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Australia’s Global Innovation Strategy 

The initiative 

The Australian Government will invest $36 million over five years through a Global Innovation Strategy to 

improve Australia’s international innovation and science 

collaboration, including: 

 establishing five ‘landing-pads’ in Silicon Valley, Tel Aviv and 

three other locations to support entrepreneurial Australians with 

$11 million in funding 

 providing $22 million seed funding to assist Australian 

collaborations with international research-industry clusters, such 

as the Fraunhofer Institute in Germany 

 investing $3 million in reducing barriers to regional collaboration 

and promoting an open-market approach to industry research 

collaboration, including regional workshops, multilateral projects and 

mobility support for businesses and researchers 

 

What is a landing pad? 

The Government’s landing pads will be a physical 

space for Australians looking to undertake 

entrepreneurial activity in that location with advice, 

facilities and contacts, putting them in the best position 

to succeed. Australia is one of the only leading 

innovation countries without established landing pads 

in key economies around the world. 

The ‘landing pads’ will be supported by an Austrade 

coordinator and will be provided in conjunction with 

existing non-government programmes in that location. 

Existing international collaboration 

Australia has a successful record of partnering with 

overseas researchers and research clusters. The pilot 

project Connecting Australian-European Science and 

Innovation Excellence (CAESIE) awarded priming 

grants of up to AUD$7,000 to support contact between 

businesses and researchers that had identified a 

collaborative partnership. This delivered 58 new 

small-medium enterprise and researcher partnerships 

which have already yielded four patents and sought 

over $16 million in funding from $1.9 million European 

and Australian Government funding.  

The National Innovation and Science Agenda builds on 

this collaboration model by expanding business and 

research cluster opportunities with priority economies. 

Why this is important 

Only 6% of Australian businesses engage in 

international innovation, compared to the OECD 

average of 18%. Australia could also make more of 

our strong international research reputation and the 

valuable knowledge and contacts of our diaspora, 

including by working with organisations such as 

Advance. 

The Strategy will advance Australia’s international 

collaboration performance and encourage 

Australians to leverage entrepreneurial expertise 

found in key locations overseas. It will also enable 

Australian businesses and researchers to 

collaborate with global innovation and science 

leaders as well as access international expertise 

and global markets. 

Implementation 

The Government will begin implementation of these 

initiatives in 2016 with funding available from 1 July 

2016. 

 


