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Indecision on your major
can bring new opportunities
to the table
Why the liberal arts education at the University of Pennsylvania
is perfect for Chris
Early decision University of Pennsylvania admit
Chris has received two major pieces of news to
celebrate in recent months.
The first, of course, was his admission to the Ivy
League’s University of Pennsylvania, where this
year the acceptance rate dropped to an all-time
low of 7.4%. The second was his post-admission
news that he had been accepted into UPenn’s
prestigious Benjamin Franklin Scholars
program.
BFS students, who are identified as ‘nonspecialists’, represent a ‘vibrant community
of students at UPenn who share a passion for
broad intellectual exploration’.
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These students not only undertake challenging
classes which promote independent thinking,
stimulate research and encourage curiosity
outside the box, but they also live together in
shared housing at UPenn’s Hills College House.
Chris’ selection into the coveted program is a
tribute to his broad academic interests and the
hard work he put into his UPenn application
with the help of his Crimson team of dedicated
tutors and mentors. It is also indicative of his
natural sense of curiosity and to a degree, his
inability to, at least at this stage, narrow down
his choice of major.
Here’s a summary of Chris’ journey to UPenn
and how Crimson supported him in building
the best US application possible.

Chris’ Journey

Extracurriculars
When Chris was in eighth grade, he went on
a school-organized trip to NASA - the added
bonus being campus visits to universities such
as Stanford, USC, and UCLA. Stanford - with its
breathtaking campus, world class academics
and rich cultural presence - particularly stood
out to Chris, and on his return home, he started
asking ‘what do I need to do to get into a
globally competitive university?’
One of the first things Chris understood was
how important extracurriculars are to the
application process. Chris had started rowing
at 13, which taught him a lot about the
importance of dedication, persistence and
teamwork. He admits that at times it was hard
to keep up the pre-dawn training routine but
that it was a valuable activity that kept him
busy and focused.
“We would probably row 27 hours a week when
in season. And then in an off week, I'd say about
20. It was a massive part of my life.”

Beyond rowing, Chris pursued music, playing
pipes and drums in his school band, while
also spending his after school hours tutoring
students in his school’s indigenous program.
“I started doing as much community service as
I could. I knew getting into a school like UPenn
was going to be tough. I made sure I opened
opportunities earlier rather than closing them.”
Chris credits the support of his parents and
Crimson team as key to his eventual
admission success.
“I couldn’t have managed it all without my
parents’ support,” says Chris. “The rowing, the
four hour music rehearsals, the after school
tutoring... my parents were always there for me
and kept me going.
“As for my Crimson team, they were like a
second family and I am just so grateful for the
support I got on all fronts.”

“The liberal arts
education allows
you to experiment
academically - which
is perfect for me because
I’m not really sure what
I want to do in my
life as yet.”
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A Q&A with Janine,
mother to recent
UPenn admit, Chris
With her 18-year-old son Chris ready to pack his
bags to one of the best universities in the world - the
Ivy League’s University of Pennsylvania - his proud
mother Janine looks back to a time when she, at 18,
left her home to study in residence at Cape Town
University in South Africa.
She recalls the formative value of the experience of
living away from home, so while as parents, she and
her husband John will miss Chris tremendously, they
are also incredibly excited at the world of
opportunity that awaits him.
Like many other parents, Janine says she experienced
the ups and downs of uncertainty with Chris, but
also says the moment of revelation when all of her
son’s work came together with such an extraordinary
result will remain a moment they will
never forget.
In the below Q&A, Janine gives us some insights as
to the journey their family took together - with Chris’
Crimson team - and how as parents she and John
are honored to have helped support Chris in his
determination to reach his Ivy League goal.

q:
a:

q:
a:

When did you first know that Chris was
interested in studying at a highly
competitive university?
Christopher went on a school tour when he was
13. Part of the trip included tours of Stanford
and UCLA. He texted me from Stanford and
said “I have to come and study at a university
like this. To get in, I have to have really good
grades, keep rowing and do Pipes and Drums
and school.” (The Pipes and Drums were one of
Chris’ major extracurriculars!)

How did you get educated about studying at
a university like UPenn?
There were a few resources available to us
through school and Christopher started
researching where he wanted to study and
preparing for the ACT. We even got as far as
setting up a Common Application for him, and
thought we had a fair idea of what we needed
to do.

2x

This round, Crimson students
set a new annual record with
60+ admissions into the Ivy
League, at over 2 times the
global population average.
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q:
a:

When did you go to see Crimson and how did
they help explain what was involved - despite
it feeling somewhat overwhelming - and help
you set a plan moving forward?
Because we knew getting into an Ivy was
particularly hard, John decided to have a chat
with Crimson and see what they had to offer.
I would have to admit that I thought I knew
what we had to do and that we could manage
it on our own. When John and Christopher
returned from their meeting, they were both
in agreement that we absolutely needed
Crimson’s guidance. Signing up was a huge
relief, as immediately Crimson took things in
hand and set up a plan with timelines for us.
We had regular weekly meetings at first to plan
our strategy and it was just sensational to have
the million questions that came up each day
answered within minutes from someone with
real authority.
A huge factor in the relationship for us was
trust, as every person we dealt with at Crimson
was top of their class and we completely
trusted that we were in the hands of
extraordinary guides. This was really important
considering that we knew so little about where
we were going and how to get there. Also
because to an extent, the results will determine
your child’s future, you need to have complete
faith in the team who are guiding you. With
Crimson, we felt the comforting presence of
absolute excellence.

q:
a:

Once on the journey, how did you support
Chris as he was tackling his final year in
school and his college applications?
Christopher was fortunate in that he had
finished some of his courses early, so he was
able to distribute his studies across a longer
period of time. Our job was to manage the
admin of the Common App and free him up
to focus on his essay writing. We had endless
conversations and debates about the merits of
various universities.

4x

At the University of
Pennsylvania, Crimson
students were 4 times more
likely to gain admission
than the global
population average.

9

q:
a:

How do you think Crimson helped
throughout this process?
Firstly, there is an overwhelming number of
universities to consider, and we hadn’t been
able to visit any of them besides the two
Christopher had been to. Looking at their
websites and doing visual tours gives you some
idea of what is on offer, but not of the true
campus buzz. Crimson tutors were able to give
Christopher first hand knowledge of what kind
of social leaning and academic specialty the
various universities had, that was very helpful.
The quirky things that were important to
Christopher in his choice of university weren’t
part of any mission statements, but Crimson
knew the ins and outs and were able to satisfy
his curiosity.
Secondly, I think the essays were definitely the
hardest (and perhaps most important part
of the application. They were something we’d
come quite unstuck on. Christopher’s mentor
was phenomenal and deserves a Nobel Prize
for patience. He explained to Christopher that
if he were to disclose something about himself
in his essay, he had to know himself and his
character traits first. So they embarked on
personality tests that got Christopher talking,
and slowly his mentor managed to prise some
of his inner workings out of him - nothing
short of a miraculous feat with teenage boys
- even chatty ones like Christopher. What
at first had felt like tooth extraction, quickly
transformed and once Christopher’s mentor
helped him realize that he in fact had a story,
his enthusiasm and ideas were quick flowing.
By the end of a long process of submission and
review, Christopher was so proud of his story,
even though what he had ended up writing
about was a very far cry from his early ideas.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the trust
factor facilitated an atmosphere of great moral
support, because we knew that if we listened
to Crimson’s mentors, we would see the best
results we could get.

Oxbridge vs. The Ivy League:
Which is right for you?
It seems like the perfect conundrum: study law at Oxford, accept an offer
from Harvard, or go to UPenn.
Accomplished student Lina admits this is a wonderful
problem to have. She has, like many of Crimson’s
students, juggled a very busy final two years at
school while preparing to apply to some of the best
universities in the world. Her journey was not that
different from many bright students who set their
sights on studying at a top school.

+ 25%

Approximately 50% of the students
Crimson assisted with their
applications to Oxford or Cambridge
gained acceptance - this is nearly 25%
higher than the global
population average.

Lina’s Journey
Lina first got a sense of what it would be like to study
in the UK when her school offered some alternative
UK created courses, and it was these new academic
options that started her thinking.
“At my school, they offered some Cambridge courses
and that got me interested in the possibility of
studying at a top university."
Lina explains that the key to this initial interest in
considering a global approach to university study
was the support of her parents and teachers.
“I was very lucky in that my parents were fully
supportive of me wanting to apply to universities in
other countries. Making these decisions requires you
to sit down with your parents and make a long term
game plan. So that’s what we did.”
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Extracurriculars
When asked what extracurriculars Lina added
to her application profile, she explained she had
always been a student who ‘tried everything’.
“I was very lucky in that I went to a school which
encouraged their students to engage in all types of
extracurriculars. Trying everything was somewhat
normal at my school. I did music, sports, public
speaking, that kind of thing, so when it came to the
point where I was looking at my extracurriculars in
regards to my application to college, I realized that
I already had a really strong foundation.”
Looking back at her ninth grade self, when Lina was
‘trying everything’, she says that ironically she was
probably even busier than she was in her final year
of high school. But she sees this as an important
time in her life where she was lucky enough to
build that side of herself that complimented her
academic performance - a part that became so
important in her university applications.
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“Oh wow,” she says when looking back on her ninth
grade self. “I was definitely more relaxed in general.
I was actually busier, because I was engaging with
all these extracurricular opportunities and at the
time I was trying to do as much as possible. I was
juggling all these different kinds of activities and
commitments - some of which I obviously had to
drop in my senior year - but they all helped shape
who I was, which was reflected in my
eventual applications.”

4x
Students who joined Crimson 2 years
prior to the university application
deadline were almost 4 times more likely
to gain admission into the Ivy League
than the general population applicant

How Crimson
Helped Lina
US & UK Application
Support

Essay Mentoring
and Moral Support

Lina was assisted by her Crimson tutors
and mentors in applications to both the US
and UK. Undecided as to which education
system would suit her best, she pursued
both educational opportunities with
great success.

Like many students, Lina says she found
the Common App personal essay the most
difficult part of the application to tackle.

Lina was accepted to study or ‘read’ Law
at the University of Oxford - but she was
also gifted with further UK choice when
she gained acceptance to two other UK
universities - Durham University in North
East England and the University of Warwick
located on the outskirts of Coventry.
Durham has a worldwide reputation for its
Geography and Archeology departments
while Warwick is known for its reputation
as one of the best research universities in
the UK.
Lina’s acceptance into Harvard coincided
with her acceptance into the University of
Pennsylvania. UPenn has a strong focus
on interdisciplinary learning and research,
offering double degree programs, unique
majors and academic flexibility.
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“Oh yeah, that was hard,” she laughed. “It was
a challenge. I’m just not really comfortable
with writing about myself!
“When I first started writing I was very
nervous about my ideas. I wasn’t sure if
anything was interesting or good enough.
So in the beginning, it was all very messy as I
hopped around from topic to topic without
any real focus. But my Crimson essay mentor,
Emily, gave me confidence and made me
see how the essay could actually be a very
enjoyable piece to write.
She was so supportive. She made me realize
it was okay to be creative, that I could have
fun with it and not approach it like I would
an assignment at school.”
So what did Lina learn from her personal
statement writing experience?
“I learned that it doesn’t have to be about
some big, all important issue - that is can be
about something very small but meaningful.
That it’s about taking a small experience and
showing how it shaped you. That’s what Emily
helped me with. She was amazing.”

Explore your university
opportunities in the
United Kingdom
How Sarah turned her dream of studying at
a top UK university into a reality

SARAH’S JOURNEY
Sarah is ready to embark on her journey to
study neuroscience at St Andrews - the third
oldest university in the UK (St Andrews was
founded in 1413, following Cambridge - 1209
and Oxford - 1096) - and still cannot believe
she has been accepted into a UK top 25 and
world top 100 university.

her interest in these areas via St Andrews’
flexible academic program.

“I’ve always loved to travel, and that’s probably
why I knew that I’d seek out an international
university education. But being admitted
to St Andrews really is a dream come
true. Beyond its incredible history and big
international student body, St Andrews stood
out because they offer an incredibly flexible
degree structure.”

Sarah recalls the moment her St Andrews
notification came in, and the reaction from her
somewhat nervous but supportive family.

Sarah explains that while she will go to St
Andrews as a neuroscience student, she is
also passionate about human rights and
international relations and intends to indulge
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“St Andrews’ degree structure doesn’t limit you
to your original choice, and you can change it
easily over the first two years. This really is the
perfect fit for me.”

“There were a lot of tears, but they were all
happy ones!” she smiles. “My family is so proud
of me - and I think somewhat in shock that I
am moving half-way across the world.”

“St Andrews stood out
because they offer
an incredibly flexible
degree structure.”
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Make your dream possible with

Crimson Education
Crimson Education is an education
consulting company that helps students
around the world get into their best-fit
universities by creating personalized teams
comprised of top tutors, mentors, and
admissions experts.

Our one-on-one sessions ensure
that Crimson students get the
support they need to stand out in
today’s highly competitive college
admissions race.

Our Services
Crimson’s bespoke services help you to achieve your educational aims.

Admissions
Consulting

Career
Mentoring

Standardized
Test Tutoring

Extracurricular
Support & Leadership

Merit & Need-Based
Scholarships

Sports
Recruitment

Our Student Results

219

Offers to the
Ivy league

39

93

Offers to Oxford
and Cambridge

1100+

Offers to US Top
50 universities

$68M

Secured in Financial Aid
& Scholarships (USD)

Why Crimson?
Our Network

2400+

2,400 expert tutors,
mentors, and strategists
located around the world.

The Crimson Team includes
alumni from top 25 US &
UK universities in over 20
offices around the world.

Our elite board of
advisors and sponsors
include prestigious
influencers at the top 
of their chosen industry.

Our Methodology
One-On-One Mentoring

We provide our students with
personalized, one-on-one
programs, with the best tutors
and mentors from around the
world. Our advice is tailored for
each individual student!

Roadmaps

Resources

Video Based

Personality Test

Each student will receive a
fully-personalized program
with a roadmap that outlines
every detail of the college
admission process.

We believe in giving students
and parents around the world
access to vital information. We
have the largest YouTube channel
of any educational company that
depicts college life and answers
all of your big questions!

Our Technology
Crimson App

Each Crimson student is
onboarded to our mobile & web
app, where students can book
sessions and view their tailored
timetable of customized tasks.

Crimson students are able to
connect anywhere in the world
with their team through our
video-based mentoring.

We utilize psychometrics to pair
each student with a team that
is optimized to their interests
and learning style! Our test was
developed through world-leading
data science.
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Reimagine What's Possible

www.crimsoneducation.org
/crimsoneducation

/crimsoneducation.org

/crimsoneducation

