
Different Sign, Same Sermon – It’s STILL About Jesus! 
(Acts 3) 

 
Have you ever thought about just how many sort of signs there are on the motorway? 
 Speed limit, wrong way, slippery when Wet . . . there’s almost no end to them! 
 
Some are profound in their message: “Drink DrIvE”  
Here’s my favourite “no subtlety” sign:   “If you hit this sign, you will hit that bridge!” 
   
What does all these signs have “in common”?     

All the signs basically have the SAME Message:  Be Safe, Keep Others Safe 
                  Get to your destination Safely. 
Different Signs giving the SAME Message 
 
…This reminds me of the Book of Acts 
Different Signs, Same Message: Turn to Jesus! The One Way to a Safe eternity 
         And the One Way of abundant life here/now. 
What we’ll see again & again in Acts is a Sign then a Sermon, a Sign then a Sermon, 
Just like with Jesus: 
• Jesus feeds 5,000 & says “I am the bread of Life!”  (John 6) 
• Jesus heals a blind man & says, “I am the light of the world!”  (John 9) 
• Jesus raises Lazarus from death & says “I am the resurrection and the life!”  (John 11) 
And here in Acts, the signs lead to sermons . . . about Jesus. 
 
In chapter 2, the “Sign” at Pentecost was a miracle of praising the good news of  

Jesus in unlearned foreign languages/tongues. 
Who Remembers the OUTLINE of Peter’s Sermon?... 
You’ll remember it soon, because you’ll hear that Sermon again & again & again! 
       You Killed Him, God Raised Him, God Exalted Him, Turn to Him! 
 
In chapter 2, verse 40, Luke (the author of the Book of Acts) summarises: 

“With MANY other words Peter testified & strongly urged them, “Be saved . . . .” 
 

Peter’s sermon was far longer than what’s written (...maybe even as long as mine!). 
All the sermons in Acts are short summaries of what was said. 
 
So what Luke chooses to distil them down to is the core, main message: 
 . . . clearly, You killed Him, God raised Him, God exalted Him, Turn to Him  is core. 
 
 Acts 3 is a Different Sign: a miraculously healed man praises the good news of Jesus. 
but trust me – it’s the pretty much Same Sermon, with different chapter and verses! 
 You Killed Him, God Raised Him, God Exalted Him, Turn to Him!  (see it again in chap 4!) 

That’s because what’s CENTRAL is not the sign, but the Good news of Jesus  
• So those filled with the Holy Spirit are all about Jesus & speak about Jesus!    So... 
•  Last week’s Title: It’s All About Jesus, with the extra word “Still” works as a Title for 

chapter 3, It’s STILL about Jesus!”.   It could for every new section of Acts!  
• But that’d get old, so we will have a different title next week! 
 
 The Signs change, but the Gospel is unchanging!  We see the idea of chap 3 like this: 

 Physical Healing points to our Deeper Need: 
Spiritual Healing in Jesus, who will return to Restore all things 
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Outline  
3:1-11  Sign: Healing  (a sign that brings lots of questions; need to spend some time here!)   
 
The Sermon still says You Killed Him, God Raised Him, God Exalted Him, Turn to Him! 
But it has a few nuances that we will express like this:  
3:12-26   SERMON:  Jesus – now Resurrected & Reigning – will Bring Cosmic Restoration   
Unpacked, Peter’s sermon flows like this . . .  
• Recognise Christ  (:12-13a)   The . . .  
• Rejected Christ  (:13b-15a) 
• Resurrected Christ  (:15b-16) 
• Repent/Return to Christ  (:17-20) 
• Restoration in Jesus Christ!  (:21-26)...focusing on the last 2, repentance & restoration 
 
Let’s start with the astonishing, Jesus-pointing “sign” of chapter 3   
 

3:1-11  SIGN: HEALING   

First we will look at the sign itself, then consider the deeper need the sign points to, 
which will then lead us into to Peter’s sermon. 
 
The Sign Itself:  Miraculous Healing 
 
To our youth here, “lame” does not mean uncool, “He’s, like, so lame!”  
It means paralysed, crippled.   Verses 1-3,   

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple for the time of prayer at three in the 
afternoon.  A man who was lame from birth was being carried there. He was placed each day 
at the temple gate called Beautiful, so that he could beg from those entering the temple.  
When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple, he asked for money. 

 
First, let’s get our bearings . . .  
We’re at is the Temple in Jerusalem. 

2 extra location details are given in verses 1-11 . . . 
• The man born paralysed is at the Gate called Beautiful (v. 3) 
• people astonished at seeing him healed run to him at Solomon’s Colonnade (v. 10) 
 

  Here’ diagram of the Courts surrounding the Jerusalem Temple. 
No one is sure exactly which gate had the nickname “Beautiful”. 
We do know Solomon’s ‘Colonnade’ – which is roofed porch supported by columns. 
Solomon’s Colonnade was massive, running the entire length of the eastern portion of 
the outer court of the temple. 
 In his Gospel, John writes that Jesus also did ministry in Solomon’s Colonnade. 
 
Let’s consider this beggar’s more immediate, surface level needs/problems:  

• Inborn problem:  “lame from birth” (3:2) 
• Enduring problem:  chapter 4 adds he was “over 40 years old” (4:22) 
• Incapacity problem:  he cannot work he so has to beg for money, daily. 

Helpless and hopeless . . .  
he is completely dependent on others to be placed there each day to beg for his daily bread. 
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The man is very strategically placed by his friends:  at a gate going into the Temple . . .  
a high traffic area where in the very least, religious do-gooders going in to offer prayers and 
sacrifices would see the man & think that giving alms (mercy money) earned ‘brownie points’ 
with God, meriting reward...a “giving to get” mentality (self-serving, self-righteous mentality) 
 
At best, some would bless the man from loving sympathy . . . but what more could they do? 
 
As the saying goes,  

Give a man a fish, feed him for a day. 
Teach a man to fish, feed him for his life. 

But THIS man cannot move, never mind fish or work! 
 
So imagine the man’s disappointment when holding his cup out, gazing into the crowd,  
hears the deliberate call of Peter & John, vv-4-5:  “Look at us!   

He turned to them, expecting to get something from them. 
But Peter said, “I do NOT have silver or gold,  

 

“Yeah, yeah, that’s was nearly everyone says!”, he thought. 
 

O the joy when our expectations are exceeded, given what happens next! 
 
Peter & John know ‘man cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from God’ 
But before they communicate about Jesus, and this man’s deeper need,  

      they care for this man & his immediate need. 
 
When we get to the very end of chapter 4, we will delve more into caring for people to 
help the credibility of our gospel communication in a sceptical, post-Christian culture. 
 
But here we must move along, as there is plenty in this chapter to deal with . . .  
 
They care for this man’s immediate need, and then some!...Verse 6 & following:  

“What I do have, I give you:  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, GET UP & WALK!”  
Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at once his feet and ankles became 
strong. So he jumped up and started to walk, and he entered the temple with them—walking, 
leaping, and praising God. All the people saw him walking and praising God, and they 
recognized that he was the one who used to sit and beg at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. 
So they were filled with awe and astonishment at what had happened to him. 

 
Okay . . . a few things to note here about the Healing. 
 
Firstly, there is no “offer” made to the man.   

 I realise you asked for money.  Would you like to be healed instead? 
 Then you can not only move, but also work & no longer beg.  How does that sound? 
 

In the Greek, it is actually an IMPERATIVE, a COMMAND given by Peter: 
“GET UP & WALK!” 
 

Don’t worry – if you were astounded, so was everyone – a triple emphasis of 
astonishment is seen when you read through to verse 12. 
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The question most asked is (and I’ve have been asked many times this week!): 
 Is this GIFT OF HEALING around today? 
 
With much to cover, I will try to be brief but clear . . . and I hope, gracious in the answer. 
 
First, we must distinguish the broader matter of God healing today 

        from the “gift of healing” today. 
 

God is sovereign, He is not limited by us. 
God can & does do the miraculous today – the salvation of every soul is the greatest 
miracle God does regularly today . . . opening our spiritually blind eyes, replacing our 
corrupt, hard hearts of stone with hearts of flesh, with His law written on it, His Spirit 
dwelling in us! 
 
Occasionally today God answers “Yes” to our prayer requests for miraculous healing, 
and doctors are completely baffled as to how/why . . . Eastern & Western doctors alike. 
 
Sometimes God acts independently of us . . . no prayers are made, no ‘mediation’ from 
us at all . . . yet God still acts miraculously to accomplish His will:  
 through genuinely astonishing circumstances, orchestrated only by Him. 
 
But this is different to the spiritual “gift of healing” – like Jesus healed, like the apostles 
healed . . . healing by command/decree/fiat! 
 We could rightly call this spiritual gift “On-demand healing”. 
 (the demand of the one gifted, not the one desiring healing) 
 
Is this biblical GIFT around today? 
 
About on-demand miracles mediated through people, let me begin the answer with a Q: 
If you think the whole way through the Bible miracles are so common that people are 
tripping over them, listen to this QUESTION from Gideon 200 years after Moses/Joshua  

“If Yahweh is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And WHERE are all His 
miracles which our forefathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt?’ (Judges 6:13) 

Gideon had never seen a “miracle”!  He’d only heard about them from his ancestors. 

There are only 3 dense ‘eras’ when human-mediated miracles were common in the Bible:  
¨ the era of Moses & Joshua;  
¨ the era of Elijah & Elisha;  
¨ the era of Jesus & the apostles. 

Apart from these times – particularly the 8 centuries spanning from Elijah/Elisha to the 
birth of Christ – there were very few miracles in the Bible mediated through people. 
 
Regarding “miraculous sign gifts” today, the GBC view is:  ‘OPEN but VERY cautious.’ 
 
We are ‘OPEN’ because we don’t see a water-tight biblical argument that all those gifts 
are gone.    We see hints, trends & some verses that teach it could well be the case that 
miraculous sign gifts have indeed ceased today . . . but not indisputable arguments. 
 
However, we are “VERY cautious”, because most of what’ve we seen & heard claimed 
to be such gifts, simply put, is not comparing apples with apples. 
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IF the “gift of healing” is functioning today, it must MATCH the criteria, the standard, the 
benchmarks of the gift as described in Scripture.  So, here are just 5 Biblical Benchmarks    

1] Instant Healing   
2] Complete Healing   
3] Verifiable Healing   
4] Money is never “exchanged” for healing 
5] Gospel Healing (in the name of the GENUINE Jesus with the TRUE gospel) 

 

To me, these biblical criteria rule out the MAJORITY of the evidence offered in favour of 
the gift of healing functioning today: 
 
Each of these Criteria/Benchmarks are seen clearly in Acts 3, but they are also true for 
all biblical healings that I can think of.   Let’s quickly see these criteria in Acts 3: 
 
1] Instant Healing  (Acts 3:6-7)   

“AT ONCE his feet & ankles became strong. So he jumped up and started to walk” 
 

The word “immediately/at once” occurs regularly with healings in the Gospels & Acts. 
 
This is no, “I went to the revival meeting and at my next doctor’s visit cancer began to  

going into remission, and was gone 3 months later.” 
 
The 2 slowest miraculous healings in the Bible are Elisha telling Naaman to dip 7 times 
in the Jordan to be cured of leprosy, & Jesus’ 2-step healing of the blind man in John 8:    
    First some spit & hand-laying, and the man saw fuzzily, people looking like trees.  
    Then spit-free hand-laying, and the man saw everything clearly. 
 Time it takes to a] dip 7 times . . . b] double-hand-laying . . . 60 seconds tops? 
Think you may have the gift? You’ve a whole minute to heal, satisfying the 1st Biblical criteria. 
 
2] Complete Healing  (Acts 3:8,16)  
 

“He JUMPED up and started to walk, and he entered the temple with them—WALKING, LEAPING, 
and praising God!...16 Jesus has given this man PERFECT HEALTH” 

 
This is no, “I went to the revival meeting and my leg started to regain feeling. 

And 3 months later I was walking normally.” 
Nor is it, “I went to the revival meeting and my cancer was gone . . .  

it came back a week later, but it was gone then.” 
 
No . . . we see Lame to Leaping!  Perfect health!   

Instant Healing, Complete Healing . . . 
 
3] Verifiable Healing  (Acts 3:9-10, 16)    
 

This is a super-important and consistent criteria throughout Scripture, and very emphatic 
in Acts 3:9-10 and 16, 

ALL the people SAW him walking and praising God, 
and they RECONIZED that he was the one who used to sit and beg at the Beautiful Gate of 
the temple. SO they were filled with awe and astonishment . . . . “Jesus’ name has made 
strong this man whom you SEE & KNOW.” 
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Notice it’s not a subjective, unobservable healing (back pain or headache disappearing). 
It’s objective, observable healing.   

Jesus told lepers he healed to go to the temple to be declared ceremonially “clean.” 
 
It’s because the people know this guy that they’re shocked: “They recognised him . . .  
SO, they were filled with awe . . . .”     
 
The triple emphasis of awe at the miralulous matches the triple emphasis of awe at 
miraculously speaking unlearned languages in Acts 2.  It’s another ‘shock & awe’ moment! 
 Acts 3 is not describing a micro leg-length adjustment by shifting someone’s hips!   
 It’s describing jaw-droppingly astonishing healing! 
 

Listen: the great majority of biblical healings occur in one’s own hometown, so the 
witnesses know the person who is healed . . . like here in Acts 3, or like the man born 
blind in John 9, who parents & community could not deny it. 
 
A guy who came to our church for a while, once said to me, 

“Come with me to India, and I will prove to you the on-demand gift of healing exists today.” 
I replied,  

“Sorry, parachuting me into a context I don’t know, of people I don’t know would NOT prove it.  
Instead, bring that healer here into MY context, MY town, with people I’VE KNOWN for years 
with paralysis, leprosy, tuberculosis, and if they’re certifiably, instantly, completely healed, then 
we’re almost there!  Because THAT is how Jesus and the apostles did it!” 

 
Almost there, because Jesus said,  

“False messiahs & prophets will arise and perform great signs & wonders  
to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” (Mt 24:24) 

 
So 2 final criteria we’ll handle together, very briefly:    

4] Money is never “exchanged” for healing in the Bible; 
in fact, that’s condemned in the strongest of terms in Acts 8,     

Peter told the magician, “May your silver be destroyed with you,  
because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!”    

 

The wording’s so strong, Don Carson said it’s not far off the mark translating Peter saying,  
“To hell with you & your money!”   

 
5] Gospel Healing (in the name of the GENUINE Jesus accompanied by the TRUE gospel). 
 
These 2 criteria alone straight away would rule out MOST ‘televangelists’, like Benny Hinn 
and others who are an EPIC FAIL at both these points . . . almost always charging money 
(behind stage) and almost never preaching the gospel (and a false one if they do). 
 
For all these reasons, comparing what’s claimed today, this is why we are very cautious! 
Most of what we see is comparing apples with oranges, not the biblical gift.  But we’re open! 
If you can heal to the standard of these 5 Biblical Benchmarks – or know someone in 
town who does . . . after service, let me know!  Believe me, 2ith all my physical maladies,  
I’ll be the first to line up for healing!  (if these 5 benchmarks are demonstrated). 
 
More vitally, I’d be thrilled for Jesus to be glorified by this sort of healing, and people saved! 
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The Sign Itself:  is Miraculous Healing of an immediate need. 
But this man had Deeper need regarding a DEEPER ‘inborn’ problem . . . inborn sin. 
 
The sign of Physical Healing points to a Deeper SOLUTION: spiritual healing from sin  

    & its condemnation 
 

Miracles are not “show tricks”:  levitating, flying, things with no moral purpose. 
Please hear this . . . biblical miracles are much less a “suspension” of natural law,  

and much more a “restoration” of natural order . . .  
the nature God created & designed, which He called “very good” at the end of Genesis 1. 
 
è God did not create us with paralysis & blindness!  We brought sin & curse in Genesis 3. 
 

But God’s miracles alleviate suffering!  They feed us, they heal us.  
They reverse the curse – a step back towards Eden, and it’s untarnished, glorious 
fellowship with God. 
  
But a reverse of the curse is only brought about by a DEEPER miracle from God . . . 
RECONCILIATION:  restoring the relationship that was broken by our sin in the Garden. 
 
So physical healing is actually the ’secondary’ Purpose of the gift of Healing, because 
physically healed people eventually get ill again and die.   

 Primarily, we need reconciliation with God, for resurrection to eternal life! 
 
The Main Purpose of Healing (and ALL miraculous “signs” is: 

to Confirm Jesus is the Risen & Ruling Messiah: 
 

(John 20:30-31)    Jesus performed many other SIGNS that could not fit in this book. 
But these sign are written so that you may believe that JESUS is the MESSIAH, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may HAVE LIFE in His name!”   

 
This is why Jesus links His miraculous Signs to His Sermons of self-disclosure,  

 “I AM the bread of life . . . I AM the resurrection . . . I AM light of the world.” 
 
This is why when John the baptiser was in prison – confused & discouraged, thinking, is 
this what’s supposed to be happening when Messiah comes?  

“From prison, John sent a message through his disciples to ask Jesus, 
  ‘Are you the One who is to come?”  

Jesus quotes the Messianic promise of Isaiah 35,   
“Go and report to John what you hear & see: 
The blind receive their sight, the LAME WALK, those with leprosy  are cleansed, the deaf hear,  
the dead are raised, and the poor are told the good news,  
and blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”   (Matt 11:3-6, citing Isaiah 35:5-6)  
     SIGNS are about the Good News of Jesus! 

 
The miracles of the Apostles accredited them as Jesus’ Ambassadors & their gospel 
message about Jesus as true!   . . .   
 

3:12-26   SERMON:  JESUS – RESURRECTED & REIGNING – WILL BRING COSMIC RESTORATION   

Very quickly on these first 3 . . .  
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RECOGNISE THE CHRIST  (:12-13A)   

Peter & John knew full well would healing a man born lame in a high traffic public area 
would lead to! 
The miracle was not JUST for the paralysed man, but for opportunity to proclaim Jesus! 
 

Peter addressed the people:  
“Fellow Israelites, why are you amazed at this? Why do you stare at us, as though we had 
made him walk by our own power or godliness? . . . God has GLORIFIED His servant JESUS . . .  

 

Peter ties this together in verse 16, 
By faith in His name, His name has made this man strong, whom you see and know.  
So the faith that comes through JESUS has given him this perfect health in front of all of you. 

 
Whose faith is it here the text does not make clear. 
Certainly Peter & John had faith in Jesus – they’re the ones commanding the healing! 
 
When Jesus Himself healed a paralysed man being lowered into a house by his friends, 
Jesus commended “their faith” . . . the faith of the friends & paralysed man alike. 
 
No specific mention is made here of the faith of this once-lame man . . . but do recall:  
Being at the Temple gate every day, surely the lame man would have not only heard 
about Jesus, but heard Jesus Himself, who did ministry right there.  
  
And in Acts chapter 4, the next day, the once lame man is standing with Peter & John – 
it seems he is now one of the disciples. 
  

Maybe the lame man had hoped Jesus would heal him like others? 
 He may have believed Jesus was the Messiah?  But He was crucified! 
 So what hope for healing could a dead Messiah bring? 
 
Which is precisely Peter’s point as we press on . . . . 
 

REJECTED CHRIST  (:13B-15A) 

Here we see a contrast of Divine Assessment vs. Human Assessment of Jesus 
Jesus was not exactly what most of Israel was expecting . . .  
• they wanted a political liberator, to be set free from Rome. 
• God gave a spiritual liberator, to set us from sin . . . He sent His Son as Servant-King 

to meet our deeper, eternal need. 
 

Again, no graduate of Dale Carnegie’s school of How to Win friends, Peter opens up both 
barrels, even more so than chapter 2.     The contrast is not just ironic, it’s tragic . . .  
 
Beginning in verse 13:   
• 13 God Glorified His Servant Jesus . . . YOU denied Him & handed Him over to Pilate! 
• 14 Jesus is The Holy & Righteous One . . . You said he was a blasphemer & has a demon!1 
• 15 Jesus is the Author of Life . . . You murdered Him & prolonged a murderer’s life! (Barabbas) 
• 24 All the Prophets spoke of Him . . . but you spoke against Him! 

                                       
1 Luke 5:21; John 8:48 
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It’s like a court room scene, with exhibit A, B & C: 3 strikes & you’re out.  They shouted, 
• “Release Barabbas!” [X sound] . . . . But Jesus is your King! replies Pontius Pilate. 
• “We have no king but Caesar!”  [XX]   
• “His blood be on us and our children!” [XXX] 2 
 

It’s not just tragic . . . it’s incriminating.    But there is HOPE . . .  
 

RESURRECTED CHRIST  (:15B-16) 

You killed the source of life, whom God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of this . . .  
By faith in His name, His name has made this man strong! 
 

Think through the LOGIC here!... 
Someone’s name is not only their reputation but their AUTHORITY.    

An unregistered boat is approaching our shores: 
“STOP in the name of Australian Coast Guard”, or “in the name The Australian Navy”  

The demand presumes the authority named can ENFORCE that demand! 
 
But if some said, “In the name of Buddha, stand up!” 
 What authority is there to enforce the demand?   

Buddha’s dead.   
He’s only a memory, and memories about a dead person have no power of enforcement.3 
      No power to heal, to miraculously transform the natural order! 
 
Peter’s command to the lame man assumes Jesus is Alive & Ruling, Risen & Reigning 

having authority to enforce & empower Peter’s demand to rise up. 
 
Jesus’ Resurrection was verifiable; just like this miracle. 
This is why the Focus is on the name of Jesus, the Lord & Christ, living authority to heal. 
 

REPENT/RETURN TO CHRIST  (:17-20)  

Verse 17 says you may not have fully known what you were doing, but 
Verse 18 says God fully knew what He was doing sending His Son . . . 

“I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your leaders also did.  
In this way God fulfilled what He had predicted through ALL the prophets—that His Messiah 
would suffer. Therefore repent and turn back. 

 
Ignore does not remove our responsibility - so 
The Apostles, the deacons, everyone in Acts will keep sharing this same message! 
 Jesus has Risen, so Repent!  Because He’s King and He’s Coming again. 
 
**How do you think most people in the world view Repentance?  As Loss or Gain? 
We MUST leave this morning viewing Repentance as the Bible does: POSITIVELY! GAIN! 
Repentance brings 3 radical blessings!:  
1] Repent so that Your Sins may be Wiped Away! (v. 19) – we could call this a PURGING 

                                       
2 Strike 1:  Luke 23:18,  Strike 2: John 19:15;  Strike 3:  Matt 27:25. 
3 Good point made by Art Azurdia, “The Resurrection . . . So What?” 
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Most of us have been ‘caught out’ at something bad.  If not you will be!  O, the shame! 
 
So David writes in Psalm 32, 

“When I kept silent in my sin, my bones became brittle, from my guilt & groaning.” (Psalm 32:3) 
 

But how precious is a forgiveness . . . a clean slate, a clear conscience restored! 
 
Repentance brings God’s forgiveness, like a “secure erase” from a hard drive: 
      Our guilt is NEVER “recoverable”! 
 
This is why David writes in the same psalm writer says,  

“How BLESSED is the one whose sin is FORGIVEN!” 
 
 

2]  2nd Radical Blessing, verse 20,  
“that seasons of REFRESHING may come from the presence of the Lord!” 
 

From a PURGING to a POURING . . .  
God’s love has been POURED out in our hearts  through the Holy Spirit who was given to us! 
 

This is the abundant life Jesus spoke of, Life as Jesus showed us!  
 A Foretaste of Life as it’s MEANT  TO  BE!!!! 

 
It’s the thrill a heart that hungers & thirsts for righteousness that forms Holy Habits, that 
breaks unholy addictions, defeating sins through the power of God’s Holy Spirit in us!   
 
It’s Relationships as they are meant to be:   
• marriages in lasting covenant commitment,  
• fellowship that sacrificially builds up, speaking truth in love, forgiving one another, 

serving one another. 
It’s the experience of the hymn lyrics, 

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul! 
 

It’s the Blessedness of the Beatitudes, which is why verse 25 says, 
“all the families of the earth will be blessed through you” speaking of Messiah. 

 
A foretaste of Life as it’s meant to be . . . but not just a temporary taste!... 
 
Blessing #3] “that He may send Jesus . . . whom Heaven must receive him until the 

time of the ALL of all things” (v. 21) 
This speaks of Jesus’ return, and the cosmic “restoration” of EVERYTHING!! . . .  
 

RESTORATION IN JESUS CHRIST!  (:21-26)     

As the last book of the Bible, puts it,  
God Himself will be with them and will be their God.  
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes:  grief, crying, and pain will be no more – Death 
will be no more; because the previous things have passed away!” 
Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!”  (Rev 21:3-6) 
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This is why physical healing is but a “sign” – a sign of Cosmic Restoration. 
. . . ETERNAL BLISS for all those who Repent!    Repentance is GAIN! 
 
This is why elsewhere in the Bible, the Apostle Paul writes, 

I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your GRIEF LED TO REPENTANCE . . . .  
For godly grief produces a REPENTANCE that leads to salvation WITHOUT REGRET! 
but worldly grief produces death.  (2 Corinthians 7:9-10) 

 
For those who do not repent: Acts 3:23, “they will be cut off from God and His people.” 
 
. . . Forever.   
While the fear of Hell is useful to awaken/alarm, fear is NOT enough to save! 
 

The Bible says that God’s kingdom is “promised to those who LOVE God” (James 2:5). 
Pastor John Piper puts it well, 

“Hell cannot scare anyone into heaven, because heaven is a place for those who love God, 
not for those who only fear hell.”4 

 
Fear of hell is no proof of love for God!   
Desiring to be rescued by the lifeboats, does not prove you love the captain of the ship!5 

 
A criminal can easily weep when his guilty sentence is read out,  

not because he has come to love righteousness,  
but because his freedom to do more unrighteousness is being taken away!  

Crying over punishment one is about to receive for wrongdoing is no sign of hating wrong, 
but hating pain!6  

 
Fear of Hell is insufficient.  
Ü What, then, causes true tears of repentance, repentance without regret? 
 
God’s MARVELLOUS GRACE . . . His underserved favour in place of deserved disfavour! 
 
They cried out:  “His BLOOD be on us and our children!” 
Jesus cried out:  God’s GRACE be on you and your children.  “Forgive them, Father!” 
 
Nothing screams Grace like the CROSS of Christ! 
Where Jesus – the Holy & Righteous One – took upon Himself our deserved disfavour  
  And Bestowed to us undeserved favour. 
 

“O, the glory of His might, when He comes on that day to be MARVELLED at among all who have 
believed.”  (2 Thess 2:10) 

This is why Paul says he considers everything rubbish compared to knowing Christ! 
 To spend Eternity with Him!  WOW!  Gain! 
 
Restoration of ALL things . . . We are NOT There YET! 
 Even in the Bible, miracles were occasional, selective, not comprehensive. 

                                       
4 Piper, “The Echo and Insufficiency of Hell (Pt. 2)”, 21 June 1992 
5 Word picture by Piper, “The Echo and Insufficiency of Hell (Pt. 2)” 
6 Ibid. 
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In “Don’t Waste Your Cancer”, Pastor John Piper (who thinks the “gift of healing” IS 
functioning today), says,  

I write this on the eve of prostate surgery.  I believe in God’s power to heal—by miracle and by 
medicine. . . . But healing is not God’s plan for everyone.”7 
 

He’s right. Healing is not for every Christian . . . not until “the Restoration of All things!” 
 
Piper then adds,  

"This news of cancer has, of course, been GOOD for me.  The most dangerous thing in the 
world is the sin of self-reliance and the stupor of worldliness. The news of cancer has a 
wonderfully blasting effect on both. I THANK God for that. The times with Christ in these days 
have been unusually sweet."8 

 
Similarly, Joni Eareckson Tada THANKS God for her neck injury leading to quadriplegia 
(paralysis of legs AND arms), because she was wandering, self-absorbed, as she put it, 
“confusing the good news of Jesus with the American dream”, which is not so different 
to that Australian dream. 
 
It was Joni’s physical incapacity that awakened her soul! 
 
In her book Heaven: Your Real Home, she writes,   

Being paralyzed, it's impossible for me to kneel in prayer.  
I remember one time being at a convention banquet, when the speaker closed his message by 
asking everyone in the room to kneel for prayer.  
 

All five hundred people pushed their chairs away from the table and got on their knees – all 
except me. I sat there crying; oh, not because I felt awkward that I was the only one in the 
entire banquet hall who was still sitting up, no, I cried because as I looked around I was struck 
with the beauty of seeing so many people bow in worship. I remember praying:  

"O, Lord Jesus, I can't wait for the day when I will RISE UP on resurrected legs.  
 And the first thing I will do is to DROP on grateful, glorified knees." 

On the day I receive my new body in heaven, I'm sure Jesus will be delighted to watch me 
stretch glorified muscles and dance on tiptoe. But there's something I plan to do that may 
please Him more. I will kneel.  
To choose not to move in heaven will be my demonstration to Him of heartfelt THANKS for the 
grace He gave all those many years when my legs and hands were paralyzed. 

 
Amen!  Thanks be to God for meeting our DEEPER need in Jesus. It’s still all about Jesus! 
 

GOSPEL CALL 

Our DEEPEST need is not alleviating our physical suffering but alleviating our sin! 
Maybe you came to church this morning with different expectations?...like the paralysed 
man, who expected money, but got far better! 
 
Have you Turned to Jesus?  Do you desire to repent, to turn to Jesus? 
 

                                       
7 John Piper, “Don’t Waste Your Cancer”, 15 Feb 2006, http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/dont-waste-your-cancer 
8 John Piper, “Letter to Church Members” (of Bethlehem Baptist Church), January 2006. 


