
It’s All About Jesus! 
(Acts 2:22-41) 

	

** Note before we start. The end of chapter 2, with sharing our resources, is very similar to the end 
of chapter 4.  So I’ll address those 2 passages together in chapter 4.     Next week: chapter 3. 

 
Do you ever ‘zone out’ while you’re driving, and completely miss the signs to where you 
should be going?  
 
One time we missed so many signs, we ended up not just in the wrong city, but the 
wrong county! 
 
The only consequence: we were late (really late!) for an extended family photo session. 
Missing other signs can have more severe consequences . . .  
In America, in the state of Utah, this truck driver crashed through a guard rail, did a nose 
dive, flipped completely over in the culvert/water tunnel, finished with a ½ twist, and 
ended up facing completely the wrong way.   
 
Sometimes when you miss the signs, you don’t realise how BIG a mistake is, ‘til you see 
the bigger picture. This driver was 60cm away from a 60 meter plunge into a ravine! 
 
That’s what you call ‘living on the edge’! . . . of disaster. 
Some mistakes are bigger than others; missing some signs have bigger consequences. 
 
Israel missed the clear signs about Jesus – missed the signs SO BADLY, they crucified 
their Messiah!  
 
But Pontius Pilate & the Romans also missed the signs & made a huge mistake about Jesus. 
 
But it’s not just history.  It’s us, today.  

We’ve ALL blown it big time . . . living life the ‘wrong way’! 
…So don’t be mistaken about Jesus!   

 
In our series on the Bible letter called Acts, we’re in chapter 2, where a new sign occurs, 
but Peter explains the BIGGEST sign of all not to be missed is Jesus’ death & resurrection. 
 
And the message of Jesus’ crucifixion & resurrection is we’ve ALL made a gigantic mistake 
in moral rebellion against God . . . so Every one of us needs to Turn to Jesus . . . 
paying attention to the signs that point us to Him. 
 
Because, It’s all about Jesus!  
    His glory & His grace that we all need for forgiveness from God & relationship with God. 
 
Our passage is somewhat ‘confronting’.  So let me ‘preface’ it’s main idea . . .   
The Gospel/Good News does not rest on the power of Dale Carnegie’s principles:  
 How to Win Friends & Influence People   

(a classic worldwide bestseller, with some wise principles!) 
 

Yes, we do need to remember that Scripture commands us . . .  
• speak the truth in love  (Eph 4:15) 
• share your hope in Christ with gentleness & respect (1 Peter 3:16)  
• Act wisely toward outsiders...let your speech always be gracious, seasoned w/salt (Col 4:5-6) 
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In short, ‘tastefully’, respectfully, lovingly share the Good News of Jesus, 
recognising the dignity of each person created in God’s image,  
the uniqueness of their story, circumstances and personality. 
 
Preface complete.  We also know the phrase “tough love”, times when the most loving 
thing to do is share a tough truth . . . graciously, respectfully . . . but speaking that truth. 
 
Which leads us to Peter’s rather direct “tough love” message! . . .  Main Idea:  

How you respond to the risen Christ 
will determine 

how God responds to you – eternally! 
 
Here is a rather “direct” Outline of his rather “direct” message:   

• You Killed Him  (vv. 22-23) 
• God Raised Him. (vv. 24-32) 
• God Exalted Him  (vv. 33-36) 
• So Turn to Him!  (vv.37-41)    

 
We’re halfway through chapter 2 and halfway through Peter’s first ever sermon. 
So, here’s a Recap for context . . .  
 
In Jerusalem, it’s been 50 days since the Passover Feast when Jesus was crucified. 
Now it’s another annual feast, the Harvest feast called Pentecost, which means 50th. 
 And it was here that God’s Spirit came upon His people, His disciples. 
 
So we saw last time,  

Because God’s empowering Spirit now dwells in us, 
God’s Good News powerful goes out from us.    

  
At this Old Feast the coming of the Holy Spirit was accompanied by a perplexing New Sign 
• Say What?  Old Feast (Pentecost), New Sign:  

which was miraculously declaring Gospel glory in unlearned human languages  
to all nations, gathered there. 

In verse 33, Peter says 
Jesus has poured out the promised Holy Spirit, that you both see and hear. (v.33) 

 

That’s the “Wow – Sight & Sound” of the ‘new sign’ we saw at the start of the chapter. 
Peter then started explaining:   
• Here’s What?  that Old Prophecy from Joel in OT, is about New Ministries –  

For all types of people:  old/young, masters/servants, male/female . . .  
God’s Spirit now indwells all of God’s people, so all serve in various ministries. 
 

Verse 21 is the ‘hinge’ verse, narrowing the focus and calling us to action:   
•  Now What?  Old Promise, New Name…for everyone!  (2:21) 

“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved” 

This wraps up his quotation of Joel’s prophecy, the ‘Old Promise’.  
Now, in vv.22-41, Peter starts declaring the ‘New Name’ . . .   
    Everyone who calls upon the name of Jesus will be saved. It’s all about Jesus! 
 
That’s why Peter front-loads verse v.22 with, “This Jesus . . . .” 
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Now Peter brings the “tough love” part of his explanation . . . with his 1st point      
 

YOU KILLED HIM!  (VV. 22-23)    

That’s verse 23.   Just before that Peter, in v. 22 Peter says, 
“This Jesus of Nazareth was a man . . . .” 

 

Stop there for a minute. 
 
Jesus was a man . . . fully human.   
 
He was MORE than fully human, because Jesus is also fully God . . . the God-man. 
 
The Bible says everything created was created by Jesus! 
So the Creator God entered His creation, in the form of a MAN 
. . . so that He can sympathise with us, our trials & temptations in a fallen world. 
 
There were many signs that clearly pointed out answers to the Q: “Who is this Jesus?” 
 
But they were signs unlike the “credentials” we tend to focus on . . . like appearance. 
 
The prophet Isaiah writes of the promised Messiah/The Christ to come:  

He’d have no impressive form/appearance that we should look at Him” (Isaiah 53:2) 
 
Jesus had no halo, no glowing aura around his head!   
Some have “Where’s Wally?”  books.  You try to identify Wally by his appearance. 
 
Based on most religious art, ‘Where’s Jesus’ would be a 2-second game:  There He is! 

NO!   He had no impressive appearance that we should look at Him” (Isa 53:2) 
 
We tend to place so much value on credentials of appearance! 
If you were me, trying to impress with an old credential . . . it might go like this . . .  
•  “You know, back in my uni days, I was Model . . . a Wig Model”!     

. . . oh, what uni students do when desperate for money!! 
If not credentials of appearance,  
we tend to value on credentials of prowess, smash-up power . . .  
If you were Jason Mullineux . . . it might go like this . . . 
 

• “You know, I was captain of the footy team at Mabel Park State High” onya bro! 
 
We’re impressed by the wrong sorts of credentials. 
What credentials about Jesus are meant to ‘impress’, to make an ‘impression’ upon us? 
 

Verse 22 continues . . .  
This Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, & signs 

 

 These were the SIGNS, the ‘credentials’ people were supposed to pay attention to! 
 

• Jesus feeds 5,000 people from one basket of food!  
• Jesus calms the raging sea of Galilee in an instant! 
• Jesus heals a man lame from birth, instantly, such that he jumped for joy (chap 3!) 
• Jesus raises the dead . . . repeatedly! – the widow’s son, Jairus’ daughter, Lazarus. 
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You’ can’t top that!  In both scale & significance, Jesus did miracles without parallel.   
 
Peter is saying, 

You’ve NEVER met another man like this! 
 
Unlike us, milking 1 old “accomplishment” for life, the Gospel of John wraps up like this: 

{DP}  Jesus performed many other SIGNS . . . that are NOT written in this book.  
But these are written so that you may believe that JESUS is the MESSIAH, the Son of God,  
and that by believing you may have life in His name.  (John 20:30-31) 

 
All these credentials were ‘signs’ POINTING TO/IDENTIFYING Jesus as Messiah/Christ. 

    The King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
 
And at the end of verse 22, Peter begins bringing the ‘heat’ of conviction . . .  

This Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs 
that God did AMONG YOU through Him, JUST AS YOU YOURSELVES KNOW! (v.22) 

 
This is Jerusalem, where Jesus engaged in much of His earthly ministry.  
All these miracles happened locally in the past 3 years, most in the past few months . . . 
leading up to the Cross. 
 
Peter is saying, 

If you are not an eye-witness of these miracles, the guy next to you is, most likely! 
 
This did not happen on TV or some remote island. 
It happened before your very eyes . . . or the eyes of the guy next to you. 
 
And Peter says Jesus was attested – not ‘TESTED’ but ATTESTED – proven, certified 
by these miracles.  
  
You oldies who grew up w/the carton “Scoob Doo”, you’d recall how every episode ends: 
{Play CLIP} “And I would have gotten away with it, if it wasn’t for you meddling kids!” 
 
All it would’ve taken is few meddling kids – I mean, a few reasonable men to object: 
 Mate - I was there!   
 That was no miracle – each one of the 5,000 happened to have tote bags full of food 

because Woolies had just stopped giving out plastic bags! 
 
With solid objections, they could’ve stopped Peter’s speech right then & there. 
But they didn’t . . . because Jesus’ credentials were IMPECCABLE. 
 

You’ve NEVER met another man like this . . . and you KILLED Him! 
 

That’s how Peter ends v.23, turning up the heat of conviction! 
YOU killed Him, nailing Him to a cross by the hands of lawless people!”  [Roman people] 

 

That’s convicting!  And it should be. 
Some of the people there would have been those who 50 days earlier shouted: 
 “Crucify Him!   Let Barabbas go.  Crucify Jesus!” 
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The fact that some would not have been there doesn’t bother Peter & doesn’t change 
that fact that Israel crucified their own Messiah – and that with the help of the Romans 
– Jew & Gentile, all humanity played a part in killing Jesus. 
 
If you’d never before heard verse 23, how would you finish Peter’s sentence?... 

“This Jesus was delivered up by… 
  . . . an epically tragic event of unintended circumstances? 
 

An epically tragic event?  Yes – caused the by vile darkness of the heart of man. 
 
Unintended circumstances?  NO!    Listen to how Peter continues, 

…This Jesus…was delivered up according to God’s determined plan & foreknowledge 
 
Jesus’ crucifixion was according to God’s careful plan,  

a plan unstoppable by even the corrupt intentions of evil people.   
  
You see . . .  
 

We all have a GREATER need than our perceived “immediate” needs.  Jesus knew this. 
• Jesus knew the people He fed would become hungry again. 
• Jesus knew that even the people he raised from death – the widow’s son, Jairus’ 

daughter, Lazarus – would die once again. 
 
God became fully man,  

not ONLY to walk in our midst and sympathise with us, 
not ONLY to show loving compassion and perform miracles of healing . . .  

Jesus came as a man so that He could DIE in our place, to pay for our sin, our evil. 
 
God cannot die in our place; but a man can! . . . Jesus, the God-man, the Messiah. 

Isaiah the prophet continues the prophecy of the coming Messiah: 
He was pierced for our sins . . .  
 by His wounds we are healed.  
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
 each of us has turned to our own way;  
but the LORD has laid on Him the sins of us all. 

 
Only Jesus lived the perfect life, so only Jesus could die a perfect death in our place, 
The Righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God. 
 
At the cross, the Father took our sins and charged them to Jesus’ account.  
        Took Jesus’ righteousness & credited our account! 
 
At the Cross we see BOTH God’s careful plan & our full responsibility! ... 

“Although Jesus was delivered up according to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge,  
YOU killed Him, nailing Him to a cross by the hands of lawless people!”  (v.23) 
 

But things don’t end at the cross!   ‘You killed Jesus’ . . . BUT . . .    
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GOD RAISED HIM!  (VV. 24-32) 

More verses in this section, but we’ll move quickly. 
 
Verse 24 is so encouraging, emboldening!... 

God RAISED Him up, ending the pains of death, 
because it was NOT POSSIBLE for Him to be held by death! 

 
This is the most important “sign” in history so far:  Jesus alone is resurrected! 
 
Peter is not speaking of resuscitation – temporary restoration (like Lazarus, who died again). 
Resurrection is permanent glorification . . . immortality, the conquering of death! 
 
In Jesus’ death AND resurrection, there’s no superstitious ‘hocus pocus’ going on. 
 
...like in Princess Bride, when help is sought for the not actually dead friend  {CLIP}     

“Your friend is only Mostly Dead. There’s big difference between Mostly Dead & All Dead!” 
 

Jesus was All dead . . . Dead-dead!   Not ‘Mostly dead.’ 
 
And Jesus is All alive! 
. . . no hocus pocus like what occurred in in 44 BC, when Julius Caesar was murdered. 

At his funeral, as Caesar’s body was being burned on the funeral pyre,  
someone released an eagle. And the crowds said, “That’s his SPIRIT going to heaven” 

  And by this superstition, the Caesar-dynasty of rule began. 
 
This is nothing like Jesus, who was resurrected bodily. 
 
The very same Jesus they’d seen bodily crucified . . . Dead-dead,  
They saw raised bodily, eating, touchable . . . Alive-alive!   
 (not just many disciples saw this, but even some hostile witnesses).  
Then Acts 1, records that they saw Jesus bodily ascend up into heaven, with the 
promise, the SAME Jesus will return the SAME way . . . visibly, bodily, finally, fully 
bringing the kingdom of God to earth. 
 

[Check out the recent Easter sermons on our website for more details] 
 
But rejoice that it was IMPOSSIBLE for the Grave to hold Him because: 
1] This is according to God’s determined plan!  (v.23) 
2] Jesus is without sin, so once the condemnation of OUR sins was poured out on Him, 

and the debt paid for our sins, atonement made…nothing was holding Him! 
 
That chapter in the Bible wholly devoted to the resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15 – says 
“the sting of sin is death.” 

SIN is the thing that gives DEATH its sting 
 
In the animal world, you cannot safely remove a stinger until it’s venom is dealt with. 
 

Steve Irwin of Australia Zoo fame died because he pulled the sting ray’s stinger out of 
from his heart too soon.  Adequate repairs to Steve’s heart had not been made. 
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In the spiritual world, the venom is our heart, our sin. 
SIN is the thing that gives Death its sting 

 
As you can safely remove a stinger after the venom is dealt with, 
So after Jesus paid for our sin, fully emptied the venom, the ‘Sting’ was removed! 
 The grave was POWERLESS to hold Jesus! 
 
To prove his point in v.24, , 

it was not possible for him to be held by death. 
 

Peter appeals to Scripture in verse 25 
For/Because David says of Him (of Jesus) . . . . 

 
I’ll just summarise Peter’s reasoning in the many verses that follow, when he quotes 2 
songs from OT song book called “Psalms”, and these 2 songs/psalms have a phrase in 
common:    

“He is at my right hand” (v.25) 
“Sit at my right hand” (v. 36) 

 
The ‘right hand’ is the hand of favour or blessing. 

 
The 2 Psalms quoted (Psalm 16 and Psalm 110) are both written by King David,  
whose was promised a descendant that would be The Messiah – THE King of Kings. 
 
So these are “Messianic” psalms, pointing ahead to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

 
The apostle Peter preaching in this chapter, would later write a letter explaining 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that would come, 
searched & carefully investigated – trying to find out the time & circumstances to which the 
Spirit in them was pointing – predicting the sufferings of the MESSIAH & the glories that would 
follow.   (1 Peter 1:10-11) 

• Isaiah 53 about God’s Suffering Servant, 
• Psalms about David’s Exalted Descendent 
 
The very next thing Peter writes in his letter:  

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves . . .  (1 Peter 1:10-12) 
The prophets KNEW they were speaking beyond themselves, beyond their time. 
even if the exact details were not clear to them. 
 
So in Psalm 16, David KNEW he was not speaking of himself, but was speaking of Jesus, 
when he wrote,  

my FLESH will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me in Hades  
or allow your holy one to see DECAY.  (quoted in Acts 2:26-27) 

 

In the OT, Sheol (in Hebrew) translated as Hades (in Greek), was the realm of the dead.  
When focusing on the physical realm of death, it simply meant the GRAVE. 
This physical, bodily realm is the focus of Peter’s argument about the resurrection: 

“Brothers and sisters, I can confidently speak to you about the patriarch David:  
He is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day . . . Seeing what was to come, 
David spoke concerning the resurrection of the Messiah”  (Acts 2:29, 31) 
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Verse 29 says     
“David IS both dead and buried – his tomb is with us today” 

 

Peter’s point:    
Jesus WAS both dead and buried – but His tomb is EMPTY!  

 
for death could not hold Him . . . “we are all witnesses to this.” (v. 32) 
 Here’s David’s tomb – you want the stench?  Crack it open! 
 Here’s Jesus’ tomb – Scooby Doo, make your case! 
 

You Killed Him,   but 
God Raised Him!         And furthermore . . .  

 
GOD EXALTED HIM  (VV. 33-36) 

SINCE Jesus has been EXALTED to the right hand of God  

and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit,  
Jesus has poured out what you both see and hear. 

 
Which is that was evidenced by a new sign at Pentecost earlier in the chapter. 
 
Verse 33 has a 3rd time “the right hand” is used, with Jesus being exalted 
God the Son (Jesus) is at the right hand of God the Father.  Doing what exactly?... 
 
In vv. 34-35, Peter quotes another Messianic Psalm – 110 – where David writes, 

The Lord (God the Father) declared to my Lord (God the Son, Messiah) 
 ‘Sit at My right hand until I put your enemies under your feet’?     
 

To sit at the right hand of the throne is to rule with favour as co-regent. 
 

The Messiah – now RESURRECTED & REIGNING – has the right, as King, to pour God’s 
Spirit on His people in His kingdom! 

 

It’s such a mind blower, it’s the very same Psalm that Jesus quoted to finally shut the 
mouths of those trying to trap Him.  After quote it, Jesus asks:   

“If David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how then can He be David’s son?”  [PWEW!  Sound effect] 
No one was able to answer Jesus at all. From that day no one dared to question Him anymore. 
(Matt 22:45-46) 

 
Peter then brings down the boom of his sermon, its verdict, its take home value:  v.36 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know with CERTAINTY  
that God has made/declared this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah/Christ.” 

 
KEY: Jesus’ Resurrected, Ascended to Heaven, Coronated as King, means King Jesus will 
return to JUDGE the world – in righteousness/fairness – but judge it just the same. 
 
This reminds them – and us – of a REQUIRED RESPONSE:   
 

SO TURN TO HIM!  (VV.37-41) 

When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart & said to Peter & the rest of the apostles: 
“Brothers, what should we do?”  (v.37) 
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“Pierced to the Heart”  means the Holy Spirit is convicting people of 2 things: 
1] What the Bible says about Jesus is True 
2] What the Bible says about us is True! 

 
We’re unrighteous, who need to turn back to Jesus, the Righteous One 
 
Being pierced to the heart is something we cannot manufacture!   
It takes the Holy Spirit to work NOT ONLY within His people, having courage to witness. 
It also takes the Holy Spirit to work in the world – convicting them of sin, of a righteous 
solution in Jesus, and judgment for those outside of Christ. 
 
“What should we do?” was their response in verse 37. 
 
First, Peter says, “Repent” . . . TURN to Jesus (verse 38) 
 
Repentance is not a “work” that earns us anything, like “doing penance” 
Repentance is a gift that God “grants” us (see 2 Timothy 2:25) 
Repentance is a change of mind & heart, an internal/spiritual TURNING . . .  
 A heart that is humbled, remorseful, convicted by sin, 
 that turns AWAY from being centred on sin, on self, & by faith Turns TO Jesus . . .  
 
The 1st Application we see from King Jesus resurrected, ascended, returning to judge, 
is the need of everyone to repent to have peace with God, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
But repentance is not merely about forgiveness, not just a “get out of jail” card,  
Repentance is recalibration:  to worship Him as Saviour, to honour Him as Lord. 
 
Peter says, v.39, this promise of forgiveness, of the washing/empowering Holy Spirit, 
is for everyone – you, your children and those far off – everyone the Lord will call. 
 
Have you listened to His call?... 
Have you listened to His call to turn from sin, turn to Him . . .  
 
 . . . or do you think you are too “far off” in sin?    
MARVEL at the truth of God’s grace to you!... 
3,000 repented that day, many were the very SAME people who yelled “Crucify Him!” 
 They were forgiven, washed of sin, reconciled with God!!  
 

WHILE they shouted “crucify Him!”, Jesus prayed, “Forgive them, Father” !! 
You thought Jesus’ miraculous signs could not be topped? 
Jesus’ mercy & grace cannot be topped!!   
 
Not matter the depths of your sin…ALL who repent & trust in Jesus find Him! Turn to Him! 
We say this often . . . and we mean it.   If you want to pray after, come, let’s pray. 
 
Remember: How you respond to the risen Christ 

will determine 
how God responds to you – eternally! 

 



	

 

10	

10 

2nd Application:   
What does repentance “look like”? 
 By “look like”, I mean the fruit of repentance . . . what grows out of repentance: 
 a life of honouring King Jesus, identifying with Jesus, acknowledging Jesus as Lord. 
 
One important way we honour our King is in BAPTISM . . . the next thing Peter mentions. 
 
In the Book of Acts, we see water baptism usually comes on the heels of turning to Jesus. 
 
Why?  Pastor John Stott puts it well:  

Water-baptism is the initiatory Christian rite, because  
Spirit-baptism is the initiatory Christian experience.1 

 
When someone repents & believes in Jesus, that forgiveness is a spiritual baptism, 
washing of sins. So water baptism usually follows soon after conversion/spiritual baptism. 
 
Unlike then, today the meaning of water baptism has been made more murky because 
of wrong teaching by the Roman Catholic Church and certain Protestant denominations. 
 
So wisdom says there is often a need to wait for clarity on understanding water baptism 
– what it is & is not.   
 
Likewise clarity of assessing understanding of the gospel and motives for younger people 
seeking baptism: 
• Is it their own faith, or their parents’ faith?   
• Is their motive ‘because my friends got baptised’? Or because they want to honour Christ 
 
And don’t be confused by the language . . . “be baptised for the forgiveness of sins” 
 When you see a poster that says, “Wanted for murder” . . .   
  Is that to gain murder . . . to ‘hire a hitman’ ?  NO!! 
  It’s ‘wanted because of murder.’ 
 
We are not saved by of water baptism. 
We identify with Jesus in water baptism because we have been saved. 

Acts 10 is an example that illustrates this . . . people repent & receive the Holy Spirit. 
And only after that – after they are saved, after their spiritual baptism –  
then Peter says, why should they not also be water baptised, to identify with Jesus. 

 
We are saved by trusting in Jesus, by turning to Jesus.2 
We did a sermon on baptism 3 weeks ago.  It’s online, if you have more questions. 
 
But the application is this:  

If you’re born again (spiritually baptised), Identify with Jesus in water baptism!   
Openly acknowledge Him as your Saviour King, yourself as a citizen of His kingdom. 

                                       
1 John Stott, The Baptism and Fullness of the Spirit (IVP, 1964), p.28. 
2 Peter later writes, “We are saved . . . by the pledge of a clear conscience toward God through the resurrection of Jesus 

[spiritual baptism], NOT by the washing of dirt from the body”.  (1 Peter 3:20-21) 
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3rd Application:   
To be a faithful ‘witness’ to Jesus, we must share the necessity of repentance.   
Not just “faith” that Jesus is great and will make your life great. 
But Jesus is Lord, and because we’ve all blown it big time,  

       we must be made right with Him and honour Him.  
 
The only part of the Royal wedding I watched was the sermon.  
 
I was surprised in positive way, given the preacher is an Episcopalian (in America, that’s 
typically the very liberal branch of Anglicanism, the ‘smells & bells’ sort) 
 
I was thankfully surprised he proclaimed:  

The sacrificial love of Christ crucified,  
And even the reality of Jesus’ miracles (not many Episcopalians would affirm these) 

 
He spoke of the “redemptive power of love.” 
But he spoke not of what we are redeemed from. 
 
He did not mention sin.  
He did not mention repentance. 
He did not mention we’ve blown it & we’ll to before a righteous God’s righteous judgment. 
 
I hardly expected a declaration of the need to turn from sin to be saved at the royal 
wedding! 
 
But the point is, repentance is an essential part of the Gospel! 
 

The Good News is not that Jesus loves marshmallows, dogs & you, too. 
 

The Good News is that Jesus is Exalted in Heaven:    
He has conquered Death and can conquer your sin IF you repent & trust in Him! 

 
So Jesus resurrection & ascension shape our good news telling in a key way: 

We call people to Christ through repentance & faith.  
because the Lord & Christ is coming to right all wrongs & judge unrepentant sinners. 

 
4th and Final Application 
They received the Holy Spirit – that’s part of the promise!  (Acts 2:38-399) 
 
And a KEY reason in Acts that the Spirit Indwells us, is for . . .   
 Power to Be WITNESSES for Jesus! 
 
With 3,000 Turning to Jesus, Pentecost brought 3,000 more ‘ambassadors for Christ’! 
My wife and I just returned from a ministry conference called “Urgent”, on evangelism. 
It was challenging in a good way, not a knuckle-wrap, guilt-manipulating way. 
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Being a pastor, busy with a growing church, and my wife busy with numerous women’s 
and children’s ministries . . . we don’t have heaps of regular contact with the non-
Christian world. 
 
We were challenged about this . . . and not just re. non-Christian friendships,  
but also making the most of the brief contact we have with random non-christians. 
 
On the plane ride home, my wife engaged the lady next to her and talked about our 
conference and about Jesus. 
 
In the Uber ride home from the airport, I applied a couple of principles the conference 
reminded me of, and for 35 minutes I chatted about Jesus with the Pakistani Muslim 
driver, asking him heaps of questions about what faith he was raised in, what he now 
believes, and I closed with the uniqueness of Jesus . . . which surprised him. 
 
This week, I set up a meeting with my physio to read the Bible one-to-one before my 
next appointment. 

 
It REALLY was not that awkward! 
All these were natural flowing conversations, because we asked people lots of questions. 
And if God’s Spirit is stirring them, they will talk about spiritual things, especially things 
they believe.  Then they’ll tend to return the favour and ask you. 
 
When God’s Spirit is in you (the PROMISE to all who believe),  
and when Spirit is at work convicting the world . . . God will use us as His witnesses, His 
ambassadors! 
 
Let’s ALL have a great week speaking about our King, Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


