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Principal’s Message

Ravenswood	is	a	remarkable	school.	We	offer	a	unique	combination:	quality	
teaching and outstanding academic results; a school that is just the right size, 
small	enough	for	individual	care	but	large	enough	to	offer	choices;	and	a	focus	
on the development of a girl’s character and values in a Christian environment.

We are committed to recruiting the best available teachers who understand 
the individual learning needs of each girl. Indeed, learning is at the heart 
of all that we do – students and teachers alike – and our teachers undertake 
continuing professional learning to support best practice. Our students will need 
to develop the ability to adapt to change, to access information and to critically 
analyse and apply it appropriately. Our approach is to assist girls in learning 
to learn, so that they have the thinking skills, independence and resilience 
required to take their place as adults, making a positive contribution as world 
citizens.

One test of exceptional teaching quality is the academic results. Ravenswood 
students consistently obtain excellent results in a non-selective environment. 
In recent years approximately 50% of our girls have ranked in the top 10% of 
NSW. We focus on helping each student meet her maximum potential and take 
pride in the success of each girl in making the most of her abilities. We are a 
Uniting Church school that accepts students of all faiths. As a community we are 
concerned with the spiritual as well as the personal and academic development 
of our students.

The size of Ravenswood is the most common reason given by parents and girls 
for selecting our school. At around 1100 students, Ravenswood is just the right 
size to enable people in the school – whether they are students, teachers or 
support	staff	–	to	know	each	other,	creating	a	warm	and	personal	feel	and	a	
strong sense of community. Girls have the chance to shine and gain recognition 
in the activities of their choice, and the best academic and developmental 
outcomes are achieved by personalised care and attention. Ravenswood is 
also	large	enough	to	offer	wide	choices	in	co-curricular	activities	spanning	
international exchanges, sport, performing and creative arts, debating and 
public speaking and outdoor education. We are the only school on the Upper 
North	Shore	of	Sydney	currently	offering	two	learning	pathways	for	our	
Senior	School	students:	through	either	the	Higher	School	Certificate	or	the	
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma.

Our school structure of Junior School, Middle School and Senior School is 
designed to tailor the learning to meet the particular needs of students at 
different	stages.	As	Ravenswood	students	progress	through	the	school,	our	
teaching practice, the physical learning spaces and our expectations of students 
create a developmental journey leading toward university and beyond.

Ravenswood	students	leave	school	well	equipped	for	their	future:	as	balanced,	
capable,	confident	and	caring	young	women.

I invite you to join our community and assure you of a warm welcome as we 
work together with you in the education of your daughter.

Vicki Steer
Principal
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Ravenswood is a Uniting Church day and boarding school dedicated to excellence in education for girls and the 
realisation of each student’s potential, providing a balanced curriculum encompassing spiritual, academic, cultural, 
physical and practical areas of learning.

Ravenswood is wholeheartedly committed to the best in education for girls. The school is devoted to the pursuit 
of academic excellence. Each girl is valued for her unique capacity to contribute to the life of the school. A sense 
of self-worth is encouraged by providing an atmosphere in which every girl may reach her individual potential, 
choosing from the many areas of learning and endeavour which the wide range of curricular and co-curricular 
activities provides.

The Ravenswood family is a Christian community in which members are able to contribute in an atmosphere of 
mutual care, respect and encouragement. A willingness to accept responsibility is fostered, and both leadership and 
participation skills are developed through active involvement in all aspects of school life. Girls are provided with 
the foundation for lifelong learning.

The School Motto - semper ad meliora	-	always	towards	better	things	-	affirms	the	School	Philosophy	for	all	
members of the school community.

Guiding Principles
This year Ravenswood launched new Guiding Principles. These provide a framework to guide our day-to–day 
behaviours as a school community. The Guiding Principles are collectively embraced and consistently applied in all 
that we do as individuals and as a school.

Respect – we are fair minded in our thinking 
and actions and foster acceptance, tolerance and 
understanding. We are not afraid of what we do not 
know, and acknowledge and celebrate diversity.

Courage – we have courage of conviction, 
confidence	to	ask	the	hard	questions,	to	be	inquiring	of	
the world and act independently with resilience in the 
face of adversity.

Excellence – we value excellence and the 
fulfilment	of	our	potential	in	study	and	play,	individually	
and in teams, at school and in our community, and in 
local, national and international contexts.

Compassion - we are giving of our time and our 
energy, our emotions and friendships, and we foster 
caring thoughtful relationships. 

Philosophy
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Our Students
There are currently 1060 girls enrolled at Ravenswood. In the Junior School, there is a single class each of 
Kindergarten to Year 3, two classes for Year 4 and three classes for Years 5 and 6. Class numbers start at 18 in 
Kindergarten and grow to 25 in Year 6 – although numbers do vary slightly from year to year.

In Year 7, there are six classes of 25 girls. In senior years classes are often considerably smaller depending on the 
number of students studying a particular subject. Students come from all parts of northern Sydney, as well as rural 
New South Wales and overseas to attend Ravenswood. The school is academically non-selective.

Faith 
Ravenswood is a Uniting Church school where God 
is sought and found in a rich tapestry of daily life. 
Our Christian faith and commitment to gospel values 
underpins all aspects of life at Ravenswood. The 
students have a number of opportunities to explore this 
tradition and explore its contemporary relevance.

Our faith programme, including weekly Chapel services 
which are run by the students, gives all students the 
opportunity to understand and appreciate the traditions 
of Christianity and to gain knowledge of Christian 
beliefs, scriptures and practices.
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Pastoral Care
The recognition of the uniqueness of each individual underpins all that we do at Ravenswood. Accordingly pastoral 
care	structures,	developed	in	response	to	girls’	needs	permeate	the	life	of	the	school	and	are	reflected	in:

•	 The teaching and learning programmes
•	 The rich and vital co-curricular opportunities available to the girls
•	 The structures which support the sense of community at Ravenswood.

An integral part of this are our four Houses – Stuart ,Tudor, Windsor and York. Throughout their school lives, girls 
will play sport within their Houses and be involved in a range of other House activities.

Our	whole	school	approach	to	pastoral	care	is	reflective	of	the	developmental	needs	of	the	students	as	they	
make the transition through the three sections of the school. In addition Ravenswood has a full-time Chaplain, 
the	Reverend	Jon	Humphries,	a	full-time	Counsellor	and	full-time	Careers	Advisor.	These	staff	work	within	existing	
pastoral structures to support the girls.

Junior School 
The	classroom	teacher	is	the	significant	person	overseeing	the	academic	and	pastoral	care	of	each	student.	In	
addition we have in place a range of programmes to support the girls. During their Junior years, girls develop 
friendships across Year Groups through the integrated play sessions at recess and lunch, Better Buddy, Peer Support 
and Year 12 Big Sisters programmes. These provide not only support and role models but also inspiration and a 
sense of belonging to the Ravenswood community. 

Middle School
Pastoral	Care	in	the	Middle	School	is	a	multi-layered	system	of	monitoring,	support	and	guidance	provided	by	staff,	
Mentors, Year Coordinators and Assistant Year Coordinators. The Year Coordinators monitor the academic, social 
and emotional progress for each and every girl. They also design and implement developmentally appropriate 
programmes and structures to complement and support students’ academic learning. Middle schooling at 
Ravenswood allows each student to gain independence and develop her own sense of self-worth.

Senior School
Ravenswood is committed to nurturing the whole person and aims to provide a Pastoral Care Programme to monitor 
individual progress while in Senior School. Each girl is a member of a House Mentor Group which has students 
from Years 10-12. The vertical structure is recognition that the nature of the learning in Years 10-12 should be 
flexible	and	with	a	peer	focus.	The	Senior	School	Pastoral	Care	Programme	focuses	on	the	academic	and	personal	
development of each girl. It is important that each girl knows herself – her strengths, how she learns and how she 
can do better. Emphasis is placed on self-worth, goal setting, study skills and examination technique, resilience and 
leadership. 

Leadership opportunities
There	are	many	different	opportunities	available	to	girls	at	all	levels	within	the	school.	Year	12	commissioned	
leadership	positions	include:	School	Captain,	School	Vice-Captain,	Prefect,	School	Captain	of	Performing	Arts,	
School	Captain	of	Sport	and	School	Vice-Captain	of	Sport,	School	Captain	of	Voice,	House	Captain,	Captain	in	House:	
Dance, Debating, Media and Technology, Music, Social Service, Sport, Boarding Captain and Boarding Vice-Captain, 
Sport	Captain:	Artistic	Gymnastics,	Athletics,	Basketball,	Cricket,	Cross	Country,	Diving,	Equestrian,	Football,	Golf,	
Hockey, Netball, Rhythmic Gymnastics, Snowsports, Softball, Swimming, Tennis, Touch Football, Trampolining and 
Water Polo. 

A Student Representative Council operates for Years 3-12. Elected representatives meet regularly to discuss issues 
and work with the school on matters of interest to students. Co-curricular activities such as REPA (Ravenswood 
Environmental Protection Agency) and Cadets provide further opportunities to students.

Merit System
Students can receive merit points for school work, conduct, citizenship and environment. These points accumulate 
for each girl’s House. Annually, a trophy is awarded to the House with the most points.
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Partnering with Boys’ Schools
There is a variety of opportunities for girls to interact with various boys’ schools throughout their education.  
Opportunities include Years 8 and 9 dances, debating, musicals and the da Vinci Decathlon. Ravenswood works  
with	Knox	Grammar	School	to	offer	co-educational	experiences	through	Cadets,	Cambodia	Immersions,	Australian	
Business Week, dance lessons and performing arts. 

Year 10 Programmes 
Year 10 students participate in three programmes aimed at providing a variety of learning opportunities to engage 
them in ongoing thinking about their future beyond Ravenswood. 

(a) Imagine
The Imagine Programme is a three-day programme under the Careers umbrella. It encompasses resumé writing, 
financial	planning,	career	research,	happiness	and	communication	in	the	workplace,	developing	strengths	as	a	
global citizen, interview skills and dress, and a tertiary visit to Macquarie University, The University of Sydney or 
The University of Technology.

(b) Australian Business Week (ABW)
ABW provides students with a greater understanding of business. Working in groups of approximately 10 
students, under the guidance of an experienced mentor, each group is asked to run a retail company and make 
crucial	decisions	affecting	the	company’s	performance.	The	aim	is	to	be	running	a	successful	company	in	a	very	
competitive marketplace. 

(c) 4 The Future
4 The Future is a two week programme designed to complement the Imagine and Australian Business Week 
programmes. It involves a focus not only on careers but also academic, life and relationship skills. The programme 
encompasses	the	following:	self-defence,	relationship	issues	facing	girls,	pitfalls	of	buying	a	car	and	car	ownership,	
changing car tyres and checking oil, police talk on consequences of poor decisions, basic sewing, basic cooking, 
sleep, relaxation and mindfulness, workshops on resilience and academic skills for successful Stage 6 and IB 
learning.
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Teaching and Learning
‘Learning should not only take us somewhere; it should allow us later to go further more easily.’ (Bruner, 1960)

The	Ravenswood	teaching	staff	is	a	community	of	learners	engaged	in	the	purposeful	design	of	curriculum	
experiences	that	aim	to	provide	opportunities	for	students	to:

•	 Think creatively and imaginatively
•	 Persevere and develop resilience
•	 Understand the ways in which they learn
•	 Develop their individual gifts 
•	 Forge a strong identity while also learning the skills needed to work collaboratively
•	 Engage	with	learning,	and	explore,	reflect	on	and	apply	their	learning
•	 Develop a sense of social justice and respect for diversity.

Our	vision	for	the	learner	is	informed	by	the	International	Baccalaureate	Learner	Profile	and	students	are	on	a	
journey	from	K-12	to	develop	the	following	attributes	which	align	with	the	school’s	Guiding	Principles:	

Our Approach to Learning Spaces
‘A learning space should be able to motivate learners and promote learning as an activity, support collaborative as 
well	as	formal	practice,	provide	a	personalised	and	inclusive	environment,	and	be	flexible	in	the	face	of	changing	
need.’ 

Designing Spaces for Effective Learning: A guide to 21st century learning 
space design
Room design can assist student learning. When learning spaces are designed with the capacity to adapt to 
provide a variety of settings, the learning needs of students can be met with alacrity. Sometimes this will be 
direct instruction in a large group, other times students will be working in small groups, and then other times 
students	will	be	working	individually.	Personalised	learning,	project-based	learning,	flexible	grouping	and	whole	
class	instruction	are	all	enabled	by	spaces	that	are	adaptable	and	can	realise	the	potential	offered	by	seamless	
integration of technology. The vision for learning spaces at Ravenswood has, at its core, learning environments that 
can	be	readily	‘fit	for	purpose’.

•	Open-minded
•	 Knowledgeable
•	 Reflective
•	 Risk-takers

•	Caring
•	 Reflective
•	 Principled
•	Communicators

•	 Principled
•	 Thinkers
•	 Knowledgeable
•	Communicators

•	 Principled
•	Caring
•	 Balanced
•	Open-minded
•	 Inquirers

Guiding Principles and the IB Learner
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Technology
The vision of Ravenswood’s strategic Information Communications Technology plan is to prepare our students for 
a global and digitally connected world in which technology is essential and ubiquitous. Educational technology, 
thoughtfully	and	appropriately	applied	will	enhance	the	learning	experiences	of	students.	Teaching	staff	design	
learning experiences that incorporate technology to facilitate high quality teaching and learning. Technology 
as	a	tool	provides	opportunities	for	differentiation	and	personalised	learning	experiences	that	fully	engage	
students. It also enables a culture of sharing of professional practice among teachers who are able to access a 
wealth of collective expertise and experience. Planned professional development with a focus on improving the 
digital	literacy	of	staff,	equips	them	with	the	confidence	to	model	and	explicitly	teach	positive	digital	citizenship	
competencies to students. 

Students	from	Year	5	use	their	own	device	which	allows	for	flexible,	timely	and	equitable	access	to	technology	and	
digital resources. The concurrent responsibility for their own device provides a platform for students to develop as 
curious,	ethical,	capable	and	confident	creators	and	consumers	of	information.

Junior School
For Kindergarten to Year 6 girls the core subjects of Literacy, Numeracy, Science and Human Society and its 
Environment	(HSIE),	are	differentiated	and	integrated	where	possible.	All	classes	participate	in	an	explicit	Thinking 
Skills programme designed to develop each student’s analytical and deductive thinking. The resources and facilities 
of the whole school are used by Junior School girls.

Curriculum
Kindergarten to Year 6
Teaching and Learning integrates the six Key Learning Areas (KLA)

English
Mathematics
Science and Technology
Human Society and its Environment (HSIE)
Creative and Practical Arts
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)

Specialist teachers provide tuition in Music, Visual Arts, Technology, PDHPE, Religious Education, French and Chinese 
(Mandarin), Speech (Kindergarten – Year 2), Technical Applied Studies (Years 5 and 6).
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Middle School
Middle School students are naturally curious and idealistic. Young people seek separation, independence and a 
sense of self at this stage of their lives, and girls are encouraged to get involved in all aspects of the school, to take 
responsibility for their own learning and to work both collaboratively and independently to develop a lifelong love 
of learning.

All	students	are	encouraged	to	acquire	critical	thinking	skills	and	demonstrate	creativity,	innovation	and	flexibility	
and continuously work towards making decisions and solving problems ethically and collaboratively.

Year 7
Curriculum

English (English and History are taught as part of an integrated curriculum)
History
Mathematics
Science
Geography
Music
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)
Religious Education
Technology
Visual Arts
Two languages chosen from French, German, Latin, Chinese (Mandarin) or Japanese

English/History is integrated and is supported by specialist teachers in Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) and Learning Enrichment.

Year 8
Core Curriculum

English
Mathematics
Science
Geography
History
Music
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)
Religious Education
Technology
Visual Arts

Electives
Students continue the study of their Year 7 languages or undertake the study of one of their Year 7 languages and  
Commerce or History Elective
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Year 9
Core Curriculum

English
Mathematics
Science
Geography
History
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)
Religious Education

Electives
Students may choose three electives from the list below, one of which must be a language that has been studied in 
Years 7 and 8.

Chinese (Mandarin)
Commerce
Design and Technology
Drama
Food Technology
French
German
History Elective
Information and Software Technology
International Studies
Japanese
Latin
Music
Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS)
Textiles Technology
Visual Arts

11
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Senior School
With	a	thirst	for	knowledge	and	learning,	the	final	years	at	Ravenswood	are	filled	with	opportunities	and	challenges	
to	develop	the	skills,	qualifications	and	confidence	of	our	Senior	School	students	to	successfully	embark	on	a	chosen	
future career path and life beyond school.

Year 10
Core Curriculum

English
Mathematics
Science
Geography
History
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)
Religious Education

Electives
Students may choose three electives from

Commerce
Design and Technology
Drama
Food Technology
Information and Software Technology
International Studies
Music
Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS)
Textiles Technology
Visual Arts
Any languages studied in Year 9

By	the	end	of	Year	10,	if	all	course	outcomes	are	satisfied,	students	receive	the	Record	of	School	Achievement	
(RoSA).
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Over 50% (54%) of our students achieved an ATAR* of 90+ which is an outstanding achievement for a non-
selective school.

Percentage of students’ ATAR ranking were as follows:

•	 85 students or 79.4% attained a rank of 80 or above
•	 58 students or 54.2% attained a rank of 90 or above
•	 35 students or 32.7% attained a rank of 95 or above
•	 9 students or 8.4% attained a rank of 99 or above.

Highlights of the IB Results
For	the	IB	Diploma	only,	out	of	22	Ravenswood	students,	five	girls	achieved	a	score	of	40+	with	a	top	score	of	44	
(out of a possible maximum 45), equating to an ATAR of 99.80.

The average IB score for students awarded Diplomas was 36 (ATAR 94.30) - 60% of those students earned scores 
receiving an ATAR greater than 90, with 95% of graduates achieving an ATAR Rank of more than 80 - 45% of 
candidates received Grade 7 (the maximum score for an individual subject) in at least one subject and 40% 
received Grade A in either their Extended Essay or Theory of Knowledge (TOK). 

Scores	were	well	above	the	average	achieved	for	both	Australia	and	the	Asia-Pacific	region.

Years 11 and 12
As	students	enter	Year	11	they	choose	their	final	school	credential	–	the	Higher	School	Certificate	(HSC)	or	the	
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. Both provide the basis for entry to Australian and overseas universities.

The IB Diploma Programme is a two year rigorous course, which is recognised internationally as university 
matriculation,	providing	access	to	tertiary	education	worldwide.	Ravenswood	is	authorised	to	offer	this	Programme	
by the IBO. The holistic approach of the IB Diploma appeals to many students, along with the chance to take 
subjects	not	on	offer	in	the	HSC	such	as	Psychology	and	Social	Anthropology.	The	Programme	is	assessed	both	
internally and externally, culminating in examinations taken at the end of the second year.

The NSW HSC is the highly regarded matriculation credential of the NSW Board of Studies’ Teaching and Educational 
Standards	(BOSTES).	Ravenswood	offers	a	wide	range	of	HSC	subjects	suitable	to	students’	individual	interests	and	
learning needs.

HSC and IB Diploma Course Structure

 International Baccalaureate Diploma  NSW Higher School Certificate

•	 Six academic subjects studied over two years
•	 Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
•	 Extended Essay (EE)
•	 Creativity, Action and Service (CAS), minimum 

150 hours
•	 Mandatory studies in a native language, a  

second language, Individuals and Societies, 
Science and Mathematics

•	 Year	11	Preliminary	course:	subjects	studied	to	
the value of a minimum of twelve units 

•	 Year	12	HSC	course:	a	minimum	of	four	 
subjects, studied to a minimum value of ten 
units with mandatory study in English

Class of 2013 Results
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Highlights of the HSC cohort
Each	year	the	office	of	the	NSW	Board	of	Studies	identifies	students	who	have	achieved	all-round	excellence	
in the HSC. These are students who appear on the Distinguished Achievers List for courses totalling a 
minimum of 10 units. Seven students were successful in being placed on the HSC All Round-Achievers List.

The	Top	Achievers	List	identifies	students	who	have	achieved	one	of	the	top	places	in	each	HSC	course.	Four	
students	were	placed	in	the	top	positions	in	the	State	in	courses:	5th	place	in	Legal	Studies;	4th	place	in	
Community and Family Studies; 2nd place in Biology; and 7th place in Ancient History.

The	NSW	Board	of	Studies	identified	60	Ravenswood	girls	as	‘Distinguished	Achievers’.	These	girls	achieved	a	
mark of 90 or more out of 100 in a 2 unit course or a mark of 45 or more out of 50 in an Extension course. 

In the published Distinguished Achievers List, Ravenswood girls featured 157 times out of a total of 571 
examinations sat, showing 33% of our students attained results in the highest band. 

With 40 mentions on the Distinguished Achievers List in Mathematics, General Mathematics, Mathematics 
Extension 1 and Mathematics Extension 2, 42% of our girls’ results were in the highest band. 

Ravenswood achieved the highest rank for an Independent girls’ school in NSW for Mathematics.

In English, 21 mentions on the Distinguished Achievers List in English (Advanced), English as a Second 
Language, English Extension 1 and English Extension 2 meant that 20% of our girls’ results were in the highest 
band.

Outstanding performances in HSC Music and HSC Drama are showcased through ENCORE and OnSTAGE 
respectively. Five girls were nominated for ENCORE and one for OnSTAGE. 

Other highlights in the HSC results include:
•	 all of the girls who studied Music 1, Music 2 and Latin Continuers obtained a result in band 6 (i.e. 90 

or above out of 100)
•	 all of the girls who studied Music Extension obtained a result in band E4 (i.e. 45 or above out of 50)
•	 all of the girls who studied Community and Family Studies, French Continuers, Legal Studies and 

Visual Arts  obtained a result in band 5 or band 6 (i.e. 80 or above out of 100).

Ravenswood is delighted by the achievements of all its students who have attained results of which they can 
be justly proud.

*   The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank, or ATAR, is a percentile awarded to students by application 
for undergraduate entry into university programmes upon completion of Year 12 in all Australian 
states except Queensland. The maximum rank attainable is 99.95. Both the HSC and IB scores can be 
converted to an ATAR ranking.
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Learning Enrichment
Staff	in	the	Learning	Enrichment	Department	work	with	students	across	the	school,	from	Kindergarten	to	
Year 12. Learning Support is available to help students establish and build upon their knowledge, skills and 
understanding.	Learning	Support	focuses	on	literacy	and	numeracy	and	is	offered	in-class	as	well	as	in	a	group	
or	one-to-one	setting.	Extension	and	Enrichment	is	also	offered	across	the	school.	Students	focus	on	developing	
their understanding and application of knowledge and skills learnt, with the aim to develop independence as 
the students are challenged to move beyond the expected and always towards better things.  

Junior School
There are many forms of enrichment available to students in the Junior School. These include

•	 Debating
•	 Chess
•	 Future Problem Solving
•	 Tournament of Minds
•	 da Vinci Decathalon
•	 Maths Olympiad
•	 Maths Challenge
•	 National Mythology examination
•	 Practical work carried out in the Science labs in Years 5 and 6
•	 Extension Literacy and Numeracy groupings
•	 Creative Writing group
•	 Newspaper group
•	 Extension in Music
•	 Writing competitions

Middle and Senior School
Similarly	there	are	many	forms	of	enrichment	available	to	Middle	School	students:

•	 Auditioned ensembles
•	 da Vinci Decathalon
•	 Maths Challenge
•	 Maths Olympiad
•	 Creative Writing group
•	 Write-a-Book-in-a-Day
•	 Writing competitions 
•	 A facilitated online course in Practical Ethics
•	 Debating
•	 Public Speaking
•	 Opportunities to be involved in Social Justice activities
•	 Flexible enrichment and extension groupings in Year 7 English/History and Year 8 English
•	 Extension Maths classes from Years 7-10
•	 Streamed English classes from Year 9
•	 National Mythology and Latin Examinations
•	 ICAS Science Examination

Maths Help 
Maths teachers are available in the Learning Resources Centre (LRC) after school two afternoons per week to 
assist students with any help they may need. 
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Boarding
The Ravenswood Residential College is contemporary in design and creates a welcoming, boutique boarding 
experience	for	students	in	Years	10-12.	The	Residential	College	accommodates	up	to	32	students	and	offers	state-
of-the-art technology. Students can choose from three residential options, Full Boarding, Weekly Boarding and Short 
Stay Boarding.

The Ravenswood Residential College provides a homely, safe and caring environment for Boarders. All the facilities 
of home are provided for our students throughout the school term. Due to the close proximity to school, girls are 
able to participate in many school activities which require early morning and late evening involvement without 
significantly	affecting	the	time	they	can	spend	on	their	studies.

Some of the Global Exchange Programme students from overseas also stay in the Residential College. These cultural 
exchanges provide a wonderful opportunity for our girls to learn about cultures of the world.

Beyond the Classroom
There is a broad range of co-curricular activities for students; in addition there is a rich programme of curricular 
related activities available for a fee. At Ravenswood we believe that academic achievement is only one aspect of 
fulfilling	the	education	of	the	individual.	We	place	importance	on	student	involvement	in	the	broader	life	of	the	
school. To entice participation and address the wide interests of our students, an extensive and dynamic  
co-curricular programme encompasses girls across the years.

Camp Programme
Personal growth and development take place in many ways. Our carefully planned sequential Camps Programme, 
commencing in Year 3, facilitates and encourages self-reliance, teamwork, leadership, initiative and responsibility 
through the challenges of experiential learning and new adventures. Working as a team member develops an 
enhanced value of self and others. A range of individual challenges and opportunities to take measured personal 
risks	are	offered	to	students	in	a	scaffolded	set	of	developmentally	appropriate	ways.	The	‘challenge	by	choice’	and	
supportive spirit of the Camp Programme often sees students achieve personal goals they could not previously have 
imagined.
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Co-Curricular Activity

Performing Arts
Girls can participate in the performing arts as co-curricular activities or curriculum-related activities in Dance, 
Drama, Music, Speech and Communication and as a member of the school’s Tech Team.

Dance
The Dance Programme is relatively new and continues to expand and develop with student numbers increasing year 
on year.

As a co-curricular activity, Junior School dancers perform in the annual Junior Dance Festival and are given the 
opportunity to audition solo and small group performances. Secondary School dancers perform at the annual Dance 
Festival held at The Concourse, Chatswood.

In order to provide an avenue for elite dancers to demonstrate their talents, Ravenswood has recently introduced 
two Dance companies. These companies represent Ravenswood at a variety of events such as Eisteddfods and 
showcases throughout Sydney and are an audition only selection of students.

This year girls will be provided with an opportunity to select Dance for the HSC and IB. The future for Dance at 
Ravenswood will see further development of both the curricular and co-curricular Dance programmes. 

Drama
There	is	an	extensive	offering	of	co-curricular	opportunities	through	all	forms	of	dramatic	productions.	Many	
productions	are	Year	Group	specific	allowing	suitable	repertoire	for	particular	age	groups.	Each	curricular	Drama	
class	has	performance	opportunities	throughout	the	year.	Drama	Club	is	offered	as	a	curriculum-related	subject	
for girls in Years 4–9 and provides students an additional experience to complement and enhance their curricular 
Drama.

Music
The	co-curricular	programme	provides	an	extensive	offering	of	ensemble	experiences	with	weekly	rehearsals	
and numerous performance opportunities throughout the year. There are choirs, bands, orchestras and chamber 
ensembles	open	to	all	Year	Groups.	A	diverse	range	of	music	genres	is	offered	with	several	ensembles	requiring	
auditions to allow more challenging repertoire to be performed. Tuition, through curriculum-related subjects, is 
offered	for	all	music	instruments	and	voice.	
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Debating
Debating has a long tradition at Ravenswood. It is important in developing the skills of logical thinking and reasoned 
argument. Girls have an opportunity to participate at either competitive or social levels and develop lifelong skills. 
Ravenswood	competes	in	three	prestigious,	inter-school	debating	competitions:	the	Independent	Schools	Debating	
Association (ISDA), the Archdale Debating Competition and the Independent Primary School Heads of Australia 
(IPSHA) Debating Competition. Coaching of teams is provided by Old Girls experienced in debating competitions 
and coaches from university debating societies. House Debating provides an opportunity for enjoyable debating 
challenges inspired by a strong sense of House spirit. Girls from Years 5-12 are eligible to represent Ravenswood in 
Debating competitions.

Ravenswood students love debating and public speaking. Our students compete in a range of debating competitions 
in both Junior and Secondary School. Since 2010 Ravenswood has had students in the Australian team who 
have competed internationally at the World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championship. In 2013 a 
Ravenswood student became the World Champion After-Dinner Speaker and this year another student will compete 
in Lithuania.  

For the past two years students have made it to the Rostrum ‘Voice of Youth’ State Final and last year we had a 
state	finalist	in	the	Lions’	Club	Youth of the Year public speaking competition.

Speech and Communication
Students	become	naturally	self-assured	and	confident	communicators	as	they	develop	effective	public	speaking	
and	debating	skills	in	a	fun-filled	graded	programme	available	as	a	curriculum-related	activity.	From	mime	and	
improvisation to storytelling and information reports, formal persuasive speaking and  extemporised impromptu 
speaking,  to conducting a discussion with the audience on a current media issue students are prepared for the 
Australian Speech Communication Association (ASCA) examinations leading to the Diploma of Communication – 
Dip Comm [ASCA]. This is a tertiary accreditation preparing the student for professional presentations, business 
meetings and interviews. The ‘Communication through Performance’ syllabus also leads to the Diploma and has 
a drama focus. All public speaking and drama presentations are performed in front of a small audience of fellow 
students and parents. Students are also prepared for eisteddfodau, public speaking competitions and examinations 
conducted	by	the	Australian	Speech	Communication	Association	(ASCA	-	affiliated	with	the	English	Speaking	Board),	
the Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB) and Trinity Guildhall London.  

Tech Team
The Girls in Black (GIB) Tech Team supports the Performing Arts Department by providing technical services for 
productions and events throughout the school year. A safe and friendly environment provides the girls with an 
opportunity to learn new skills, make new friends and have a fun and rewarding experience.

GIB learn all aspects of theatrical production including sound, lighting and stage management during lunchtime 
training sessions. A commitment to productions instils a sense of responsibility, teamwork and satisfaction.

Theatresports®
Fun-filled	action	as	girls	do	battle	in	improvised	drama	games.

Just like the stars of Thank God You’re Here and Whose Line Is It Anyway? the girls make it up as they go along. 
They	get	to	have	fun,	make	new	friends	and	build	their	confidence.

Girls even get a chance to represent Ravenswood in the Theatresports® Schools Challenge Finals to be held at the 
Enmore Theatre.

Girls do not need to be great actors; all they need is energy, enthusiasm and a fun-loving spirit.
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Sport
At Ravenswood our philosophy for sport is to promote physical activity to all girls within our community and provide 
opportunities for participation no matter the level of skill of the student. Sport should be fun as well as competitive 
and facilitate friendships beyond the classroom.

Many sporting opportunities are available to Junior School and Secondary School girls ranging from being active 
through	to	elite	level	sporting	activities.	These	include:

•	 House sport
•	 Independent Primary School Heads of Australia (IPSHA) (Junior School) and Independent Girls’ Schools’ Sports 

Association (IGSSA) (Secondary School)
•	 Fitness sessions in the Strength and Conditioning Centre
•	 Curriculum-related lessons for swimming, diving, tennis, artistic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics, golf and 

trampolining.

House sport includes swimming, diving, rowing, athletics, cross country, softball, tennis, basketball, football, 
hockey, netball, gymnastics, touch football, cricket and water polo. These activities are hotly contested at the 
House school carnivals and competition afternoons during activities at Ravenswood and instil a very strong sense of 
pride and school spirit amongst the girls.

Saturday Morning Sport 
On Saturday mornings our teams participate in IPSHA and IGSSA sport. These sports are graded competitions and 
girls	are	selected	into	teams	based	on	their	level	of	skill,	fitness	and	game	knowledge.	Teams	train	once	per	week	
under	the	direction	of	a	qualified	and	experienced	coach.	Secondary	School	girls	selected	in	the	Senior	and	Junior	
Firsts teams are required to train twice per week. Students from these teams who excel can trial for representative 
teams for IPSHA, IGSSA, New South Wales Combined Independent Schools (NSWCIS) and NSW All Schools.

Other representative opportunities are available to girls participating in the curriculum-related sports programmes. 
The	Ravenswood	Swimming	Club	continues	to	grow	in	numbers	and	offers	girls	the	chance	to	compete	at	Club,	
Regional,	State	and	National	events.	This	pathway	is	also	on	offer	through	club	linkages	for	artistic	and	rhythmic	
gymnastics, diving and athletics. 

Junior School Sport 
Junior	School	students	at	Ravenswood	may	choose	from	the	following	sports:

•	 Football (Soccer)
•	 Softball/Modball/Teeball
•	 Minkey Hockey
•	 Netball
•	 Tennis
•	 Kanga Cricket
•	 Touch Football

Other	sporting	activities	open	to	Junior	School	students	include:

•	 Athletics
•	 Cross Country
•	 Diving
•	 Equestrian
•	 Gymnastics (Artistic)
•	 Gymnastics (Rhythmic)
•	 Snowsports
•	 Swimming 
•	 Tennis
•	 House sport
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Secondary School Sport
Secondary	School	students	at	Ravenswood	may	choose	from	the	following	sports:

•	 Athletics
•	 Basketball
•	 Cricket
•	 Cross Country
•	 Diving
•	 Equestrian
•	 Football (Soccer)
•	 Golf
•	 Gymnastics (Artistic)
•	 Gymnastics (Rhythmic)
•	 Hockey
•	 Netball
•	 Rowing
•	 Snowsports
•	 Softball
•	 Swimming
•	 Tennis
•	 Touch Football
•	 Trampolining
•	 Water Polo

Curriculum Related Programmes
Lessons	are	available	for	the	following	sports	through	the	curriculum-related	offerings	each	term:

•	 Diving
•	 Golf
•	 Gymnastics (Artistic)
•	 Gymnastics (Rhythmic)
•	 Rowing
•	 Swimming
•	 Tennis
•	 Trampolining
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Special Interest Activities

Cadets 
Ravenswood	is	the	first	girls’	school	on	Sydney’s	North	
Shore	to	offer	Cadets	to	its	students	from	Years	8–12.	
Girls can join the unit in Term 4 of Year 8 and continue 
with the programme until term 2 of Year 12.

Joining forces with the Knox Grammar Cadet Unit, 
Ravenswood can maintain the integrity of a girls’ school 
and continue to advocate girls’ education in a single-
sex school, but at the same time give scope outside the 
classroom to develop social skills with boys, leadership 
skills, social service skills and outdoor skills.

Chess Club
Chess Club is open to all girls in the school. The 
emphasis is on friendly competition and improving play.

Community Involvement 
The Year 11 Community Involvement programme 
is designed to provide a service to the community 
in	an	effort	to	address	genuine	needs	whilst	at	the	
same time raise awareness of the less fortunate 
members of our community. It is an avenue for the 
girls to give something back to the wider community. 
The programme is voluntary, with the girls donating 
their	time	to	assist	different	charities.	There	are	
opportunities for leadership within the charities that 
the programme supports. Some of the charities that 
the	girls	support	are:	Legacy,	The	Cancer	Council, The 
Salvation Army, Wesley Mission and 40 Hour Famine. 
In addition to supporting charities, the girls visit Sir 
Eric Woodward Memorial School, donate blood at the 
Chatswood Blood Bank, sing Christmas Carols and 
organise donations of Christmas gifts for residents of 
Horton House. 

Community Problem Solving
A programme where students working with a teacher/
coach apply the problem-solving process they have 
learned to real-life problems within a community. 
Reports of problem-solving projects are evaluated and 
the top 15% are invited to the Finals. After extensive 
team	interviews,	winners	of	different	age	divisions	
receive invitations to attend the International FPS 
Conference.

Crusaders (CRU)
Crusaders is the Christian group which meets for Bible 
study,	discussion,	reflection,	prayer,	music,	food,	art,	
craft and games. Two groups meet within the school 
– one in K-6, which is teacher-led, and another in 
Years 7-12, which is led by Senior School students with 
guidance and support from committed teachers.
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme inspires many students from the age of 14 to step out of their comfort zone 
and discover their potential. Students are introduced to the rigours and expectations of planning and participating 
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition at the Year 9 Camp. As well as the expeditions, students can choose 
from	a	huge	variety	of	skills,	physical	activities	and	community	service	to	fulfil	all	four	sections	of	the	award.

Future Problem Solving
In	this	international	programme	students	learn	to	address	complex	scientific	and	social	problems	of	the	future	
through the use of a creative and comprehensive thinking process. The process challenges students to apply 
information they have acquired through research to some of the most complex issues facing society. They are asked 
to think, to make decisions and in some instances to carry out their solutions. Initially the content is set 20 to 50 
years in the future and the students respond to the issues in the form of a 1500 word scenario.

Language Clubs
The Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française (DELF) Club for Middle and Senior School students of French meets 
fortnightly in the Senior Languages Centre to prepare for the external DELF examinations which are held twice a 
year at the Alliance Française de Sydney. In addition to this club, all Years 8-12 students studying French, German, 
Japanese, Chinese and Spanish are eligible to enrol in After School Conversation Classes (subject to availability), for 
half-an-hour a week per semester with a native speaker. 

Model United Nations (MUNA)
MUNA is an interactive and fun opportunity for students to debate global issues and to develop and use skills of 
research and public speaking. There are opportunities to participate with schools from around Sydney, Australia 
and the world in a simulated environment that mirrors the great debates of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Students debate global issues from the perspectives of the nations they are representing, respecting and tolerating 
differences	of	race,	religion	and	nationalism	whilst	retaining	their	own	individualism	and	the	best	of	their	national	
traditions.

Ravenswood Environmental Protection Agency (REPA)
The aim of the student group REPA is to raise awareness of environmental issues and to foster the realisation that 
each of us is able to make a positive impact on the environment through our day-to-day actions.

REPA	has	student	representatives	from	Years	2-12	and	a	staff	facilitator.	The	group	meets	regularly	to	discuss,	plan	
and	organise	initiatives	within	the	Ravenswood	community	that	support	and	reflect	environmental	sustainability.	
Some initiatives of REPA include the promotion of reusing and recycling through encouraging rubbish-free lunches, 
the	sale	of	refillable	water	bottles	and	Keep	Cups	and	a	chilled	water	dispenser	to	discourage	the	one-off	use	of	
plastic bottles. Funds raised also facilitate the student body supporting environmental causes such as the ongoing 
sponsorship of an orphaned orangutan.

Ravenswood Legal Association (RLA)
The	RLA	is	a	group	of	Senior	School	students	who	are	interested	in	legal	issues	and	how	they	affect	individuals	
and the community. They seek to engage with the legal profession to bring some of these issues to life for school-
aged students, by inviting into the school, lawyers, barristers, judges and representatives of NGOs who share their 
experiences. The girls learn that it is not all as it seems on television shows! Many of the students involved in the 
Association have gone on to pursue a legal career.
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Social Justice Team
The	Social	Justice	team	comprises	a	group	of	students	from	Year	9	who	wish	to	make	a	difference	in	the	world.	
Students meet weekly to focus on issues of oppression, privilege and social inequalities. The team’s activities 
include raising awareness about these inequalities and supporting organisations.

The Student Representative Council (SRC)
The Student Representative Council (SRC) is the voice of the students. Students from Years 3-12 are nominated and 
voted to represent their Year Group at regular SRC meetings which are held with members of the school Leadership 
Team. These representatives are mentored to further develop their leadership and communication skills. The 
Council raises issues that are of concern to the students and discusses ways in which these issues can be addressed. 
Review of access hours of school facilities, RU OK Day morning tea, World Teacher’s Day thank you cards and a 
handball court are just a few of the areas of the school that have been enhanced due to the work of the SRC.

Visual Arts Tuition
Private	tuition	is	offered	in	the	following	curriculum-related	subjects:

Darkroom Photography, Digital Photography, Videography, Junior School General Art, Drawing and Ceramics. These 
courses for Years 4-12 are popular and rewarding. The focus of each class is to establish skills in these specialised 
media areas whilst enabling students to learn in a fun and relaxed atmosphere. Over the past years, specialist 
advanced skills classes have been established in both darkroom photography and digital photography. In this way, classes 
are	able	to	cater	for	the	more	specific	needs	of	students	who	have	undertaken	the	courses	over	a	period	of	years.

Global Experience Programme
Ravenswood has established student exchange programmes with schools in Canada, China, England, France, 
Germany, Japan, New Zealand and the USA. Students in Year 10 have the opportunity to apply for exchange to any 
of these schools and host their international ‘sisters’ at Ravenswood.

International and National Experiences
Students have the opportunity to undertake global programmes that may take them anywhere from Central 
Australia to Europe, South America or Asia. Many of these programmes combine the cultural experience of global 
travel with an outreach component allowing the students to see beyond their own world and truly understand their 
place in a global society. Previous experiences have included trips to Central Australia with a focus on indigenous 
studies and understanding, a trip to Peru helping with the construction of a classroom in a village, a European Tour 
with a cross-curriculum focus of history, language and culture and a trip to Cambodia which involves interacting 
closely with the local community. This is an activity conducted jointly with Knox Grammar School.
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Our Facilities
Ravenswood is centrally located in Gordon. Located on 
its original site since 1901, Ravenswood has progressively 
expanded. With the school’s facilities located on one 
campus, interaction across the Year Groups, from 
Kindergarten to Year 12, continues as an appealing 
advantage.

Mabel Fidler Building 
Opened in 2011, the Mabel Fidler Building is the hub 
of the school, meeting the diverse needs of the school 
community by providing spaces for formal and informal 
learning,	staff	and	student	lounges,	a	cafeteria,	
specialist performing arts spaces and school reception 
and administration. The Learning Resources Centre (LRC) 
for students K-12 is the primary facility and its visibility 
– right at the main entrance to the school – asserts that 
learning is our focus. 

The Centenary Centre 
Our Performing Arts and Music facility is a 362 seat 
auditorium, with a generous proscenium arch stage, two 
spacious	dressing	rooms,	control	room,	box	office,	large	
foyer space, an Assembly Hall and a commercial kitchen. 
The Centenary Centre is capable of staging professional 
full scale musicals, plays, conferences and concerts and 
is used heavily for school performances and events.

Extensive Multi-Purpose Complex 
Heated pool, gymnasium, Strength and Conditioning 
Centre	and	athletics	field	are	also	on	the	campus.

Ravenswood Centre for Science
Ravenswood has a Master Plan for future development.  
The current initiative is the Ravenswood Centre for 
Science. Design work is underway for the development 
of a new science precinct in the school. With work set 
to commence in mid 2014, the precinct will include 
state-of-the-art	technology	and	scientific	equipment	
to provide even greater opportunities to the students 
of Ravenswood, not only helping their learning but to 
promote science as a pathway to further education.
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Community Involvement at Ravenswood

Ravenswood Parents’ Association (RPA)
Ravenswood has a very active Parents’ Association. Parents meet regularly with the primary focus being the building 
of a strong sense of community through a variety of ‘friendraising’ and fundraising activities. This provides an avenue 
for continued support between the school and the parent community. Many parents develop friendships that last a 
lifetime as a result of their involvement with the school. Ravenswood prides itself on its sense of community and 
parents	are	invited	to	participate	to	the	extent	which	they	are	able.	Volunteer	opportunities	include:	being	a	RPA	Class	
Parent; joining the RPA committee; organising the Ravenswood Fair; sporting events; organising social events; the 
Ravenswood Prayer Group and Meals Made With Love for members of the school community enduring hardship due to 
loss of a loved one or serious illness.

Alumni
Our alumni network is very active and is an integral part of the school community. We are delighted that alumni are 
increasingly enrolling their daughters and granddaughters at Ravenswood.

Alumni	can:
•	 Join the Ravenswood Old Girls’ Union (ROGU)
•	 Receive the biannual Semper magazine and contribute to the alumni pages
•	 Receive regular updates of alumni functions and opportunities
•	 Attend and/or organise reunions locally, in country areas, interstate or overseas
•	 Become a Careersearch or ABW mentor and provide valuable careers advice to students
•	 Donate memorabilia to our Archives
•	 Participate in biennial functions for the women of Ravenswood and other gala events
•	 Join our LinkedIn community
•	 Join our Facebook community www.facebook.com/ravenswoodschool
•	 Enrol their daughters at Ravenswood and the application fee will be waived.

Ravenswood Old Girls’ Union (ROGU)
The Ravenswood Old Girls’ Union (ROGU) was established in 1908 by founding Principal, Mabel Fidler. ROGU is an 
Old Girls network and membership is open to all alumni. Ravenswood Old Girls are a remarkable group of women 
formed over the past 100 years. We are proud of our Old Girls, who have been active in varied occupations including 
business, law, medicine, health services, charity, sport, adventure, the performing arts, the arts, media and the 
essential role of mother and care giver. In addition one former student is a Rhodes Scholar. One past student from 
ROGU is appointed biennially as a member of the School Council. 

The	Union	offers:

•	 Fellowship within the Ravenswood family, past and present
•	 The opportunity to renew and continue friendships
•	 Avenues to continue supporting Ravenswood now and into the future
•	 Social events for alumni
•	 An annual ROGU scholarship for a student in Years 11 and 12.

The Ravenswood Foundation
The	Ravenswood	Foundation	was	formed	in	1991	to	assist	in	securing	the	financial	future	of	the	school	and	to	
support Ravenswood in its dedication to excellence in education for girls. Representatives of the Old Girls’ Union 
and the Ravenswood Parents’ Association work together with the Foundation Board. Like many independent schools, 
Ravenswood school fees are used to pay for the operating costs and do not include a levy for the use of school 
assets or provide capital for major projects or upgrades. 

Fidler Fellowship
The	Fidler	Fellowship	has	been	established	to	acknowledge	and	honour	in	their	lifetime,	those	who	offer	a	financial	
commitment to Ravenswood through a Bequest. 
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Frequently Asked Questions

Uniform Centre 
The complete Ravenswood school uniform is available from the on-site Uniform Shop.  

Please refer to the school website for opening hours.

Canteen and Coffee Shop
The	Canteen	provides	healthy	and	affordable	food	for	students	in	accordance	with	healthy	eating	principles.	All	hot	
and cold food is freshly prepared on the premises each day.

Canteen is open from 7.30am-4.00pm Monday to Friday.

Health Care Unit
The	Health	Care	Unit	is	staffed	with	a	Registered	Nurse	and	operates	from	8.00am-4.00pm	Monday	to	Friday.	

Communication 
The	main	methods	the	school	uses	to	communicate:

Students
•	 Classroom teacher (Junior School only)
•	 Daily Student Bulletin – read out to students in Period 1
•	 Noticeboard (located witin the school campus) – each Year Group for Years 7-11 has a noticeboard with items 

of interest, concerning daily and upcoming events
•	 Digital noticeboards are also located in the Mabel Fidler Building, Mabel’s Café and Middle School Learning 

Studio
•	 School Portal – main sources of information.

Parents
•	 School Newsletter is emailed every Thursday (during term time)
•	 School Portal
•	 Email. 

Transport
Ravenswood	is	conveniently	located	at	Gordon,	just	five	minutes’	walk	from	Gordon	train	station.

Ravenswood has a private bus service operating to and from the Northern Beaches each school day both morning 
and afternoon. Our bus is clearly branded as Ravenswood, has seatbelts and is air-conditioned. The bus provides a 
reliable service from Harbord to Mona Vale and through Terrey Hills on to the school.

A separate private school bus service operates in the mornings from Lane Cove through Castle Cove to Roseville.



Visit us
Check our website www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au for 
details of tour dates.

Ravenswood School for Girls
Henry Street, Gordon 2072
+612	9498	9898
enrol@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
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