PROSPECTUS

Welcome from the Head of the School
– Mrs Terrie Jones
Educational excellence matters at St Michael’s.
Each student’s holistic development
is our central concern. We prepare young
people to flourish in the contemporary
context, and enable them to build the skills
and develop the personal qualities that will
serve them throughout their lives. St Michael’s
staff is committed to exercising and extending
each student’s capacity for critical thinking,
autonomous learning, problem-solving
and collaboration.
We value creativity while fostering openmindedness, curiosity and exploration.
St Michael’s students ‘learn how to learn’,
continually applying their expanding knowledge
across a range of settings and contexts. Our
inner-city St Kilda location provides our
students with access to a host of academic
and community learning experiences, as
well as the opportunity to showcase their
work in the Performing and Creative Arts in
a range of prestigious professional venues.
Our innovative and rigorous academic
programs motivate students to seek out
new opportunities and ways of learning,

which are complemented through immersive
out-of-class practical explorations. These
include extensive engagement with the
natural and built environments of Melbourne
and greater Victoria. Students also benefit
from opportunities to form international
connections.
The rich and diverse curriculum and cocurricular programs challenge students while
enabling them to reflect on their individual
growth. Combining timely, explicit feedback
and assessment with innovative teaching
practice, we encourage students to develop
their identity as learners and work alongside
them to pave their way to the destinations they
wish to embrace beyond school.
St Michael’s has a well-deserved reputation
for fostering students’ wellbeing. A focus
on relationships and trust forms part of the
School’s core values of ‘DR CC’ – Dignity,
Respect, Care and Compassion. These values
are enacted daily through positive and
respectful relationships between students, staff
and parents.

We hold high expectations of all those
connected with St Michael’s. We have detailed
expectations of behaviour and learning,
consistently encouraging our students to
consider their actions in light of the potential
impact on themselves and others. Engaging
with and respecting a diverse range of
perspectives is a central principle of our
inclusive community and a vital component of
our teaching and learning focus.
We view children and young adults as highly
curious and creative, ready for a life filled
with the joys and challenges of learning. Our
welcoming and supportive environment
enables each student to develop a strong sense
of their gifts and to distil a purpose that will
imbue their life with meaning.
Students completing their education at
St Michael’s leave the School equipped with
the confidence and clarity of purpose to make
the most of the world’s opportunities.
I invite you to join our community.
Mrs Terrie Jones
Head of the School
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Flourishing as
a K-12 School

“VCE can be a
challenging time, however, there
are strategies that I believe helped to
minimise stress throughout the year. A big
misconception is that you must study for hours
every day to achieve good results. I found focusing
on quality over quantity of study time; free from social
media and other distractions, helped me achieve my
score of 99.60. Nobody else shares your goals so try and
be the best you can be and let the rankings take care of
themselves. Most importantly, have no regrets and
make your year the most memorable one yet!”
Ben Richards,
OM 2016 and
Dux of the School

We value, embrace and celebrate difference.
We have evolved our approach to teaching, learning and caring for the 21st
century, building on our strengths as a Kindergarten to Year 12 (K–12) school.
We offer students greater support, detailed guidance, and increased diversity
of opportunities.
St Michael’s students experience excitement, challenge and increasing
confidence, with ample opportunity to consolidate skills and learning before
progressing to the next stage of their educational journey.
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Benefits of coeducation
The identity of St Michael’s as a coeducational
school underpins our firm belief in diversity.
Learning together as equals, girls and boys
develop a shared appreciation and acceptance
of each other. St Michael’s students encounter
a range of approaches to learning, personalities
and perspectives. This prompts a greater
acceptance of individuality, complemented by
an inclusive culture across all areas of school life.
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Academic excellence
We strive for excellence in all learning areas,
providing students with clear expectations and
skilled instruction while inspiring their curiosity,
motivation and self-confidence.
St Michael’s students have ample opportunities
to apply their learning. Regular detailed
feedback encourages them to continue
challenging themselves.
While grades remain important, academic
achievement represents much more, including
the ability to perform, accomplish, self-regulate
and work productively with others.
We offer a broad selection of subjects in the
VCE years to meet individual preferences and
interests, and a comprehensive program of
study skills and activities to prepare students
for tertiary studies. By encountering challenges,
students develop resilience – an essential life
skill for their final years of education.
The students’ academic and personal qualities
are nurtured by dedicated staff members, who
are deeply invested in their educational success.
The strong academic focus at St Michael’s
yields impressive results. Students graduate
with a clear understanding of their capabilities,
an awareness of their potential, and an ability
to realise their ambitions. We are proud
of their exceptional VCE results – placing
many in the state’s top tier of academic
achievement – and their successful entry into
chosen courses offered by Australian and
international universities.
We believe that intellectual diversity builds
self-confidence, perseverance and leadership
abilities.
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Extensive choice
From the early years, a St Michael’s education
provides choice, breadth and depth. In
Kindergarten our learning is inquiry-driven,
with a commitment to the values of the Reggio
Emilia Educational Project. Our educators
observe, listen and research alongside the
children, encouraging them to wonder and
pose questions with many opportunities
for critical, analytical, creative and reflective
thinking.
Students in Preparatory to Year 6 research and
evaluate their learning within the context of
a rich Transdisciplinary Learning framework.
This includes a focus on core English and
Mathematics skills, as well as Science, History,
Geography, Health and Learning Technologies.
Our diverse and challenging junior years
curriculum also includes Sacred Stories, Visual
and Performing Arts, Physical Education,
Literature and Research Skills, French, Japanese,
Wellbeing and Outdoor Education. Learning
incorporates advanced digital technologies,
fully integrated into classrooms across multiple
platforms.
The range of choices broadens further in
Years 7 and 8, with a selection of English,
Mathematics, Science, Technology, Humanities,
Visual Arts and Design, Performing Arts, Health
and Physical Education, Body, Mind and Spirit
(BMS) and Languages.
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Three languages are offered – Japanese and
French (from Year 1) and Italian (from Year 7).
The School’s interactive Languages program is
directed towards the central goal of effective
language learning, supporting students’ path
to fluency.
Electives are introduced in Year 8 and expand
in Year 10, where students select a major
proportion of their academic program.
Subject choices increase significantly during
this crucial year.
The St Michael’s VCE program features
a comprehensive range of more than 40
subjects, including all major Sciences (Physics,
Chemistry, Biology and Psychology) and the
full complement of Humanities (Accounting,
Business Management, Economics, Geography,
History, Legal Studies and Global Politics).

“At St Michael’s, we
believe that nothing prepares
students for real life like the real world,
and that tackling new challenges early on
in life make them stronger and more resilient.
Life is full of obstacles – knees will get grazed,
egos bruised, and sometimes it will all feel like
too much. It’s not about being too strong
to fall; it’s about being tough enough
to get back up.”

Many ways to engage

Thriving in nature

The guiding principle of diversity is applied
to all aspects of learning, within and outside
the classroom. Students participate in a broad
range of learning activities, extending their
capabilities while developing their resilience,
strength and optimism.
Students seeking to expand their passions and
interests can choose from a wealth of options.
In the student-run Science Club, COSMOS,
students organise and conduct sophisticated
Physics and Chemistry experiments. Those
craving further intellectual challenges can join
the Chess Club, which engages students in
strategic thinking. Members of Makerspace
create, learn and communicate their learning
through manipulating physical objects and
logic. Other opportunities include the Art Club
and the Humanities Club, offering students the
chance to expand their knowledge with likeminded students.

Australia’s beautiful natural environment
plays a key role in a St Michael’s education.
Incorporating our country’s rugged landscape
into the learning process, the Outdoor
Education Program has been central to
the School’s educational journey for more
than three decades. In sequential ‘Exodus’
adventures, held at spectacular Victorian
locations from Year 3 onward, students
master outdoor skills, learn to lead others with
confidence, and build mutual trust.
A defining experience of the Outdoor
Education Program takes place in Year 10, when
students refine their survival skills by spending
24 hours solo in a Victorian national park. An
option for Year 11 students is to hike and raft
from Australia’s highest peak to the sea on the
epic 20-day ‘Kosi to the Coast’ expedition.

Ms Emily Greco,
Director of Outdoor
Education
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“The extracurricular
program sparked my interest
in sport – I focused on Soccer and
captained the Table Tennis team. I also
went abseiling for the first time in Year 7. After
graduating, I did a year of Veterinary Science at
the University of Melbourne, and transferred to
Medicine in my second year. I was fortunate enough
to go to Oxford, where I spent a year researching
infectious diseases.”
Ouli Xie,
OM 2005 and
scholarship
recipient

Sporting strengths
Sport is a highly valued co-curricular activity
at St Michael’s. In Kindergarten, students
participate in a carefully planned Motor
Development program. Starting in Preparatory,
students begin a sequential Physical Education
program, learning the fundamental skills
underpinning a range of sports, including
hockey, netball, cricket, softball, tennis, AFL,
sofcrosse, basketball, soccer and volleyball.
Our teams are organised, skilled and
enthusiastic participants in the Coeducational
Independent Primary Schools Sports
Association (CIPSSA) and the Association of
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Coeducational Schools (ACS) competitions.
Students can also pursue non-competitive
recreational sports, including volleyball, table
tennis, water polo and ultimate frisbee in the
junior years; and Pilates, boxercise and running
in Years 10–12.
Our Physical Education staff and specialised
sport coaches extend all students through
specialist coaching and representation in
carnivals and competitions. They emphasise
positive experiences, leading students of all
skill levels towards further participation in
physical activity.

There are many occasions to enjoy our
comprehensive House Sport program, with
parents encouraged to attend events and
offer their support. Events, including House
Swimming, House Cross Country, House
Athletics and House Aerobics, provide a chance
for all students to celebrate activity through
friendly competition.
Students also receive extensive opportunities
with our Level 2 association with Melbourne
City Football Club’s College of Football
program, which allows students to engage
directly with the Club’s development program
and pathways.

Sporting and recreational
facilities
Our holistic learning philosophy includes a
focus on maintaining physical fitness. A series
of internal and external areas on campus are
dedicated to sporting activities, including a
25-metre heated indoor pool, gymnasium,
outdoor basketball courts and a multi-function,
all-weather sports playing surface, capable of
hosting numerous sports.
Students also train and compete within
a range of off-campus facilities, including
the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre,
Lakeside Stadium and Fawkner Park.

Widening horizons
Travelling extensively helps students form
global connections. By visiting a variety of
locations and experiencing different cultures
within Australia and abroad, St Michael’s
students gain a sense of their place in the world
and the contribution they can make to a more
just and peaceful world.
Tours and exchanges
• A flagship program is the Enhanced Biology
study, offered to Year 10 students who
complete Unit 1 of VCE Biology on the
Great Barrier Reef.
• Students on the European Choir Tour
embark on an unforgettable musical
pilgrimage from Morlaix, France to
Llangollen, Wales, performing in some of the
world’s most treasured buildings. The tour’s
itinerary constantly evolves to offer diverse
experiences at various venues.

• The French and Japanese exchange tours
draw on the strong partnership between
St Michael’s and its two ‘sister schools’
– Le Bon Sauveur in France and Japan’s
Keio High School.
• In partnership with Projects Abroad, the
Cambodian immersion project allows
students to work in local schools, helping
people in the regional centres of Kep and
Kampot.
• Years 8–9 and Years 10–12 students have the
incredible opportunity to participate in the
ultimate STEM experience – the Houston
Association for Space and Science Education
(HASSE) program in the United States.
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Autonomous
and collaborative
learning

‘‘Virtual Reality is sort of like a
dream. In a dream you can make,
draw and be anything you want.
It’s magical.”

At St Michael’s, each student is valued individually.
Our comprehensive educational program engages students
intellectually, physically and socially, providing valuable critical
thinking opportunities and encouraging autonomous and
collaborative learning.

Anisha, Year 1
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Our holistic approach

Collaborative knowledge

Students gain a detailed understanding of each
discipline through active learning and deep
engagement, within spaces that are responsive
to their learning needs.

Shared learning is a central component
of creativity at St Michael’s. Students
frequently collaborate on major tasks,
with spectacular results.

Our holistic focus begins in the early years,
where the Reggio Emilia Educational Project’s
principles of inquiry and exploration inspire
thinking, collaboration and challenge.

Younger students relish opportunities to learn
with their elder peers, who develop valuable
mentoring and teamwork skills.

This continues throughout Kindergarten to
Year 12, with a strong focus on combining
academic studies with exceptional wellbeing
programs and co-curricular opportunities.

“Opportunities to work
collaboratively are at the centre
of learning at St Michael’s. We learn
through gathering multiple perspectives,
sharing knowledge, strengths and skills.
Through collaboration across K–12, we enhance
creative thinking and the quality of solutions
stimulated by ideas of others in the group, while
respecting each other and our differences.”
Mrs Annabelle Knight,
Associate Head of Innovation
and Learning
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The power of performance
The award-winning Performing Arts program at
St Michael’s continues the School’s tradition of
nurturing individual expression and teamwork.
Students may pursue a variety of pathways
within the disciplines of Music, Dance and
Drama, where the concurrent pursuit of
opportunity and excellence is fundamental to
their learning experience. Inspiring productions
and concerts are available for all ages, with a
bold collection of challenging works staged
annually.
St Michael’s theatrical productions are
performed at an impressive range of venues.
Those seeking to learn stagecraft can choose
from a range of backstage, musical and set design
roles. For many, the experiences gained in our
Performing Arts program spark a lifelong passion
for performance. The annual Years 10–12 Musical
at the National Theatre is a highlight, along with
the innovative Years 7–12 Dance Project, staged
at Gasworks Theatre.

The Instrumental and Ensemble Music program
offers tuition for a range of instruments,
coupled with frequent public performances of
classical and contemporary pieces.
Our Music staff is equally at home in the
classroom and on the stage, with most actively
involved in performance. Specialisation begins
with the Year 3 Instrumental program, where
students participate in small group lessons with
strings, woodwind, brass or percussion. Years
3–6 students can also join the choirs, while Year
5 students can play in small groups and bands.
Those already learning an instrument partake in
Year 5 Drama or Dance classes.
This intensive practical focus continues in the
senior years, with ensembles open to those
learning an instrument within the School
or externally. All year levels participate in
performances including ensemble and choral
concerts, chamber recitals, and a major annual
event at the Melbourne Recital Centre.
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The range of bands, groups and orchestras
available includes the Grigoryan Orchestra
and Strings, the Harrison and Chamber Choirs,
the Stage and Big Bands, as well as a range of
smaller Chamber ensembles.
Those with contemporary tastes can audition
for the St Michael’s School of Rock, where
students from Years 7–12 are mentored by
professional musicians in preparation for public
performances and recordings.
Visual Arts is another highlight of the School’s
creative focus. From Kindergarten to VCE,
St Michael’s students pursue creative projects
under expert tutelage.

Within a rigorous learning environment,
students develop their artistic passion through
many different media while problem-solving,
investigating, and exploring concepts, skills and
materials. This innovative learning approach
continues through the senior years, with
opportunities for students to learn from
professional artists.
In Year 10, students are offered Traditional
Art Making, Digital Art Making and Visual
Communication Design. Students can follow
their strengths and interests in VCE through
Visual Communication Design, Art and
Studio Arts. The latter encompasses three
studio areas – New Media, Mixed Media
and Photography. At the end of each year,
our emerging artists and designers celebrate
their VCE accomplishments in a professionally
curated exhibition, ‘12’, showcasing videos and
individual artworks at a local St Kilda gallery.

Forming the individual voice
The innovative learning approach extends to
the St Michael’s Languages program. Students
take several Japanese and French classes weekly
from Year 1, with Italian introduced in the
senior years. Interactive learning techniques are
skilfully interwoven, including song, movement
and rhyme.
These complex skills steadily become second
nature as languages are integrated into
everyday learning.
Personal confidence is enriched through
many pathways. Abundant public speaking
opportunities are available, including House
Debating, speeches and multicultural events.
These experiences build students’ self-belief,
a sense of efficacy and prepares them for life
beyond St Michael’s.
Debating gives students the chance to
exchange ideas and viewpoints in the public
sphere. Annual ‘mock elections’, modelled
closely on the Australian political process, offer
Year 9 students a platform to express their
views on contentious issues to win voters’
allegiance. VCE students take part in ‘Bond
Mooting’, a competition held against other
schools in a courtroom setting.
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Respectful
relationships –
the key to
effective learning

“As a teacher I have to
make sure I’m in the right
place, at the right time, and to say
the right word, which has the possibility
to transform a student’s life. It takes
something special to look at a student and
see who they can become, and at
St Michael’s, we strive to achieve this in
and outside the classroom every day.”

Respectful relationships lie at the core of the School’s philosophy
of Dignity, Respect, Care and Compassion (known throughout
the St Michael’s community as DR CC).
Teachers at St Michael’s are deeply committed to students’
wellbeing. As a result, students feel fully supported when pursuing
their interests and honing their talents.

Mr Jim Garas,
OM 1985, Teacher
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“Being part of a House
means that I always feel like
I have a place at school – it’s a real
sense of belonging. Sarum, the House I am
affiliated with, is a very tight and friendly
group. There is definitely a sense of pride – it’s
hard to explain, but you just feel it. No matter
the event, be it Sports Carnivals, Chess,
Community Action Days or Debating, we
come together and support each other
like one big family.”
Charlotte, Year 12

House connections
The St Michael’s House system teaches students
about allegiance, loyalty and belonging. Central
to wellbeing, the House system is interwoven
with each student’s life. There are four
St Michael’s Houses from Preparatory to
Year 6, and five from Years 7 to 12.
Each student is accompanied by a closeknit House group through the years, jointly
representing their House in community events,
performances, assemblies and sporting contests.
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Students take great pride in their House
affiliation, with friendly rivalry adding a sense
of excitement. Some students follow in their
parents’ or grandparents’ footsteps by joining
the same House.
The House system guides students through
school life, complemented by a dedicated
team of professional tutors, class teachers,
learning mentors and school psychologists
who work in consultation with students,
teachers and parents to foster a supportive
and encouraging culture.

Building trust
Relationships at St Michael’s take many
forms. Friendships between students
flourish within the collegial and inclusive
atmosphere, while all benefit from the
School’s safe and caring environment.
Teachers ‘share the journey’ by offering
students extensive guidance, listening to
their opinions, participating in curriculum
activities and taking an interest in their
lives. Students build up the confidence to
develop intellectual autonomy and form
lasting connections.
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Focusing on
students’ futures

A supportive
graduate community

Our 24/7 online communications platform,
‘SchoL’, facilitates students’ autonomous
learning, as it enables them to monitor their
progress. They are also coached with a range
of strategies to take concrete steps towards
continuous improvement.

After graduating from St Michael’s, our
students are welcomed into the Old
Michaelian community. As members, they
can remain engaged with the School through
a dedicated reunion program and regular
communications.

Parents are provided with timely, constructive
and specific feedback on their child’s
achievements, activities and performance.

The first St Michael’s alumni association was
founded in 1911, and numerous members of
our more than 9000-strong Old Michaelian
community remain actively involved with the
School over the course of their lives. Many
send their children and grandchildren to
St Michael’s, with some family connections
spanning four generations.

Students work on improving their study and
organisational skills, gaining self-awareness,
advancing their learning, and understanding
the impact of their moods and emotions.
Exam preparation and stress management are
also key areas of focus.
In Year 10, there is a specific focus on
preparation for VCE and life beyond school.
The Year 10 Learning Mentor program fosters
students’ self-understanding and mindfulness
of the choices available to them. The program
helps reveal their strengths, along with areas
for improvement. Completing the Morrisby
Careers Report gives students a detailed
breakdown of their specific learning strengths
and promotes discussion about possible
career pathways.
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The annual Careers Day, where a group of
past students discusses with current students
the challenges and opportunities of life after
St Michael’s, is one of many ways in which
graduates remain part of the School.

“I vividly remember
my favourite places, teachers
and friends, and I’m still close to many
schoolmates. Bushwalking and rock-climbing
at St Michael’s ignited my passion for the
outdoors, and memories of school musicals still
bring a smile to my face. I hope my two daughters,
both now at St Michael’s, will have as much fun
as I had trying different things. Over three
generations, stretching back to my late
grandmother Freda, St Michael’s has played
a huge role in my family life.”
Ms Megan Peck,
OM 1991 and
current parent
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Contributing
citizenship

“At St Michael’s,
Community Action Days are more
than simply donating a gold coin; they’re
about having an authentic understanding of
those who need support, putting others’ needs
before our own, and striving to make a difference.
Students feel empowered and driven to be part of these
days, and the reasoning behind each charity we support
is widely presented to the students as part of their daily
learning. The School’s values of Dignity, Respect, Care
and Compassion are integral to the understanding
of Contributing Citizenship, and embedded in all
that we do.”

A St Michael’s education encourages each student to look
beyond themselves to embrace a wider perspective –
an essential step in developing engaged young citizens.

Mr Mark Thompson,
Teacher
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Lending a hand
in the junior years
“We had the
1st Football vs 1st Netball teams
compete in a friendly netball match, a
barbecue where Coles donated sausages,
Years 3–12 Choral Concert and Crazy Hair Day
for students in Kindergarten to Year 6. Other
Prefects were very generous in helping us tin-shake,
which was really effective because people were
happy to lighten their pockets by helping a cause,
and all the coins and a few notes added up to
St Michael’s achieving another Merry
Month of May record!”
Ethan, Year 12
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From Kindergarten to Year 6, students in
each year level strive to make a difference.
They frequently contribute to other
communities, supporting a variety of local,
national and international charities during
regular Community Action Days and other
annual events.

The Community Action Team is led by
students from Years 2–6, encouraging
students from K–6 to raise money for a
selection of charities whilst organising a series
of dedicated fundraising days. These efforts
are complemented by a passionate group of
students in the Environmental Action Team,
which supports a series of environmentally
sustainable projects.

The spirit of giving continues
Through the School’s support of the 14/32nd
Battalion; to our work with Sacred Heart Mission,
where students and staff help prepare and serve
meals to those in need; to our involvement
with Projects Abroad, the Indochina Starfish
Foundation and Epic Arts in the Year 10 Cambodia
Immersion Project; there are many opportunities
for students to make a positive difference out
in the community. This is just a glimpse of the
countless ways in which students at St Michael’s
learn how to be a constructive member of the
community. Our aim is to ensure students leave
St Michael’s with a commitment to responsible
global citizenship.
In the senior years, St Michael’s students continue
to raise funds and awareness for many worthy
causes. The fundraising opportunities vary, as
student leaders organise their own events after
choosing which charities they would like to
support.
Many students find these experiences lifechanging, and go on to honour the School’s lived
values of Dignity, Respect, Care and Compassion
by spending their careers in the not-for-profit
sector or volunteering across a range of fields.
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Places of
possibility
The St Michael’s campus houses a collection of buildings
from each period of our 123-year history, from the School’s
original 1895 Marlton House to The Gipson Commons,
our newest, largest and most advanced facility. Combined,
they tell the evolving story of our School.

“Every school is different,
but St Michael’s is an education
institution that has its finger on the pulse
with what is happening locally, state-wide,
nationally and internationally. In designing The
Gipson Commons, we’ve managed to create a
building that has elements which focus on specific
needs, and which is very much about supporting
people. It is well-thought-through on all levels –
intellectual, educational and philosophical. It
really has created spaces for possibilities.”
John Wood, Architect
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Flexible learning environments
The School’s spaces accommodate different
pedagogical approaches, and many of
our learning spaces go beyond traditional
educational environments. In some cases,
students have even been invited to design
their own areas.

“The children watched
in awe as the Allan Pizzey Building
rose out of the ground, wondering, making
predictions and planning how their new
environment would allow their learning to evolve.
The unique design enabled the children’s learning to
move beyond the traditional four walls of a classroom.
Now, some children can take part in an experience
using the Art Studio, while others may be measuring
the distance from their classroom to teachers’ offices
using a variety of units. The possibilities
are endless.”
Mrs Merrilyn Barklamb,
Teacher
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The Allan Pizzey Building offers students
in the junior years many opportunities for
seamless learning. In 2011, the Building was
acknowledged for design excellence with a
major international award – the Council for
Educational Facility Planners International
(CEFPI) Educative Initiative or Design Solution
for an Innovation Program.
Classes accommodate team teaching, and
students can often move independently
between different areas, enabling the teacher
to observe and facilitate learning while the
students retain their sense of trust and
autonomy.
Breakout spaces are designed for students’
academic, social and recreational needs.
Common areas, including computer facilities
and communal spaces, are ideal for study
and relaxation.
The Octavius Brown Kitchen Garden offers
students hands-on experience of growing
produce. In 2014, the Kitchen Garden won
‘Most Habitat-Friendly Garden’ and ‘Best
Garden’ in the Victorian Schools Garden
Awards. Featuring citrus trees, olive trees and
vegetable beds, the Kitchen Garden enables
students to trace their food’s path from
‘plant to plate’.

The School’s learning philosophy is fully
expressed in The Gipson Commons, our
newest Kindergarten to Year 12 learning facility
with a versatile floorplan to accommodate a
range of learning approaches. Features include
flexible classrooms, quiet ‘pods’ for individual
study, breakout spaces, and custom-designed
Science areas.
The centre of research within the building, the
Knowledge Commons, provides students with
comprehensive access to educational resources,
including an extensive physical collection
and electronic research database access. This
future-focused learning facility reflects our
commitment to intellectual innovation.
The Gipson Commons has been recognised for
its ‘spatial strategy’ after winning the Interior
Architecture Award at the 2017 Victorian
Architecture Awards. The Interior Architecture
category recognises achievement in the design
of an interior spatial environment, and may
include projects completed within a new
building or the interior refurbishment of an
existing building.
Dolly’s Café, an enclosed cafeteria, seats
up to 200 within a pleasant area for meals
and conversations. This multi-functional
environment is also ideal for class functions and
other large-scale events.
A spacious Food Technology facility is
adjacent, with industrial-grade equipment,
fully flexible workspaces, and an internal
herb garden.
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Creative spaces
St Michael’s has spaces that can be adapted
according to the requirements of a variety
of learning experiences. Students may be
engaged in whole group instruction and
discussion, working with their peers in groups
on complex problems, creating or making with
their hands, or immersed in rigorous individual
inquiry. Whatever the needs of the lesson, the
array of learning spaces can be made ‘fit for
purpose’ with lightweight, flexible furniture and
embedded technologies.
The Design & Technology Centre houses
advanced equipment and an impressive range
of construction materials. The Centre includes
3D printing capability and a CDC router for the
fabrication of high-precision products.
The St Michael’s Visual Arts Department
benefits from the use of a number of distinctive
creative spaces. The Allan Pizzey Building and
Marlton House incorporate four studios where
small groups are encouraged to think creatively,
use design principles in art-making, document
their learning, and collaborate on projects.
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Students are given the opportunity to exercise
their sense of autonomy within dedicated
studios across the School, including a darkroom
and a ceramics studio.
Each year, our Year 12 students’ work is
displayed in a professionally curated exhibition.
Held at St Kilda’s Brightspace Gallery, the ‘12’
exhibition is a superb overview of students’
work from Art, Studio Arts: Photography, New
Media & Mixed Media, Visual Communication
Design, and Design & Technology. All work is
meticulously displayed, with one piece selected
by the School Board for acquisition each year.
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Valuing our
heritage
and history

“St Michael’s has been
an enormous part of my life, and
I was so proud to be invited onto the
inaugural School Council. I thought: ‘The
School gave me so much, here’s my chance to
give something back’. I’ve been a part of the
St Michael’s community for 76 years. We once spent
a whole day trying to define what makes
St Michael’s unique, and nobody could! You can’t
put your finger on it, but it is very special.”

Our story started in 1895, when an enterprising group of nuns
from the Community of the Sisters of the Church travelled to
Australia from England, determined to found a collection of
schools that embodied their rigorous educational standards
and compassionate values.

Dr Jan Gordon-Clark,
OM 1952 and founding
Board member
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2.
The Sisters opened the Church of England Day
School (as St Michael’s was first known) in
St Kilda in April 1895, with five girls and three
infants enrolled. The word soon spread about
the Sisters’ work, and enrolments swelled to 73
by the end of the year. This set the stage for the
School’s sustained growth, and enrolments have
continued to climb each decade.

1.
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Performing Arts was the School’s signature
strength from the beginning – the first
‘Entertainment’ program was staged that very
first year in 1895, featuring such quirky items as
Miss Farley’s Waxworks and a play titled Queen
of Hearts. St Michael’s has been a bastion of the
Performing Arts ever since.

5.

The School’s rapid growth brought in increased
funding, with the first School Hall being
constructed in 1899.
In 1904, boarding facilities opened in Marlton
House, the beginning of a 70-year tradition.
Throughout the decades, these proved attractive
to many families from country Victoria.
Another crucial St Michael’s event was the
creation of the original four Houses in the
early 1920s, beginning the School’s rise as a
formidable sporting force. The 1925 Interschool
Swimming Sports was the first of many
victories, and the House system forms the
backbone of St Michael’s to this day.

3.

The outbreak of WWII in 1939 came to affect
daily life at St Michael’s. The School uniform
was simplified due to a shortage of materials,
and students were eager to help the war effort.
During 1942, St Michael’s students even ‘did
their bit’ by making camouflage netting.

Growth continued throughout this turbulent
historical period. By the war’s conclusion in 1945,
the School’s Golden Jubilee Year, enrolments
stood at 497. The Headmistress was Mrs May
Vicars Foote, who remained an indispensable
member of staff for more than 40 years.
Two of the decade’s highlights lay in
unexpected places – including the newly
crowned Queen Elizabeth II’s visit to Australia
in 1954, when the Queen and the Prince waved
to a group of St Michael’s girls watching from
the sidelines of Chapel Street. Two years later,
our very own Faith Leech won swimming gold
and bronze in the Melbourne Olympics at the
tender age of 15.
The world changed irreversibly during the
1960s, and St Michael’s changed with it.
Infrastructure was updated, with a new
Senior School complex opening in 1968. This
decade was also the ‘golden period’ of Sister
Scholastica, Principal from 1963–66, 1967–68,
and 1971–72.

1.	Sister Bridget, Mrs May Vicars Foote and students
on an excursion to Wandin (1937)
2.

4.

Outside Marlton House (1899)

3.

Fencers in action (1938)

4.

The library was a popular place for girls (1952)

5.	Hats were part of the school uniform until mid-2000 (c.1962)
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Two other illustrious figures also ran
St Michael’s during the 1960s: Mrs Dorothy
Benson (1963–65) and Mrs Margaret Thomas
(1965–79). Today’s campus has buildings named
after all three women.
The 1970s was the end of an era, as the Sisters
handed over the running of St Michael’s to
professional administrators. The first computer
was introduced in 1976 – the size of a piano,
with the power of a calculator. Coeducation in
the Junior School began in 1977, with the Senior
School following shortly after.
Today, an even gender balance and a positive
coeducational culture are major strengths of
St Michael’s.
Headmaster Mr Tony Hewison’s two-decade
tenure saw dramatically increased enrolments
in the 1980s, with major expansion in Drama,
Design & Technology, Information Technology,
and Outdoor Education. In this era of jumbo
mobile phones and faxes, St Michael’s
purchased its first laptop.

6.
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Mr Simon Gipson was appointed Head of
the School after the millennium ticked over
in 2000, initiating a strong period of growth.
A firm believer in student-centred learning,
Mr Gipson took major steps to integrate the
learning program right across the Junior and
Senior School.
During this period, the School implemented
a complete overhaul of student assessment
and reporting.
Under Mr Gipson’s leadership, St Michael’s
received widespread recognition as an
innovative and sustainable business.

Today, St Michael’s is widely recognised as
a centre of academic, cultural and sporting
excellence. Yet while the School has grown
beyond what the Sisters could have imagined,
we proudly retain their values of Dignity,
Respect, Care and Compassion.
In 2018, Mrs Terrie Jones commenced as
Head of the School. Since her appointment,
Mrs Jones has immersed herself within the
St Michael’s community. Mrs Jones is focused
on creating enabling conditions for all students
and staff to thrive, respect each other’s
perspectives and gifts, and make meaningful
contributions to society.

Several major building developments were
initiated and completed during Mr Gipson’s
18-year tenure, including the Sisters’ Building,
Wilma Hannah Hall, the Allan Pizzey Building
and The Gipson Commons.

7.

9.

10.

11.
6.	Mr Simon Gipson was Head of the School from
2000–2017
7.	Sister Audrey, The Most Revd. Sir Frank Woods,
Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne, Sister Scholastica
and Mrs Margaret Thomas (1973)

8.

8.	The School’s first computer (1976)
9.	Mr ARC Hewison AM was Headmaster
of St Michael’s from 1980–1999
10.	The School Badge Window, created by Mathieson
and Gibson in 1932, appears in the south wall
of the Chapel of St Michael and All Angels.
11. Science classroom (1968)
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