
ACTS:  The Unstoppable Good News of God’s Kingdom!   
(Acts 1:1-11) 

What do you think of when you hear the phrase, “Previously on . . . .”  ? 
Most likely, you think of a television series that starts with a recap: 
 “Previously on Survivor . . . .” 

“Previously on Master Chef . . . .” 
 
The NT letter commonly called “Acts” could rightly begin: 
 “Previously on the Gospels . . . .” 
Or more precisely: 
 “Previously on the Gospel according to Luke” 
 
You see the letter/book of Acts is more a “Sequel” than a series. 
 While it records a series of activities the early church engaged in,  
 The Books of Acts is the actually “Part 2” to the Gospel of Luke. 
  
How do we know that Books of Acts is the Sequel to the Gospel of Luke? 
 
Luke, an ancient medical doctor, begins the Books of Acts like this:  

“I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach.”  
 

And Luke began his gospel about Jesus like this:  
It seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the very first,  
to write to you in an orderly sequence, most honourable Theophilus.” 

 
Both were written to Theophilus, a name which means “loved of God/friend of God.” 
• We don’t know if this was a nickname or a real name. 
• But we do know the Gospel acc’d to Luke is the “first narrative” and Acts is the sequel. 
  
As far a Title for the letter of Acts? 
A common title is “The Acts of the Apostles”.  But that’s too us-centred, too man-centred. 
 
Luke starts his sequel with this emphasis:   

“I wrote the first narrative [my Gospel] about all that Jesus BEGAN to do and teach.” 
 
 Jesus is risen!  Jesus has ascended to heaven and His ministry continues! 
      His Ministry of interceding for us and sending His Spirit. 
We could paraphrase the intro to Acts, like this:   

“Now I write [in my Sequel] about what Jesus CONTINUES doing and teaching”   
 

So I like this this little graphic with an emphatic Dr. Luke (Vol 1, Began/ Vol 2, Continue). 
  

One of the best titles for Acts, pulling the book together is pastor John Stott’s title 
    “The Continuing Words & Deeds of Jesus by His Spirit through His Apostles” 
But I’d improve it with just 2 words:  
 “– and us!”  because 21 centuries later, Jesus’ words & deeds still continue in His Church, 
           by His Spirit! 
Some sequels are real let downs . . .  
The sequel to the movie The Incredibles is coming out this year . . . I hope they don’t 
blow it!  So disappointing when a great original is followed by a terrible sequel! 
 
Not Acts!   It’s a real is a ‘page turner’ . . .  
• Miracles, Martyrdom, and Multitudes of conversions! 
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• Not just Deception, Opposition & Persecution, but Transformation! 
• People are transformed, communities are transformed by the Good News of Jesus 

 
The Book of Acts has no dull spots! 
Very impressive to keep our interest for the time span it covers:   

30 years from Jesus’ heavenly Ascension to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. 
 
If you like CSI or Law & Order, there are loads of Trials as Christians & Christianity itself 
is cross-examined.   This shows us . . .  
 
One of the 2 main Purposes of the Book of Acts  is it’s . . .     
1] Apologetics Purpose (Defending the Faith)  
 
Luke is a very careful historian, defending the Christian Faith & its historicity.  

“I have carefully investigated everything from the very first, Theophilus, so that you may know 
the certainty of the things about which you have been instructed.”  (Luke 1:3-4) 

 
In Greek, “CERTAINTY” is the final word, for emphasis.  
Luke ends his Gospel introduction with the word ‘certainty’.   
  
But in Acts, Luke is not ONLY defending the truthfulness & historicity of the Christian faith. 
He’s also defending the safety of the Christian faith – Jesus and His Church/His people 
are a blessing to societies and governments, not something to be feared. 
 
Recall by this stage in the first century AD – the early to mid-60s – persecution of 
Christianity is on the rise.  One of the Caesars named Nero even blamed Christians for 
the burning of Rome. 
 
Just as the Gospel of Luke (really all the Gospels) show that the crucifixion of Jesus is 
the greatest injustice the world has known (Pontius Pilate even declaring Jesus innocent),  
 

so again, in Acts, Luke shows why Christianity should not be feared as dangerous, 
lawless, and why the executions of Steven & James, and the imprisonments of Peter, 
John & Paul were baseless & unjust. Christianity does not bring anarchy Acts 25:8   

 In court, Paul made his defence:  “Neither against Jewish law, nor against the temple,  
 nor against Caesar have I done wrong.” 

 

Today, people are more and more “suspicious” about Jesus & His Church. 
How important it is that we, too, grasp what we are to be on about as His people, how 
we are to live and love one another and love the world. 
 
So re. the safety of the Christian faith, 1 “Big Question” addressed by Acts is this:  
What does community look like, what can the world look like w/Jesus embraced as Lord? 
 The answer:  a thing of beauty not anarchy! 
A sacrificially loving, holy people, filled with God’s Spirit, motivated by gratitude for Jesus. 

This leads us to the other main Purpose of the Book of Acts,  
2] Missionary Purpose (Advancing God’s Kingdom)   
      1:8  “You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea & Samaria, & to the end of the earth.”  

In Luke’s Gospel – the flow of narrative is Jesus coming to Jerusalem, the Cross.   
In Luke’s Sequel – the flow of narrative is the Good News going out from Jerusalem. 
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Verse 8 is a Geographical ‘outline’ of the Book of Acts:   
 The Good News of Jesus going from Jerusalem to Judea/Samaria to Everywhere!  
 
 Our Role:  to be His Witnesses, Ambassadors. 
 Our Goal:  to advance His Kingdom of salvation. 
 
Beginning to End, the Book of Acts is about the spread of the Kingdom of God  
• Acts 1:3,6 

After Jesus had suffered, He also presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking about the KINGDOM of God . . . .  
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you restoring the KINGDOM to 
Israel at this time?” 

• Acts 28:23,30-31.  
“Many came to Paul at his lodging.  From dawn to dusk he testified about the KINGDOM of God. 
He tried to persuade them about Jesus . . . . Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented 
[prison] house. And he welcomed all who visited him, proclaiming the KINGDOM of God  and 
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” 

 
To Jews & Gentiles the Good News of Jesus as King of Kings & Lord of Lords is unstoppable! 
Both of these paired purposes – the apologetic & missionary purposes – come together 
in the grand theme of the entire book of Acts:  

The Unstoppable Good News of God’s Kingdom! 
 

As the seed of the gospel of sown, the Kingdom spreads.  A different kind of kingdom, 
and inside-out, upside-down kingdom of God’s grace to sinners through Jesus.     
As Jesus put it, the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, beginning small but growing 
to the largest plant in the garden, despite pests & weeds . . . unstoppable!   

In the book of Acts . . .  
 
We’ll see Opposition from: 
• Jewish religious leaders called the Sanhedrin, and Jewish political rulers, the Herods. 
 As John & Peter are imprisoned, Stephen is martyred, and the church is scattered  

by Jewish persecution. 
 

We’ll see Opposition from: 
• Roman authorities, who arrest Paul, put Paul on trial, where he must appeal to Caesar 
  Pagan religions oppose the Gospel, when it impacts the wallets of idol makers! 
 

 YET, the Good News of His kingdom is unstoppable!      
Acts 1-12:  is about Proclaiming Jesus, King of the Jews, King over the Herods. 
Acts 13-28:  is about Proclaiming Jesus, King of Gentiles, King over the Caesars. 
 
But the spread of King Jesus’ Good News is not only challenged from outside the church. 
There is also conflict from within the church:   Sadly . . .  
• We’ll see lies & hypocrisy in Ananias & Sapphira to look really righteous,  Acts 5 
• We’ll see bias in favour Hebrew Christian widows over Greek Christian widows,  Acts 6 
• We’ll see a magician named Simon fake his conversion for power & money, Acts 8 
• We’ll even see Jewish Christians struggling with God’s grace going to non-Jews, Acts 11/15 
While there are obstacles along the way, Hypocrisy in here & Hostility out there, which 
may well bring temporary setbacks . . . the book of Acts will teach us that ultimately 
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nothing – from shipwrecks & snake bites, to arrests & executions – nothing can stop 
King Jesus and His Kingdom! 
 
That’s the grand Theme of the Book of Acts. 
   And we need to believe it in OUR day! 
• Our Western Culture is more hostile than ever to Jesus. 
• The Western Church more hypocritical than ever,  

weakened by an ear-tickling, me-centred gospel w/Jesus as our ‘Homeboy’ not our Lord 
             
But Hell itself cannot prevail against Jesus’ continuing Gospel work by His Spirit in His people. 
21 centuries later, the Church still stands and the Good News is still spreading!   
 The Good News of God’s Kingdom is Unstoppable! 
 
The precious theme of the entire Book of Acts.   
 
. . . Now what’s the Main Idea for our text for today,  Acts 1:1-11, 

the “Introduction” to Luke’s Sequel?   
 
Our passage has bookends, vv.2&9, highlighting Jesus being “Taken up” to heaven. 
    What is Jesus’ Ascension all about?  And what does Jesus’ ascension mean for us? 
The answer is our Main Idea:  

King Jesus’ is now Enthroned!   His Ascension EMBOLDENS our witness! 
 
We’ll learn that only because Jesus has ascended can the Holy Spirit descend – to 
‘empower’ the Church.  This is briefly hinted at in verse 4-5,  

While Jesus was with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
Father’s promise.  “Which,” he said, “you have heard me speak about, for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few days.” 
 

That will be unpacked in chapter 2 and the rest of the book of Acts. 
 
But this morning, we’ll see King Jesus’ sovereign rule emboldens our trust & our witness 
as we proclaim the unstoppable news of His Kingdom in a hostile world. 
  
The Disciples misunderstood much about Jesus’ Kingship and Kingdom! 
Maybe we do, too?   So here is our Outline:  

1] Jesus’ Kingdom Ain’t What You Think!   (1:1-8) 
2] Get Going in His Kingdom Work & Witness!  (1:9-11) 

 
1]  JESUS’ KINGDOM AIN’T WHAT YOU THINK!   (1:1-8)    

There’s a folk song in America that goes like this: 
“The old grey mare, she ain’t what she used to be, ain’t what she used to be, many years ago.” 

 The mare got old and could no longer race or work. 
 
With Jesus, God’s kingdom “ain’t what it used to be!” 
 Not because it’s worn out, but because it’s becoming ‘what it’s meant to be’ all along! 
What is God’s kingdom meant to be?  We’ve commented already on most of verses 1-5, 
so let’s jump in at verse 6, where the disciples ask Jesus, 

“Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 
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“Is this the time?”  
 
But they’re misinformed. 

It’s not just a question of When? 
It’s also question of What – What is the Kingdom of God? 
And a question of Who – Who is in the Kingdom?/Whose it for? 

 
I like a tiny little book that summarises Luke’s letter of Acts in drawings.  It’s written by 
a pastor (Kevin DeYoung) who hired an illustrator.  And this graphic sums up well  

3 Ways the disciples Misunderstood God’s Kingdom and their role in it:   
   the Kingdom’s Nature (What), Domain (Who? & Where?) and Timing (When?) 

 
Let’s start with the “What” Question . . .  
1]  What is the Nature of God’s Kingdom? 
 
Every kingdom has a King and a rule of Law . . . the “law of the land”. 

How is that law enforced?  By the courts, by police, by military.     
 
Earthly Kingdoms are military-political, sustained by the rule of the Sword   
God’s Kingdom is different, sustained instead by the rule of the Word   
  
God’s Kingdom is not Military-Political . . . it is Heavenly & Spiritual  
 
The Word of God ruling our hearts & minds 
 
 Not an outside-in rule, the sword compelling us to bow in allegiance 
  as when one earthly kingdom takes over another. 
 No, God’s kingdom is an inside-outside rule, the word of good news about Jesus 
  compelling us to bow our hearts & minds to Him, and joyfully so, from within.   
 
Listen to how Christians are compelled, how we are appealed to, as the apostle Paul writes 

“I appeal to you by the meekness & gentleness of Christ . . . to take every thought captive to the 
obey Christ”  (2 Cor 10:1, 5) 

 
An internal transformation driven not by the sword, but by gratitude for God’s Grace 
toward REBELS/TRAITORS! 
 
We’re not just boat people, refugees–but sinful, moral terrorists, totally unworthy of 
God’s Kingdom, but who nonetheless are offered citizenship through Jesus and His 
sinless sacrifice in our behalf! 
   
This good news of God’s grace to sinners is what compels us to obey King Jesus, as we  
see how worthy He is to receive honour. 
 
What is God’s Kingdom?      Right now, it’s  

King Jesus reigning in the midst of His citizens,  
His law written on our hearts, as we gladly live under His Lordship. 
 

So His kingdom is spread not by the sword, but by the word of the Gospel. 
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This links into the second misunderstanding of the early disciples, and our need for clarity 
on the question . . . 
 
2]  Who is in the Kingdom?/Whose it for? 
 
Every Kingdom also has Citizens and a Territory 
 
Notice how the disciples put a Jewish “spin” on what Jesus said: 

for 40 days Jesus was teaching them about “The Kingdom of GOD” (v.3)  
but hear how the disciples LIMIT God’s Kingdom in verse 6, 

“Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”  
 (in their words, hear “ethnic, national Israel”) 

 
They were wrongly thinking of a Military-Political takeover of Rome by the sword      
AND they were still thinking the kingdom of God was only for ethnic Jews, national 
Israelites.   Not “Go the Maroons!”, but “Go the Menorah!”      
 
NO!  Ever since the promise given to Abraham in Genesis 12, the Messiah is given for the 
World, Jews and Gentiles . . . NOT a national Kingdom, but an INTERNATIONAL one,  

You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Often the phrase, “people of every tongue, tribe and nation” is found in texts referring 
to Messiah coming.  And may this gathering in Logan be a such a people!    
 
So, Who is the Kingdom for?:  

“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved!”  (an OT quote!) 
 
Where is the Domain of God’s Kingdom?:  

Every sphere in which the rule of Jesus is experienced! 
 
From the time of Jesus’ Ascension until His return . . .  
• Jesus’ rule is primarily experienced in the Church, the people through whom the reign 

of God’s presence & power is visible.    
• Jesus’ Church is the ‘custodian’ of the kingdom, given the keys of the kingdom, 

called the Gospel, the good news! Mission of the Church = Message of Gospel 
 
But as the kingdom grows, so does its influence, spilling over into other spheres, like 
the commercial sphere in Ephesus in Acts 19, where we’ll see the idol-making trade come 
to a standstill because so many people came to follow Christ as King!   
And in Prison there were heaps of conversions as arrested disciples shared Jesus. 

When a whole society is impacted, we call it “revival.” 
As God’s kingdom spreads, more & more we sense God’s will being ‘done on earth as it 
is in heaven’, as the age to come breaks into the present age.   
 
The brings us to the misunderstanding about Timing . . .  
3] WHEN does the Kingdom come?    
 
The answer is both “Now” and “Not Yet.”   
 Now, in part,  

Then, in full.    
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• Now, in Part 
From the beginning of Jesus’ earthy ministry, He said,   

“Repent and Believe for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  (Mark 1:15) 
“The kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matt 12:28) 

 
The kingdom is here (now, in part) because king Jesus had come. 
And by His Spirit – His presence & power in His church – the kingdom is still here. 
 
In Jesus, the kingdom has arrived, but it hasn’t fully ‘set up shop.’ 
Jesus also taught the kingdom would GROW. 

All of Jesus’ citizens are not yet saved,  
All the enemies of Christ are not yet defeated, 
All His ways are not yet honoured & obeyed.  

  
• Then, in Full  
 

Jesus explains this Now-but-Not-Yet tension in a parable. Luke shares in his Gospel  
As Jesus’ was nearing Jerusalem, because they thought the kingdom of God was going to 
appear at once, He told them a parable:    
“A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and then return. 
Calling his servants, he gave them 10 coins, and said to them, ‘Engage in business until I return.’1 

 
This important parable is our bridge to Acts 1, both about the timing of the kingdom,  

                     and about what happened at Jesus Ascension. 
 

As far as TIMING goes . . . in Acts 1:7, Jesus answered, 
“It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set”   

Jesus likely had a tone of exasperation, “Ughhh . . . It’s not for you to know times” 
All the chronological details of the kingdom spreading – the Not Yet – are not for us to know! 
BUT what are we to know?  Verse 8, 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses 
  
In the Now/Not Yet, it’s the “NOW” that we are to focus on!  Ambassadors of the king . . .  

2] GET GOING IN HIS KINGDOM WORK & WITNESS!  (1:9-11)   

If Jesus had a tone of exasperation in verse 7,  
The two angels in white were probably no different! 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? 
 
The Disciples have just been commanded to get going as ambassador of King Jesus! 
Go and be witnesses about His life, His death & His resurrection – and now witnesses of 
His Ascension.   But they’re standing there like stunned mullets!       Admittedly . . .  

Woosh!  Up, up & away – Jesus is taken into Heaven – no doubt way more cool  
than any special effect Hollywood can muster. 

 

Maybe their thinking: we’ve just got Jesus back from the dead, now we’ve lost Him again! 
Like Mary, clinging to Jesus’ feet the day He rose from death, not wanting to lose Him. 

But Jesus said to Mary, 
“Don’t cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended  to the Father.” (John 20:17) 

                                       
1 Luke 19:11ff. 
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So what exactly is happening at His Ascension? 
 
Let me tie this all together, then we’ll get into our Application of why this emboldens us. 

 
Acts 1:9     After Jesus had said this, he was taken up as they were watching,  

and a CLOUD took him out of their sight.    
 

Ring a bell?  Taken up to heaven in a cloud? 
We need to connect the dots way back to a prophecy in the OT Book of Daniel. 
 
In Daniel 7, another time of great oppression against God’s people, a prophecy is given: 

“Four huge beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other” 
These 4 beasts symbolise 4 pagan kingdoms persecuting God’s kingdom, 
After the 4th beast appears, Daniel writes,  

“As I kept watching, 
 the Ancient of Days took His seat… 
The court was convened, 
and the books were opened. 
 

God’s Big Time Reckoning!  Notice the links with Acts 1:9, as Daniel then adds: 
Suddenly, one like a Son of Man 
was coming with the CLOUDS of heaven. 
He approached the Ancient of Days… 
He was given dominion and glory and a kingdom; 
so that those of every people, nation and language should serve Him. 
His dominion is everlasting . . . and His kingdom will not be destroyed!   (Dan 7:9-10, 13-14) 

 
In fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecy, Jesus is in fact this prophesied “Son of Man”!  

Jesus ascension is His coronation:  God the Son crowned as King by God the Father! 
After suffering at the hands of the last beast, suffering at the hands of Rome, through 
Roman crucifixion, Jesus is not only resurrected, but EXALTED to the right hand of God. 

This is precisely why, when Jesus is on trial and the high priest asks Jesus,  
“If you are the Messiah, tell us.” (Lk 22:67) 

Jesus answered  
“I do tell you, but you will not believe….from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right 
hand of the mighty God.” 

They know what Jesus is claiming – and reply “Are you, then, the Son of God?!” 
Viewing this claim as blasphemy, they crucify Jesus. 

 
But He is risen and crowned!   

 
In Acts, we hear the phrase “Son of Man” from Stephen as he is being killed for his faith, 
martyred.  Acts 7 reads  

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven, saying,  
“Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

 
Our King in enthroned with sovereign power! 
As John writes in the book of Revelation, and we sing in the musical, Handel’s Messiah,   

“The kingdom of the world has become  
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 the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ!  And He will reign forever & ever.” (Revelation 11:15) 
 

NOW LET’S APPLY THIS PASSAGE TO OUR LIVES THIS MORNING . . .    
 
First, a word to those Not Yet Christians 
 From children, to visitors, to long-time church goers still undecided about Jesus. 
 
Please hear this. Everyone must choose a Kingdom. 

And the Bible says there are only 2 to choose from:   
• Remain in the ‘Kingdom of Darkness’,   which as traitors we are all born into, or  
• Become citizens of the ‘Kingdom of the Son’ 
  
How do we enter the Kingdom of the Son? 

King Jesus said, To enter the Kingdom of God, we must be born again:   
     born spiritually, given spiritual life.    

 
How does this happen?  Jesus said, 
 Repent & Believe, for the kingdom of God is at Hand. 
Repentance & Faith, are Flip side of the same Coin.   Simply put, this means . . .  
Turning & Trusting  
 Turning our heart & mind from seeing ourselves as king, our kingdom as the centre 
  of the universe, and seeking/prioritising His kingdom (‘repentance’) 
 Trusting in King Jesus’ amazing sacrifice in our place,  

to grant us the forgiveness we need for peace with God, and 
to give us the eternal life we want, opening heaven’s door (‘faith’) 

 
But the door will not remain open forever! 
 
You see, all those beasts in Daniel – those anti-God empires & all people who fill them 
– will ultimately be put in their place.   
 
When Jesus returns, it is not to save (like His first coming) but to judge, to right wrongs. 
Jesus the Stumbling Stone at His first coming becomes the Smiting Stone at His return: 
Those 4 empires in Daniel, are symbolised as 4 parts of 1 statue in a different chapter, 
Where a stone comes from the sky to smite the statue:   

“The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed – it will crush all these 
kingdoms – the iron, bronze, silver, and gold.”  (Daniel 2:44-45) 

 
Remember that parable of the nobleman who . . . .  

“A nobleman travelled to a far country to receive for himself authority to be king & then to return 
 

Jesus continues the parable: (Luke 19:13-14)   
. . . “But many of his subjects hated him, saying, ‘WE DON’T WANT THIS MAN TO RULE OVER US!’ 
At his return, having received the authority to be king, he SUMMONED all His subjects”  

 
Those who turned & trusted in Jesus are told, 
 “Enter into the joy of your Master!” 
But those who did not trust in Jesus, were rightly judged . . .  

like the Pharisee we heard of in our kids talk. 
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Don’t you want to be like that repentant tax collector, finding the mercy of God? 
       Instead of facing the justice of God? 
If you’re not confident you’ve been born again, please attend “So What About Jesus?”   

Choose your kingdom wisely.  Choose this day which king you serve!    
 
Finally, an application for Christians 
 

Verse 8 says, our business is to be a witness!   
The Church is a people through whom the reign of God’s presence & power is visible! 
      Christians are People on Mission with the Great Commission! 
 Not “fans”, but “followers”.   
 Not political advocates . . . but personal witnesses. 
     People with Gospel Joy to talk about life in Christ! 
 
I have been praying hard that the book of Acts stokes up our Gospel Joy & boldness! 
 That even in tough times, knowing Christ is enthroned would embolden us . . .  
 
Like Stephen was emboldened in his witness by seeing Jesus Ascended & Enthroned.  
 King Jesus, in sovereignly control, and One who personally knows our suffering.  

Jesus, our perfect Advocate at the right hand of God, pleading our case!   
So Stephen could rejoice in declaring God’s Commendation, 
even while his opponents stoned him in Condemnation! 

 
So, whether its hostility out there or hypocrisy in here, fix your mind on the truth of Jesus 
Enthroned, for witnessing boldness. 
 
And please God uses all His Citizens – so just share Christ! 
Charles Spurgeon was a famous Baptist preacher in 19th century London.  So famous, 
Spurgeon is referred to as “the prince of preachers”, because of his eloquence. 
 
In his autobiography, Spurgeon writes about his own conversion . . . how as a teenager 
he wandered into a church one night amidst heavy snow storm. 
 
The pastor, who lived further away, could not get to church due to storm, so an 
uneducated shoemaker filled the pulpit, unprepared and mispronouncing many words. 
 
Spurgeon is really blunt recollecting this night.  I quote him, 

“Preachers should be educated; but this man was really stupid.  
 He was obliged to stick to his text, for the simple reason that he had little else to say!” 

 
The text was just one verse, Isaiah 45:22, 

 “Look to Me, and be saved – all the ends of the earth! 
  For I am God, and there is no other.” 

 
Spurgeon remembers the shoemaker declaring, 

“It ain’t by lifting your foot or your finger [your deeds], but look to God.  
Many of ya’ are looking to yourselves; it’s no use lookin’ there.  The text says, look unto Me.” 

There were only a dozen or so in the church that night because of the storm. 
Spurgeon stood out as an obvious ‘visitor’.   
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This shoemaker wasn’t so stupid after all, because he had a bold confidence in Jesus’ 
continuing work – the ascended & enthroned Christ – by His Spirit, through His word!   
 
So towards the end of the sermon, the preacher looked at young Spurgeon and said, 

“Young man, you look miserable, and you always will be miserable until you obey this text.   
 Young man, look!  Look to Jesus, look and Live!” 
 

Spurgeon recollects,  
“the blow struck home, and I saw it at once; I had been waiting to do 50 things to find God.   
“I looked and looked until I almost looked my eyes away.” 
 

A fumbling messenger, faithful to Scripture! 
 
The IRONY!    

One of the most eloquent preachers in world history  
was saved by the fumbling faithfulness of an uneducated shoemaker! 

 
For those here last week, recall “lackadaisical Luke” reading a Gideons Bible with 
“Seeking Sarah”.    I am quite an ‘imaginative’ person, but . . .  
I cannot imagine a less educated, less articulate person leading someone to Christ!  
 
Just another fumbling messenger, faithful to Scripture, and faithful to be witness of Jesus! 
 
Citizens of Christ’s kingdom – Rejoice in our King who Reigns above!   

    Be bold, sharing Christ!   
 
The Good News of His kingdom is UNSTOPPABLE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG 

This Kingdom 
 

 


