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With five rivers, 260km of navigable waterways, more 
than 750 hectares of lakes and dams as well as landside 
assets, the Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) has 
a vital role to play in planning, managing and protecting 
the Gold Coast’s iconic waterways.  

Boating registrations in the region are growing at more 
than twice the State-wide growth rate. Against this 
growth, the responsibility for ensuring the Gold Coast’s 
waterways remain something that residents can use, 
understand, protect, respect, enhance and enjoy is 
crucial.  

Now five years since its establishment, GCWA focused 
in the past year on tackling even more of the planning 
and management challenges associated with protecting 
this precious asset for present and future generations 
of Queenslanders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last year has been an exciting one as we’ve worked hard to 

secure the future of the Gold Coast’s waterways. 
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One of the hallmarks of GCWA is to set priorities 
locally and we have talked with a wide cross-section 
of the community interests – boaties, divers, 
waterskiers, jetskiers, residents and visitors – to 
shape our priorities.  

More than 1000 residents offered their views at 
“Meet the Board” sessions held over the past 12 
months at the Southport Yacht Club, The Boardwalk 
Tavern, Currumbin RSL, Hollywell Yacht Club, 
Burleigh Golf Club and Burleigh SLSC Mowbray 
Park.  

Issues raised by community members have covered 
a range of topics including:  

 concerns about speed and behaviour  

 access to channels throughout the Gold Coast  

 increase in buoy mooring areas  

 upgrades to boating facilities  

 management of trust land including Doug Jennings 
Park. 

Engaging with the 
community  

Met with over 1,000 stakeholders across 6 sessions throughout the year  
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  Responding to 
expectations  

 

GCWA has worked hard to address community concerns and 
expectations.  

In the past year, we have:  

 delivered more than $5.5 million in dredging projects to 
ensure safe navigation of channels  

 invested more than $3.3 million in projects to improve access 
to the waterways  

 enhanced our land-based assets in Doug Jennings Park by 
upgrading facilities for the community while ensuring 
disciplined management of the park by outlawing illegal 
camping  

 staged “Gold Coast 2017 and Beyond”, an inaugural 
symposium bringing community and international attention to 
the importance of ensuring the resilience of our waterways  

 continued to consult the community on our key waterways 
management strategies for buoy mooring as well as speed 
limits. 

Implemented the Doug Jennings Park Management Strategy  
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Our focus is on responding to two critical priorities shaping the 

future of our waterways – congestion and resilience. 

The Gold Coast of the future is facing severe congestion, 
transport and planning issues as a result of the forecast 
doubling of the population to 1 million people by 2050 as well 
as staggering growth in watercraft ownership and registrations.  

At the same time, Gold Coast waterways are particularly 
vulnerable to the effects of climate change such as storm surge 
and sea level rise, given their vast scale and proximity of 
development to the water.  

We need to prepare now for these future impacts.  

We are committed to protecting the fundamental value 
waterways provide to Gold Coast residents, visitors and 
Queensland; addressing the shared challenges and designing 
solutions to ensure they remain as iconic places of infinite 
beauty and opportunity. 

28,000 recreational boats with registrations 
forecast to reach 33,000 by 2020 

40% increase in Jet Ski registrations over the 
past four years 

Our draft Resilience Plan identifies three key 
focus areas; 

1. Resilient waterways 
2. Enhanced social values 
3. Economic growth 
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Project Completed Investment 

Moondarewa Spit Rehabilitation September 2016 $1,135,000 

Surfers Paradise Riverside – Stepped Edge 
Treatment 

December 2016 $1,880,000 

Canal Investigation Project November 2016 $340,000 

Socio Economic Uses and Economic Value Study 
of Gold Coast waterways 

June 2017 $90,000 

Dredging Projects:   

Cabbage Tree Point December 2016 $625,000 

South Channel & South Wavebreak 
Island Channel Dredging and Beach 
Nourishment 

December 2016 $830,000 

Jacobs Well (Main Channel North) November 2016 $1,210,000 

Biggera Creek October 2016 $570,000 

Tipplers Passage August 2016 $1,850,000 

Main Channel South and Coomera River 
North Branch 

August 2016 $500,000 

Operational achievements 

for 2016-17 

Significant projects 

completed in 2016-17 

 Approximately 510,000m3 of sand moved through the Sand 
Bypass System, maintaining safe navigational access to the 
Gold Coast Seaway, Broadwater and waterways beyond 

 Extensive community consultation on new Buoy Mooring 
Strategy 

 A new Speed and Behaviour Management Strategy was 
widely consulted on with key stakeholders and the Gold Coast 
community and an Implementation Plan is in the final stages 
of development.  

 Upgrades of marine signage in areas of the Coomera River 
and for boat ramps in the Broadwater 

 Enhancement of the permit system for events in Doug 
Jennings Park to complement adoption of the new model by-
law 

 Enhancement of compliance program for managing 
contraventions of anchoring restrictions 
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We’re looking forward to 
continuing to secure the future of 

the waterways in 2018 and beyond 
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40-44 Seaworld Drive, Main Beach, Qld 4217 
P | 07 5539 7350 

W | www.gcwa.qld.gov.au 
E | mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au 
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