian makes themselves and their gift unavailable – the whole 
body suffers. 
 
If you are a serving person – clean the church, mow the lawns, work the sound desk 
– and you say – sorry – too busy. Got three kids – the best I can do for the next fifteen 
years is come to church 3 out of 5 Sundays – I mean – I have to keep the priority of 
family. 
 
Then someone has to step in. Maybe an evangelist stops sharing or a discipler stops 
teaching to mow the lawns – and the whole body suffers. 
 
If we are to do the work the Lord gave us as a church – we need you. 
 
And don’t make the mistake of saying – but that isn’t my gift. 
 
Maybe your gift is not evangelism – you still need to be sharing the gospel. 
 
Maybe your gift isn’t serving – you still need to clean and help. 
 
Just some are gifted in extra-special ways – we need you all. 
 
We all have to be available. The Lord wants us to be like Isaiah. Isaiah 6:8: 
 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” 

 
There is no one else there. Isaiah knew exactly who God was calling. 
 

Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 
 
In the Upper Room Discourse – the night before His crucifixion – Jesus addressed the 
disciples. He tells them He is going and the task to reach the world is going to be theirs 
and the church’s. He tells them it will be tough – but He will send His Spirit to aid them. 
 
Then in John 17:18 Jesus prays to His Father: 
 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
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Jesus has called you – gifted you – given His Spirit – given you a great task – 
commissioned you. 
 
Now He asks – who will go for Me? 
 
The question is whether you will say – “Here am I! Send me.” 
 
Are you available to seek first the kingdom – to shine His light to the nations – to do 
the task He left you here for? 
 
Or will you be like the faithless steward who buried his talents and never used them? 
 
How have you made yourself available for the Lord to use? What are you doing for the 
kingdom? Can you really say you are seeking first His kingdom? Can you say you are 
using your gifts for the church? 
 
Are you fulfilling your calling? 
 
God has you here for a purpose. And He will hold you accountable for what you did 
with the gifts, money, talents and time He entrusted to you. 
 
There is a second characteristic the people of God must possess. They must be: 
 

Faithful 
 
In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul reminds Timothy of the type of men he should pour himself into: 
 

What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

 
Faithfulness involves being willing to sacrifice and unwilling to compromise. 
 
We have seen in Luke that Jesus calls crucified disciples – those willing to die to self 
– to count the cost. Those who will set aside their comfort and privileges for the sake 
of the kingdom. 
 
When Paul decided to take Timothy along with him – Timothy knew from the first this 
would involve counting the cost. In Acts 16:3 we read: 
 

Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him 
because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father 
was a Greek. 

 
Timothy was known among the Jews in the area. And what stood out to the Jews was 
the fact that he had a Gentile father and was not circumcised. 
 
To them – the fact that Timothy was uncircumcised was a rejection of his Jewish 
heritage. 
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He couldn’t enter a Jewish home or synagogue. Since Paul’s habit was to go first to 
the Jews and to preach in the synagogue – taking a man of Jewish heritage – but who 
was uncircumcised – would have closed too many doors. 
 
So hopefully you can grasp the situation. Paul sees this faithful young man and 
realises his potential – but he knows that he has one impediment to ministry. 
 
Knowing this, Paul approaches Timothy. 
 

P: Timothy, I would like you to accompany me on the journey of a lifetime. We 
get to take the gospel to lands where they have never heard of Christ. 

 
T: Awesome Paul! Let me run and kiss my mum and grandma good bye and 

I will be there. 
 
P: Hang on a minute son. There is one potential problem. The Jews all around 

here know you are uncircumcised. So before you join me – I need you to 
be circumcised. 

 
Now ladies – this may or may not seem like a big deal to you. But Timothy is no eight 
day old baby, he is in his early 20’s. We are talking a no anaesthetic big deal here – 
and every man here knows what I mean. 
 
So right off the bat we find this test of Timothy’s faithfulness. He has to make a 
significant sacrifice to be involved in the ministry. 
 
And Paul would have expected nothing less of a man he would disciple. 
 
I have no doubt that Paul was not asking him to do something he wouldn’t have done. 
In 1 Corinthians 9:22-23 Paul says: 
 

I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I 
do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 

 
Paul was circumcised – but if he wasn’t and if circumcision would have opened doors 
to the gospel – he wouldn’t have hesitated. 
 
And this was not the end of the sacrifices. Timothy spent time in prison, being 
persecuted, suffering. Paul sent him into some incredibly difficult ministry situations. 
But this man was faithful. 
 
Paul said – Timothy – we need faithful men and women. Look for them. 
 
Their faith shows when it costs them something to follow Jesus. Where do they draw 
the line? What do they baulk at? What sacrifices are they willing to make? 
 
Are you faithful? Are you ready to count the cost? 
 
Listen to these words of J. Oswald Sanders in his wonderful book Spiritual Leadership: 
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The young man of leadership calibre will work while others waste time, study 
while others sleep, pray while others play. There will be no place for loose or 
slovenly habits in word or thought, deed or dress. He will observe a soldierly 
discipline in diet and deportment so that he might wage a good warfare. He will 
without reluctance undertake the unpleasant task that others evade because it 
evokes no applause or wins no appreciation.2 

 
Is finding the time to read and pray too big a sacrifice? Are you willing to get rid of the 
idols of the heart? Are you willing to sacrifice to see the gospel go forth? Are you willing 
to be faithful to live holy, share the gospel and glorify Christ? 
 
Do you know what one of the hardest things about looking at pictures of our church 
from ten years ago is? 
 
I looked at faces I was very involved with. 
 
There were several there who have walked away from Christ. Others who have had 
marriage trouble. Some with kids off the rails. Many who still claim Christ but don’t 
attend church. 
 
You can never guarantee that a man or woman will stay faithful to the end. But you 
can see the traits that signal faithfulness – dying to self, sacrificing, spiritual disciplines, 
seeking first the kingdom – the traits that help us to cling to Christ through the tough 
times. 
 
Listen to what Paul said to Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 1:18-20: 
 

Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction … so … you may fight the good 
fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and 
so have shipwrecked their faith. 

 
1 Timothy 4:16: 
 

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you 
will save both yourself and your hearers.  

 
2 Timothy 1:13-14: 
 

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching …. Guard the 
good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us.  

 
2 Timothy 2:15: 
 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.  

                                                
2 J. Oswald Sanders, Spiritual Leadership (Chicago: Moody Press, 1980) p.73. 
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2 Timothy 4:1-2: 
 

I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of 
season.  

 
Did you hear the common themes? 
 
Fight the good fight. Hold on to faith. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere 
in them. Guard the good deposit. Be a workman. 
 
Faithfulness requires a decision to work hard in the disciplines of the kingdom. To keep 
going in the task given to us even when it is tough. 
 
There is not one Christian who will not tell you of times they felt like throwing it all away 
– but how could they leave Jesus? He has the words of eternal life? Where else would 
they go? 
 
So they persevere. They decide beforehand to keep going. They developed the habits 
to help them keep going. 
 
In 2 Timothy 2 Paul gives analogies of faithfulness – the singleminded soldier, the 
athlete striving for the prize, the hard working farmer. 
 
If you think you can glide through life and still be found faithful at the end without a 
decision to die daily to self and take up the cross daily – you are sadly mistaken. 
 
When you read through 1 and 2 Timothy you see Paul keep saying how many men 
had deserted him and his ministry. Hymenaeus, Alexander, Philetus, Demas and 
many more. In fact he finally says to Timothy – everyone here has deserted me but 
Luke. 
 
In ten years from now – when we look at pictures of those in this church now – will we 
be praising God for your faithfulness or weeping over someone who no longer walks 
the path of faithfulness? 
 
Unless you are disciplined – and committed – faithful to obey the words of Jesus – 
following the spiritual path of Jesus – doing the work of the kingdom. 
 
Unless you are in Him and finding your joy in Him – the pull of the world will grow 
stronger and stronger – and you will have no strength to resist. 
 
But if you abide in Him and find strength in Him and put your shoulder to the plough 
and do the work of the ministry – then Philippians 1:6: 
 

I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ. 

 
Then you will join Paul in saying – 2 Timothy 4:7-8: 
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also 
to all who have loved his appearing. 

 
The Lord uses those who are Available and Faithful. 
 
There is a third characteristic the people of God must possess. They must be: 
 

Learning 
 
Listen to Ezra 7:10: 
 

Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach 
his statutes and rules in Israel. 

 
We are a people of the Word. We find out about Christ and our task through the Word. 
 
The Spirit uses the Word to call us, convict us, guide us. 
 
It does not come via telepathy or angels. What we know of spiritual truths comes by 
the Word. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: 
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work. 

 
You learn about God and Christ and heaven and hell and salvation and sin – from the 
Word. 
 
First and foremost – this comes from reading the Word – saturating yourself in the 
Word. 
 
God breathed out His Word so we might know about Him and ourselves and salvation. 
It is precious. It is the only thing that will outlast this dying world. 
 
Prophets gave their lives to write the Word. 
 
Churches gave their lives to preserve it. 
 
Men like Tyndale gave their lives to translate it. 
 
And now we have the Word in readable, accurate, accessible Bibles. 
 
And the tragedy is – the most precious thing any one of us owns often remains barely 
read. 
 
Here is a book that opens up the mysteries of the universe. 
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It revives the soul; it makes wise the simple; it rejoices the heart; it enlightens 
the eyes. 
 
The Word of God is more to be desired than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your 
servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. … Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my 
rock and my redeemer. 

 
Yet I talk to Christians who barely read the Word. 
 
They barely know how the Bible is arranged. Many could not even say the books of 
the Bible. 
 
Ask them about the Minor Prophets – why they are there – what we are meant to learn 
from them – they look blank. 
 
Many find Leviticus and Deuteronomy too hard. 
 
Many find Paul too hard. 
 
They live on a diet of a few Psalms and Proverbs. 
 
And we wonder why we are so weak. How can we stand against false teaching if we 
don’t know true teaching? 
 
And that is only the start. 
 
If you want to know the truth – about sin and election and heaven and hell – you need 
to be reading the great books of the faith. 
 
I ask people in the church – what are you reading – many haven’t read a good solid 
book about the faith for years. 
 
Many have never read the classics – Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, JC Ryle’s Holiness, 
Spurgeon’s The Soul Winner, Edward’s Resolutions, Lewis’ Mere Christianity. 
 
Let alone some of the weighter classics – Calvin’s Institutes or the Puritans or Luther 
or Berkhof or Hodge or Warfield. 
 
Or even the modern writers – Stott, Packer, Piper, Carson, MacArthur. 
 
If they do read it is lightweight stuff that doesn’t challenge and won’t be in print in a 
decade. 
 
While the Word itself has to be our primary source of food – the books written by great 
men and women of the faith – as well as histories and biographies – are the stuff that 
nourish our souls. 
 
Who can fail to be inspired by the stories of the martyrs and missionary pioneers? 
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How will you share the faith with a Jehovah’s Witness if you don’t know how to defend 
the deity of Christ? 
 
How will you escape the snare of Mormonism if you don’t know the Word? 
 
How will you raise a child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord without the Word 
and the great parenting tools? 
 
Do you know how to share your faith? Do you have a Bible Reading program? 
 
Do you understand theological positions and church history? 
 
How will you stop the slide into the emerging church without knowing the dangers? 
 
Too many of us are satisfied to drink from the thimbles of pop religion rather than the 
deep wells of the great saints – Baxter and Watson and Spurgeon. 
 
You need to push yourself. 
 
Take a few classes on theology and church history. 
 
When our website is up and running – I hope to put a number of tools on there including 
suggested readings – books to read before you go to glory. 
 
Without reading the classics you will be an inch deep in your learning rather than able 
to swim in the great oceans of thought. 
 
Be readers brethren. 
 
I would dare to suggest that few if any great saints have not been readers who pushed 
themselves. 
 
We find time for TV and other leisure pursuits – but not time to plumb the depths of 
the Word and the great saints. 
 
Be learners. 
 
We want to be a church used of God. That means every person here has to be ready 
and willing and equipped. 
 
One of the plans we have is to provide opportunities for training and growth – so you 
can be mature and complete – ready for every good work – because we need every 
one of you. 
 
The story is told that in a certain mountain village in Europe several centuries ago, a 
nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his townspeople. At last he 
decided to build them a church.  
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No one saw the complete plans for the church until it was finished. When the people 
gathered, they marvelled at its beauty and completeness. Then someone asked, “But 
where are the lamps? How will it be lighted?”  
 
The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls. Then he gave to each family a 
lamp which they were to bring with them each time they came to worship.  
 
“Each time you are here the area where you are seated will be lighted,” the nobleman 
said. “Each time you are not here, that area will be dark. This is to remind you that 
whenever you fail to come to church, some part of God’s house will be dark.” 
 
I won’t give each of you a lamp – but figuratively speaking – you already have lamps 
– you are light to the world. 
 
When you fail to use your gifts, your talents, your time – some part of the church is 
dark. Some part of the church does not function as it should. 
 
We need you. But we need you equipped and ready. 
 
We need you aflame for the Lord. We need you: 
 

Available 
Faithful 
Learning 

 
And as we will see next week – we need you: 
 

Abiding 
Missional 
Eternal 

 
It is my prayer that you will take the call to die to self daily – to take us His cross daily 
– to grow in holiness – to use your gifts – to take these calls seriously. 
 
And then the Lord will use us in ways we can barely imagine. 
 
May He who began a good work in us – by His Spirit and by our faithfulness – may He 
complete that work in us – so we may do the task entrusted to us. 


