Elsternwick Campus

Welcome to Wesley College
Since its beginnings in 1866,
Wesley has held a signiﬁcant place
in Australian social and educational
history, and is widely recognised for its
initiatives, its standards of excellence,
and as an instigator in so many areas
of education.
But this, in itself, is only part of the
picture.

Dr Helen Drennen, Principal

The great strength of the school lies
in the spirit of its humanity. Of
profound importance are the
relationships and experiences which
the school nurtures and develops in
order to realise fully the potential of
our children. An essential focus of
the Wesley ethos is the discovery
of what is to be oneself, and what
we share with one another. An
appreciation of empathy, a growing
understanding of cultural differences
and spiritual beliefs, and an
awakening of a sense of community
constitute the essence of a Wesley
education. Individuals count at
Wesley, and their whole
development is central to what,
for us, education is about.

The blend of innovation with
tradition, of freedom with selfdiscipline, of formal learning with
creativity, of balance and breadth
with specialisation characterise the
Wesley experience.
Coeducation at Wesley enables
girls and boys to learn and to grow
together in an environment which is
a preparation for life in their wider
society and which reﬂects the
cultures and practices of our pluralist
world. There is no better, nor more
natural way, than coeducation.
Above all else, my focus, as
Principal, is to ensure that every
child is enthused with a life-long
desire for learning, and discovers
the treasure which lies within all of
us, by having the opportunity to
learn, to do, to live with, and
ultimately, to be.

Elsternwick Campus
a good human being. At the core of
a Wesley education is service and
leadership, with the expectation that
all students demonstrate, through
their actions, a commitment to being
a positive influence on the lives of
others, and well beyond their time
at Wesley.

Jacinta Janssens, Head of Campus

Wesley is a diverse, positive, vibrant
community – where new students
quickly “feel at home”. The best
feature of our campus is our students;
their individuality, as well as their
collective spirit, abundant in every
aspect of the College, every single
day of the week. Our highly-regarded
focus on pastoral care ensures our
students are supported in balancing
the development of their own
independence and self-esteem with
the importance of establishing and
maintaining rewarding relationships
with others.
The Junior and Middle Schools each
have their own distinct areas and
programs, but there is a strong sense
of connectedness across all ages,
with their peers, teachers and the
school. Much of this is driven by the
College’s open entry policy and from
our understanding that there are many
qualities and capabilities that make

Amongst the array of curriculum
offerings, programs and activities,
you will find that students are always
at the centre and that the curriculum
is responsive to individual differences.
Students have many choices and are
actively encouraged to be involved
in guiding their own learning. We
encourage you to read our Primary
and Middle Years Curriculum
Guides. There is a strong emphasis
on academic rigour and in the
encouragement of students to
strive for excellence – excellence
equating to personal best. Our
outstanding academic results reflect
the quality and commitment of our
teaching and non-teaching staff and
ensure that all our students are
placed on the right pathway, once
they leave Wesley College.

We are keen to help our students
develop their particular interests
and passions by providing a broad
curriculum. Opportunities abound
through music, student theatre,
visual arts, sport, debating and the
house program. Whilst there is an
emphasis at Wesley on participation,
the depth of our programs also
allows students to reach the highest
possible standards. Three outdoor
education sites at Chum Creek,
the Gippsland Lakes, Portland;
a residential program in Clunes;
and overseas music, sport, drama,
language and cultural tours,
exchanges and our special
partnership with the Fitzroy Valley
community in the Kimberley, which
has seen the opening of the
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School;
all provide additional opportunities
for our students.
We are all certainly very proud of
our students and the myriad of their
achievements. We hope that you
can share in some of these and hope
that it is not long before we see your
children in purple.

Our Campus
The campus is situated approximately 12 kilometres from
the centre of the city and caters for students from 3 year old
Kindergarten through to Year 9. Students continue into
Years 10, 11 & 12 at either the St Kilda Road or Glen Waverley
campuses of Wesley College.
Elsternwick campus is centred around a grand old two-storeyed
home and features a spacious library and excellent facilities for
the sciences, food technology, the creative and performing arts,
physical education and sport. The McArthur Music Centre caters
for students with a special interest in music, and offers extensive
opportunities for individual or group lessons. The campus is fully
networked, with wireless access enabling all students in every
class to work online if required.
The small, family nature of the campus ensures that our students
are part of a close-knit community, having access to the facilities
and resources of the wider Wesley community.

Junior School (Early Learning – Year 4)
Education at this stage has an important contribution to make
to the development of the whole child/adult. In this crucial
developmental phase, we are building and reinforcing the
foundations for a happy, productive and rewarding life,
as well as life-long learning.

The Junior School environment has its own distinct features
– it is a purpose-built environment that allows young children
to learn well and play safely. Learning occurs within the
non-threatening environment of the student’s homeroom and,
primarily, specialist class facilities are provided within the Junior
School environs. The homeroom and the homeroom teacher
remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Students learn within the framework of the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP). This program
offers a high-quality education that encourages international
mindedness and a positive attitude to learning. Learning
experiences are planned with consideration of the needs,
abilities and backgrounds of all students.
Our Junior School is based on small class numbers, with specialist
early childhood and primary teachers who know their students
well. We have extensive academic, visual and performing arts
and sporting programs, taught by experts in their ﬁelds and
supported by experienced educational support teachers.
The social curriculum is given prominence, as is an emphasis
on students taking action to apply their learning in meaningful
ways. Of particular note is our strong commitment to
sustainability and indigenous education.

Middle School (Years 5 – 9)
Recognising that each child comes with unique strengths,
challenges and needs, the Middle School provides opportunities
for young adolescents to learn and to grow in ways that
acknowledge and respect this critical phase of their lives.
The focus of the PYP continues through Years 5 and 6.
This naturally leads into the middle years (Years 7–9), which
provides the perfect path to senior studies. Teachers maintain high
expectations of students with a combined vision for students to
know their passions, strengths and challenges. Every opportunity
is provided for our students to succeed.
We recognise that students become more independent
during the middle years of schooling. The introduction of the
International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)
curriculum framework from the 2013 school year will further
enhance the beneﬁts of learning in the middle years at Wesley.
Academic subjects focus on teaching the knowledge, skills and
understanding required in their special disciplines, but do so in
a way that also provides students with opportunities to express
their own ideas and to follow the questions raised by their own
intellectual curiosity. In Year 9, for example, students are invited to
join the Clunes Residential Program for a term.
Our Middle School provides multiple creative opportunities
for students to learn, achieve and reﬂect on their learning in a
supportive environment in which truth, honesty and respect is
promoted. The Middle School features separate year level areas,
with pastoral care staff assigned to each year level to monitor
closely the progress of their students. The homeroom and the
homeroom teacher remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Middle School students have the majority of their classes in a
homeroom setting with opportunities to mix across the year level
with other students.

Our Curriculum
Academic Excellence
At Wesley our graduating students move on with much more than
an ATAR score. Each has been encouraged to aspire to achieve
excellence and personal best in all areas of endeavour.
Wesley College places the highest value on wisdom, on the
importance of community, and on the full development of
each individual.
Our students’ achievements are a great testament to the quality
of our teachers at every level, from early childhood through to
Year 9, and to the support of our parents.

Music
Music of all kinds is an intrinsic part of Wesley’s culture and
history. Regardless of their age or level of expertise, all Wesley
students have the chance to explore and develop their musical
talents, through choirs, music ensembles, instrumental tuition,
composition and the production and recording of music. This is in
addition to what is on offer through the music curriculum. Students
are encouraged to join one of the numerous bands, choirs and
ensembles.
Students can participate in many diverse musical activities, either
purely for enjoyment or to pursue musical excellence. Classes
in music theory are also available and expert practical tuition is
provided in a wide range of instruments.
Intensive Music Studies
Students who are musically gifted or who have a strong
commitment to music are able to join an extension music
program. This provides them with the opportunity to take up
a second instrument, whilst also developing their other curricular
and cocurricular interests. Entry to this program is via an audition
and interview.

Sport

Outdoor Education

Wesley College is a member of the Associated Public Schools
(APS) sports competition, and it also participates in the Associated
Grammar Schools of Victoria (AGSV)/APS girls sport competition.
Teams compete each week from Year 7 to Firsts level. Matches
against other schools are played on Saturday mornings, with
the occasional Friday after-school game. Sport is a compulsory
cocurricular activity for students from Year 5 (includes Year 4 at
Elsternwick) to Year 12.

All students from Years 3 – 8 are required to participate in an
annual camp conducted by specialist instructors and homeroom
teachers at one of our three Wesley sites. While developing
recreational skills and encouraging group and team cohesiveness,
our programs encourage the students to learn about the
environment and develop a strong sense of responsibility to it
and to each other.

Wesley prides itself on offering a broad range of sports and has a
rich and successful sporting tradition. We have produced many
Olympians, Paralympians, AFL players, international cricketers,
tennis champions, world-class netballers, world champion athletes
and administrators.
Our program is also for those for whom the best thing about sport
is playing alongside their friends and we provide teams for all levels
of ability. Students also have the opportunity to travel interstate or
overseas on sporting tours.
The following sports are offered at Wesley – athletics, badminton,
basketball, cricket, cross country, diving, football, gymnastics,
hockey, netball, rowing, snowsports, soccer, softball, swimming,
table tennis, tennis, water polo and volleyball.

The Arts
Music, Dance, Drama and Art are part of the curriculum from
early childhood to Year 9. This includes formal arts subjects,
such as Media, Textiles, Visual Communication, Photography,
2D and 3D Art and Textiles.
It also includes dramatic and musical productions, specialised
music tuition and opportunities to join a wide range of musical
ensembles.

The Clunes Experience
Wesley College at Clunes provides young people with the
opportunity to learn about themselves, the wider community and
our Australian culture, in the unique setting of a small Victorian
country town. The Clunes campus is located in the centre of the
historic township of Clunes, about 1.5 hours drive from Melbourne
or 35 kilometres from Ballarat. Clunes has a permanent population
of 850. It has a rich gold history and many historical buildings
in the main street. Each term approximately 100 students from
Year 9 at the three city campuses attend Clunes for an 8-week
program. This opportunity is available to all students in Year 9
and is optional.

Languages Other Than English

Campus Tours

Studying a language other than English begins in Prep and is
compulsory until the end of Year 9. In the primary years, from
Prep to Year 4, all students study Japanese and from Year 5
students can choose between Japanese and French. From
Year 7, students can also choose between Japanese or
French but if previously enrolled, are encouraged to continue
with the language chosen at Year 5 so as to develop greater
proﬁciency. Mother tongue development is actively encouraged
and supported.

Group tours are scheduled throughout the year and commence
at 9.15am. Visitors are given a short overview of the campus
and have an opportunity to talk to some of the teaching staff.

Social Justice In Action
From a very young age, Wesley students understand the
importance of service and to recognise, and readily act upon,
always being a positive inﬂuence on others. Our students are
involved in a range of community service and school based
activities. Service is not just something that we do, but helps
deﬁne who we are.

Cocurricular Opportunities
Performing Arts, Academic Enrichment, Chess, Sport.
Music Groups
Suzuki Program – Suzuki Violin Group, Suzuki Cello Group,
String Orchestra, McArthur Strings.
Band Program – Training Band, Concert Band, Big Band,
Symphonic Winds, Percussion Groups, Instrumental Ensembles.
Choral Program – Junior Choir, Intermediate Choir,
Middle School Choir, Chamber Choir.

Enrolment
Information
We encourage you to apply for enrolment as early as possible.
Places are offered according to the College Enrolment Policy and
the original date of application.
Students may enter the Elsternwick campus at any year level
dependent upon vacancies.

Contact Information
All enrolment enquiries for the Elsternwick campus
should be directed to the
Admissions Ofﬁce on 8102 6808 or
e.admissions@wesleycollege.net

Please visit the website at www.wesleycollege.net for the full
schedule of tours.
We are happy to conduct personal tours and an appointment
may be made by calling the Admissions Ofﬁce on 8102 6808.
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Glen Waverley Campus

Welcome to Wesley College
Since its beginnings in 1866,
Wesley has held a signiﬁcant place
in Australian social and educational
history, and is widely recognised for its
initiatives, its standards of excellence,
and as an instigator in so many areas
of education.
But this, in itself, is only part of
the picture.

Dr Helen Drennen, Principal

The great strength of the school lies
in the spirit of its humanity. Of
profound importance are the
relationships and experiences which
the school nurtures and develops in
order to realise fully the potential of
our children. An essential focus of
the Wesley ethos is the discovery
of what is to be oneself, and what
we share with one another. An
appreciation of empathy, a growing
understanding of cultural differences
and spiritual beliefs, and an
awakening of a sense of community
constitute the essence of a Wesley
education. Individuals count at
Wesley, and their whole
development is central to what,
for us, education is about.

The blend of innovation with
tradition, of freedom with selfdiscipline, of formal learning with
creativity, of balance and breadth
with specialisation characterise the
Wesley experience.
Coeducation at Wesley enables
girls and boys to learn and to grow
together in an environment which is
a preparation for life in their wider
society and which reﬂects the
cultures and practices of our pluralist
world. There is no better, nor more
natural way, than coeducation.
Above all else, my focus, as
Principal, is to ensure that every
child is enthused with a life-long
desire for learning, and discovers
the treasure which lies within all of
us, by having the opportunity to
learn, to do, to live with, and
ultimately, to be.

Glen Waverley Campus
good human being. At the core of
a Wesley education is service and
leadership, with the expectation that
all students demonstrate, through
their actions, a commitment to being
a positive influence on the lives of
others, and well beyond their time
at Wesley.

Peter Dickinson, Head of Campus

Wesley is a diverse, positive, vibrant
community – where new students
quickly “feel at home”. The best
feature of our campus is our students;
their individuality, as well as their
collective spirit, abundant in every
aspect of the College, every single
day of the week. Our highly-regarded
focus on pastoral care ensures our
students are supported in balancing
the development of their own
independence and self-esteem with
the importance of establishing and
maintaining rewarding relationships
with others.
The Junior, Middle and Senior Schools
each have their own distinct areas and
programs, but with a strong sense
of connectedness across all ages,
with their peers, teachers and the
school. Much of this is driven by the
College’s open entry policy and from
our understanding that there are many
qualities and capabilities that make a

Amongst the array of curriculum
offerings, programs and activities,
you will find that students are always
at the centre and that the curriculum
is responsive to individual differences.
Students have many choices and are
actively encouraged to be involved
in guiding their own learning. We
encourage you to read our Primary,
Middle and Senior Years Curriculum
Guides. There is a strong emphasis
on academic rigour and in the
encouragement of students to
strive for excellence – excellence
equating to personal best. Our
outstanding academic results reflect
the quality and commitment of our
teaching and non-teaching staff and
ensure that all our students are
placed on the right pathway, once
they leave Wesley College.

We are keen to help our students
develop their particular interests
and passions by providing a broad
curriculum. Opportunities abound
through music, student theatre,
visual arts, sport, debating and the
house program. Whilst there is an
emphasis at Wesley on participation,
the depth of our programs also
allows students to reach the highest
possible standards. Three outdoor
education sites at Chum Creek,
the Gippsland Lakes, Portland;
a residential program in Clunes;
and overseas music, sport, drama,
language and cultural tours,
exchanges and our special
partnership with the Fitzroy Valley
community in the Kimberley, which
has seen the opening of the
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School;
all provide additional opportunities
for our students.
We are all certainly very proud of
our students and the myriad of their
achievements. We hope that you
can share in some of these and hope
that it is not long before we see your
children in purple.

Our Campus
The Glen Waverley campus has approximately 1,200 students
from 3 year olds through to Year 12. Set on 18.5 hectares of
open ﬁelds, the campus is situated 20 kilometres from the centre
of Melbourne. Buses stop at the front gate and Syndal and Glen
Waverley railway stations are within walking distance.
The campus is organised around Junior, Middle and Senior
Schools, each with dedicated learning and recreational spaces.
Glen Waverley has created a Junior School environment within
which a young child may see school as an extension of home
– it is an environment purpose-built to allow young children to
learn and play safely. The Middle School is a positive, vibrant
community with curriculum programs and structures which have
been especially designed to support the needs of our students.
The Senior School provides an exceptional environment for
pre-tertiary study with an excellent educational resource centre
featuring the latest facilities. All of our classrooms have a wireless
network, enabling all students in every class to work online, if
required.

Junior School (Early Learning – Year 4)
Education at this stage has an important contribution to make
to the development of the whole child/adult. In this crucial
developmental phase, we are building and reinforcing the
foundations for a happy, productive and rewarding life,
as well as life-long learning.

The Junior School environment has its own distinct features
– it is a purpose-built environment that allows young children
to learn well and play safely. Learning occurs within the
non-threatening environment of the student’s homeroom and,
primarily, specialist class facilities are provided within the Junior
School environs. The homeroom and the homeroom teacher
remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Students learn within the framework of the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP). This program
offers a high-quality education that encourages international
mindedness and a positive attitude to learning. Learning
experiences are planned with consideration of the needs,
abilities and backgrounds of all students.
Our Junior School is based on small class numbers, with specialist
early childhood and primary teachers who know their students
well. We have extensive academic, visual and performing arts
and physical education programs, taught by experts in their ﬁelds
and supported by experienced educational support teachers.
The social curriculum is given prominence, as is an emphasis on
students’ taking action to apply their learning in meaningful ways.
Of particular note is our strong commitment to sustainability and
indigenous education.

Middle School (Years 5 – 9)
Recognising that each child comes with unique strengths,
challenges and needs, the Middle School provides opportunities
for young adolescents to learn and to grow in ways that
acknowledge and respect this critical phase of their lives.
The focus of the PYP continues through Years 5 and 6.
This naturally leads into the middle years (Years 7–9), which
provides the perfect path to senior studies. Teachers maintain high
expectations of students with a combined vision for students to
know their passions, strengths and challenges. Every opportunity
is provided for our students to succeed.
We recognise that students become more independent
during the middle years of schooling. The introduction of the
International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)
curriculum framework from the 2013 school year will further
enhance the beneﬁts of learning in the middle years at Wesley.
Academic subjects focus on teaching the knowledge, skills and
understanding required in their special disciplines, but do so in
a way that also provides students with opportunities to express
their own ideas and to follow the questions raised by their own
intellectual curiosity. In Year 9, for example, students are invited to
join the Clunes Residential Program for a term.
Our Middle School provides multiple creative opportunities
for students to learn, achieve and reﬂect on their learning in a
supportive environment in which truth, honesty and respect is
promoted. The Middle School features separate year level areas,
with pastoral care staff assigned to each year level to monitor
closely the progress of their students. The homeroom and the
homeroom teacher remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Middle School students have the majority of their classes in a
homeroom setting with opportunities to mix across the year level
with other students.

Senior School (Years 10 – 12)
The Senior School provides an excellent study environment
for young adults. Pastoral care is based around a House
and tutorial structure which is well supported by speciﬁc
curriculum coordinators.
Our senior years curriculum focuses on providing students with
the information and experience required to make informed choices
about what they want to do when they leave school, and then
helping them ﬁnd the appropriate pathways to fulﬁl their ambitions.
Often this decision evolves from exploring different subjects,
values and ideas, with guidance from staff and our experienced
careers counsellor.
In Year 10, students are required to study a core group of
subjects that gives a solid grounding in English, Mathematics,
Science, Humanities and Personal and Physical Development in
combination with a variety of elective subjects.
Then in Years 11 and 12, students are able to tailor their studies to
more closely suit their speciﬁc, individual interests. Wesley offers
a very broad choice of subjects from the Victorian Certiﬁcate of
Education (VCE), International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
(IB DP) and Vocational Education Training (VET).

Our Curriculum
Academic Excellence
At Wesley our graduating students move on with much more than
an ATAR score. Each has been encouraged to aspire to achieve
excellence and personal best in all areas of endeavour.
Wesley College places the highest value on wisdom, on the
importance of community, and on the full development of
each individual.

Our students’ achievements are a great testament to the quality
of our teachers at every level, from early childhood through to
Year 12, and to the support of our parents.

Music
Music of all kinds is an intrinsic part of Wesley’s culture and
history. Regardless of their age or level of expertise, all Wesley
students have the chance to explore and develop their musical
talents, through choirs, music ensembles, instrumental tuition,
composition and the production and recording of music. This is in
addition to what is on offer through the music curriculum. Students
are encouraged to join one of the numerous bands, choirs and
ensembles. These provide opportunities for performances, tours,
camps and competitions within Melbourne, across Australia and
internationally.
Students can participate in many diverse musical activities, either
purely for enjoyment or to pursue musical excellence. Classes
in music theory are also available and expert practical tuition is
provided in a wide range of instruments.

Sport
Wesley College is a member of the Associated Public Schools
(APS) sports competition, and it also participates in the Associated
Grammar Schools of Victoria (AGSV)/APS girls sport competition.
Teams compete each week from Year 7 to Firsts level. Matches
against other schools are played on Saturday mornings, with
the occasional Friday after-school game. Sport is a compulsory
cocurricular activity for students from Year 5 to Year 12.
Years 5 and 6 compete on Wednesdays.
Wesley prides itself on offering a broad range of sports and has a
rich and successful sporting tradition. We have produced many
Olympians, Paralympians, AFL players, international cricketers,

tennis champions, world-class netballers, world champion athletes
and administrators.
Our program is also for those for whom the best thing about sport
is playing alongside their friends and we provide teams for all levels
of ability. Students also have the opportunity to travel interstate or
overseas on sporting tours.
The following sports are offered at Wesley – athletics, badminton,
basketball, cricket, cross country, diving, football, gymnastics,
hockey, netball, rowing, snowsports, soccer, softball, swimming,
table tennis, tennis, water polo and volleyball

Performing Arts
The Performing Arts is a major part of the Wesley program and we
have an international reputation for excellence in student theatre
with all students being able to participate.
Wesley, through its drama program, both curricular and
cocurricular, provides our community with a diversity of theatrical
experiences from Broadway musicals to comedy to serious
“straight” plays. We encourage every student in the College to
participate somewhere, somehow either by performing, backstage
or in a technical role. Tours are offered on a regular basis, either
within Victoria, interstate or internationally. The opportunities
are endless across the ﬁve main and various smaller annual
productions.

Outdoor Education
All students from Years 3 – 8 are required to participate in an
annual camp conducted by specialist instructors and homeroom
teachers at one of our three Wesley sites. While developing
recreational skills and encouraging group and team cohesiveness,
our programs encourage the students to learn about the
environment and develop a strong sense of responsibility to it and

to each other. Camp is optional for Year 10 students. The Duke of
Edinburgh program is also available for students.

The Clunes Experience
Wesley College at Clunes provides young people with the
opportunity to learn about themselves, the wider community and
our Australian culture, in the unique setting of a small Victorian
country town. The Clunes campus is located in the centre of the
historic township of Clunes, about 1.5 hours drive from Melbourne
or 35 kilometres from Ballarat. Clunes has a permanent population
of 850. It has a rich gold history and many historical buildings
in the main street. Each term approximately 100 students from
Year 9 at the three city campuses attend Clunes for an 8-week
program. This opportunity is available to all students in Year 9
and is optional.

Languages Other Than English
Studying a language other than English begins in Year 2 and is
normally compulsory until the end of Year 9. In Year 2, students
learn Japanese and continue until Year 6.
French is offered from Year 5. In Year 7 students can choose
between continuing Japanese or beginning Japanese, continuing
French or beginning French, Chinese or German. In Year 7 they
will do two of these, and will continue with one language until at
least the end of Year 9.
In Senior School, students studying VCE may choose between
the following continuing languages: Chinese, French, German
and Japanese. Students studying IB Diploma are required to
study a language and may choose between the following
continuing languages: Chinese, French, German, Japanese
and Ab initio Spanish.

Visual Arts
The Visual Arts at Glen Waverley follows the Bauhaus ideas in
the delivery of art education. The facility encompasses a range of
studios conducive to the exploration of student ideas in both two
and three dimensions. We have specialist teachers for painting,
photography, printmaking, drawing, ceramics, sculpture, ﬁbre arts,
visual communication and design.
From Prep to Year 10, students experience the full range of art
activities available.
IB Diploma Visual Art is structured over two years and students
may choose to work in any media they wish. VCE students may
also select their electives from any of the studios.

Social Justice In Action
From a very young age, Wesley students understand the
importance of service and to recognise, and readily act upon,
always being a positive inﬂuence on others. Our students are
involved in a range of community service and school based
activities. Service is not just something that we do, but helps
deﬁne who we are.

Enrolment
Information
We encourage you to apply for enrolment as early as possible.
Places are offered according to the College Enrolment Policy and
the original date of application. Students generally enter the Glen
Waverley campus as 3 or 4 year olds (Early Childhood Learning
Centre), Prep, Year 5, Year 7, Year 10 or Year 11. Entry at other
year levels is dependent upon vacancies.

Campus Tours
Group tours are scheduled throughout the year and take
approximately one and a half hours.
Visitors are given a short overview of the campus by the Head of
Campus and have a chance to talk to the Heads of School and
students as well as being shown around the campus.
Personal tours are also available by request. Please visit the
website at www.wesleycollege.net for the full schedule of
group tours.

Cocurricular Opportunities
Performing Arts, Debating, Public Question Society (PQS),
Academic Enrichment, Chess.
Music Groups
Junior School – Piccolo Canto Choir, Junior Strings,
Percussion Ensemble.
Middle School – Dolce Canto and Resonance Choirs, Wastell
Strings, Wilkie Orchestra, Ted Joyner Big Band, Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, Stage Band, Guitar Ensemble.
Senior School – Senior Vocal Choir, Soul Band, John Secomb
Strings, Wilkie Orchestra, Show Band, Symphonic Band,
Guitar Ensemble.

Bus Routes
Wesley College provides a number of private school bus
services to the Glen Waverley campus from Berwick,
Camberwell/Mont Albert, Doncaster/Templestowe and
Rowville/Wheelers Hill. These services are provided for
families at no cost.
For details about the exact routes, please refer to the College
website: www.wesleycollege.net

Contact Information
All enrolment enquiries or tour bookings for the Glen Waverley
campus should be directed to the Admissions Ofﬁce on
8102 6508 or gw.admissions@wesleycollege.net
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Welcome to Wesley College
Since its beginnings in 1866,
Wesley has held a signiﬁcant place
in Australian social and educational
history, and is widely recognised for its
initiatives, its standards of excellence,
and as an instigator in so many areas
of education.
But this, in itself, is only part of
the picture.

Dr Helen Drennen, Principal

The great strength of the school lies
in the spirit of its humanity. Of
profound importance are the
relationships and experiences which
the school nurtures and develops in
order to realise fully the potential of
our children. An essential focus of
the Wesley ethos is the discovery
of what is to be oneself, and what
we share with one another. An
appreciation of empathy, a growing
understanding of cultural differences
and spiritual beliefs, and an
awakening of a sense of community
constitute the essence of a Wesley
education. Individuals count at
Wesley, and their whole
development is central to what,
for us, education is about.

The blend of innovation with
tradition, of freedom with selfdiscipline, of formal learning with
creativity, of balance and breadth
with specialisation characterise the
Wesley experience.
Coeducation at Wesley enables
girls and boys to learn and to grow
together in an environment which is
a preparation for life in their wider
society and which reﬂects the
cultures and practices of our pluralist
world. There is no better, nor more
natural way, than coeducation.
Above all else, my focus, as
Principal, is to ensure that every
child is enthused with a life-long
desire for learning, and discovers
the treasure which lies within all of
us, by having the opportunity to
learn, to do, to live with, and
ultimately, to be.

St Kilda Road Campus
are many qualities and capabilities
that make a good human being.
At the core of a Wesley education
is self awareness and conﬁdence,
with the expectation that all students
demonstrate, through their actions,
a commitment to being a positive
inﬂuence on the lives of others, and
well beyond their time at Wesley.

Richard Brenker, Head of Campus
Wesley is a diverse, positive, vibrant
community – where new students are
quickly welcomed and accepted.
St Kilda Road students are part of
a diverse community that embraces
the individual and values the
contribution that all can make to a
rich learning experience and a true
education. Our highly-regarded
focus on pastoral care ensures our
students are supported in balancing
the development of their own
independence and self-esteem with
the importance of establishing and
maintaining rewarding relationships
with others.
The Junior School at 625 St Kilda
Road is a wonderful, purpose built,
rich learning environment. The
Middle and Senior Schools have
their own areas, but also have the
opportunity to interact in shared
spaces including the Library and
Music School. There is a strong
sense of connectedness across all
ages, with their peers, teachers and
the school. Much of this is driven by
the College’s open entry policy and
from our understanding that there

Amongst the array of curriculum
offerings, programs and activities,
you will ﬁnd that students are always
at the centre and that the curriculum
is responsive to individual differences.
Students have many choices and are
actively encouraged to be involved
in guiding their own learning. We
encourage you to read our Primary,
Middle and Senior Years Curriculum
Guides. There is a strong emphasis
on academic rigour and in the
encouragement of students to
strive for excellence – excellence
equating to personal best. Our
outstanding academic results reﬂect
the quality and commitment of our
teaching and non-teaching staff and
ensure that all our students are
placed on the right pathway, once
they leave Wesley College.

We are keen to help our students
develop their particular interests and
passions by providing a broad range
of experiential learning experiences.
Opportunities abound through
music, student theatre, visual arts,
sport, debating and the house
program. Whilst there is an
emphasis at Wesley on participation,
the depth of our programs also
allows students to reach the highest
possible standards. Three outdoor
education sites at Chum Creek,
the Gippsland Lakes, Portland;
a residential program in Clunes;
and overseas music, sport, drama,
language and cultural tours,
exchanges and our special
partnership with the Fitzroy Valley
community in the Kimberley, which
has seen the opening of the
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School;
all provide additional opportunities
for our students.
We are all certainly very proud of
our students and the myriad of their
achievements. We hope that you
can share in some of these and hope
that it is not long before we see your
children in purple.

Our Campus
The St Kilda Road campus is situated on St Kilda Road, only
minutes from the Melbourne Central Business District and
conveniently located between Punt and St Kilda Roads.
It has approximately 1,500 students, from 3 year olds through
to Year 12. The campus is easily accessible by tram, train and bus
from all directions.
Our purpose-built Junior School is located a short walk down
St Kilda Road, and provides students with a safe and comfortable
environment to establish ﬁrm learning habits and close ties with
the Wesley community. The Middle School provides the perfect
transition from the primary years into adolescence – centred on
communal meeting areas, our classrooms provide the perfect
space for integrated study, teamwork, quiet contemplation
or large group meetings. The Senior School provides the
resources and spaces necessary for senior students to learn and
study effectively, with purpose-built laboratories, studios and
classrooms, as well as comfortable and functional common areas
for private study and meetings with staff and/or other students.
All of our classrooms have a wireless network, enabling all
students in every class to work online, if required.

The Junior School environment has its own distinct features
– it is a purpose-built environment that allows young children
to learn well and play safely. Learning occurs within the
non-threatening environment of the student’s homeroom and,
primarily, specialist class facilities are provided within the Junior
School environs. The homeroom and the homeroom teacher
remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Students learn within the framework of the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP). This program
offers a high-quality education that encourages international
mindedness and a positive attitude to learning. Learning
experiences are planned with consideration of the needs,
abilities and backgrounds of all students.
Our Junior School is based on small class numbers, with specialist
early childhood and primary teachers who know their students
well. We have extensive academic, visual and performing arts
and sporting programs, taught by experts in their ﬁelds and
supported by experienced educational support teachers.
The social curriculum is given prominence, as is an emphasis on
students’ taking action to apply their learning in meaningful ways.
Of particular note is our strong commitment to sustainability
and indigenous education.

Junior School (Early Learning – Year 4)

Middle School (Years 5 – 9)

Education at this stage has an important contribution to make
to the development of the whole child/adult. In this crucial
developmental phase, we are building and reinforcing the
foundations for a happy, productive and rewarding life,
as well as life-long learning.

Recognising that each child comes with unique strengths,
challenges and needs, the Middle School provides opportunities
for young adolescents to learn and to grow in ways that
acknowledge and respect this critical phase of their lives.
The focus of the PYP continues through Years 5 and 6.
This naturally leads into the unique middle years (Years 7–9), which
provides the perfect path to senior studies. Teachers maintain high
expectations of students with a combined vision for students to
know their passions, strengths and challenges. Every opportunity
is provided for our students to succeed.
We recognise that students become more independent
during the middle years of schooling. The introduction of the
International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)
curriculum framework from the 2013 school year will further
enhance the beneﬁts of learning in the middle years at Wesley.
Academic subjects focus on teaching the knowledge, skills and
understanding required in their special disciplines, but do so in
a way that also provides students with opportunities to express
their own ideas and to follow the questions raised by their own
intellectual curiosity. In Year 9, for example, students are invited to
join the Clunes Residential Program for a term.
Our Middle School provides multiple creative opportunities
for students to learn, achieve and reﬂect on their learning in a
supportive environment in which truth, honesty and respect is
promoted. The Middle School features separate year level areas,
with pastoral care staff assigned to each year level to monitor
closely the progress of their students. The homeroom and the
homeroom teacher remain the central foci for pastoral care.
Middle School students have the majority of their classes in a
homeroom setting with opportunities to mix across the year level
with other students.

Senior School (Years 10 – 12)
The Senior School provides an excellent study environment
for young adults. Pastoral care is based around a House
and tutorial structure which is well supported by speciﬁc
curriculum coordinators.
Our senior years curriculum focuses on providing students with
the information and experience required to make informed choices
about what they want to do when they leave school, and then
helping them ﬁnd the appropriate pathways to fulﬁl their ambitions.
Often this decision evolves from exploring different subjects,
values and ideas, with guidance from staff and our experienced
careers counsellor.
In Year 10, students are required to study a core group of
subjects that gives a solid grounding in English, Mathematics,
Science, Humanities and Personal and Physical Development in
combination with a variety of elective subjects.
Then in Years 11 and 12, students are able to tailor their studies
to more closely suit their speciﬁc, individual interests. Wesley offers
a very broad choice of subjects from the Victorian Certiﬁcate of
Education (VCE), International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
(IB DP) and Vocational Education Training (VET).

Our Curriculum
Academic Excellence
At Wesley our graduating students move on with much more than
an ATAR score. Each has been encouraged to aspire to achieve
excellence and personal best in all areas of endeavour.
Wesley College places the highest value on wisdom, on the
importance of community, and on the full development of
each individual.
Our students’ achievements are a great testament to the quality
of our teachers at every level, from early childhood through to
Year 12, and to the support of our parents.

Music
Music of all kinds is an intrinsic part of Wesley’s culture and
history. Regardless of their age or level of expertise, all Wesley
students have the chance to explore and develop their musical
talents, through choirs, music ensembles, instrumental tuition,
composition and the production and recording of music. This is in
addition to what is on offer through the music curriculum. Students
are encouraged to join one of the numerous bands, choirs and
ensembles. These provide opportunities for performances, tours,
camps and competitions within Melbourne, across Australia and
internationally.

Students can participate in many diverse musical activities, either
purely for enjoyment or to pursue musical excellence. Classes
in music theory are also available and expert practical tuition is
provided in a wide range of instruments.

Sport
Wesley College is a member of the Associated Public Schools
(APS) sports competition, and it also participates in the Associated
Grammar Schools of Victoria (AGSV)/APS girls sport competition.
Teams compete each week from Year 7 to Firsts level. Matches
against other schools are played on Saturday mornings, with
the occasional Friday after-school game. Sport is a compulsory
cocurricular activity for students from Year 5 to Year 12.
Wesley prides itself on offering a broad range of sports and has a
rich and successful sporting tradition. We have produced many
Olympians, Paralympians, AFL players, international cricketers,
tennis champions, world-class netballers, world champion athletes
and administrators.
Our program is also for those for whom the best thing about sport
is playing alongside their friends and we provide teams for all levels
of ability. Students also have the opportunity to travel interstate or
overseas on sporting tours.
The following sports are offered at Wesley – athletics, badminton,
basketball, cricket, cross country, diving, football, gymnastics,
hockey, netball, rowing, snowsports, soccer, softball, swimming,
table tennis, tennis, water polo and volleyball.

Performing Arts
The Adamson Theatre Company at St Kilda Road attracts,
engages and switches on the talents of several hundred students
each year. Through spectacular collaborative efforts of our staff
and students, together with talented and extraordinary dedicated
production teams, four major productions are presented annually.

Wesley, through its drama program, both curricular and
cocurricular, provides our community with a diversity of theatrical
experiences from Broadway musicals to comedy to serious
“straight” plays. We encourage every student in the College
to participate somewhere, somehow either by performing,
backstage or in a technical role. Tours are offered on a
regular basis, either within Victoria, interstate or internationally.
The opportunities are endless.

Outdoor Education
All students from Years 3 – 8 are required to participate in an
annual camp conducted by specialist instructors and homeroom
teachers at one of our three Wesley sites. While developing
recreational skills and encouraging group and team cohesiveness,
our programs encourage the students to learn about the
environment and develop a strong sense of responsibility to it and
to each other. Camp is optional for Year 10 students. The Duke of
Edinburgh program is also available for students.

The Clunes Experience
Wesley College at Clunes provides young people with the
opportunity to learn about themselves, the wider community and
our Australian culture, in the unique setting of a small Victorian
country town. The Clunes campus is located in the centre of the
historic township of Clunes, about 1.5 hours drive from Melbourne
or 35 kilometres from Ballarat. Clunes has a permanent population
of 850. It has a rich gold history and many historical buildings
in the main street. Each term approximately 100 students from
Year 9 at the three city campuses attend Clunes for an 8-week
program. This opportunity is available to all students in Year 9
and is optional.

Languages Other Than English
Studying a language other than English begins in Year 2
and is normally compulsory until the end of Year 10. In Year 2,
students learn Japanese and may begin French in Year 5.
In Year 7, students may continue Japanese or French, or begin
Chinese. They will continue with this language in Years 8 and 9.
In Senior School, students studying VCE may choose between
the following continuing languages: Chinese, French, Indonesian
and Japanese. Students studying IB Diploma are required to study
a language and may choose between the following continuing
languages: Chinese, French and Japanese. Alternatively, they
may choose Ab initio Spanish.

Enrolment
Information
We encourage you to apply for enrolment as early as possible.
Places are offered according to the College Enrolment Policy and
the original date of application. Students generally enter the
St Kilda Road campus as 3 or 4 year olds (The Hutch), Year 5,
Year 7, Year 10 or Year 11. Entry at other year levels is dependent
upon vacancies.

Campus Tours
Visual Arts
The Art Department comprises one of the few multi-studio spaces
in Victoria. We have specialist teachers for painting, photography,
printmaking, drawing, ceramics, sculpture, ﬁbre arts, and visual
communication and design.
From Prep to Year 10, students experience the full range of art
activities available. During the Middle School years, students are
able to experience a semester within each of these studios.
IB Diploma Visual Art is structured over two years and students
may choose their electives from these studios. VCE students may
also select their electives from any of these studios. They may
also choose from three other art electives; music, theatre arts and
visual arts.

Social Justice In Action
From a very young age, Wesley students understand the
importance of service and to recognise, and readily act upon,
always being a positive inﬂuence on others. Our students are
involved in a range of community service and school based
activities. Service is not just something that we do, but helps
deﬁne who we are.

Cocurricular Opportunities
Performing Arts, Debating, Public Question Society, Academic
Enrichment, Chess
Music Groups
Junior School – Choir, String Orchestra, Percussion Ensembles.
Middle and Senior Schools – Big Band, Stage Band, Jazz Band,
Pop Choir, String Orchestra, A Cappella Nova Choir, Percussion
Ensemble, Middle School Orchestra, Middle School Concert
Band, Junior Concert Band, Years 5 & 6 Strings Junior Big Band,
Clarinet Choir, Years 5 & 6 Choir Senior Orchestra,
Jazz Ensembles, A Cappella Choir.

Bus Routes
Wesley College provides two private school bus
services to the St Kilda Road campus from Essendon
and Williamstown. These services are provided for
families at no cost.
For details about the exact routes, please refer to the
College website: www.wesleycollege.net

Group tours are scheduled throughout the year and take
approximately one and a half hours.
Visitors are given a short overview of the campus by the Head of
Campus and have a chance to talk to the Heads of School and
students as well as being shown around the campus.
Personal tours are also available by request. Please visit the
website at www.wesleycollege.net for the full schedule of tours.

Contact Information
All enrolment enquiries or tour bookings for the St Kilda Road
campus should be directed to the Admissions Ofﬁce on
8102 6108 or skr.admissions@wesleycollege.net
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