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Pastor Appreciation week is not about honouring a person, but about honouring the position
they fill. Ministering is demanding work, so it's nice to show appreciation to the people who

volunteer and give their all for it. Here are 10 easy ways church members can do so.

1. *Pray for them. 
 What better way is there for you
to uplift your pastors and church
leaders than through
approaching the throne of
grace with confidence?

 2. *Write them encouraging
letters.
Before Pastor Appreciation
week, distribute stamped
envelopes addressed to the
pastor and invite church
members to write and mail a
personal note of encouragement
and appreciation to the pastor
during the week. 

Need ideas on what to write?
• Thank your leaders for their
time outside the typical nine-to-
five workday.
• Share some Scripture that may
be encouraging to them.
• Tell them about how the Lord
has been using their ministry to
make you more like Jesus.
• Write about how you saw a
friend come to Christ.

Your pastors and church 

leaders will appreciate anything
encouraging.  

3. *Serve in the church.
  Any service you offer will be
helpful for your church leaders.
Simply ask where help is needed
and be willing to be a faithful
servant.  

4. *Give generously.
Giving is usually a pretty
sensitive topic in church, isn’t it?
You can show your appreciation
for your pastors and church
leaders by giving generously and
viewing your gifts as an act of
worship, not merely ministry
maintenance. 

5. *Encourage their families. 
 Occupational ministry is a
family affair, even if the pastor
is the only family member
working in the church. Late
nights, working weekends, phone
calls in the middle of the night
—the demands of ministry affect
more than just the one in the
role

Encourage the families of your 

church leaders in much the same
way you encourage your church
leaders: prayer, notes and acts
of kindness. 

6. Feed them.
 Arrange a nice dinner or
banquet in honour of your
pastors and their spouses, invite
them out to a favourite
restaurant, or prepare a dish for
them to enjoy at home. 

 7. *Give public thanks. 
 Take out an ad in a local
newspaper featuring a photo of
your pastor and a declaration of
your church's love and
appreciation.

 8. *Supply favourite thing. 
 Think of one small thing your
pastor enjoys (M&Ms, fresh fruit,
fishing lures, etc.). Ask each
member to bring that item on
Sunday (i.e. one bag, any size,
of M&Ms).

Or, surprise them with... 
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9. *Tokens of appreciation. 
 Schedule volunteers to surprise the
pastors with a token of appreciation
each day of the week (or month).
Tributes can vary widely. Some ideas
include: a balloon delivery, a shoe-
shine, a pastry item or a gift
certificate. 

 10. Have some fun. 
 For many pastors, work is nonstop.
Invite your pastors and their family out
for a day or evening of fun. Have an
ice-cream social or enjoy a couple
rounds of bowling. 

These are just a few ideas. Feel free to
come up with your own and show your
appreciation a way personal to you.

*Source: Lifeway.com
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