
DON'T BE FOOLED ABOUT THE GRAVE 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-22) 

It’s April Fools’ Day today.   
Did anyone try to trick you this morning? 
Did you fall for it?! 

 
Maybe something small, like Rikus with his trick, swirly handshake? 
But when you fall for something bigger, it can be really embarrassing.   

Some April Fools have been bold!...Like British radio announcer Nic Tuff, in a 1998 
live broadcast pretended to be the British Prime Minister Tony Blair, calling South 
African President Nelson Mandela.  It was only at the end of their chat, when Nic 
asked Nelson what he was doing for April Fools' Day, that the line went dead.   
A Mandela spokesman later claimed: "He [clearing the throat] knew it was a joke." 

 
 What’s the biggest April Fools’ trick that you’ve fallen for? 
If you fall for something huge, a hoax about someone or something you really value, it 
can be emotionally paralysing. 
 
Imagine what it would’ve been like on that Sunday morning . . .  
After the already emotional Friday, weeping & wailing as you watch Jesus tortured & killed. 
 Your hopes crushed as you witness your Messiah murdered, your Christ crucified. 
Then, Saturday, the Sabbath commandment required you not to work, but to rest . . .  
 #most restless Sabbath ever! 
 
Until first light on Sunday, the weeping women head to Jesus’ tomb with perfumes to 
anoint Jesus’ body, as there was not time for that on Friday since He died just before the 
Sabbath started.  They wondered if there would be enough guards to roll the stone away. 
 
The same morning, two other disciples were walking on the road to Emmaus, and the 
Bible says, “their faces were downcast/gloomy” (Luke 24:17) 
 
When the women arrived at the tomb, they’re surprised/stunned to find the stone rolled 
away, and an angel saying, 

“Jesus has risen.  Don’t look for the living among the dead!  Go tell the disciples.” 
 
They start running back . . . but what will they say?  Is this a trick?   Were they hallucinating? 
 
And those two men walking to Emmaus – Jesus Himself appears to them, has the most 
epic Bible study ever with them on prophesies of His death & resurrection, eats with them.  
Then...poof!...Jesus vanishes. 
 
They start running back . . . but what will they say?  Is this a trick?   Were they hallucinating? 
 
If they were wrong, if this was the greatest hoax ever, it would be beyond embarrassing. 
To raise hopes like this would be soul-destroying to those already dismayed & downcast. 
 
The women arrive back first . . . doubtful & uncertain themselves, first they tell the 
disciples only what was beyond question: 
 The tomb is empty!  Our Lord is not there! 
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Then, maybe to save face / to avoid sounding crazy, they give it their own ‘spin’: 
‘They’ve taken Him out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him!” 

 
The disciples question the women, until they own up, and share the angel’s message –
Jesus is alive!   The disciples response? 

“These words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women.” 
 

If “Fake News” were a phrase back then, they’d of beat Trump to the punchline! 
You see, Jesus’ crucifixion was such a devastating blow, they couldn’t risk getting their 
hopes up, only to be knocked out by sucker punch...a cruel hoax! 
 

If they knew the song by The Who, they’d of sung it:  We Won’t Get Fooled Again! 
AND YET, amidst all this doubt, they came to realise Jesus IS Risen! . . . No foolin’!  
 
This is the good news: 
• NOT ONLY that our sinless Saviour Jesus died for our sins as our substitute! 
 #ThisChangesEverything!   We studied the cross on Good Friday . . .  
   Not only did Jesus die for our sins,   
• BUT ALSO, the closing booked-end to Easter weekend:  #ThisIsNOTtheEnd!   

Jesus conquered the grave . . . conquered death itself! 
  
These two truths together are the gospel, which means, the ‘good news’ of Jesus Christ 
 
In the letter called 1 Corinthians – the same letter we looked at on Good Friday – that 
the apostle Paul wrote to the church in the Greek city of Corinth, but now we look at the 
end of the letter, in chapter 15, Paul is crystal clear:   

I want to make clear, brothers & sisters, the gospel I preached to you . . .  
For I passed on to you as most important what I also received:  

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  
the He was buried,  
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures  (1 Cor 15:1-3) 

 

The Big Question is WHY? 
Why did they who first doubted & ridiculed come to believe Jesus is Risen? 
Not just them, but very swiftly much of the Roman empire, and now much of the world? 
 
This will be answered in chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, plus some other parts of the Bible. 
Our answer will be structured around 4 assertions we must not be fooled about:   

• Don’t Be Fooled:  The Bible was not written by Fools for Fools 
• Don’t Be Fooled:  Jesus Really Died 
• Don’t Be Fooled:  Jesus Is Really Risen 
• Don’t Be Fooled:  Jesus Will Come Again 

 

We don’t have time to answer each of these thoroughly, but each is crucial.   
The ‘take away’ for us from these 4 building points is this:  

 When Jesus comes again, as the JUDGE of the living & the dead, we also will rise! 
 

That’s why our Main Idea is this:   Don’t Be Fooled:  ALL the Dead Will Rise 
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DON’T BE FOOLED:  THE BIBLE WAS NOT WRITTEN BY FOOLS FOR FOOLS! 

I don’t want to wax eloquent about the ‘pedigree’ of some biblical writers, like Doctor 
Luke or the apostle Paul whom Governor Festus described as a man of “great learning”.  
Some Bible writers were highly educated, others were simple fisherman.   
 
But being simple is very different than being gullible, being a fool. 
 
I raise this crucial point because many people think that because the Bible refers to 
miracles & the supernatural, those ancients were gullible & superstitious. 

So the Bible was written by gullible people for gullible people. 
 
Biblically speaking, that view is quite naïve, because a quick read of the biblical text 
blows that theory out of the water.  
 
Doctor Luke wrote to Theophilus, twice. 
First, in Luke’s Gospel account of Jesus’ life:  

“It seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the very first,  
to write to you in an orderly sequence, most honorable Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of these things” (Luke 1:3-4) 

 
In Luke’s “sequel”, the Book of Acts, which we will be starting in a few weeks, he again 
writes Theophilus, 

After Jesus had suffered [crucifixion],  
He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,  
appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 
See these words?  “Careful investigation”, “certainty”, “convincing Proofs”. 

These are words for gullible, superstitious fools! 
 
This is a point Paul himself makes a detailed appeal to, including eye-witnesses:  

“He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  
 and He appeared to Cephas [Simon Peter], then to the Twelve.  
Then he appeared to over 500 brothers and sisters at one time;  most of them are still alive, but 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  
Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time,  He also appeared to me.  
For I am the least of the apostles, not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted  the 
church of God. 

 
Paul himself was a “hostile witness,” not part of the posse of Jesus’ disciples, but a 
persecutor of the church – until the resurrected Christ confronted Paul on the road to 
Damascus . . . and the Christian persecutor became a Christian preacher! 
 

Biblically speaking, the “superstitious fools” view is just naïve.    
Culturally speaking, that view is also naïve.   It’s crucial that I explain why. 
 
Resuscitation is not Resurrection.   
 Resuscitation is restoration 
 Resurrection is glorification  
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Resuscitation is being brought back to life & consciousness, but still being subject to 
decay & death – defibrillators can ‘resuscitate’! 

Jesus ‘resuscitated’ Lazarus, and a few others from death, but they died again. 
People resuscitated are still mortal.} 

 
Resurrection means the grave is conquered – immortality, a body no longer subject to 
decay & death.        A permanent, glorified state . . . so . . .  

Resurrection is not re-animation: resuscitation after an extended cryogenic freeze. 
Resurrection is not reincarnation:  belief in an ongoing cycle of karma. 
Nor is it a sci-fi blend of the 2, like the movie Edge of Tomorrow with its alien-
empowered ‘cycle’ of “Live. Die. Repeat.”, & its own version of  ‘This is not the end’! 

 
No!  Resurrection is a permanent, glorified state . . . a glorified body that’s better, 
awesome . . . Jesus ate food, yet He went through the locked door to the upper room 
where the disciples were, and He vanished after breaking bread. 
 Similarly, the New Testament teaches that all Christians, now “in bondage to decay, 

groan within ourselves, EAGERLY WAITING for the redemption of our bodies!”  (Romans 8:24) 
 
Now here’s the key cultural point:  

Greco-Roman culture believed in the immortality of the soul, NOT bodily resurrection! 
Their philosophy viewed the soul as good, but the body as evil, and so . . .  
They saw the body as a ‘prison for the soul’, & death as ESCAPE from the body! 

          “soma sema, soma sema” (sw ◊ma¿ shma, sw ◊ma¿ shma): The body is a prison [x2] 
 was the ‘chant’ Orpheus would sing while playing his lyre, the cultural belief. 

 
This is why when Paul preached the good news of Jesus crucifixion & resurrection to the 
philosophers in Athens, Luke reports:   

When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some began to RIDICULE Paul” (Acts 17:32) 
 

Greco-Roman culture by & large did NOT believe in bodily resurrection! 
 
JEWS? Some Jews in Jesus’ day (like the Sadducees) also did not believe in resurrection.  
The rest of the Jews who did believe in resurrection, thought it would ONLY happen at 
the end of time, on Judgment Day. 
But none of the Jews believe resurrection would happen before then, that anyone 
could/would walk on earth, in our midst in a resurrected body. 
 
Culturally speaking, Greeks did not believe in bodily resurrection,  

and Jews did not expect it by anyone on earth.   
Jesus’ bodily resurrection here & now was COUNTER-cultural, not gullibly going with the flow! 
 
Don’t Be Fooled:  The Bible was not written by Fools for Fools! 
 

DON’T BE FOOLED:   JESUS REALLY DIED    

Many baseless theories have gone around, claiming Jesus did not really die on the cross. 
   Like the ‘swoon’ theory: Jesus only fainted on the cross & revived in the cool of the tomb! 
The Qur’an, Islam’s holy book, makes such a claim, but with no basis/evidence, and 
written 600 years after the facts. 
 

Jesus really died - the Romans made sure of it.    



 

 

5 

5 

Jesus’ death was conducted by some of the most brutal, well-trained soldiers in history.  
Death was their trade.  
They didn’t make mistakes; they weren’t allowed to or it’d be their own necks on the line. 
 Quite literally!    

So they made doubly-sure crucified people were dead before being taken down. 
 
According to John’s eye-witness account, the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies left 
on the cross. They wanted the whole matter dealt with before the Sabbath day. 
 
And so, they asked for the legs of the criminals to be broken, to make those crucified 
suffocate much faster.   

The recent Christian movie called ‘Risen’ provides a disturbing-but-compelling 
sense of what crucifixion was like, including the death-accelerating leg-breaking.  

  
When the soldiers came to Jesus though, he was already not breathing. 
Rather than the effort to break big leg bones, the soldier pierced him in the chest with a 
spear to make sure her was dead . . . and now He was, for sure! 
 John 19 says “immediately blood and water flowed” 
Meaning Jesus heart was ruptured – coagulated blood had mingled with the watery 
serum in the pericardium (the sac surrounding the heart).  
 
John saw it with his own eyes, and swore that his testimony is true.1 
 
Beaten, then given 39 lashes with sharp metal & bone shards in the whip, then crucified, 
then speared through the heart & lungs . . . sorry:  Jesus was not going anywhere! 
 It’s beyond wishful thinking to think he could of recovered in a cool tomb. 
Air conditioning, an iced coffee and emergency surgery would not have done the job! 
 
Don’t be fooled… Jesus really died!    
  

But it’s not good enough to stop there. 
 

Without His resurrection . . . “So What?!” 
Jesus would been just another guy amongst thousands crucified by the Romans. 

 
DON’T BE FOOLED:  JESUS IS REALLY RISEN    

In the next section – 1 Corinthians 15, verses 12-22 – Paul’s point is simple: 
No resurrection, no salvation! 

The resurrection is an essential part of the good news by which we are saved: 
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”   
and believe in your heart  that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Rom 10:9) 

 
So in verse 12, Paul is challenging not outsiders, but some inside the church in Corinth, 

How can some of you say, “There is no resurrection of the dead”?  
 
The church had a ‘hangover’ – a ‘philosophy hangover’ from their Greco-Roman worldview 
that bodies will not be raised from death.  They needed to ‘sober up’ on gospel truth! 
Paul cuts straight to the chase in verses 16 - 19.  Follow his logic:  
                                       

1 John 19:33-35.   In John’s Gospel, he refers to himself in the 3rd person. 
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‘If the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins . . . . 
If we have put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone. 

 
Pastor Sam Storms applies the message of 1 Corinthians 15 to his life like this:  

Everything I am, everything I own, everything I’ve done or hope to do suspends on whether or 
not Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead.  The decision I made decades ago to put my trust in 
Jesus Christ is only as good as the tomb is empty.  If Jesus did not rise from the dead, my life is 
a SHAM. 

 
Jesus CLAIMED He would die for our sins, but  
There’s only ONE way we can know that the cross does in fact mean   
 C – Christ   

R – Redeemed   
O – Our   
S – Sins 
S – Successfully 
   

Jesus’ Resurrection is what gives a “YES!” the answer that ‘successfully?’ question. 
• Jesus is who He said He is:  the sinless Son of God become man! 
• SO, His sacrifice in our place did what He said it would:  pay for our sins! 

 
Who He is: 

“Jesus Christ our Lord, declared the Son of God with power by His resurrection from the dead.”   
(Rom 1:4) 

What He did: 
“Jesus our Lord – delivered over to death for our sins  

          and raised to life for our justification.” (Romans 4:25, NIV) 

 Justification means “just as if” I never sinned . . . declared innocent by the Judge. 
‘Justification’ is the opposite of ‘condemnation.’ 
 

The cross of Christ is the power to save. 
The resurrection of Christ proves the cross of Christ is the power to save! 
 
So back in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul contrasts the pity of vv.16-19, with the power of v.20, 

But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead! 
 
Can you see how essential the bodily resurrection of Jesus is to Christianity? 
Unlike other religions, built on mere ideas (Hinduism can exist without a historical Krishna) 
Christianity is grounded in historical truth-claims of Jesus, crucified & resurrected. 
 
Jürgen Moltmann, put it so well:   

"Christian faith is RESURRECTION FAITH, or it cannot be Christian faith any longer.” 
 
This is why opponents of Christianity aim their ‘heavy guns’ of attack at the resurrection. 
It’s always been that way, since the original Easter weekend . . . when the Jewish leaders, 
called Pharisees, said to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, 

“Sir, while this deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’  
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So give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may 
come, steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception 
will be worse than the first.”  (Matt 27:63-64) 

And Pilate issues a Roman guard and sealed the tomb. 
 Fisherman disciples would have no chance to overpower a Roman guard. 
 They did not even try.  They were hiding!    No matter. Jesus rolled the stone away! 
 
Many other empty tomb explanations opposing resurrection have been made, & countered. 
 
Do you know what’s the HOTTEST empty tomb explanation for opposing the resurrection? 
 
Coming from Ph.D. academics, mind you, popularised most by Prof. Robert Greg Cavin, 
what does Cavin say . . .  

“is the best explanation for the FACTS of (1) the empty tomb, (2) the appearances of "the risen 
Christ," and (3) the origin of the Christian Way.”  ?? 
 

Is your seat belt buckled?  Okay, here’s his answer:   
“that Jesus had an unknown identical twin who faked the resurrection.”2   !!! 

 
The “TWIN Theory”  argues that Jesus had an identical twin:  

• that nobody in the small town of Bethlehem knew about 
• who was separated at birth and stayed in hiding his whole life 
• who after the crucifixion, somehow stole Jesus’ body from the guarded tomb,  
• then mutilated his own body with nail holes and a chest hole, and 
• went public pretending to be Jesus resurrected risking the same fate of execution!  

 
That’s what you call ‘grasping at straws’! 
 
Christians do understand the resurrection is an astounding claim, requiring evidence. 

But please consider this:  
In Jerusalem of Judea – a backwater province in the Roman Empire – this guy Jesus is 
crucified in the year 33 AD.  By the 60s, within 1 generation Christians were so numerous 
throughout the Roman Empire, that Nero could use Christians as ‘scapegoats’ to blame 
for burning of ROME!   You cannot blame ‘unknowns’!  It does not work. 
 Christians were everywhere! 
The very opposite of early Islam, which spread largely by the sword:  ‘Convert or Die!’  
instead Christianity spread rapidly despite Christians being persecuted: ‘Convert and Die!’ 
There was enormous risk to life & financial cost in following Jesus!   
 
By all historical standards, the growth of this movement was EXPLOSIVE, record-setting. 
This evidence: 

• Eye-witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection 
• Holding deep convictions about the reality of Jesus’ resurrection, 
• in genuinely transformed lives 
• at the cost the persecution & poverty many new Christians faced . . . 

Jesus’ resurrection gives a solid ground for the explosive but costly growth of Christianity. 
They’d not of ventured their lives or their livelihood on a lie, nor a mere ‘hope’ He rose. 

Don’t Be Fooled:  Jesus is Really Resurrected! 
                                       

2 Cavin’s response, in an open letter:  http://www.theism.net/authors/zjordan/emailbag_files/cavnmail.htm 
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Maybe you still have legitimate questions . . . come take the one-session course: 
 “So What about Jesus” and ask the tough questions.   Lunch is included. 
 The Bible, and Paul in our passage today, invites historical evaluation. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus was ‘the day death died’, better was conquered . . .   
a foretaste of the resurrection that is to come at the end.    
 
So what does it mean for us . . . now and then? 
 
The difference NOW . . .  
For Christians, it means our HOPE is GLORIOUS!     
 
Because of Jesus’ Resurrection, Christians have nothing to fear in death! 
Everyone here is dying.  Perhaps you’ve reason to believe your death will come soon. 
 

Anticipating Heaven does not eliminate pain, but puts it in perspective. 
Meditating on Heaven, and the eternal weight of glory, is a great “pain reliever”!: 
Paul, who suffered MUCH for the gospel, including being martyred for Jesus, wrote, 

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the GLORY that 
is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18) 
 

This is why Scripture calls Christians NOT to grieve like rest of the world, b/c we have HOPE! 
This is why the famous preacher Dwight L. Moody could say (on his deathbed), 

“Soon you will read in the newspaper that I am dead. 
 Don’t believe it for a moment!  I will be more alive than ever before!” 

 
The Grave is a HOTEL, not a home ! 
Were just passing through here, and telling others the way to get to the Home of 
Righteousness!   
 
But really, everyone should be pitied, if Christ has not been raised,  
Because if Christ has NOT been raised . . .  

there is no meaning, no purpose for ANYONE. 
No ultimate justice; no final righting of wrongs. 
No HOPE, no reward, and ALL our labour is in vain. 

 
Honest and clear thinking atheists admit this openly . . . like Bertrand Russell:  

“All the inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius is destined to extinction in the 
vast death of the solar system.      The whole temple of Man’s achievement must inevitably be 
buried beneath the débris of a universe in ruins.” 
 

Here’s a similar inspirational “pick me up” from famous atheist philosopher Albert Camus: 
“The literal meaning of life is:  whatever you’re doing that prevents you from killing yourself.” 

 
You won’t see that on many coffee mugs! 
Do you see the difference Jesus’ resurrection makes to the world NOW? 
 
 . . . .What about THEN?   

DON’T BE FOOLED:   JESUS WILL COME AGAIN!   
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When He return, He will not be coming to save, as He did in His 1st coming. 
He will be coming to right every wrong, coming to Judge:     

“God has fixed a day on which He will JUDGE the world in righteousness by Jesus, whom He has 
appointed, giving PROOF of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”  (Acts 17:32) 

 
There's no way to be neutral about Jesus . . . about His cross or His empty tomb. 
Jesus said this:  “you are either with Me or against Me.” 
 Notice, not just a “Fan” (for Me), but a “Follower” (with Me). 
 
When Jesus comes again, as the judge of the living & the dead, we also will rise! 

I saw a great white throne and one seated on it.  
Earth and heaven fled from His presence,  
I also saw the all dead, the great & small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.   
The second death has no power over those who names are written in the Lamb’s book of life! 

 
Jesus – the sacrificial Lamb – slain for us on the cross and raised to life. 
      
IF you think you’ve done too much wrong, that you’re beyond hope, beyond forgiveness, 
beyond redemption . . . think again! 
 
While Jesus was on trial, Peter denied Jesus, not once, 3 times! – publically, despicably 
 But Peter was broken & repentant. 
So when Jesus, in His resurrection glory, met Peter who was shaking in his boots, 
Jesus embraced Peter, showing us all we have hope, we can repent & turn to Christ! 
 
Jesus death & resurrection were necessary because we are all like Peter... 

If God asked us to meet Him where he is, we’d all be damned!3 
Grace is God meeting us where we are, and loving us too much to leave us there.  
In amazing condescending grace, God comes to us in our fear.   
He meets us in our doubt.  He pursues us when we wander. 

 
PLEA TO NOT–YET–CHRISTIANS 

Many a tombstone have a variation of this EPITAPH:    
“Pause, stranger, when you pass me by. 
 For as you are, so once was I. 
As I am now, so you will be. 
Prepare for death, and follow me. 

Try as we might to distract ourselves in many ways, nonetheless one day, 
You are going to attend your OWN funeral! 

 
The words of that epitaph are wise words, but NOT WISE ENOUGH. 
A later passer-by scratched this addition onto one of these tombstones: 

“To follow you I’m not content, 
 Until I know which way you went!” 

 
There are only 2 destinations:  Heaven & Hell. 

                                       
3 Paul Tripp, New Morning Mercies, October 24th. 
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A recent poll from the Los Angeles Times indicates that,  
for every 1 person who believes he’s going to Hell,  
there are 120 who believe they’re going to Heaven!4 

Our SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS is blinding! 
 
There are only 2 ways to live: 

The way of Christ or our own way.  Trusting in Jesus, or trusting in ourselves. 
Those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 
As with any gift, Jesus and His forgiveness and eternal life can be OFFERED,  

     but it’s not ours until we RECEIVE it . . .  
“if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord  
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”5  
 

Have you confessed you sins? Asked Christ to forgive you?  
Placed your trust in His death and resurrection?  

Asking the Lord Jesus to be your King, empowering you to follow Him in newness of life. 
Jesus Himself pleads with you,  

“What does it profit a man to gain the world, yet forfeit his soul?” (Mk 8:36) 
 
To ALL here, I close with this encouragement from Tommaso Campanella, an Italian 
theologian, philosopher and poet from 400 years ago, during the Renaissance, a time of 
artistic resurgence.   
This was his ‘plea’ to the many religious painters of his day: 

Why do you keep filling gallery after gallery with endless pictures of one ever-reiterated theme:  
Christ in weakness, Christ upon the cross, Christ dying, most of all Christ hanging dead?   
 

Given the central importance of the cross to the Christian faith, as we saw on Good Friday, 
we might think this an odd question for a theologian to ask. 
 

After all, the Cross is where God’s Love & Justice meet. 
 Justice cannot ignore sin.  Wrongs must be made right. That’s what judges do. 
 Yet, in love, God ALSO provides the payment for sin:  Himself!    
 
But Tomasso is simply saying Jesus work on the cross finds its powerful affirmation, 
vindication by His resurrection.    So Tomasso continues, 

Why do you concentrate upon that passing episode, as if that were the last word & final scene, 
as if the curtain dropped upon the horror of disaster and defeat?  Paint Christ RISEN!   
With His foot set in scorn on the split rock with which they sought to hold Him down!  Paint Him 
the Conqueror of death!  Paint Him the Lord of Life!  Paint Him as what He is – the irresistible 
Victor, tested to the uttermost, has proven Himself in very deed MIGHTY TO SAVE!” 

 

 

CLOSING SONG:     “HOW DO WE KNOW WE’VE BEEN FORGIVEN?...YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED!” 

                                       
4 K. Connie Kang, “Next Stop, the Pearly Gates . . . or Hell?”, L.A. Times, 24 Oct 2003. 
5 Romans 10:9. 


