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The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School (Mac.Rob), one of the finest schools in Victoria, is a government selective 
entry school for girls in Years 9 to 12. The school has a long and distinguished history of academic excellence 
in girls’ education and has established itself as the highest achieving school in the VCE in Victoria but it is also 
a place which nurtures young women to achieve their personal best. Many past and present students have 
experienced a sense of joy at finding themselves at Mac.Rob among like-minded young women, women who 
are not afraid to be clever and who unashamedly seek to be high achievers. The culture is unique in this. There 
is a tremendous camaraderie and support for each other among the girls.

Our broad curriculum which includes a large instrumental music and ensemble program is complemented 
by the opportunity to compete in a range of subject and other competitions. There is also a huge range of 
co-curricular programs and interest groups which are mostly student run and include political interest groups, 
community service, cultural activities, drama and debating as some of the opportunities for involvement.

The leadership skills of our students are nurtured at Mac.Rob and there are many leadership training opportunities 
offered in a variety of fields, some leading to overseas travel, others involve academic mentoring and all 
leading to formative experiences for students who will go on to take their places as leaders in our society. 
Mac.Rob is a very busy place offering lots of opportunities to our talented students to develop their leadership, 
teamwork and communication skills and to have fun doing so.

What’s  
so  

special about  
Mac.Rob?
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‘SCHOOL PARTY TO ADELAIDE 1924’

Our history  
and traditions 

The school has a prestigious history, tracing its origins to the establishment of 
the first Victorian State Secondary School in 1905.  In 1912 it became known 
as the Melbourne High School which separated into two single sex schools 
in 1927 – Melbourne Boys’ High School and Melbourne Girls’ High School.  
In 1934, due to a generous grant from the chocolate entrepreneur,  
Sir MacPherson Robertson, a new school was built for the girls on the current 
site and became known as The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School. This original 
1934 Kings Way building is now heritage listed and recognised as one of the 
most outstanding examples of Art Deco architecture in Australia.  

Life at the school is enriched by its traditions, such as the Latin School Song  and 
the influence of ancient Greek mythology on the choice of the school emblem, 
Pallas Athena, and the House names; Dryads, Naiads, Nereids and Oreads.  
All girls belong to one of the four Houses and participate enthusiastically in 
House competitions, such as chorals, drama and sport.  
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Academic 
performance 
Mac.Rob’s exceptional record of academic performance is 
evident in students’ VCE results, the culmination of four years 
of quality education. The data shows that Mac.Rob adds 
substantially to the academic potential indicated by our 
students when they enter the school.  An increasing number 
of girls are achieving VCE results in the top 1% of the state. 
Most recently 17.6% of students achieved an ENTER over 
99, making Mac.Rob the top school in the state for the 7th 
successive year. 85.5% of our Year 12 students achieved an 
ENTER above 90. The significance of this is that our girls are 
offered the tertiary course of their choice and therefore the 
career of their choice. 

School location & facilities
Close to the CBD and in an attractive parkland 
setting adjacent to Albert Park Lake, the 
school offers an outstanding environment for 
the delivery of its programs. High quality, 
purpose built facilities include the learning 
resource centre, theatre, gymnasium, science 
and computer laboratories, music technology 
laboratory, school canteen, and Year 12 
Common Room. Extensive ICT facilities include 
access to networked computers in all classrooms 
and the use of electronic whiteboards as a 
learning tool in all subject areas. The school 
is easily accessible by public transport. Our 

students are advantaged by the school’s proximity to Melbourne’s cultural and sporting precincts, 
tertiary institutions and cosmopolitan atmosphere. 



Our Curriculum
Mac.Rob offers a curriculum which clearly reflects 
its emphasis on academic rigour as well as the 
commitment to breadth of learning. Humanities, 
Languages, the Visual and Performing Arts, Health 
and Physical Education flourish alongside the study of 
Mathematics and the Sciences. Provision for gifted and 
talented students is an essential part of the curriculum. 

Middle school
Years 9 and 10

A strong core program is  based on the Victorian  
Essential Learning Standards. In addition, an exciting 

range of innovative and stimulating elective studies 
include Philosophy, Robotics, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Scheme, Creative Writing and Sport Education. There 
is an emphasis on teaching students to become self- 
directed, lifelong learners through the Year 9 Information 
Literacy Program and the Year 9 Independent Learning 
Project. A Mathematics Acceleration Program is  
available from Year 9 onwards.  All Year 10 students  
study a unit of VCE History and Geography in the 
core curriculum. Year 10 students may also include an 
additional VCE or VET study in their elective program. 

Senior school
Years 11 and 12

An extensive range of VCE subjects, including 
VET studies, is offered in the Senior School – 
26 at Unit 1/2 level, and 36 at Unit 3/4 level 
in 2009. This breadth includes some studies 
not commonly offered – Renaissance History, 
Philosophy, English Language, Environmental 

Science and four different LOTEs. 
Subject acceleration, including 
university enhancement, is 
available for students of high 
ability. Year 11 students with 
sound study skills and academic 
achievement are encouraged 
to include either one or two 
Year 12 level subjects in 
their course. These students, 
the majority of Year 11, are 
able to choose from most 
Units 3/4 subjects and 
enjoy great success in 
their studies. 

Co-curricular
Program

Beyond the classroom, Sport, Music, Drama, 
Debating and Public Speaking are major areas 
of involvement for the students as well as the huge 
range of student clubs and special interest groups. 
There is a strong culture of participation and 
achievement in all areas of the school program 
which gives daily meaning to our mission of 
creating an ‘intellectually vibrant community’.

Excellence in Music is a source of pride for the 
school. All students are actively involved 

in the Music program and are 
provided with many opportunities 
to participate in public performances at 
local, state and national levels. Students 
can enrol for individual instrumental lessons 
at the school, with specialist teachers, who 

have experience at VCE and tertiary level 
and in AMEB examinations.

Annual sporting and leadership 
exchanges are held with our two 
interstate sister schools, Adelaide 
High and Sydney Girls High School. 

Overseas study trips and language 
exchanges with sister schools in France, 
Germany and Japan connect students 
with the international community. The 
school is recognised internationally for 
best practice in the education of gifted 
and high performing girls and is visited 
regularly by educators from overseas.



Students’ talents, efforts and 
achievements are rewarded in 
an environment which fosters 
mutual respect, personal 
integrity and a strong sense 
of self-worth. True to its motto, 
‘Potens Sui’ (mastery of self), 
the school adheres to a code 
of conduct based on self – 
discipline and responsibility 
to oneself and others. 
There is a strong work 
ethos and classrooms 
are collaborative, 
inclusive and focussed 
on learning. An 
outstanding aspect of  
the school is the care 

and support students show for each other.  
Our students delight in each other’s success. 

All new students are supported by an extensive 
transition program, which includes peer support 
and transport buddies. A high level of pastoral care 
is provided by the sub-school structure and trained 
welfare staff. All students receive comprehensive 
careers counselling and orientation programs for VCE 
as well as tertiary entrance. Civic responsibility and 
community involvement are encouraged through the 
school’s social service program. 

Our learning 
environment

Entry to Mac.Rob
Mac.Rob is the only government selective entry 
girls’ school in Victoria. Girls in the second year of 
secondary schooling at government or non-government 
schools, who are either Australian citizens or who 
have permanent resident status, are eligible to sit the 
entrance examination.

Students who undertake the entrance examination 
are ranked according to their aggregate score.  
To be considered for selection a student must reach 

an acceptable standard in all parts of the entrance 
examination as well as fall within the 5% Rule, where no 
more than 5% of a school’s Year 8 enrolment can gain 
entrance to The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School, 
Melbourne High School and the two new select entry 
schools.

85% of places are allocated according to rank 
score with a further 10% filled through an Equity  
Consideration. The remaining 5% of places are 
allocated under the Principal’s Discretionary Category.

School  
tours and  

information evenings

School tours and information evenings for prospective 
parents are organised during the first semester. For 
further information please contact the Registrar on:

03 9820 0788 
or visit www.macrob.vic.edu.au


