
It’s All Going According to Plan! 
(Acts 1:21-26) 

 
In our day of ‘information overload’, I bet you do lots “skimming”! 
Newspaper skimming, for the interesting headlines…. “Trump, Trump, Trump, Trump... 

O look!  There’s a new Australian Cricket Coach!”  . . . or . . .  
Facebook skimming: “Someone’s posted their breakfast (skip!!), someone’s posted their 

score on Overwatch/Candy Crush (skip!!) . . . O look:  So-and-so got Engaged!!  
So-and-so had a baby! So-and-so became a Christian!” 

 
We’re all “skimmers” . . . and rightly so in our age of info overload! 

But the Bible is not Facebook or the newspaper.  All Scripture is inspired by God.  
Everything in it has significance – but in some passages it’s easier to spot than others! 

  
So, a passage – a whole sermon – on replacing an apostate apostle, a deserter disciple!?   
 I preferred to ‘mention’ these verses in passing & move onto to chapter 2 – Pentecost! 
 That’s exciting!  Signs, miracles, conversions!  The church proclaiming the kingdom! 
       Vs. the church replacing an Apostle? 
But here’s a key lesson when going through narrative like Acts:  learn to discern the WHY? 

 (storyline) Not just the WHAT.   
 
The ‘What’ takes 2 minutes to figure out:  the disciples replace Judas with Matthias. 
But ‘Why’ include these details, especially since Matthias is never mentioned again in Acts?! 
 
 Matthias is not the only apostle not mentioned again by name. 

So, he’s not the “runt” of the apostolic littler! 
But, after all this drama…he’s never mentioned again.  Luke, why record his story?  

 
I mean, Luke had only the space on a standard “scroll” to write, to fit the Book of Acts. 
He had to be selective in what he recorded from 100s of kilometres of missionary 
journeys, 100s of conversion stories, gospel sermons, miracles performed in the ‘first 
generation’ of the Church! 
 
So, why would Luke include Judas’ demise and replacement? 
 
Let’s step back a bit, put our feet in the disciples’ sandals . . . understand their situation. 
They must have been thinking:  “What a leadership crisis!... 

  • Judas betrayed Jesus!   
  • The rest of us scattered, leaving Jesus hung out to dry. 
  • Jesus was hung, crucified! 
  • Sure, He’s risen:  we saw Him, talked & ate with Him. But now He’s GONE, ascended! 

 
What a leadership crisis! . . .  
• On the one hand, we have the lingering ‘stain’ of Judas’ betrayal & our desertion 
• On the other hand, we have the lingering pain of our King, Jesus, being . . . absent. 
With all those anti-Jesus people who shouted “Crucify Him!” still out there, we’re holed up 
in here, this room – the 11 of us apostles, & this little band of 120 disciples – WE’RE to be 
His witnesses, taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth?  Sounds...IMPOSSIBLE! 
  
For the Disciples, their Gospel-drive was not facing a speed-bump, but a speed-mountain! 
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They would’ve been in shock! What an emotional-intellectual-experiential roller-coaster! 
è He’s Messiah!  He’s Betrayed?  He’s Dead!  He’s . . . ALIVE?!  He’s Gone!...Were toast! 
    
We’d be in shock, too! 
 . . . “Be My witnesses to the ends of the earth” does sound...IMPOSSIBLE!    
 
We’ve all had – or have – what feels like an impossible situation: 
• Lord, society is going down the gurgler. How can the gospel make a difference at my 

workplace?  No one’s listening? 
• Maybe there’s a seemingly impossible person is your life, so hard in heart not only 

to Jesus, but also to you – a uni flatmate, a colleague, a relative . . . maybe you’re 
married to a seemingly impossible person! 

 
Whether it seems like dead-ends for the gospel around you, or dead-ends for you, full stop 
– in health, employment, relationships, life – when things seem “impossible”... 
 
We ask, “God, have You even got a Plan?  Cause I’m not seeing it!” 
 Sometimes we scream that out loud . . . other times we whisper it in dismay. 
The disciples were wrestling with this, 
And we wrestle with that feeling today . . .  

When God feels distant, Jesus absent, when it seems like He has no plan,  
this passage reminds us . . . 

 
It’s All Going According to Plan – God’s Plan! 

We’ll see:  Judas’ betrayal AND Judas’ replacement were both prophesied in 1,000 BC! 
Stated more positively,  

Jesus’ crucifixion/resurrection/ascension AND Matthias joining the 12 FULFILLED God’s 
prophetic PLAN to bring salvation & spread His good news! 

 
è Maybe your Gospel-drive has had a ‘false start’, a ‘dead battery’, is ‘sitting in neutral’. 
 

Acts 1 reminds us that God has an unstoppable Plan for the gospel, here in Logan, in 
your neighbourhood & workplace, despite the worst of speed-bumps we might face! 
 
Main Idea:   

Take Courage:  God knows what He’s doing!  He Planned this!   
 

Today we might say it this way:“He’s Got This!”  (not “I’ve got this”; “God’s got this!) 
 
And we need that courage!  
You’ll agree, God has commissioned us with quite a Task!        So . . . 
To have Confidence in God’s Gospel Plan & Our Gospel Task:   

1] Bathe it in Prayer  (1:12-14) 
2] Ground it in Scripture  (1:15-20)  
3] Follow His Plan!  (1:21-26) 
 

That’s our Outline for this morning. 
Before we consider our 1st point on Prayer, a quick recap our new series on the book of Acts. 
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Our ultimate confidence in God’s Gospel Plan is the grand theme of the entire book of Acts:   
The UNSTOPPABLE Good News of God’s Kingdom! 

 
God’s Kingdom – and the Good News that it brings – is unstoppable for many reasons. 
 
The 1st reason given by Luke is in His introduction to Acts, 1:1-11:  

Jesus continues His ministry, enthroned in heaven as king! 
        
Remember: 

The Book of Acts is Luke’s “Sequel” (Vol 2) 
The Gospel of Luke is the “Prequel”  (Vol 1)  
 

What Jesus Began to Do is followed by what Jesus Continues to Do! 
 
Luke begins Acts right where he left off in his Gospel: Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven, showing 
us that His Ascension is all about Jesus being Enthroned as King of Kings, which should 
embolden our Gospel Witness! 

Jesus is on the throne. He’s NOT up there biting His divine finger nails! 
We shouldn’t either. 

 
Now to this morning’s passage, and the 2nd reason the Gospel is Unstoppable:  

It’s God’s PLAN from the beginning!  He’s got this! 
 
Check out verse 12 of Acts chapter 1: 

“They returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem — a Sabbath 
day’s journey away.” 

 
The Mount of Olives – here’s view of Jerusalem – from the Mount of Olives.  
You can see it’d be a bit like walking from the Mt. Gravatt Lookout  

          to the shops at Mt. Gravatt Central, distance-wise. 
 
A tad over 1 kilometre is “a Sabbath Day’s journey”, as far as Jewish custom goes:   

how far someone is allowed to walk on the Sabbath before it becomes “work”. 
For you, work might feel like walking a smidgeon over a 1 metre! 

 

But the point is – they were in JERUSALEM, because in verse 4, 
Jesus told them to remain in Jerusalem and await the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 
So this begins “Part 1” of Acts (chapter 1-7):   BEING JESUS’ WITNESS IN JERUSALEM 
 And even though we’re in Logan - we have heaps to learn from this.  Starting with... 
To have Confidence in God’s Gospel Plan & Our Gospel Task:    

 
1] BATHE IT IN PRAYER  (1:12-14) 

Look in your Bibles at verses 13-14:    
When they arrived, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying:  
Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.  
They all were continually united  in prayer, along with the women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and his brothers. 
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Lots of encouraging details here, but not the main focus . . . encouragements such as: 

• Women were there 
Women played a prominent role around Jesus’ ministry & early Christianity,  
which was ground-breaking back then. 
 

• Jesus’ Brothers were there    
Only months earlier they denied Jesus was the Messiah. 
Now, after His resurrection, they were clearly believers, followers, disciples. 
 
But the focus of the passage is 2-fold:  
   1] They’re Praying. 
   2] The 12 Apostles are named, with 1 conspicuous absence: Judas (setting the stage) 
 
The text will return to that second point.   
So first, let’s focus on the first point! – Prayer. 
 
Likely, they were praying about their situation: the seemingly impossible task before them. 
 
But the text does not tell us for sure.   

The Psalms are the Old Testament’s Song & Prayer book. 
The psalm that Peter will quote just a few verses later, begins like this 

 God, water has risen to my neck.  
 I have sunk in deep mud, and there is no footing . . .  
 I am weary from my crying . . . my eyes fail, looking for my God! 

 
Likely, the 120 disciples gathered in the upper room were praying much the same! 
But our passage is less about WHAT they prayed in challenging circumstances, 
and more about HOW they prayed  &  THAT they prayed in challenging circumstances!    
 
Verse 14 begins, 

“They all were continually united in prayer” 
 

Not some – all!   Not just the leaders – the whole group. 
Notice not just Who, but How they prayed: 

“united in prayer” 
 

The word “united” literally means, with “one passion” 
 This was earnest prayer, not mechanical prayer, going through the motions. 
 
Just 40 days earlier, at the Last Supper: 
• they neglected to serve each other, wash each other’s feet – even Jesus’ (John 13) 
• they argued over which one of them should be considered the greatest! (Lk 22:24) 
Now: 

“They all were . . . united in prayer” 
 
Their trial & task before them had humbled them & united them in prayer. 
 



 

 

5 

5 

And this was not just a ‘one-off’ moment.   
“They all were continually united in prayer” 

 
This was a mindset of dependence, leading them all back again & again to God’s throne of 
grace to supply their needs, and re-supply their needs! 
 

 Now, each was aware that none could say, “I’VE got this”!  I’m the greatest. 
 They were setting their eyes on the God whose got this, whose got them! 
 
Jesus often taught on the need to persist in prayer, parables like the 
• The neighbour persisting to knock at midnight  
• The widow persisting before a judge daily 
 
God in NOT reluctant but keen to answer our prayers. 
So why should he want us to keep on asking Him?   Because . . .  
 
Only earnest, persistent, united prayer demonstrates we are really ready to trust God, 
not self . . . and therefore be used by God as instruments in His Hands, His witnesses. 
 
Sure – to witness well, we need training/equipping in evangelism & apologetics. 
 And soon we will provide training in reading the Bible one to one with others. 
 
But without Prayer, our tactics are powerless . . .  
because without prayer, we trust in ourselves! 
 
God prepares His people through persistent prayer, as our wills are ‘attuned’ to His will: 

 Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 
Historically, great Revivals are always preceded by sustained times of focused prayer. 
 
An IMPOSSIBLE application of v.14 is this:  ‘planning, strategizing, and wise application of 
good business principles are sufficient for discernment & advancement of God’s kingdom’.1 
 
NO!   DEPENDENCE on God, expressed in passionate, persistent, united prayer is essential. 
 
Not only did the trial & task before the Disciples bring them to their knees in prayer; 
Jesus’ saying wait for the promised Holy Spirit brought them to their knees in prayerful 
consecration!    
 
What do you do while waiting?...Waiting on God’s promises? Waiting on anything, really? 
     In the West, we’re not so good at waiting on God in prayer; we ‘make stuff happen’! 
 You know what I’m all-too-good at when waiting?:  [pull out mobile phone]   

Checking my phone . . . for emails, texts, appointments . . . multitasking. 
Filling time with efficiency in earthly errands, neglecting necessity of heavenly entreaty. 

Maybe you’re similar? . . .  
Maybe it’s ‘filling time’ to the point of Facebook finger-fatigue. 

                                       
1 Paraphrase David Cook, Teaching Acts, p. 62 
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Life’s full of waiting: waiting for a spouse, a job, grandkids, for an opportunity to share Jesus. 
What if instead we viewed our times of waiting as opportunities to pray for kingdom impact? 
 
Robert Arthur Matthews, served as a missionary with China Inland Mission, the very last 
missionary to be expelled from China after the Communist takeover.   
Matthews went so far as to say that  

“The spiritual ‘history’ of a mission or church is ‘written’ in its prayer life.”2 
 
What a jarring statement for reflection! 
How would you describe the persistence of your prayer life? The passion of your prayer life? 
Brothers and sisters, for GBC Logan to make a real impact for God’s Kingdom, 

we must be united in passionate, persistent prayer. 
Otherwise, we will never move out in powerful witness, depending on Christ. 
 
It was GREAT to gather together in prayer yesterday morning at the prayer brekky! 

It was really Fun!   Not just fun, but Fervent Fellowship in prayer. 
May we persist in such, may that prayerful tribe increase.  May His Kingdom come! 
 

“They all were continually united in prayer.” 
 
THAT’s what we need! 
 

Not just any passionate praying, though!   Discerning, informed praying . . . 
 

GROUNDED IT IN SCRIPTURE!  (1:15-20) 

They will pray once again – in verse 24 – AFTER Peter opens up the Scriptures to help 
everyone see why this is ‘all part of God’s plan.’ 
  
How important it is to ground prayer in Scripture, given our televangelist age of “Blab 
it & Grab it”, where people are disillusioned after trusting in FALSE promises from 
pastors taking verses out of context. 
 
Some of you here this morning have been burned at previous churches in just such a way. 
 
It is in these verses that see God’s clear PLAN.     Connect the Dots with me . . .  
 Scripture “Fulfilled” means it was “Prophesied”. 
 “Prophesied” means it was PLANNED ahead of time by God! 
So, Peter ties things together, in verses 16-20,  

“Brothers and sisters, it was necessary that the Scripture be FULFILLED that the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of David FORETOLD about Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus.  For he was one of our number and shared in this ministry.”  

 
Judas defected, but his “portion” or “lot” was not yet filled.  V. 17 

“For he was one of our number and shared in this ministry” 
 

                                       
2 R. Arthur Matthews, Born for Battle (Waynesboro, Ga.: STL Books, 1978), 72 
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More literally v. 17 would be translated:   
For he was one of our number and was allotted a share (klhvroß) in this ministry  (v.17) 

‘Allotted’ is the same word used for the ‘Lot’ when the disciples cast lots in v.26, 
And they cast lots [klh/rouß] for them, and the lot [klhvroß] fell  to  Matthias (v. 26) 
 

A ‘share in the portfolio’ or ‘a slice of the pie’ sounds too business-like, a bit too ‘Mafioso’.  
So, instead if we consider the band of 12 apostles as a 12-cyclinder engine for the Gospel, 
1 cylinder was not firing.  And it was important to Jesus (for a few reasons), to get His 
Church started with all 12-cylinders firing, with the ‘full complement’ of 12-apostles.  
 
Peter then continues on with some details, not primarily to “name & shame” Judas,  
but to spell out the Scriptures that necessitate his replacement, vv. 18-20 

Now this man acquired a field with his unrighteous wages. He fell headfirst, his body burst open 
and his intestines spilled out.  
 This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that in their own language that 
field is called Hakeldama (that is, Field of Blood). 
20  “For it is WRITTEN in the Book of Psalms:  
  Let his dwelling become desolate; let no one live in it;   (Psa 69:25) 
      and  
 Let someone else take his position.”  (Psa 109:8) 

 
Peter is not randomly picking any verses that might be slapped together to resemble 
something about Judas’ defection and empty position. 
 
Peter is grounded in Scripture, he knows Psalm 69, and in Acts 1:20 quotes Psalm 69, 
     a psalm written by King David facing intense opposition from the ungodly. 
See if you recognise some other verses from psalm 69 . . . 

“Zeal for Your house has consumed me” (Psa 69:9) 
“They gave me vinegar to drink” (Psa 69:21) 

 
These are quoted & fulfilled by Jesus! 

One greater than David – the promised eternal heir of David’s throne. 
It’s a MESSIANIC psalm, pointing to Jesus’ time of intense opposition from the ungodly. 
 
Opposition to Jesus by many was part of God’s PLAN to seek & save the lost. 
Opposition to Jesus by Judas was part of God’s PLAN to seek & save the lost 
 
And Jesus chose the 12, including Judas!  (who was chosen to betray Jesus!)  
John 6:64 says,  

"Jesus knew from the BEGINNING who those were that did not believe,  
and who it was that would BETRAY him."   

 

And in John 17:12 Jesus said to the Father in prayer,  
I guarded  them and not one of them is lost, except the son of destruction,   
so that the Scripture may be fulfilled. 

Judas’ kiss, the blood money, the betrayal . . . all prophesied as part of God’s Plan. 
Not a deviation from God’s plan. 
This is the fulfillment of God’s plan! 
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The world of the early disciples was as topsy-turvy as yours with struggles, oppression! 
When you look at the chaos in your life, the heartache that’s so hard to keep in, the 
reality that’s quite different than your dreams . . . you’ll be tempted to think “surely this 
cannot be God’s Plan”.3 
 
Friend, Judas was God’s plan for Jesus, the cross was God’s plan but for Jesus . . .  
 
What godly good could come from betraying an innocent man, betrayal leading to his death? 
 The Answer:  Salvation offered to the world! 
 
What godly good could come from your troubles & sufferings?... 
 
Some apostles were arrested for preaching Jesus in Acts 4.  Eventually, they were set 
free.  Listen to how they prayed, again, prayer informed by Scripture   

Lord, You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David your servant:   
“Why do the Gentiles rage and the peoples plot in vain? 
 The rulers of the earth take their stand against the Lord and against his Messiah.”    

Interpreted/Fulfilled . . .   
 “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel, assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed,  

All According to God’s Plan!  
to do whatever Your hand and Your will had PREDESTINED to take place. 

Impact on us:  
And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak your word with 
all boldness! 
 

Prayer informed by Scripture gives them Gospel courage when they recognise this was 
all according to plan!  
 
We must always keep God’s plan & God’s love linked:  Jesus Himself paid the greatest cost! 
 
The CROSS proves the love of God for us! 
The RESURRECTION proves the plan of God works! 
 
These disciples were emboldened to witness all the more because they realised afresh: 
•Everything God Promises is True 
•Everything God Purposes will Come True 
•Everything is According to God’s Plan– for His glory & for the good of all who trust in Him. 
 
Please hear this:  your Praying needs to be Paired with Scripture:   

Breathing God’s word in (studying); speaking God’s truths out (praying/witnessing) 
I get so concerned when I hear of Christians praying, but barely reading their Bibles. 
Their prayers slowly become very different to biblical prayers, kingdom prayers, and 
morph into a thin folder of the very same requests non-Christians pray for. 
 

Our Praying must be Paired with Scripture: 

                                       
3 Helpful insight from Kevin DeYoung, “Getting the Band Back Together”. 
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• Studying God’s word without the humility of desperate Prayer creates big-headed/self-
righteous people. 

• Prayer without deep meditation on the word of God will disintegrate into mysticism 
unchecked by truth, creating a warm, gooey marshmallow god in our image, unable 
to give us courage when we need it most. 

 
How is your personal time in the word? 
 
If you’re asking, God, have You even got a plan?  Cause I’m not seeing it! 
...maybe you’re looking in the wrong place?  Or not looking at all. 
 
Peter knew where to look . . . to see God’s plan in Scripture, to see where truth intersects 
with practical life.   
 
Do you know where to look? (for the most part). Are you basically familiar with the Bible? 
When you want insight regarding God’s will or trials in life...do you know where to turn? 
 
A mature Christian is one who’s learned to be a self-feeder, one who doesn’t need 
someone holding a spoon making airplane sounds to get the Bible down your hatch! 
 
Know God’s promises – in context, of course – especially the promises about Jesus 
fulfilling prophecy and being everything we need!  (The book of Hebrews is great on this) 
 
Again, how would you describe your personal time in the word? 
It’s not too late for growth!  
I’ve been talking to my Mum for years, thanking her for praying for me, but pleading 
with her to ‘supplement’ her praying with reading God’s word, which she’s struggled with. 
 
A couple months ago she finally joined a women’s grace group at her church in California, 
and is thrilled to be learning how to feed on God’s word. 
 
You could start in one of our 4 Grace Groups here, were we don’t just teach God’s word, 
but learn how to feed on it.  I implore you to join a Grace Group! 
 
Even though we have 1 brief point left, we’ve covered the heart for of the passage:   
 Bathing our great Task in Prayer AND Grounding it in Scripture for confidence in God’s Plan. 
 
Jesus knew His Heavenly Father’s was completely trustworthy,  
So Jesus completely entrusted Himself to His heavenly father. 
And we should, too!   
 
So is His Plan!... 
 

3] FOLLOW HIS PLAN!  (1:21-26) 

One could imagine before the Ascension, the disciples saying,  
“Jesus, before you go, we’ve just realised there’s only 11 of us, could you… poof! He’s gone.” 
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Jesus could have replaced Judas Himself.  So, 
Part of God’s Plan is us appointing qualified leaders and following God’s chosen leaders. 
 
In verses 21-22, they put God’s plan into action . . .  

“Therefore, from among the men who have accompanied us during the whole time the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us—beginning from the baptism of John until the day he was 
taken up from us—from among these, it is necessary that one become a witness with us of his 
resurrection.” 

 
Here’s where we need to PAUSE...and make part of application ‘Getting Application Right’! 
 
In Narrative, like Acts, we must not take everything that is Descriptive & make it Prescriptive 
Just because something “happened” does not necessarily mean we should “repeat” it . . . 
especially if the thing itself is NOT repeated in the New Testament.  Things like: 

• “Casting lots” 
• “Waiting” for the Holy Spirit/“tarrying meetings” 
• Appointing “Apostles”  (explained in just a second).  

 
Would you be just a little ‘unsettled’ if at our next Prayer meeting, I said: 

“Should Keith Booker be appointed as Apostle? 
 – Kyosti, my fellow elder, bring out the dice!  Roll ‘em! 
Okay...now we wait for the Holy Spirit to come...however long.  More coffee?” 

 
I am NOT saying it was wrong for the church “cast lots” in Acts 1. 
 They were familiar with the Urim & Thummim in the Old Covenant, 
 as one God-ordained method of guidance/decision making 
 V. 24 confirms Matthias was indeed The Lord’s choice. Jesus is still leading His church! 
But this was before the Holy Spirit came upon the church in the New Covenant. 
That was before the Scriptures were completed with Old AND New Testament canon. 
 
So quickly – but importantly – what is an APOSTLE? 
 

The word “apostle” literally means “sent one”. 
Sometimes, ‘apostle’ was used broadly/descriptively, as any “messenger”:   

“I considered it necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and 
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger [lit., apostle] and minister to my need.” (Phil 2:25) 

 
But Acts 1 is using the term apostle in the LIMITED sense:  

“Jesus called His disciples and chose 12 of them, whom He also named apostles” (Lk 6:13-14) 
 

‘Apostle’ here is not used descriptively, but technically, as a TITLE/OFFICE. 
 

What is an “Apostle” in the capital-A, technical/Title sense? 
 
1] Men who had PERSONAL CONTACT/INTERACTION with Jesus during his earthly ministry: 
We saw this in Acts 1:21-22.  Luke spells it out, with painstaking explanation: 

“From among the men who have accompanied us during the WHOLE time the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us—beginning from the baptism of John until the day He was taken up from 
us—from among these, it is necessary that one become a WITNESS with us of His resurrection.” 
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 2] Men who were EYEWITNESSES of Christ's post-resurrection appearances: 
 “Am I not an apostle? Have I not SEEN Jesus our Lord?” (1 Cor 9:1) 

 

“He was buried & raised on the 3rd day according to the Scriptures . . . He appeared to The 12   
. . . and LAST OF ALL, as to one born at the wrong time, He APPEARED to me.” (1 Cor 15:4-5, 8) 

  
3] Men who had CONFIRMATORY “signs, wonders, and miracles”  

“Even though I am a nothing, I persevered in demonstrating among you the marks of a true 
apostle – including signs, wonders & miracles.” (2 Cor 12:12 NIV) 

 
4] Finally, those holding the “office” were LIMITED to 12 in number. 

“And the wall of the city had 12 foundation stones, and on them were the 12 names of the 12 
apostles of the Lamb.” (Rev. 21:14)4   

 
Bottom line:  the ‘office’ of Apostles is gone, no more. 

Ephesians 2:20 says 
“The church is built on the Foundation of the apostles and prophets.” 

 

Once a foundation is laid, it’s done.  A builder doesn’t keep laying down more foundations. 

One builds on top of a foundation – adding not just framing, but extra floors, levels. 
The 12 Apostles led the church in the first century, foundation laid. 
The next 20 centuries, a new ‘floor level’ of the of church has been built – not by apostles, 
but by elders, deacons and laypeople, witnessing together to Jesus!  

 
The phrase “apostolic succession” is the belief that there is a continuum of 12 Apostles 
in successive generations, every generation.  That’s a misguided view held by Mormons, 
and also held by a small minority of charismatics & Pentecostals. 
 
No.  The only apostolic succession is the GOSPEL the Apostles proclaimed successively 
proclaimed in generations to come! 
 
Wrapping things up, this passage shows the Gospel ministry of the Church – New Covenant 
ministry – needed to begin with the “full complement” of New Covenant leaders. 
 
The Old Covenant with national-ethnic people of God (Israel) had 12 Tribes: 

the 12 sons of Jacob as leaders of each tribe in Ethnic Israel. 
 
The New Covenant with an international, spiritual people of God had 12 Apostles 
 
The apostle James was martyred in Acts 12. His apostolic share was not replaced. 
 
Today our leader selection criteria is different because our leadership is different: 
 Elders & Deacons are what the NT letters command to be appointed in each church. 
 
I like this summary by Ajith Fernando: 
                                       

4 Matthias pipped Paul at the post, since Matthias fulfilled all the criteria. 
    Paul did not fulfil criteria 1 above, and so viewed his own apostleship as “untimely”, and so “last of all”. 
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Jesus is the real leader of the church, the Great Shepherd. 
The task of under-shepherds, human church leaders, is to direct people to God’s will, which is 
most clearly recorded in the Scriptures.  
In other words, the leader’s primary task is to direct people to God’s Word. Note that in the list 
of qualifications for Elders in 1 Timothy 3, the only ministry-related qualification cited is that an 
elder should be “ABLE TO TEACH” (1 Tim. 3:2; the rest of the qualifications relate to character, 
reputation and family life).5 

 
So this passage gives us Gospel Confidence for more than general trials: 

Like if RSSS kick us out of the school, we’d still have Gospel Confidence 
– despite the headache it would cause! 

 
More than general trials, remember, the crux of the passage is this:   
The Gospel Keeps Going according to God’s Plan – even amidst a leadership crisis! 
 
To make it most ‘relevant’ here in Logan: 

What I, Pastor Dave, have a massive heart attack next month? 
 What if Deacon Rikus has a moral failure? 

What if Elder Kyosti falls away from the faith. 
 

Maybe a closer parallel to Judas . . .  
What if Kyosti, the other Elder of GBC Logan, ousts me then axes himself! 

 
Despite ANY of the leadership crises above:    

The Gospel Keeps Going according to God’s Plan 
 
Throughout Acts, we will see God use even terrible circumstances, and turn them to 
kingdom good, reminding us that all along God’s been in control, that things are going 
to plan, HIS plan, forecast centuries ago, millennia ago. 
 
Should we think that the GBC Logan church plant will go smoothly? 

   That God’s kingdom will advance effortlessly? 
   That Satan will give up ground in the spiritual battle easily? 

 
I conclude with this brilliant summary by John Piper:  

It is not hard to believe that God's purposes are invincible when things go well for God's 
anointed.  
But when things go bad, when there is lying, and mistrust and betrayal, and death, then you 
need all the help you can get to believe that the PURPOSES OF GOD ARE INVINCIBLE.  
And that is what Luke gives us:  not even Judas and Satan could undermine or escape the all-
encompassing invincibility of God's purpose.6 

 
 
   

                                       
5 Ajith Fernando, Acts (NIVAC series), p. 79. 
6 Piper, What Judas's Death Teaches Us About the Spirit, 1990. 


