
 
 

Indigenous Advancement Strategy  
Revised Indigenous Advancement Strategy 
Grant Guidelines  

Introduction 

The Australian Government has made Indigenous Affairs a significant national priority. 
The Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) is the way in which the Australian 
Government funds   and delivers a range of programmes targeting Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Through the IAS, the Australian Government is working to improve the way that the 
Government does business with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to ensure 
funding actually achieves outcomes. 

The IAS Grant Guidelines apply to most grant activities under the IAS. Following a 
process of reviewing the IAS Guidelines, the revised Guidelines have been released are 
now available on the department’s website. 

As part of the review process, the Department received feedback from a variety of 
sources on the operation of the IAS open grant round and the IAS Guidelines.  We 
carefully considered the feedback received directly from organisations and from the 
submissions to the Senate inquiry (Finance and Public Administration References 
Committee – Commonwealth Indigenous Advancement Strategy Tendering Processes).  

A key part of the review was the seventeen public forums held across Australia, which 
attracted over 500 people and was an excellent result, as well as meeting with seven 
national peak bodies which represent over 500 organisations. The key results from the 
forums can be found on the Department’s website (dpmc.gov.au). 

The Department has continued to work alongside providers to ensure that the best 
possible outcomes are achieved for the services funded.  Many of these services were 
funded through the 2014 IAS grant round. 

The Department also continues to work closely with communities to ensure Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples receive the highest possible standard level of support 
and that services are targeted towards each individual community’s needs. 
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What are the IAS Grant Guidelines? 

The IAS Grant Guidelines apply to most grant activities under the IAS and provide 
information about applying for grant funding and managing projects under the IAS. 

The Grant Guidelines do not apply to other funding delivery models available under the 
IAS, such as the procurement of goods and services. Also, funding provided through 
National Partnership Agreements, Special Accounts and Special Appropriations is not 
covered by the IAS Grant Guidelines. 

Where funding is available, IAS grant funding will now be provided through the processes 
outlined in the revised IAS Grant Guidelines. Information about applying for grant funding 
will also generally be provided in application kits. 

Why have the IAS Guidelines changed?  

In 2015, the Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet (PM&C) reviewed the IAS 
Guidelines. While undertaking the review the Department took account of feedback from 
stakeholders. A series of national public forums were held and the Department also 
considered feedback and comments received through submissions to the Senate Finance 
and Public Administration Reference Committee Inquiry into the IAS.  

Feedback from these processes has been used to ensure the revised Guidelines will be 
clearer for potential applicants, reduce red tape, and result in better, more targeted 
service delivery on the ground.  

What has changed under the revised IAS Grant 
Guidelines? 

The entire IAS Grant Guidelines have been revised, including the format of application kits 
and the application form. The revised IAS Grant Guidelines include a number of changes 
that will: 

• Make it simpler for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, communities and 
service providers to apply for funding under the IAS. 

• Provide improved information for grant recipients in the management of grants 
under the IAS. 

• Support the development of stronger relationships between local Indigenous 
people, communities, service providers and local PM&C Regional Network offices. 

• Provide clearer information on IAS programmes, application processes and 
improved assessment criteria. 

• Simplify the application process through the introduction of the new online 
application form. 
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The revised IAS Grant Guidelines provide a clear role for the PM&C Regional Network to 
work in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and communities, 
and other stakeholders to develop and implement tailored and innovative local solutions. 

Is there a replacement for the Demand Driven project 
funding? 

The Department is no longer accepting demand driven applications. The new 
Community Led Grants and tailored Assistance Employment Grants provide 
opportunities for organisations to apply for funding at any time. 

Please discuss your proposed project with your local PM&C Regional Network office. In 
addition, the application kits located on the Department’s website (dpmc.gov.au) 
provide a clear explanation. 

The Demand-Driven grant process has been replaced by a new Community Led grants 
process. Under new arrangements, grant funding for employment activities, previously 
funded through Demand Driven grants, will be provided through a separate, grant 
funding round called Tailored Assistance Employment Grants.  

How do I now apply for funding? 

The IAS Grant Guidelines and relevant Application Kits are published on the 
Department’s website (www.dpmc.gov.au). These documents provide detailed 
information about the preparation of applications under the IAS. 

Applicants can also approach their local PM&C Regional Network Office with questions. 
Contact details for the PM&C Regional Network are published in the IAS Grant 
Guidelines. 

For more information  

Please refer to dpmc.gov.au for more information on the revised IAS Grant Guidelines and 
funding opportunities. 

http://www.dpmc.gov.au/
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