
 

 

 
 
1 February 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Term 1 in Early Learning 
 

Welcome to all our new and returning Early Learning families. It is a special time of settling in, learning 

new routines, and forming connections and relationships between children, families, teachers and 

educators in Early Learning. 

 

Term 1 dates in Early Learning 
 

Please find below upcoming events and dates scheduled for Term 1 in Early Learning for your calendar: 

 

• Wednesday 29 January: Transition enrolments recommenced  

• Thursday 30 January: Preschool Orientation session 9.30am to 11.30am – 3 day enrolments 

• Friday 31 January:  

- 9.30am to 11.30am Preschool Orientation session – 5 day enrolments 

- 6pm Preschool and Transition Information Evening (for parents) 

- 6.30pm PTF Welcome Event (for parents – on the IGS rooftop) 

• Monday 3 February: Preschool Orientation session 9.30am to 11.30am – 2 day enrolments 

• Tuesday 4 February: Preschool children commence full day attendance (before and after care for 

Preschool children commences) 

• Monday 16 March: Harmony Week  

• Tuesday 7 April: Early Learning Cultural Hat Parade – families welcome 

• Thursday 9 April: Final day of Term 1 

• Friday 10 April: Public holiday (Good Friday) 

• Monday 13 April: Public holiday (Easter Monday) 

• Tuesday 14 April – Friday 24 April: Early Learning Vacation Care 

• Monday 27 April: First day Term 2 – Early Learning students return 

 

Staffing update 
 

At IGS Early Learning we are fortunate to have a team of long serving and highly experienced Teachers 

and Educators across both Preschool and Transition class groups. 

 

Please find below some updates and information relating to staffing in Early Learning as follows: 

 

• After many years teaching in Early Learning, Melissa Phillips has secured a permanent ongoing 

role as a Teacher in the IGS Primary School. We’ll miss Melissa’s significant contribution to Early 

Learning though wish her well supporting the learning of Year 1 students this year. 

• Susanna Grey (Teacher and Deputy Director of Early Learning) continues parental leave this 

year and is due to return to Early Learning in 2021.  
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• Jasmin Flyte continues in a full time role as class teacher in Early Learning this year (parental 

leave position to the end of 2020). 

• Elena Palmitessa has been appointed to the fulltime ongoing role of class teacher in Early 

Learning (Transition Green in 2020).  

• We are currently recruiting for Elena’s previous role of Extended Hours Care Coordinator. In the 

interim we are excited to welcome Irene Schillaci to this role on a temporary basis.  

• Michelle Tenkate (Teacher & Acting Deputy Director) will support the leadership, coordination 

and management of Early Learning full time working closely with Teachers and Educators to 

support the highest quality early education program. 

• Suzette Feltrin (Educator, Italian) is currently on leave and looking forward to returning to 

Transition Green on Monday 10 February. 

• Lou Cruz (Educator) concluded her role at IGS at the end of Term 4 2019 to spend more time 

with her family. We are currently recruiting for new Educators to support the program in 

collaboration with the Teachers and Language Educators. 

• We are currently recruiting for an additional Educator (German) to support the German enrolled 

children in Transition. In the meantime, the children in Transition will continue to be supported in 

their language learning each day by Carmen Walter (Educator, German – Preschool). 

• Language Educators in transition will continue to spend time across both Transition class groups 

supporting all children’s language learning. 

 

Sharing information with families  
 

Relationships are an important part of what we do in Early Learning. Families are encouraged and 

welcome to speak with our Early Learning staff at arrival and departure time each day to share 

information about your child, their participation in the program, how they are settling in and any 

information from home that would be important for your child’s teacher to know. For a longer discussion, 

please make a time to meet with your child’s teacher. 

 

At Early Learning we use Storypark – an online documentation tool enabling us to privately share 

photos, videos and learning stories of your child with you detailing their involvement and development in 

the program. In addition, Storypark is used on a regular basis to share information about the classroom 

program, language learning and other Early Learning updates and notices. 

 

Parents will have the opportunity to log in and view information about your child on your device. New 

parents in Early Learning will soon receive an email inviting you to join Storypark. 

 

 

On behalf of Early Learning at IGS I would like to wish everyone an enjoyable term ahead. Please don’t 

hesitate to be in contact with me in person, by phone (9219 6798) or email 

early.learning@igssyd.nsw.edu.au if I can help you in any way. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Sarah Herbert 
Head of School – Early Learning 


