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Maltgarden Where Do We Begin 
    
Happy New Year to everyone, we hope 2022 is going to be a big improvement 
on what 2021 was for most! 
 
The first beer for the year is from our most sought-after brewery toward the 
end of 2021, which is of course Maltgarden.  Within our small beer club 
community, the Maltgarden beers have been gaining a nice following. 
 
This is the baby of the Maltgarden range – a double dry-hopped hazy pale ale 
that highlights to experimental hops in HBC 586 and HBC 630. 
 
The beer pours a hazy straw colour with a fairly thick, soapy head.  The aroma 
is a nice mix of fruits – I think of apricot or peach plus strawberry.   
 
A crisp, light malt body leaves those experimental hops to show the way.  
Really quite a fruit platter of flavours; again I get apricot, strawberry, some light 
citrus (mandarin) and then maybe even lychee at a push. 
 
There is enough bitterness in the aftertaste to finish the beer off nicely and 
invite you back quickly for another taste.  When talking about session beers, 
this is the kind of beer I think of. 
 
 
Style: Hazy Pale Ale 
Country: Poland 
Brewer: Browar Maltgarden 
Alcohol Content (ABV): 4.5%  (1.77 Std Drinks) 

   
                                          

         
   La Debauche Super Vanilla Brew 
 

Toward the end of each year, we look forward to our annual shipment of La 
Debauche beers from France.  This is the first of those beers but keep an 
eye on future monthly packs for a few more of their treats. 
 
This beer is a milk stout.  A relatively modest 5.9% ABV stout with the 
addition of sweet lactose for that dessert feel. 
 
Virtually black in colour and with a nice beige foam this beer looks and 
smells bigger than it actually is.  Loads of vanilla, chocolate, mocha, caramel 
and a hint of coffee all present in the aroma. 
 
To taste the first thing I notice is the delightfully sweet, full body.  It’s a really 
round mouthfeel thanks to the lactose.  But it isn’t all just sweetness as there 
is this roasty astringency from the malt that serves to cut through that 
sweetness and balance things out. 
 
A milk stout isn’t a style that might immediately spring to mind when 
choosing a beer, but they are an interesting option that has that hint of 
indulgence about it.  
 
 
Style: Milk Stout 
Country: France 
Brewer: Brasserie La Debauche 
Alcohol Content (ABV): 5.9%  (1.54 Std Drinks) 
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De La Senne Saison 2021 
    

Now this is something different borne from a collaboration of sorts between the 
two oldest Brussels breweries – Cantillon and Brasserie De La Senne. 
 
De La Senne is known as a quite traditional brewery, producing traditional 
Belgian styles; albeit with a bent toward generous hopping.  Here they have tried 
to recreate a traditional 19th Century Belgian saison. 
 
It was common then for saisons to be heavily hopped (for the preservative effect 
of the hops), and were often made with some local lambic mixed in.  De La 
Senne have made this generously hopped saison, dry-hopped it as well and 
mixed it with some lambic from their Brussels neighbours, Cantillon.  And then 
barrel aged it for 3 years for good measure. 
 
The result is a truly interesting and quite delicious beer.  The aroma is very much 
leaning to the lambic nature with that enticing green apple, leather and wood 
character, with the funky saison notes sitting below.   
 
Tart, bitter and dry in the mouth, the flavours linger on the tongue and dance 
around the gums.  Light but assertive, this beer is super refreshing, intriguing, 
full of character and just plain yum.  Exactly as you’d expect from this duo. 
  
 
Style: Saison 
Country: Belgium 
Brewer: Brasserie De La Senne 
Alcohol Content (ABV): 6.0%  (1.56 Std Drinks) 
 
                                          

 
 
Kees Hoppy By Nature 

   
It’s not often that we see Kees beers in 440ml cans, he reserves that format for 
specialty, one-off or celebration beers.  So when I saw this new beer available 
in the larger can, I stocked up.  And I’m glad I did! 

Hoppy By Nature is a double IPA, and ‘a treat for the hophead’ as noted on the 
can.  Nelson Sauvin, Ekuanot and El Dorado are the hop weapons of choice 
here, and they create a delightful fruity and floral character. 

On the nose, I reckon you get a good dose of tropical fruits – peach, papaya, 
mango and some white citrus; maybe guava.  It smells light and fresh, and so 
very inviting. 
 
These flavours follow through in the taste.  A medium-heavy malt body, along 
with good carbonation means this beer is super easy to drink.  The is a 
reasonably firm bitterness on the finish, which is dry and a little peppery. 
 
Probably not a style that Kees is known for, but here again proving that good 
brewers can turn their hands to any style and make a darn good job of it. 
 
 
Style: Double IPA 
Country: Netherlands 
Brewer: Brouwerij Kees 
Alcohol Content (ABV): 7.2%  (2.50 Std Drinks) 
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Grisette Bio Tripel 

St Feuillien is a common beer label when in Belgium (or even France/The Netherlands), but 
here is a beer that I’d only recently come across. 

It is an interesting beer for a few reasons, not the least of which is that it is certified Gluten 
Free.  So hooray if you want to share this rare beer with a coeliac friend! 

It is a cross between a Belgian Tripel and a farmhouse ale, which I reckon is a really good 
combination.  Lots of nice elements that are quite complimentary, and in truth probably 
indicative of how many beers would have traditionally tasted before breweries got so clever 
with hygiene and yeast control. 

There is a little early malt sweetness, with hints of citrus and white stone fruits.  There is an 
earthy minerality as well, backed by a solid bitterness.  And then in behind is that hint of 
farmhouse funk just adding to the character. 

It is by no means a classic tripel, nor is it a straight up farmhouse as the name might 
suggest.  But it is tasty and interesting.  And yes – the 250ml bottles are something that I 
find a little annoying, but what do you do when that’s the only format they come in? 

Style: Tripel 
Country: Belgium 
Brewer: Brasserie St Feuillien 
Alcohol Content (ABV):  8.0%  (1.58 Std Drinks) 
 

 
Cornet Oaked 

 
Cornet is an interesting beer label owned by Palm Breweries (who are in turn fully 
owned by Swinkels – think Rodenbach, Boon, De Molen just to name a few).   
 
Palm is a traditional Belgian beer brand, most well-known for the Palm Special 
Belge.  But over the years, Palm as a brand has been in decline, losing relevance 
in the fast-moving Belgian beer scene.  Something was needed to save the 
brand, and that turned out to be Cornet. 
 
The beer is a Belgian Strong Blond Ale, introduced to rival the market dominance 
(or get pulled along on the coat tails of) Duvel.  And it has been a success with 
the Cornet label being plastered across cafes and beer bars all around Belgium.   
It also helps that it’s a decent beer. 
 
It has a nice golden body, that gives off hints of banana, vanilla and grainy malts.   
 
The flavour is the same, at first a little sweetness coupled with the familiar Belgian 
yeast characters.  The oaked aspect isn’t too strong, as it is only aged on oak 
chips rather than in barrels, but there is definitely a vanilla note, along with a little 
woodiness to the flavour. 
 
It is smooth, although quite highly carbonated.  It sits atop the tongue, with the 
flavours free to travel the length of your tongue.  In the aftertaste there is a little 
minerality, and a decent level of hop bitterness to linger.   
 
I wouldn’t swap it for a Duvel, but it is a nice beer to drink all the same. 
 

 
Style: Belgian Strong Blond Ale 
Country: Belgium 
Brewer: Brouwerij De Hoorn (Palm – Swinkels) 
Alcohol Content (ABV): 8.5%   (2.21 Std. Drinks) 


