1

SITE MAP
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WELCOME
Welcome to Grace City’s Weekend Away!
We are delighted to have you here and know that God is going to
do great things among us this weekend. It has been our prayer
that everyone would arrive safely. It has been our prayer that we
would be challenged and changed this weekend. It has been our
prayer that we would grow together as a community of God’s
people. It is our prayer that God is going to do great things this
weekend as we study His providence.
This booklet should have all the information you need! The
weekend program, session outlines, space for notes and
opportunities to have quiet time with God.
If you need anything at all over the weekend, please do not
hesitate to chat to me. I am so excited. This is going to be great!
Blessings,
~ The Weekend Away Team
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WEEKEND PROGRAM

4

5

DISCUSSION GROUPS
Each year at Weekend Away we gather in smaller discussion groups at
various times across the weekend. It is our prayer that this will give
you an opportunity to get to know each other a little better and also
have a more personal space for prayer, debriefing and questions.
You will join with your discussion group at 11.30am on both Saturday
and Sunday to chat about the morning session. Your discussion will be
led by two facilitators (who are listed in bold). You will also compete
alongside your discussion group members in the Grace City House Cup
on Friday and Saturday night. This is going to be a lot of fun so rally
together! There is a fantastic prize for first place :-)
It is rare for us to steal a whole weekend to share together… so can I
encourage you to take advantage of this and enjoy quality time with
your brothers and sisters in Christ.
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DISCUSSION GROUPS
GROUP 1

GROUP 2

GROUP 3

GROUP 4

Matt Varcoe
Shell Varcoe
Dave Mena
Heaven Lee
Jac Alldis
Lilian Chau
Lori Harrington
Matt Allison
Mike Harrington
Mike Alldis
Stephanie Aﬀleck
Yannick Gilanyi

Daryl Yeo
Alison Palmer
Amy Scott
Caroline Oh
Damian Rodriguez
Eunice Oh
Jessie Ruan
Laura Akerele
Owen Cutbush
Rotini Akerele
Siew Ying Yap
Zac O’Donoghue

Shannon Bengtson
Clare Burgess
Alex Dharma
Andrew Aﬀleck
Erin Macindoe
Isaac Gresham
Karen Hajj
Kezia Cutbush
Michael Youlden
Rebecca Ang
Thomas Gilanyi
Tunde Frisnyak

Jade Hajj
Karolina Kuzeva
Ai Ling
Ben Gunter
Clara Dharma
Deji Ajijedidun
Emma Joy Hanley
Gabby Gunter
Jason Mah
Sophie Gresham
Yang Wang

GROUP 5

GROUP 6

GROUP 7

GROUP 8

Karl Baker
Betty So
Amy Townsend
Byron Buckley
Chloe Sykes
Ling Wang
Patrecia Ming
Ronald Ho
Sam Peters
Sarah Littman
Yinka Asonibare

Charles Cleworth
Bronwyn Trevor
Adrienne Campbell
Christina Limantoro
Cornelius Do
Dawson Liu
Howard Lee
Kathy Allison
Mabel Lam
Sam Wallace
Tim Clemens

Tony Clemens
Barb Clemens
Adriana Reuda
Cameron Grice
Imogen Morgan
Kudzai Zvenyika
Lisa Brown
Luke Sy
Melissa Berget
Michael Brown
Victor Ling

Peter Sakirman
Brie Pattison
Alvaro Borja
Amanda Huang
Andrew Wells
Ben Wotton
Caity Wells
Cherry Sy
Dan McSweeney
Hanna Hong
Lisa Gilanyi

GROUP 9

GROUP 10

GROUP 11

Wilson Ong
Rhiannon Parker
Adam Witanowski
Bradley Carter
Ellie Mangioni
Kate Stace
Justyn Huang
Ollie Morgan
Rose Mwaniki
Saw Sing Yee
Yvonne Grice

Paola Perez
Santiago Suarez
Adam Brown
Amy Witanowski
Anna Beaver
Ho Pan So
Ing Ong
Jackson Stace
James Beaver
Louisa Muhuthia
Sharon Shin

Tom Pattison
Mikaela Maroudas
Anthony Wood
Ash Cleworth
Emily Ward
Emma Clemens
Jesse Townsend
Jules Liu
Rachel Adeney
Sean Hong
Yu Jen Teo
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BOOKSTALL
Our Weekend Away Bookstall will feature over fifty books for you to
browse and purchase throughout the weekend.
Some of these books are particularly relevant for us as we explore out
theme… “The Providence of God”. Others are great reads that are
certain to help you grow in you knowledge and love of Jesus. Some
have great pictures… and all are at fantastic prices! There will be
books available for both children and adults - something for everyone!
WHERE CAN I BUY BOOKS ?
Our Book Stall will be set up in the Session Hall. The best time to
browse will be during morning and afternoon tea (although there will
be plenty of others times for browsing too!)
HOW DO I PAY FOR BOOKS ?
To keep things simple, we request that all items be paid for via credit
card at the time of purchase. Please note that purchases via credit
card will incur a 3% transaction fee.
QUESTIONS ?
For more information about our Bookstall, please do not hesitate to
chat with Ash Cleworth who has kindly organised our Bookstall this
year. Thanks for all your hard work Ash!
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BOOK REVIEWS
This book is exceptionally well written,
very short, and highly enjoyable to read.
It identifies some common
misconceptions about God’s will and
decision making, suggests the best and
most Biblical way to make wise
decisions, and then applies these
principles to two real life examples
(work and marriage). I thoroughly
recommend it to anyone who makes lots
of decisions (that is… everyone!)
~ Charles Cleworth

This is a small book, but its topic is
anything but small. If you are wrestling
with the question of how sin fits with
God’s complete control and sovereignty
over all things, including the worst sins
in human history, this book is for you.
But more than that, this book shows
how God uses everything for the glory
of Christ. This book challenged my
mind, comforted my heart and raised
my eyes to a God who is in complete
control. This is one book every Christian
should read.
~ Matt Varcoe
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BOOK STALL
BOOK

AUTHOR

Battling Unbelief

John Piper

Compared to Her

Sophie de Witt

Counter Culture

David Platt

Counterfeit Gods

Tim Keller

Crazy Busy

Kevin deYoung

Disciplines of a Godly Family

K & B Hughes

Disciplines of a Godly Man

R Kent Hughes

Disciplines of a Godly Woman

Barbara Hughes

Do you feel Called by God?

Michael Bennett

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God

J I Packer

Everything A Child Should Know About God

Kenneth Taylor

Follow Me

David Platt

From Here to Eternity

Ray Galea

Fool Moon Rising

Kristi Fluharty

God’s Big Picture

Vaughn Roberts

God’s Good Design

Claire Smith

Growing Yourself Up

Jenny Brown

Hope When it Hurts

Wetherell & Walton

How Long O Lord?

D. A. Carson

Humble Roots

Hannah Anderson

Humility

C J Mahaney

Jesus Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

Just Do Something

Kevin DeYoung

Life After Death Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

My Rock, My Refuge

Tim Keller

Parenting

Paul David Tripp
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BOOK STALL
BOOK

AUTHOR

Prayer

Tim Keller

Predestination Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

Respectable Sins

Jerry Bridges

Revolutionary Work

William Taylor

Serving Without Sinking

John Hindley

Sex Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

Science & God Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

Screwtape Letters

C S Lewis

Spectacular Sins

John Piper

Suﬀering & Evil Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

Taking God at His Word

Kevin deYoung

The Beginner’s Gospel Story Bible

Jared Kennedy

The Bible Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

The Biggest Story

Kevin deYoung

The Biggest Story ABC

Kevin deYoung

The Garden, The Curtain and The Cross

Carl Laferton

The Garden, The Curtain and The Cross Colouring Book

-

The Hiding Place

Corrie ten Boom

The Holy Spirit Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

The Jesus Storybook Bible

Sally Lloyd-Jones

The Meaning of Marriage

Tim Keller

This Momentary Marriage

John Piper

Walking With God Through Pain and Suﬀering

Tim Keller

What About Free Will?

Scott Christensen

What’s Life All About? Little Black Book Series

Scott Petty

When I Don’t Desire God

John Piper

Women of the Word

Jen Wilkin
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WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE
TIME TO MEMORISE THIS VERSE
THIS WEEKEND.
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
REVIVING AN OLD WORD…
Use over time for: “providence”

Understanding causation
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
1. WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
A. DEFINING IT

God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful
preserving and governing all his creatures; ordering them, and all their
actions, to his own glory.
(Westminster Larger Catechism, 18.) (1647)

[Providence is] that continued exercise of the divine energy whereby
the Creator preserves all his creatures, is operative in all that comes to
pass in the world, and directs all things to their appointed end.
(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology. p.166) (1932)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
PROVIDENCE:
God ____________ all things and ____________ them to fulfil his good
and glorious ____________.
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
B. WHY STUDY IT?

If you pay attention, you will easily perceive that ignorance of
providence is the ultimate of all miseries; the highest blessedness lies
in the knowledge of it.
(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion. p.225)

C. HOW WILL WE STUDY IT?
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
D. ASSUMPTIONS

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may
follow all the words of this law.
(Deut. 29:29)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
2. GOD GOVERNS ALL THINGS TO FULFIL HIS PLAN
A. GOD DOES WHATEVER HE PLEASES
Our God is in heaven;
he does whatever pleases him.
(Psa. 115:3)

The LORD does whatever pleases him,
in the heavens and on the earth,
in the seas and all their depths.
(Psa. 135:6)

All the peoples of the earth
are regarded as nothing.
He does as he pleases
with the powers of heaven
and the peoples of the earth.
(Dan. 4:35)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
B. IT PLEASES GOD TO WORK OUT HIS PLAN
The LORD Almighty has sworn,
“Surely, as I have planned, so it will be,
and as I have purposed, so it will happen.”
(Isa. 14:24)

I make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come.
I say, ‘My purpose will stand,
and I will do all that I please.’
(Isa. 46:10)

With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he
purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into eﬀect when the times reach
their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on
earth under Christ.

In him we were also chosen, having been

predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

12

in order

that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for
the praise of his glory.
(Eph. 1:8-12)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
3. GOD CONTROLS ALL THINGS

(PART 1)

A. GOD CONTROLS NATURE
16

He spreads the snow like wool
and scatters the frost like ashes.

17

He hurls down his hail like pebbles.
Who can withstand his icy blast?
(Psa. 147:16-17)

9

You care for the land and water it;
you enrich it abundantly.
The streams of God are filled with water
to provide the people with grain,
for so you have ordained it.

10

You drench its furrows and level its ridges;
you soften it with showers and bless its crops.
(Psa. 65:9-10)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
A. GOD CONTROLS NATURE
21

(cont.)

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that

night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and
turned it into dry land. The waters were divided,

22

and the

Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left.
(Ex. 14:21-22)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
B. GOD CONTROLS NATIONS
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
C. GOD CONTROLS INDIVIDUAL LIVES

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
(Jer. 1:5)

6

“The LORD brings death and makes alive;
he brings down to the grave and raises up.

7

The LORD sends poverty and wealth;
he humbles and he exalts.
(1 Sam. 2:6)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
EXCURSES: CALVINISM VS. ARMINIANISM
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
3. GOD CONTROLS ALL THINGS

(PART 2)

A. GOD CONTROLS INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS

In the LORD’S hand the king’s heart is a stream of water
that he channels toward all who please him.
(Pro. 21:1)

The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians
for articles of silver and gold and for clothing.

36

The LORD had

made the Egyptians favourably disposed toward the people, and
they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the
Egyptians.
(Ex. 12:35-36)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
B. GOD CONTROLS HUMAN SIN
23

Then Israel entered Egypt;
Jacob resided as a foreigner in the land of Ham.

24

The LORD made his people very fruitful;
he made them too numerous for their foes,

25

whose hearts he turned to hate his people,
to conspire against his servants.
(Psa. 15:23-25)

26

From the Desert of Kedemoth I sent messengers to Sihon king

of Heshbon oﬀering peace and saying,

27

“Let us pass through

your country. We will stay on the main road; we will not turn
aside to the right or to the left. 28 Sell us food to eat and water to
drink for their price in silver. Only let us pass through on foot […]
30

But Sihon king of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. For

the LORD your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart
obstinate in order to give him into your hands, as he has now
done.
(Deut. 2:30)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
B. GOD CONTROLS HUMAN SIN (cont.)

This man [Jesus] was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan
and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to the cross.
(Acts 2:23)

The crucifixion of Jesus could not have happened without sin, for he
did not deserve death. For God to foreordain the Crucifixion, he had to
foreordain sinful actions to bring it about.
(John Frame, The Doctrine of God. p.69)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
C. GOD CONTROLS SALVATION
One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshipper of
God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.
(Acts 16:14)

4

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be

holy and blameless in his sight. In love

5

he predestined us for

adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will
(Eph. 1:4-5)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS…
What if it turns out that we are robots, after all- clay fashioned into
marvellous robots, rather then being left as mere clay? Should we
complain to God about that? Or should we rather feel honoUred that
our bodies and minds are fashioned so completely to fulfil our
assigned roles in God’s great drama? Some creatures are born as
rabbits, some as cockroaches, and some as bacteria. By comparison,
would it not be a privilege to be born as an intelligent robot?
Indeed, what remarkable robots we would be – capable of love and
intimacy with God, and assigned to rule over all the creatures. Is it not
a wonderful blessing of grace that, when we sinned in Adam, God did
not simply discard us, as a potter might well do with his
malfunctioning machine, but sent his only Son to die for us? Risen
with him to new life, believers enjoy unimaginably wonderful
fellowship with him forever.
As we meditate upon these dignities and blessings, the image of the
robot becomes less and less appropriate, not because God’s control
over us appears less complete, but because one doesn’t treat robots
with such love and honour.
(John Frame, The Doctrine of God. p146-147)
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TALK 1 - WHAT IS PROVIDENCE ?
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS…
33

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!

34

“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counsellor?”

35

“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”

36

For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.
(Rom. 11:33-36)
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DISCUSSION GROUP 1 - NOTES
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DISCUSSION GROUP 1 - NOTES
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
PROBING THE MYSTERY

1. AN OVERVIEW OF THE OPTIONS
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
2. THE LIBERTARIAN VIEW
A. FREEDOM OF CONTRARY CHOICE

B. GOD LIMITS HIS SOVEREIGNTY

‘Free and rational creatures have the power to resist the influence of
God. This power was given to them by God himself.’
(Roger Olsen, Arminian Theology. p.131)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
C. BIBLICAL SUPPORT
i. Appeals to follow God

14

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw

away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD
seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land
you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the
LORD.”
(Josh. 24:14-15)

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person,
and they with me.
(Rev. 3:20)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
C. BIBLICAL SUPPORT

(cont.)

ii. Humans frustrate God
“You stiﬀ-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still
uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist
the Holy Spirit!
(Acts 7:51)

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
and you were not willing.”
(Matt. 23:37)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
WHAT WE’VE LOOKED AT SO FAR…
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
3. THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF TRUE FREEDOM
A. NOT AS FREE AS WE THINK
34

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave

to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a
son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed.
(Jn. 8:34-36)

6

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed

by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8
Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
(Rom. 8:6-8)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
B. A DIFFERENT KIND OF FREEDOM
20

When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of

righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!

22

But now that you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life.
(Rom 6:20-22)

C. AUGUSTINE’S OBSERVATION
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
WHAT WE’VE LOOKED AT SO FAR…
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
4. BIBLICAL VIEW OF ‘FREE’ WILL
A. CHOICES

B. DESIRES
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so
you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you
quarrel and fight.
(Jam. 4:1)

13

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but
each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own
evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
(Jam. 1:13-15)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
C. NATURE
16

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of

the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with
each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.
(Gal 5:17)

“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad
and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You
brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For
the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

35

A good man brings

good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.
(Matt. 12:33-35)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
WHAT WE’VE LOOKED AT SO FAR…

5. BIBLICAL VIEW OF RESPONSIBILITY
A. FREEDOM FROM COERCION
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
B. OUR INTENTIONS MATTER
12

Anyone who strikes a person with a fatal blow is to be put to

death.

13

However, if it is not done intentionally, but God lets it

happen, they are to flee to a place I will designate.

14

But if

anyone schemes and kills someone deliberately, that person is to
be taken from my altar and put to death.
(Ex. 21:12-14)

C. GOD WEIGHS THE MOTIVES
“I the LORD search the heart
and examine the mind,
to reward each person according to their conduct,
according to what their deeds deserve.”
(Jer. 17:10)

5

Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until

the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness
and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will
receive their praise from God.
(1 Cor 4:5)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
WHAT WE’VE LOOKED AT SO FAR…
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
6. INTRODUCING COMPATIBALISM

A. HUMANS VOLUNTARILY DO WHAT GOD DETERMINES
22

Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons

were doing to all Israel and how they slept with the women who
served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

23

So he said to

them, “Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people
about these wicked deeds of yours.

24

No, my sons; the report I

hear spreading among the LORD’S people is not good.

25

If one

person sins against another, God may mediate for the oﬀender;
but if anyone sins against the LORD, who will intercede for
them?” His sons, however, did not listen to their father’s rebuke, for it
was the LORD’S will to put them to death.
(1 Sam 2:22-25)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
A. HUMANS VOLUNTARILY DO WHAT GOD DETERMINES
(cont.)
5

“Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger,
in whose hand is the club of my wrath!

6

I send him against a godless nation,
I dispatch him against a people who anger me,
to seize loot and snatch plunder,
and to trample them down like mud in the streets.

7

But this is not what he intends,
this is not what he has in mind;
his purpose is to destroy,
to put an end to many nations. […]

12

When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion

and Jerusalem, he will say, “I will punish the king of Assyria for the
wilful pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes.”
(Isa. 10:5-12)

27

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the

Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your
power and will had decided beforehand should happen.
(Acts 4:27-28)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
B. WHAT ABOUT PHARAOH?
But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to
let them go.
(Ex. 10:27)

C. WHAT ABOUT CONVERSION?
All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever
comes to me I will never drive away.
(John 6:37)

26

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27
And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws.
(Ezek. 36:26-27)
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TALK 2 - FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY ?
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS…

50

51

TALK 3 - WHAT ABOUT EVIL ?
THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

‘I have a historic mission, and this mission I will fulfil because
Providence has destined me to do so. I thoroughly believe in this
mission; it is my life.’
(____________. February 12, 1938.)

The problem of evil is probably the most diﬀicult problem in all of theology,
and for many atheists it is the Achilles’ heal of the theistic worldview.
(John Frame, The Doctrine of God. p.160)
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TALK 3 - WHAT ABOUT EVIL ?
1. THE LIBERTARIAN ‘SOLUTION’
God created things which had free will. That means creatures which can go
wrong or right. Some people think they can imagine a creature which was
free but had no possibility of going wrong, but I can't. If a thing is free to be
good it's also free to be bad. And free will is what has made evil possible.
(C.S. Lewis, The case for Christianity.)

[This kind of God] is at best morally ambiguous and at worst a moral
monster hardly distinguishable from the devil.
(Roger Olson, Against Calvinism. p.84)

To limit God’s love to empathy is to leave the evil of our world unchecked
and beyond God’s control and hence without an ultimate purpose. If God
enters into the aﬀairs of history only after they take place, or merely
empathizes with them from afar, then evil itself remains meaningless. From
this perspective, all we can say when evil strikes is that we happened to be
in the wrong place at the wrong time under the wrong circumstances, all of
which has nothing to do with God’s will.
(Scott Hafemann, The God of Promise. p.140)
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TALK 3 - WHAT ABOUT EVIL ?
2. BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
A. GOD IS THE ULTIMATE CAUSE OF ALL THINGS
I form the light and create darkness,
I bring prosperity and create disaster;
I, the LORD, do all these things.
(Isa. 45:7)

37

Who can speak and have it happen
if the Lord has not decreed it?

38

Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
that both calamities and good things come?
(Lam. 3:37-38)

9

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity?

Curse God and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the
foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God,
and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his
lips.
(Job 2:9-10 ESV)
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TALK 3 - WHAT ABOUT EVIL ?
B. GOD IS ABSOLUTELY PERFECT, RIGHTEOUS AND JUST

He is the Rock, his works are perfect,
and all his ways are just.
A faithful God who does no wrong,
upright and just is he.
(Deut. 32:4)

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
(1 Jn. 1:5)

C. NATURAL VS. MORAL EVIL
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TALK 3 - WHAT ABOUT EVIL ?
D. THE TWO WILLS OF GOD
i. Will of command
2

For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of

the Lord Jesus: 3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that
you should avoid sexual immorality;

4

that each of you should

learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and
honourable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not
know God;
(1 Th 4:2-5)

ii. Will of decree
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3. THE GOOD PURPOSES OF GOD
A. GOD’S INTENTIONS VS. HUMAN INTENTIONS
19

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of

God?

20

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
(Gen. 50:19-20)

49

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that

year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all!

50

You do not realize

that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the
whole nation perish.” 51 He did not say this on his own, but as high
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish
nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered
children of God, to bring them together and make them one.

53

So from that day on they plotted to take his life.
(Jn. 11:49-53)
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A. GOD’S INTENTIONS VS. HUMAN INTENTIONS (cont.)
Unless he willed it, we would not do it. I agree. But do we do evil
things to the end that we may serve him? Yet he by no means
commands us to do them: rather we rush headlong without thinking
what he requires, but so raging in our unbridled lust that we
deliberately strive against him. And in this way we serve his just
ordinance by doing evil, for so great and boundless is his wisdom that
he knows right well how to use evil instruments to do good.
(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion. p. 217)

B. ALLOW SPACE FOR MYSTERY
God is all loving in his sovereignty over evil because he allows, guides,
transforms, and even designs it for a good and loving eternal purpose
that far transcends the evil itself but could not be accomplished
without it. Herein lies the mystery of creation and redemption. Since
God could have prevented evil from ever taking root in the world, we
must conclude that evil is an essential part of God’s overall plan for
creation.
(Scott Hafemann, The God of Promise. p.139)
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4. A GOOD GOD’S PURPOSES
A. GOD OR SATAN ?
1

Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he

incited David against them, saying, “Go and take a census of Israel
and Judah.” 2 So the king said to Joab and the army commanders
with him, “Go throughout the tribes of Israel from Dan to
Beersheba and enroll the fighting men, so that I may know how
many there are.”
(2 Sam. 24:1-2)

1

Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of

Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and the commanders of the troops,
“Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report
back to me so that I may know how many there are.”
(1 Chron. 21:1-2)
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B. GOD’S USE OF SECONDARY AGENTS
19

Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I

saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of
heaven standing around him on his right and on his left.

20

And

the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth
Gilead and going to his death there?’ “One suggested this, and
another that.

21

Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the

LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 “ ‘By what means?’ the LORD
asked. “ ‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of
all his prophets,’ he said. “ ‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said
the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’ 23 “So now the LORD has put a deceiving
spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The LORD has
decreed disaster for you.”
(1 Kings 22:19-23)
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C. HUMANS ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE
10

David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the

fighting men, and he said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in
what I have done. Now, LORD, I beg you, take away the guilt of
your servant. I have done a very foolish thing.”
(2 Sam. 24:10)

13

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

14

but

each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their
own evil desire and enticed.
(Jam. 1:13-14)

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also
provide a way out so that you can endure it.
(1 Cor. 10:13)
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5. JOB: A CASE STUDY
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A. SATAN IS THE PROXIMATE CAUSE OF JOB’S EVIL
9

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God

for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his
house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the
work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the
land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he
will curse you to your face.”

12

And the LORD said to Satan,

“Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not
stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of
the LORD.
(Job 1:9-12 ESV)
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B. SATAN USES SIN AND SUFFERING TO ATTACK JOB
13

One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and

drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came
to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were
grazing nearby,

15

and the Sabeans attacked and made oﬀ with

them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one
who has escaped to tell you!”
(Job 1:13-15)

18

While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and

said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine
at the oldest brother’s house,

19

when suddenly a mighty wind

swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house.
It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who
has escaped to tell you!”
(Job 1:18-19)
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C. JOB KNOWS THAT GOD IS THE ULTIMATE CAUSE OF EVIL

9

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity?

Curse God and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the
foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God,
and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his
lips.
(Job 2:9-10 ESV)

Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him.
(Job 13:15)
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6. WHAT WORD BEST DESCRIBES GOD’S AGENCY?
A. CAUSE?

But how it was ordained by the foreknowledge and decree of God
what man’s future was without God being implicated as associate in
the fault, as the author and approver of transgression, is clearly a
secret so much excelling the insight of the human mind, that I am not
ashamed to confess ignorance.
(John Calvin, Concerning the Eternal Predestination of God. p.124)

It seems to me that it is not wrong to say that God causes evil and sin.
Certainly we should employ such language cautiously, however, in
view of the long history of its rejection by theologians.
(John Frame, Doctrine of God. p.176)
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B. PERMIT?

When the Bible speaks of God’s permission of evil, there is still no
escape from his sovereignty. A sovereign and omniscient God who
knows that, if he permits such and such an evil to occur it will surely
occur, and then goes ahead and grants the permission, is surely
decreeing the evil. But the language of permission is retained because
it is part of the biblical pattern of insisting that God stands behind
good and evil asymmetrically. He can never be credited with evil; he is
always to be credited with the good. He permits evil to occur; the
biblical writers would not similarly say that he simply permits good to
occur!
(Don Carson, How Long O Lord? p. 199)
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS…

19

One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us?

For who is able to resist his will?”

20

But who are you, a human

being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one
who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ ” 21 Does not the
potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some
pottery for special purposes and some for common use?
(Rom. 9:19-21)
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TALK 4 - APPLYING PROVIDENCE
HOW DO WE APPLY THIS THING?

So my trip through South Africa, Lesotho & Swaziland commenced in
slightly less than ideal fashion. (Apologies for the unusually
sensationalist post but a few people have asked & my phone reception
is poor at present so apologies if I can’t reply yet.) Our truck was
hijacked in rural South Africa a few days ago near the Kruger National
Park border and we were held at gunpoint. I am not sure I’ve ever
prayed so hard for a miracle. They were driving away with us in the
truck and then.. hit a massive ditch. They panicked as the truck was
jammed and fled. I am 100% fine and no one was hurt. The tour guides
were so wonderful and I am so thankful God spared me! Words can not
express. Thank you to my parents who answered my texts in real time
and the friends who all prayed and cared.
(Anonymous, 5th June, 2018).
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MISTAKE #1 - GIVING IN TO FATALISM…
… AND FORGETTING THAT GOD USES MEANS
Fatalism is the idea that no matter what we do or how we struggle, the
outcome will only ever be what fate has predetermined it to be.

22

But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of

you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.

23

Last night an

angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood
beside me

24

and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand

trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all
who sail with you.’
(Acts 27:22-24)

30

In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the

lifeboat down into the sea, pretending they were going to lower
some anchors from the bow.

31

Then Paul said to the centurion

and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot
be saved.”

32

So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat

and let it drift away.
(Acts 27:30-32)
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A. PRAYER:
GOD’S PRESCRIBED MEANS OF ACHIEVING HIS WILL

i. Two poles
16

Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
(1 Th. 5:16-18)

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us.
(1 Jn 5:14-15)
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A. PRAYER

(cont.)

ii. God answers our prayers
1

This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: He was preparing

swarms of locusts after the king’s share had been harvested and
just as the late crops were coming up. 2 When they had stripped
the land clean, I cried out, “Sovereign LORD, forgive! How can
Jacob survive? He is so small!” 3 So the LORD relented. “This will
not happen,” the LORD said.
(Amos 7:1-3)

9

“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they

are a stiﬀ-necked people.

10

Now leave me alone so that my

anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then
I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the favour
of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn
against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great
power and a mighty hand?” […] 14 Then the LORD relented and did
not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.
(Ex. 32:9-14)
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A. PRAYER

(cont.)

iii. Prayerlessness matters
3

“This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the foolish

prophets who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!

4

Your prophets, Israel, are like jackals among ruins. 5 You have not
gone up to the breaches in the wall to repair it for the people of Israel
so that it will stand firm in the battle on the day of the LORD.”
(Ezek 13:3-5)

30

“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall

and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would
not have to destroy it, but I found no one. 31 So I will pour out my
wrath on them and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing
down on their own heads all they have done, declares the
Sovereign LORD.”
(Ezek. 22:30-31)
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B. EVANGELISM:
GOD’S PRESCRIBED MEANS OF SAVING THE LOST
i. Two poles

ii. Election as divine encouragement
9

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid;

keep on speaking, do not be silent.

10

For I am with you, and no

one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people
in this city.”
(Acts 18:9-10)
The lazy-bones of our orthodox churches cry, ‘God will do his own
work’; and then they look out the softest pillow they can find, and put
it under their heads, and say, ‘The eternal purposes will be carried out:
God will be glorified.’ That is all very fine talk, but it can be used with
the most mischievous design. You can make opium out of it, which will
lull you into a deep and dreadful slumber and prevent your being any
kind of use at all
(Charles Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 30:630.)
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C. DISCIPLINE:
GOD’S PRESCRIBED MEANS OF GROWING US IN HOLINESS

i. Two poles
Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your
God.

8

Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who

makes you holy.
(Lev. 20:7-8)
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C. DISCIPLINE

(cont.)

ii. Passive trust or active obedience?
10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me

was not without eﬀect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet
not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I
or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
(1 Cor. 15:10-11)

To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
powerfully works in me.
(Col. 1:29)

12

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not

only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good
purpose.
(Phil. 2:12 -13)
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C. DISCIPLINE

(cont.)

iii. Four models of Christian growth

Sanctification is God’s work, but he performs it through the diligent
self-discipline and righteous pursuits of his people, not in spite of
them. God’s sovereign work does not absolve believers from the need
for obedience; it means their obedience is itself a Spirit-empowered
work of God.
(John MacArthur, The Apparent Paradox of Sanctification.)
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MISTAKE #2 - GIVING IN TO FEAR…
… AND FORGETTING THAT GOD WORKS FOR OUR GOOD

A. A PROMISE TO CLING TO
28

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers and sisters.
(Rom 8:28-29)

B. THE RIGHT TO COMPLAIN
‘When a two-month-old child contracts a painful incurable bone
cancer that means suﬀering and death, it is pointless evil. The
Holocaust is pointless evil. The rape and dismemberment of a young
girl is pointless evil. The accident that caused the death of my brother
was a tragedy. God does not have a specific purpose in mind for these
occurrences.’
(John Sanders, The God Who Risks: a Theology of Providence. p.262)
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C. THE RIGHT TO GIVE THANKS

The Christian heart, since it has been thoroughly persuaded that all
things happen by God’s plan, and that nothing takes place by chance,
will ever look to him as the principal cause of things, yet will give
attention to the secondary causes in their proper place. Then the heart
will not doubt that God’s singular providence keeps watch to preserve
it, and will not suﬀer anything to happen but what may turn out to its
good and salvation.
(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion. p.218)
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MISTAKE #3 - GIVING IN TO CURIOSITY…
… AND FORGETTING THAT GOD HAS REVEALED HIS WILL

A. CAN WE PEAK BEHIND THE CURTAIN?
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may
follow all the words of this law.
(Deut. 29:29)
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B. BEWARE OF ‘PROVIDENTIAL GUIDANCE’
3

[David] came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was

there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were
far back in the cave.

4

The men said, “This is the day the LORD

spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your
hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David crept up
unnoticed and cut oﬀ a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David
was conscience-stricken for having cut oﬀ a corner of his robe. 6
He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to
my master, the LORD’S anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is
the anointed of the LORD.”
(1 Sam. 24:3-6)

7

So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was

Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the
ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around
him. 8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy
into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust
of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.” 9 But David said to Abishai,
“Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD’S anointed
and be guiltless?
(1 Sam. 26:7-9)
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C. DELIGHT YOURSELF IN GOD
4

Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

5

Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him and he will do this:

6

He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,
your vindication like the noonday sun.
(Ps. 37:4-6)

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS…
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SONGS AT WEEKEND AWAY
10,000 Reasons

Made Alive

All Glory Be To Christ

O Praise the Name

Grace Alone

Once For All

In Christ Alone

Rock of Ages

It Is Well With My Soul

Take My Life

Jerusalem

To God All Praise and Glory

Lord of Lords
God calls us to glorify him in all things. It has been our privilege to sing
and praise and worship together this weekend. A very big thank you to
the band who have served us by taking the time to prepare, rehearse
and play!
Listen to our Weekend Away playlist on Spotify!
Just search: GraceCityAu

BOOKLETS AT WEEKEND AWAY
Every year one of our Grace City Members - Karl Baker from Digital
Press Printing - prints our booklets so that we can better study the
Word together. Thank you for doing another wonderful job this year!
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THANK YOU FOR COMING!
It has been our delight to share together this weekend! Praise God for
this blessing :)
Talks from our Weekend Away will be available online via:
http://www.gracecity.com.au/sermons/
Our encouragement is that you keep wrestling through what you have
heard this weekend, keep praying for God’s wisdom and keep leaning
on Him who unites us.
Wishing you all a safe and happy trip home. Thanks for coming!
Blessings,
~ The Weekend Away Team

Photo: Grace City’s Weekend Away 2017 at Stanwell Tops
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