WEEKEND
AWAY

MAY 24 - 26 | 2019

SITE MAP

NAME:

WELCOME
We are delighted to have you here and know that God is
going to do great things among us this weekend. It is our
prayer that we would be challenged and changed this
weekend. It is our prayer that we would grow together
as a community of God’s people. It is our prayer that you
might leave this weekend loving Jesus more than ever
before!
If you need anything at all over the weekend, please
speak with one of the Coordinators.
~ The Weekend Away Team

PROGRAM

FRI

7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30pm

Arrival + Welcome
Night Activity: Game Show
Chill Out

SAT

7.00am
7.30am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
1.30pm
4.00pm
4.30pm
6.00pm
7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30pm

Personal Bible time (optional)
Breakfast
Session 1
Morning Tea
Discussion Group 1
Lunch
Group Photo
Free Time
Afternoon Tea
Session 2
Dinner
Free Time
Night Activity: Lip Sync Battle
Chill Out

SUN

7.00am
7.30am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
2.30pm
3.00pm

Personal Bible time (optional)
Breakfast
Session 3
Morning Tea
Discussion Group 2
Lunch
Session 4
Pack Up
Back to Sydney!

WEA 2017
STANWELL TOPS

THE WORD OF GOD
"For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart." Hebrews 4:12

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD
"For from him and through him and for him are
all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen."
Romans 11:36

WEA 2018

DEER PARK
DEER PARK

BOOKSTALL
Enjoy browsing our bookstall and pick up something new!
The bookstall will be set up in the Acacia Session Hall all
weekend.
PURCHASING TIMES
Saturday Morning Tea (11-11.30am)
Saturday Afternoon Tea (4-4.30pm)
Sunday Morning Tea (11-11.30am)
EFTPOS ONLY (no cash)

SPOTIFY
Listen to our Weekend Away playlist
on Spotify.
Search: @gracecityau
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SESSION

ONE

SESSION 1:
One holy, catholic and apostolic church?

1. CHURCH IS AN UNHELPFUL WORD

Now ‘ecclesia’ is a Greek word, and was in use before the time
of the apostles, and taken for a congregation among the
heathen, where [there] was no congregation of God or of
Christ. And also Luke himself useth ‘ecclesia’ for a church, or
congregation, of heathen people three times in one chapter,
even in the 19th chapter of the Acts, where Demetrius the
goldsmith, or silversmith, had gathered a company against
Paul for preaching against idols.
(Tyndale, An Answer to Sir Thomas More’s Dialogue.)
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly
[ekklesia] was in confusion, and most of them did not know
why they had come together.
Acts 19:32

For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly [qahal (Hebrew) or ekklesia (Greek)]
when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God
nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.”
Deuteronomy 18:16

37 “This is the Moses who told the Israelites, ‘God will raise up
for you a prophet like me from your own people.’ 38 He was in
the assembly [ekklesia] in the wilderness, with the angel who
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he
received living words to pass on to us.
Acts 7:37-38
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SESSION 1:
2. GOD'S PEOPLE ARE GATHERED TO GOD
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2A. Creation
i. Gathered: Eden

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as
he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day.
Genesis 3:8
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SESSION 1:
2A. Creation (continued)
ii. Scattered: Babel
After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back
and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
Genesis 3:24

That is why it was called Babel —because there the LORD
confused the language of the whole world. From there the
LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
Genesis 11:9
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2B. God's Old Covenant People
i. Gathered: Promised Land
1 “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
Exodus 19:4-6
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SESSION 1:
2B. God's Old Covenant People (continued)
44 “So I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar and
will consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. 45
Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 46 They
will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out
of Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their
God.
Exodus 29:44

ii. Scattered: Exile

27 ‘If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to
be hostile toward me, 28 then in my anger I will be hostile
toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven
times over. […] 33 I will scatter you among the nations and will
draw out my sword and pursue you.
Leviticus 26:27-33
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2B. God's Old Covenant People (continued)
64 Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one
end of the earth to the other. There you will worship other gods
—gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor your
ancestors have known.
Deuteronomy 28:64
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SESSION 1:
2B. God's Old Covenant People (continued)
iii. Gathered for good?

10 Hear the word of the LORD, you nations; proclaim it in
distant coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’
Jeremiah 31:10

24 For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from
all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow
my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will
live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people,
and I will be your God.
Ezekiel 36:24-28
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2C. God's New Covenant People
i. Jesus: the gatherer of God's people
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church [ekklesia], and the gates of Hades will not overcome
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:18-19

ii. Christians: gathered in the heavenly realms
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4-7
19

SESSION 1:
2C. God's New Covenant People (continued)

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:1-4

18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and
that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a
trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those
who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them,
[…] 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to
thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to
the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.
You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word
than the blood of Abel.
Hebrews 12:18-24
20

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2C. God's New Covenant People (continued)
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SESSION 1:
2D. New Creation
i. Heaven on earth
1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God.
Revelation 21:1-3
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
2D. New Creation (continued)
ii. Hell
8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he comes to
be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all
those who have believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:8-10
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SESSION 1:
3. GOD'S PEOPLE GATHER TO MEET WITH GOD
3A. God's Old Covenant People
i. The Day of the Church

10 The Lord said to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let
them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the
days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their
children so.’ 11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the
mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the heart of
heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12 Then the
Lord spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the
sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. 13 And
he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to
perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them
on two tablets of stone.
Deuteronomy 4:10-14
24

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
3A. God's Old Covenant People (continued)

ii. Gathering to meet with God
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SESSION 1:
3B. God's New Covenant People
i. The gathering as God's temple
21 “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
[…] 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him.
John 4:21-23

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s
temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is
sacred, and you together are that temple.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17

And in him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Ephesians 2:22
26

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
3B. God's New Covenant People (continued)
What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?
For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said:
“I will live with them
and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
and they will be my people.”
2 Corinthians 6:16
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SESSION 1:
3B. God's New Covenant People (continued)
ii. Gathering to meet with God
For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.
Matthew 18:20

The fellowship of believers with the Triune God is experienced
in the face of one another. Christians, who mutually possess
the Spirit of God, meet God in the face of one another. As
Christians gather to love one another according to the truth of
God’s word, God reveals himself to believers as he abides by
his Spirit. This is explicit in 1 John 4:7-17, especially in v.12, “No
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.” This passage is reminiscent of
John 1:18, which reads “No one has ever seen God; the only
God, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”
(Kuhn, The Ecclesiology of Donald Robinson and D. Broughton
Knox. p. 196)
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
4. SO WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
4A. Towards a definition

A Christian church is a ____________ of God's people in which
__________ is present.

4B. How many churches?
20 [God] raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to
come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in
every way.
Ephesians 1:20-23
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27
29

SESSION 1:

Local churches are __________ manifestations of the
__________ reality.
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
5. WHAT THE CHURCH IS NOT
5A. The totality of living Christians
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened.
Acts 9:31
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered
throughout Judea and Samaria.
Acts 8:1

5B. What about denominations?
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DISCUSSION
GROUP

2

SESSION

TWO

SESSION 2:
The 'marks' of a church

1. SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY
1A. What is a sacrament?

34

WATER BAPTISM
1B. How many sacraments are there?

1C. How important are they?
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SESSION 2:
2. DID JESUS COMMAND WATER BAPTISM?
2A. The Great Commission

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.
Matthew 28:19-20

36

WATER BAPTISM
2B. Two Oddities
i. Baptism in the name of Jesus?

‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.’
Acts 2:38

So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
Acts 10:48
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SESSION 2:
2B. Two Oddities (continued)
ii. Paul wasn't sent to baptise?

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you
baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not
baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can
say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized
the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I
baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize,
but to preach the gospel.
1 Corinthians 1:13-17
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WATER BAPTISM
~

3. THE MEANING OF THE WORD BAPTIZO
3A. Outside the New Testament

3B. Inside the New Testament
i. Literal Uses

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in
the way of my being baptized [baptizō]?” 38 And he gave
orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip baptized [baptizō] him.
Acts 8:36-37
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SESSION 2:
3B. Inside the New Testament (continued)
ii. Metaphorical Uses

“I baptize [baptizō] you with water, but he will baptize [baptizō]
you with the Holy Spirit.”
Mark 1:8

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you
drink the cup I drink or be baptized [baptizō] with the baptism
[baptisma] I am baptized [baptizō] with?”
Mark 10:38

3C. The meaning isn't always clear
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WATER BAPTISM
4. WHY DID THE APOSTLES BAPTISE PEOPLE?
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SESSION 2:
4A. God's Promise
25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart
of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to
follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you
will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my
people, and I will be your God.
Ezekiel 36:25-28
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WATER BAPTISM
4B. John's Baptism
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5
The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by
him in the Jordan River […] I baptize you with water, but [the
Messiah] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.
Mark 1:4-5, 8
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SESSION 2:
4C. Jesus
26 [John’s disciples] came to John and said to him, “Rabbi,
that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—
the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone
is going to him.” […]
28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah
but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the
bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.
30 He must become greater; I must become less.” […]
4:1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he
was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John— 2
although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples.
3 So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.
John 3:26, 28-30; 4:1-3
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WATER BAPTISM
4D. Apostles
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom
the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he
warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added
to their number that day.
Acts 22:38-41
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SESSION 2:
4E. Summary
“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and
wash your sins away, calling on his name.”
Acts 22:16
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 3:21 ESV

Christian water baptism is a __________ of the __________
given by God to his __________ and __________ people.
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WATER BAPTISM
5. WHO SHOULD BE BAPTISED?
5A. A disputed question
i. Credo baptists

ii. Paedo baptists
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SESSION 2:
5B. Can infants be forgiven and spirit filled?
i. Evidence against
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me.
Psalm 51:5
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
Ephesians 2:3

ii. Evidence in favour
“He will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take
wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit even before he is born.”
Luke 1:15
9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in
you, even at my mother’s breast. 10 From birth I was cast on
you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
Psalm 22:9
48

WATER BAPTISM
5C. Which infants?
i. All infants?
Even though we human beings are under the penalty of
everlasting judgment and death because of the fall of our race
into sin and the sinful nature that we all have, nevertheless
God only executes this judgment on those who have the
natural capacity to see his glory and understand his will, and
refuse to embrace it as their treasure. Infants, I believe, do not
yet have that capacity; and therefore, in God's inscrutable way,
he brings them under the forgiving blood of his Son.
(Piper, John. What happens to infants who die? desiringgod.org)

ii. Or just the infants of believers?
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SESSION 2:
5D. Adult believers and their children
The validity of infant baptism depends exclusively on how
Scripture regards the children of believers and hence wants us
to regard them. If Scripture speaks about such children in the
same way it does about adult believers, the right and hence
duty to practice infant baptism has been established. For we
may not withhold from the children what we grant to adults.
(Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics Vol. 4, p.525)

i. For you 'and your children'
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the
Lord our God will call.”
Acts 2:38
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WATER BAPTISM
5D. Adult believers and their children
(continued)
ii. God's commands to parents

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up.
Deuteronomy 4:6-7

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first
commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 4 Fathers,
do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:1-4
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SESSION 2:
5D. Adult believers and their children
(continued)
iii. One believing parent makes the child holy

For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his
wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her
believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean,
but as it is, they are holy.
1 Corinthians 7:14

iv. David believed he would go to his child
22 “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought,
‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child
live.’ 23 But now that he is dead, why should I go on fasting?
Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not
return to me.”
2 Samuel 12:22
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WATER BAPTISM
5E. Confirmation

6. HOW SHOULD WE BAPTISE?
i. Sprinkling?

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.
Ezekiel 36:25

To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on
them; then have them shave their whole bodies and wash their
clothes. And so they will purify themselves.
Numbers 8:7
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SESSION 2
ii. Full immersion?

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
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3

SESSION

THREE

SESSION 3:
Commitment phobia
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
1. DEFINING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
A. Which church are we talking about?

i. Heavenly church

ii. Local church
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SESSION 3:
1B. There's no explicit command
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Local church membership is...
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
2. NECESSARY FOR ACCOUNTABILITY
2A. Instructions for the sheep

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority,
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no benefit to you.
Hebrews 13:17

12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among
you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to
esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at
peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, brothers,
admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak,
be patient with them all.
1 Thessalonians 5:13-14 ESV
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SESSION 3:
2B. Instructions for the shepherds

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching
over them—not because you must, but because you are willing,
as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager
to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being
examples to the flock.
1 Peter 5:2-3

2C. Accountability at Grace City
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
3. NECESSARY FOR DISCIPLINE

3A. Two key passages
15 If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just
between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won
them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others
along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to
listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to
the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.
Matthew 18:15-18
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SESSION 3:
3A. Two key passages (continued)
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among
you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is
sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t
you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your
fellowship the man who has been doing this? […] 4 So when
you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of
our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the
day of the Lord. […]
9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually
immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this
world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or
idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11
But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with
anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually
immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or
swindler. Do not even eat with such people. 12 What business
is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to
judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the
wicked person from among you.”
1 Corinthians 5:1-13
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
3B. Four common themes
i. The goal is repentance and restoration

ii. Discipline is a community project
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SESSION 3:
3B. Four common themes (continued)
iii. Excommunication is symbolic

“To excommunicate someone isn’t to say that he is definitely
not a Christian, nor that we can see into his heart (as only God
can). Rather, it is a “no confidence” vote on his profession of
faith based on the evidence of unrepentance. Thus, Jesus
doesn’t tell us to declare the person an outsider, or to judge
the reality of his faith. He merely tells us to treat the person as
an outsider.”
(Dunlop, The Compelling Community, p.181)
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
3B. Four common themes (continued)
iv. You know who belongs and who doesn't

3C. What about leaders?
19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is
brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who are
sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others
may take warning.
1 Timothy 5:19-20

3D. Discipline at Grace City
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SESSION 3:
4. NECESSARY FOR LOVE
4A. You need somebody to love

8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without
grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one
who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 4:8-11
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
4B. Beware the illusion of love

“When one person says to another, ‘I love you, but let’s not ruin
it by getting married,’ that person really means, ‘I don’t love
you enough to close off all my options. I don’t love you enough
to give myself to you that thoroughly.’ To say, ‘I don’t need a
piece of paper to love you’ is basically to say, ‘My love for you
has not reached the marriage level.’”
(Keller, The Meaning of Marriage. p. 78)

“It is easier to be enthusiastic about Humanity with a capital
‘H’ than it is to love individual men and women, especially
those who are uninteresting, exasperating, depraved, or
otherwise unattractive. Loving everyone in general may be an
excuse for loving nobody in particular.”
(Lewis, G.P. The Johannine Epistles)
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SESSION 3:
5. WHICH LOCAL CHURCH?
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
10 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
1. Is this a church where God’s word is faithfully taught?
2. Is this a church where sound doctrine matters?
3. Is this a church in which the gospel is cherished and
clearly proclaimed?
4. Is this a church committed to reaching non-Christians
with the gospel?
5. Is this a church whose leaders are characterized by
humility and integrity?
6. Is this a church where people strive to live by God’s
word?
7. Is this a church where I can find and cultivate Godly
relationships?
8. Is this a church where members are challenged to serve?
9. Is this a church that is willing to kick me out?
10. Is this a church I’m willing to join “as is” with
enthusiasm and faith in God?
(Harris, Why Church Matters. p.73-84)

69

SESSION 3:
6. MEMBERSHIP AT GRACE CITY
I will seek to magnify God...
By offering my life to God as a living sacrifice.
By gathering with God’s people every week to sing, pray and
sit under his word, so that I can regularly re-orbit my heart
and life around him and his purposes.

I will seek to express my membership...
By connecting with and caring for others in the Grace City
community.
By submitting myself to the care and instruction provided
by those in leadership.

I will seek to mature in Christ-likeness
By taking off the old self and putting on the new self.
By being an active member of a Community Group* in
which I can come to know and be like Christ as we study his
word together.
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
I will seek to minister to others
By sacrificially using my time, talents and treasure to serve
the people and ministry of Grace City.
By being an active member of a Ministry Team* in which I
can regularly pursue greatness by serving others.

I will seek to live on mission...
By being involved in the lives of non-Christians and sharing
the gospel with them at every opportunity.
By praying for five non-Christians each year and inviting
them to church when and where appropriate.

I know that I am sinful and will never perfectly live up to these
expectations. Thankfully, I trust in Jesus who has already met
every necessary expectation on my behalf. Therefore, for the
sake of God’s glory, my good, and the benefit of the Grace City
family, I will strive to pursue this life of discipleship. If I am ever
struggling to do so, I will seek help from my Grace City family,
including those in leadership.
* While there may be reasons and seasons where this is not
possible for me, my overall posture is one of desiring to be an
active member when I am ready and able.
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
1. GOD'S PURPOSE FOR CHURCH COMMUNITY
1A. A new community in Christ
i. Jews and Gentiles before Christ
11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by
birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves
“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human
hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners
to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without
God in the world.
Ephesians 2:11-12
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SESSION 4:
1A. A new community in Christ (community)
ii. Jews and Gentiles after Christ
13 But now in Christ Jesus you [Gentiles] who once were far
away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he
himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and
has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace
16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through
the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came
and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to
those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access
to the Father by one Spirit.
Ephesians 2:13-18
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
1B. Making God's wisdom known
i. Through the church
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal
purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Ephesians 3:10-11
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1B. Making God's wisdom known (continued)
ii. At Grace City

‘As people with little in common in the world’s eyes love each
other as if they are closer than family, all heaven looks on with
wonder at what the gospel has created.’
(Dunlop, The Compelling Community, p.72-73)
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
2. HOW TO BUILD DEEP COMMUNITY
2A. Understand that we're already a community
4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.
Romans 12:4-5
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit
to drink.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13
We are in community with all other believers, whether or not
we like it or even recognize the fact. This objective truth of
koinonia is meant to provide the foundation for the
experiential aspects of fellowship. The realization that we do in
fact share a common life with other believers should stimulate
within us a desire to share experientially with one another. This
is the whole thrust of the New Testament teaching on
koinonia.
(Bridges. True Community. Kindle Loc 659)
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2B. Obey the 'one another' commands
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.
John 13:34
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
2C. Be willing to confess and forgive sin
i. Confess your sins to one another
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed.
James 5:16
In confession the break-through to community takes place. Sin
demands to have a man by himself. It withdraws him from the
community. The more isolated a person is, the more
destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more
deeply he becomes involved in it, the more disastrous is his
isolation. Sin wants to remain unknown. It shuns the light. In
the darkness of the unexpressed it poisons the whole being of
a person. This can happen even in the midst of a pious
community. In confession the light of the Gospel breaks into
the darkness and seclusion of the heart. The sin must be
brought into the light […] Since the confession of sin is made in
the presence of a Christian brother, the last stronghold of selfjustification is abandoned. The sinner surrenders; he gives up
all his evil. He gives his heart to God, and he finds the
forgiveness of all his sin in the fellowship of Jesus Christ and
his brother. The expressed, acknowledged sin has lost all its
power. It has been revealed and judged as sin. It can no longer
tear the fellowship asunder.
(Bonhoeffer. Life Together. Kindle Loc 1337)
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SESSION 4:
2C. Be willing to confess and forgive sin
(continued)
“The Puritans used to ask God for one ‘bosom friend,’ with
whom they could share absolutely everything and maintain a
full-scale prayer-partner relationship; and with that they
craved, and regularly set up, group conversations about divine
things.”
(Packer, God’s Words. p.200)
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
2C. Be willing to confess and forgive sin
(continued)
ii. Bear with and forgive one another
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has
a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Colossians 3:13

The brother is a burden to the Christian, precisely because he
is a Christian. For the pagan the other person never becomes a
burden at all. He simply sidesteps every burden that others
may impose upon him. The Christian, however, must bear the
burden of a brother. He must suffer and endure the brother. It
is only when he is a burden that another person is really a
brother and not merely an object to be manipulated.
The burden of men was so heavy for God himself that he had to
endure the Cross. God verily bore the burden of men in the
body of Jesus Christ. But he bore them as a mother carries her
child, as a shepherd enfolds a lost lamb that has been found.
God took men upon himself and they weighted him to the
ground, but God remained with them and they with God. In
bearing with men God maintained fellowship with them.
(Bonhoeffer. Life Together. Kindle Loc 1167)
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D. Decide to commit and stick around
“The younger generation doesn’t want to make the sacrifices
that enable community to happen, which means you have to
limit your options. You can’t just travel everywhere. You can’t
just move every two years. You can’t just live any way you want
[…] They want community yet they’re not willing to pay the
price.”
(Tim Keller)

Spiritual formation occurs primarily in the context of
community. People who remain connected with their brothers
and sisters in the local church almost invariably grow in selfunderstanding, and they mature in their ability to relate in
healthy ways to God and to their fellow human beings. This is
especially the case for those courageous Christians who stick it
out through the often messy process of interpersonal discord
and conflict resolution. Long-term interpersonal relationships
are the crucible of genuine progress in the Christian life. People
who stay also grow. People who leave do not.
(Hellerman. When the Church Was a Family. p. 1)
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
3. CHURCH COMMUNITY IN THE REAL WORLD
He who loves his dream of a community more than the
Christian community itself becomes a destroyer of the latter,
even though his personal intentions may be ever so honest and
earnest and sacrificial. God hates visionary dreaming; it makes
the dreamer proud and pretentious. The man who fashions a
visionary ideal of community demands that it be realized by
God, by others, and by himself.
(Bonhoeffer, Life Together. Kindle Loc 166)

3A. The bride may look like a toad
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SESSION 4:
3B. The limitations of leaders

3C. Some segmenting is unavoidable
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CHURCH COMMUNITY
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The Christian community has not been given to us by God for
us to be constantly taking its temperature. The more thankfully
we daily receive what is given to us, the more surely and
steadily will fellowship increase and grow from day to day as
God pleases.
(Bonhoeffer, Life Together. Kindle Loc 211)
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SONGS
Christ Is Enough
Come Thou Fount
Cornerstone
God is Able
It Is Well With My Soul
Jesus!
The Revelation of Jesus Christ
There is a Fountain Filled with Blood
This I Believe (The Creed)
When I Survey
Yes Not I but Through Christ in Me
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