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SANDY: Okay…alright, it’s recording. Yep. 

 
ALLEGRA: Thank you. 

 
SANDY: Yep, no problem. 

 
ALLEGRA: Um, so would you like me to ask, like, guiding questions? Or do you just want to talk, 

because I’m fine with either. 

 
SANDY: I sent Uncle Roger these, uh, questions, so, Uncle Roger, if you wanna start with these, 

and if there’s other things you wanna ask him that’s fine, go for it. Okay. I’m turning over to 

Uncle Roger now. 

 
UNCLE ROGER: Okay. Yep. Uh, about major works in racism. When I was a child before 

Kinchela, the place I lived in Bowral, it was fairly racist. We paid coupons for the, uh, to go to 

the theatre, same as little non-Indigenous kids, and we had to walk down the side of the 

theatres, this is how racist it was, and come in the fire exit and sit on the floor. And if we went 

to get a milkshake at the milk bar, we weren’t allowed to drink out of their glass, we had to take 

our own, uh, thing to put the milkshake in. Dipper—we had a dipper. It was made out of, like a 

baked bean tin, you cut the top off and take it there and they put the milkshake in that for you. 

So it was a pretty racist place, but, you know, there were some good people there as well. But I 

don’t know whether they were ashamed of what they did or they didn’t understand, because 

everything was hidden by the English who came out here. I can’t understand why they never 

made things easier for both sides. I mean, we could’ve got on straight away with them when 

they got here in 1788 so it was pretty racist. And then, uh, the other part about it, we uh, we 

were on a bloody, what do they call it, uh, we had to go and get rations, and I lived on a 

mission and they gave us  tokens for rations and all we could get out of the rations was sugar, 

flour, and tea. We weren’t allowed any meat or anything else besides that. And we had to 

make our own dampers from bread and all… And uh, it was very, very racist, and the people 

looked at you as though you were an animal because we were classified as animals… because 

we weren’t even allowed in hospitals. I was born in 1947 at a place called Crendai (XXX NOT 

SURE IF THIS WORD IS CORRECT; COULDN’T FIND IT ON GOOGLY MAPS) Beach up near the 

north coast near Coffs Harbour and we weren’t allowed to go into hospitals, so my 

grandmother delivered me in a tent on the beach and um until about 1953, they started bringing 



Aboriginal women into the back of the hospital into the laundries so they can document the 

births of the Aboriginal kids. So it was a pretty, ah, stressful thing for - you know - me, me 

family, and- and everybody.  

 
 
SANDY: Is there anything you want to ask about what Uncle Roger’s talked about already? 

 
ALLEGRA:  Um… What- what do you feel where the impacts of this racism that you 

experienced at the time, and do you feel that it had any lasting impacts that affected you still 

today? 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah, well the impact was that I was a child and I couldn’t understand why - 

you know - why…what did I do wrong, because I’d never done nothing wrong in me life. It was 

just that that was the white policy that - you know - meant that we weren’t human we were 

poor enough  (XXX NOT SURE IF THIS WORD IS CORRECT) and uh… I- as a child I couldn’t 

understand - you know what I mean - we had to pay the same amount of money as the 

non-indigenous kids, and sit on the floor and look straight up at the screen of the same movie, 

and same thing again when we went to get a milkshake, you took your own tin dipper down for 

them to throw (XXX NOT SURE IF THIS WORD IS CORRECT) out and why they didn’t let us 

hunt back on- on our tribal land, because when they come here, the uh convicts did um think 

(XXX NOT SURE IF THIS WORD IS CORRECT) about 7 years- if they lived that long after that - 

they were given land. And they just come out and we had a tribal land where we hunted, 

fished, and hunted and seasonal, and uh, they sent the convicts out that done their time to farm 

for the colony, to keep them alive, for the rest of the convicts and …mob around, and they put 

fences up, and when we walked on the land we used to walk, you know they’d shoot the gun 

bang, and tell us to get off the land. So we could not go out and hunt kangaroos for meat and 

uh, yeah just it made things very difficult and uh I remember that as a child I used to go along 

the riverbank and come up if I walked across the land they’d shoot their gun at the air and tell 

you to get off their land, so it was very, very prejudiced and uh… from then to today it’s an 

entirely different type of – the people are more understanding. The whole problem is - what I 

can see - is when the English came across here they made all these rules and regulations and 

they as a  (XXX INAUDIBLE) of fauna and you couldn’t do nothing like if we had to go 

somewhere we had to get a certificate from the - from the police, you know, to even travel, 

and they put us on a mission, and the mission was on Commonwealth land and the normal 

police - the NSW police - couldn’t come on that mission unless he had a representative of the 

government - of the Commonwealth Government- with him, so things started out, you know, 

pretty bad as a child when you see things, but up to the date, it’s an entirely different thing, and 

as I said - the English did everything, and your father and grandfather and all your family are 

not responsible for what the English hid from you, from what they put us through, so there’s no 



guilt - you know what I mean - you should feel no guilt at all for uh, what, you know, we’re 

talkin’ about, because your grandparents and great grandparents weren’t told nothing…and 

what we had to go through to, you know, live a normal life. 

 
ALLEGRA:  So they were preventing you from like, your own cultural practices on your own 

land and not allowing you to fish and hunt… 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yes, that’s exactly correct. They wouldn’t let us hunt, wouldn’t let us fish, 

because they gave all that land away to the ex-convicts to provide feed for the colonies. 

 
ALLEGRA:  Um, do you feel that anything - what are the things that you feel have gotten better 

in terms of racism and like, policies in Australia today? 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Well the things to day is, is still goin’ on, like if we talk to the government 

about anything - anything at all - they will take forever, you know to, to sort the stuff out or 

even get back to us, and like, like we’ve got the boy’s home at Kinchela where we were taken, 

and that’s a heritage listed build- heritage listed place now, and all the other heritage listed 

through the convicts - convicts heritage listed - the funding, you know what I mean - to 

maintain and look after ‘em, but the one at Kinchela we get no funding for; just a little bit of 

handouts, and uh, all the boys - you know what I mean - the brothers would like to gift that 

back; make like a victory-type thing you know - even though it was a punishable place - you 

achieved something that you got back, you know what I mean - you can walk in the gate and 

you can walk out as free as you want instead of being locked in the boy’s home. 

 
ALLEGRA:  So do you feel that - (muffled speaking) sorry? 

 
SANDY:  When Uncle Roger talks about ‘victory’ it’s really understanding the context of as 

children and as Aboriginal people they had no control over their life, so the victory - I think that 

Uncle Roger is talking about is that by getting agency or having control over that space, that it 

shows they’ve come a full circle, you know, they have the capacity to make decisions about 

that place that robbed them of their childhood. And I’m curious to know when you hear these 

stories, how you feel, because you’re not looking or reading a textbook now, like you’ve got 

Uncle Roger sitting in front of you, who is a human, who has been treated - I want you to think 

about how - if you’re taken off your land, and you no longer have access to food, or a 

sustainable way of life, and your put on a mission - and Uncle Roger said they were given 

tokens. Tokens are not money. You know the tokens, you can only exchange for sugar, flour, 

and tea, but you can’t get a job, so you can’t make money, and you have no permission to leave 

that place – it’s like living on a jail- in a jail - you have no permission to leave that place, and so 

do you imagine that having sugar, flour and tea is a balanced diet? 



 
ALLEGRA:  Not at all.  

 
SANDY:  And so a lot of the health issues are -really have been fuelled by very poor diet and a 

lack of capacity to actually gain good nutrition, and by the, the - and also the fact that you can’t 

get a job if you’re not educated. And the literacy standards of a lot of Aboriginal people are very 

compromised because they had no capacity to attend schools either, or the education that 

they were given was very tokenistic or minimal, because they were considered to be 

sub-human, and not capable of learning like white people. So when you talk about racist 

attitudes, it’s like they’ve set them over in a place and treated them like - they put them in a 

pen, you know like in a yard, and kept them separate. 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  I went to Bowraville as a child to the school there, but we were put in a big 

shed out the back of the school - it was like a big barn, and we had stools, like wooden stools 

and wooden tables and all they taught us back then - they had a big six-foot fence - the school 

was there, but we weren’t allowed to go and sit in the classrooms and learn. All they taught us 

then was about this bloke named God, and uh, by the time I uh, went to Kinchela - they put me 

in a class there - I was as dumb as crap. I’m sorry about the word, but I was dumb. Because all 

I knew was about this God bloke. And uh, you know when they took - they come- I tell you 

they, they come in 1958 - it was still white policy back then, they come in a big black car up to 

the mission; the police officer came with the welfare officer, and they sat me mother down in 

like the little mission houses, and they sat mum down and they said, “Mum-” they said to mum, 

“You sign these papers, it’s the best thing for you”. You know we’ve got to take your boys”, and 

uh, mum had to sign the paper, and so they grabbed us, threw us in the back of this car, and I 

was fairly educated about cars - I knew about cars - it was interested in being a mechanic but I 

had no brains to be a mechanic - they threw me in the car, and they took me from Bowraville 

mission down to a place called Kinshela, and then when I walked through them gates - I can 

still remember them gates - like uh, a…a beacon that keeps going off in me mind, they took me 

identity away, my culture, and even my name. 

 
 When I walked through that gate I wasn’t Roger Jarrat any more, I was number 12. And they 

took me in and stripped me down, naked, and they took me clothes and I saw me clothes in 

the incinerator, and I even had second hand sandshoes, which the nuns actually got the 

Aboriginal kids when we were on the mission, and they even burnt them, and they took me 

down to a uh - before the - they shaved me head bald; said that I had lice; marched me down 

to a shower block in the nude, and got this old scrubbing brushes - the one you scrub floors 

with, and the- the soap was like they made it themself like it was a dark, lard type of soap, and 

you had to scrub yourself like you bled as a child, and it was cold, because it was winter time 

when they took me, and then you dried yourself off with a towel they gave ya, and you had to 



cover your face over your mouth, and they threw this white powder over me, and me young 

brother Phillip, and then they marched us back up through this uh - what do you call it - like a 

storeroom, and in this storeroom it had like square pigeon holes, and each every one of them 

had a number on ‘em. Number 12 was a big boy that had left; they’d put him out as labour, uh, 

towards the uh farming, because they taught him how to, you know, do farm work, and he was 

labouring, and he was a big boy, and I was 11 years old, a skinny little blackfella, and his clothes 

were raggy - worn out - and you know jumpers had holes in it and shorts were all ripped and 

torn, but I understood later on - you know what I mean - they just gave me a string to tie me 

trousers up they were that floppy, and then three months later they fitted me out with another 

pair of clothes that actually fitted me, but before that I had to walk around with these 

clothes…and all the time I was in Kinshela we’d get up at 4.30 in the morning in the country 

with frost on the ground - it was that thick when you walked on it it was like walkin’ on snow, 

and I was born crippled because we weren’t allowed in hospital, me feet had turned in. At 

three years old they operated on me in Sydney, and when I went to Kinshela, I used to walk 

funny and um, the boys called me a nickname, pigeon; pigeon-toed, and staff used to come up 

to me every day and belt you around the back of the head, or belt you with a cane, saying, 

“walk properly, walk straight”, and as a child I said, “I’m walking”, and I didn’t realise that I was 

walking funny. But you know I got a hidin’ every day for not walking properly, and because we 

had no shoes, I used to kick me feet because it was farmland, and farmland looked like a 

manicured lawn; flat, and you could walk around, and up to this day I still can’t grow toenails, 

because they kicked me toes every single day.  

 
And you know they just kept bleeding and I just had the toes give up trying to grow. The only 

time we got shoes was when we went to Kempsey High School, and we put them on in the 

morning and wear them to school, and we’d come back and they’d have to be taken off straight 

away and polished, and put beside your bed. And even over - when we went over - they woke 

us up at 4.30, and it used to be, “wakey wakey rise and shine”; the staff’d come in, and we’d go 

to the dairy, and we’d milk the cows before we went to high school, and when we’d come 

back we’d have a shower and get ready and have breakfast and go to high school. And the 

younger boys if they didn’t finish their chores - every morning they had chores to do; they 

polished brass pipes, they done mirrors, they polished wooden floors and there was a lot of 

things they had to do, and if they didn’t complete their chores in the  morning they weren’t 

allowed to have breakfast, so it was something that, you know, really gave you a bad feeling 

about people, and it made me hate white people, you know, when I was younger.  

 
And the uh, food that we had, like the cornflakes and cereals were put in like a galvansied 

garbage bin - you know years ago, your grandparents’d probably remember about ‘em, they 

were galvanised and they were garbage tins and they’d put the garbage in them and just come 

and collect them- 



 
SANDY:  –Just stop there Uncle Roger – galvanised is like a - a treated tin, so it’s like those bins 

that are garbage bins – 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  –Yeah big garbage bins yeah. And, and they put everything out; our pastas, 

our breakfast cereals, our ah, peas- dried peas and that type of stuff would go into these, and 

they weren’t air-tight, so when you had your porridge in the morning, you had weevils; little 

moths that would get into your food and lay grubs, in-in your porridge, and as you poured the 

milk over they’d float to the top, and in the pastas, your black weevils would eat the pasta, and 

if you didn’t eat your breakfast, or pastas or breakfast cereal, you’d get the continually until 

you’d get that plate cleaned out. So- you know, like I dunno, I just couldn’t understand and uh, 

and made yer ate more, but when you got out of the bus at Kempsey High School it was 

beautiful because you were free and I was Roger Jarrat again, back at High school. But the 

unfortunate part about High School was that I had to repeat 2G at Kempsey High School - I was 

dumb as all hell, and uh– 

 
SANDY:  – Can I just interrupt here – what you have to understand Allegra about trauma is that 

when you’re highly traumatised you- it affects your capacity to actually to take in information 

and to learn it, so if you’re really traumatised, and I mean, I don’t know if you’ve ever felt it in 

your life - you know when you’re before a really important exam and you study really hard, 

and it’s like you can’t really think, and when you live under extreme stress and overwhelm, and 

these boys were physically punished constantly, and when Uncle Roger says he’s dumb, he’s 

not really; he didn’t have the mental capacity to be able to process things because of the 

trauma; that’s what was happening, but you go on Uncle Roger – 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah, I could look at the blackboard; I could see letters and figures up there, 

but I couldn’t understand what they meant. You know I just didn’t have the capacity in the end; 

I was that stressed that I could see the blackboard and figures and numbers and letters, but 

they meant nothing to me. I couldn’t comprehend it, put it that way, on what it was about. And 

uh, like even at high school I couldn’t do that. But the teachers tried to help me, and you know, 

on my report - I’ve got a report, they put, “Roger tries”. And then I had to repeat 2G, and 

because I had to repeat 2G and because I had to repeat 2G, seven of the boys run away from 

the home. They were caught, brought back and flogged, hair shaved out the front garden, as a 

show when people drove past, just to embarrass ‘em, and uh, it would have been seven or 

eight years down the track before I got out, so they pulled me out of high school because I had 

to repeat it, an embarrassment for the government I ‘spose, and they sent me down to a place 

down at Homebush in Sydney, and it was a PNG hostel PNG was Telecom today, and uh, they 

thought I might be able to train as a linesman down there, but I could go and dig the hole– I 



could dig a hole, put the telegraph pole in but when it comes to the actual paperwork I couldn't 

understand it, so then I was uh making toast, and washing dishes at this PNG hostel 

 
Eventually I did maintenance around there, because I got another three boys down there, after 

me, to do my job, and ah, then I met me brother-in-law, which I, I played football and uh, he 

got me a job at Simon’s Carpets. At the financial year the stocktaking; you roll out each carpet, 

measure them, and put them back in stock. He must have been that impressed with me - the 

boss- because he asked me if I wanted a job. I was getting 10 shillings a week up at the big 

house. And half of that was going into a trust account. So the government was taking 5 shillings 

of that - 

 
SANDY:  –Did you ever get that money back?  

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yes I did; I did.   

 
SANDY:  Good.  

 
UNCLE ROGER:  I did, uh, and that 5 shillings, anyway I eventually went and worked at Simon’s 

Carpets and I got more money, and at the time, I didn’t know nothing about the facts of life, and 

I met his sister, Ros, and we’ve been married for 54 years now. And when I came back 

before-prior to that, I come back as a teenager to Bowraville, and me uncle said to me, he said, 

nephew, go away and get another women, the bloodline is getting very thin. In the Aboriginal 

culture, we’re given totems – I’m a carpet snake. All the Aboriginal people are given totems not 

to inbreed. And this was 65 thousand years ago. 

 
So I went away and I met me missus down at Homebush, and we’ve had 2 children. 1 boy, 1 

girl. And I got scared that the government was going to come and take my son and daughter, so 

I had a medical procedure what they call a vasectomy in 1972, so I wouldn’t have any more 

children, so I could shove me kids under me arm, and me and me wife, me son and me 

daughter could just run out of the house away from the welfare police. 

 
SANDY:  I’m going to stop you here Uncle Roger because I want you to understand Allegra that 

that is a response to trauma – 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  That’s exactly right – 

 
SANDY:  – Where you - it becomes so invasive in your head that you, you make plans like to 

actually – you know to undergo this medical procedure so you- you can’t have any more 

children– 

 



UNCLE ROGER:  –That’s right I could only fit two kids; one under this arm and one under that 

arm. You know what I mean; exactly right. Yeah, so the trauma was there and I had the 

operation. You know what I mean I regretted that I-I did because, you know, I-I wanted more 

kids [inaudible] … as the trauma affected me I couldn’t take that chance. They could come into 

my house, into my life and take my kids away. So, I think I would have ended up in jail anyway; 

I would have killed the police or the government. I-I-I had more strength than- I was a young 

teenager you know. I was 17 and Ros was 16, and so it gives you some idea… they never taught 

us about nothing. But you know what I mean- as I said we’ve been married for 54 years. We 

have our blues like everybody else. You know it’s a hard road, but as you get older you realise- 

or I started to realise when I got older  - that the staff at Kinchela; there was a manager whose 

name was Frank White, and he was an ex-army captain from England. There was a sergeant 

John Purvis, who was in the Grenadier Guards, from England; a sergeant. There was Billy 

Dodds, he was a private soldier from England, and there was a medic - Harry Burns from 

Macksville where I’m living now – 

 

ALLEGRA:  – Oh my grandparents live in Macksville – 

 

UNCLE ROGER:  – Sorry? 

 

ALLEGRA:  Oh, my grandparents live in Macksville as well… 

 

UNCLE ROGER:  Oh well, I'm in Macksville now, right, ok… um, what’s his name? Harry Burns 

was a medic and he used to come down - and the staff would come down… And two Cooks 

were from Jerseyville and Mr Willoughby, and Mr, uh… Stewart, And they were regimented like 

that. and as a child I didn't realise, but as I got older that they were traumatized and I didn't 

understand it... I didn't understand what they were going through. That they'd been to war and 

they’d seen their brothers and colleagues killed, and blown up beside them. So they were 

scattered in the head, and the only way they could teach us little blackfellas was through 

belting us - that's the only way they knew. Because in the army when you're a soldier you're 

taught to kill, and when you're taught to kill - and they were taught to do this exactly perfect 

and they were given punishments all the time so I guess they just continued- you know what I 

mean - they were traumatized and they still are now, but they were traumatized and they were 

-you know what I mean doing -what they did to us…Is there anything that you wanna ask me- 

 

SANDY:  – But Uncle Rodger there was some extreme punishments. what about the tree…? 

 

UNCLE ROGER:  Oh yeah– We ah, had a tree back near the dairy. It had a chain on it. and if you 

said something trivial, you know like to your mate, calling his name or - or anything at all, Well 



they'd think-because they were traumatised-that you were talking about them. And they'd 

march you over to that tree and strip you naked and chain you up there, and they left you there 

to their-whatever-they wanted you to stay there for a week that - 2 weeks or whatever 

Chained up to this tree, and they didn't feed them full stop but when I went over there for 30 

every morning we used to go down and get the corn out of the Corn -we had to do our own 

farming, so we planted corn and potatoes and all of the rest of the food as well. We used to get 

eggs out of the-we had chooks as well-about 200 chooks-two different pens. and milk we 

used to get from - eggs, we’d boil ‘em Up and take them to the boy that was chained up and 

give him a feed but not so the staff could see what we were doing. Because we would have 

been chained up there as well. So every morning we’d give a feed if they were there, and, 

some of the boys were so traumatized-You know what I mean-the young ones-missing their 

parents and family, they wet the bed. They used to march them out and strip them 

naked-march them out and put the sheet around them-an old sheet-a towel – put the towel 

on the barbed wire fence, march them into our neighbour’s property, which was Mr 

Carroll…McCarroll…he had a Swamp in the back of his property. They used to march them out 

in this swamp and make ‘em stand there in this cold water. Leeches and everything else was in 

there. And then you can hear ‘em crying from where you are in the home. And they'd make ‘em 

stand out there so their kidneys were-were stuffed, you know what I mean-from standing in 

the cold water. You know what I mean- they’d bring ‘em back in at their leisure again, and 

they’d ‘uh, make ‘em wash their sheets and everything else and, hang them out, and do 

everything because they were traumatized and there was no mother there to help them, and 

uh, you know, it was-there was no mother there to help them. You know, you know, it was 

horrific -what they’d do to you-they'd bash you all the time. The thing is like, I explained it in 

this way- we sung out,  

but if, if  you closed your eyes and imagined you were in a dark room and you-you'd sing out 

for your parents to come and help you and all these years you'd be doing that-screaming out 

for help…and nobody’d come like you…and you'd-you’d Get to the point where you'd get that 

fed up about calling for help because nothing was coming, and you'd just ...You'd have to 

change yourself and become harder and become more-I don't know what you'd call it-  

 
SANDY:  -You'd just shut down wouldn’t you – 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  You do, definitely yeah-  
 
SANDY:  –You'd just shut down– 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yep, yeah, exactly. 
 
ALLEGRA:  So do you feel like this trauma that you and a lot of other people from your 
generation experienced is still like a prevalent influence on your life today?  



 
UNCLE ROGER:  It, it is-it definitely is an impact on me life. You know what I mean, I-I 
can't–You know what I mean-like I said I've been around for 54 years and I'm grateful for me 
wife-she educated me coming out of Kinchela. She made me read and write, you know I can 
do that today, but the trauma’s still there and if-if your grandparents come from a place called, 
from Macksville, then you know what I mean- i can understand the white people have got 
more money, so they are all the businesses around and they're doing the right thing by bringing 
their family into their shops and everything else. But the Aboriginal people and kids and that, 
the only work we got was seasonal work when they needed peas, beans, you know what I 
mean-banana plantations and cut suckers out and box bananas and all that type of stuff-you 
know what I mean-so there was no jobs there, and now, now there is. The only reason these 
jobs are there is because the government is supplying jobs. you know, through, through ah 
different things to the Aboriginal People, and that's the only way they got work, aside from the 
dole. When they were on the dole it's, it's, it's a degrading, dehumanising, because they get a- 
a- a certain amount of money and they're asked questions about everything that they're giving 
it for.  

And even today, I just seen something weird that whatever the Aboriginal people want, 
like we want uh family, because everybody in Australia is living off this land; you're born from 
the land-all your molecules and all your stuff in your body you're seeing out of Mother Earth. 
So all of your family – this, this, this is Australia -and this is one thing I don't understand-about, 
about the white man in politics. This is a desert island and that's a fact. Now that fact was made 
for two animals, kangaroo and the emu. That's all there was; a couple of dingoes and and you 
know wombats and all that type of stuff, but you know the one actually bouncing around on 
the grass were two and that's, you know, mother nature made it that way. But when they 
jumped on the grass and they bounced on the grass and they had a feed so they didn't destroy 
the grass. Now the English brought cattle over and they've got cutting hooves. When they walk 
on the grass and that they cut the soil out-so the topsoil gets washed away. Silt up rivers, 
creeks, and we get floods. Around the coast, you know, the cattle would have been good, you 
know, they can rejuvenate because the –because of the rain. But they took them all out west 
and there's a bigger desert now than when they first got ‘ere. Because the cattle’s cut 
everything up and destroyed all of it, the land. So I don't know how they're going to fix that 
because they've ah, nature, again which we believe in-and if it wasn't for nature-you wouldn't 
be here.  

You know you're part of this earth, you grow from this earth and all the feed and 
proceeds you get are made from this earth, so you grow up from this earth. We believe in this 
is our mother nature. Because when I went to Kinchella I was taught Catholic stuff. I cried out 
for that God every night for three months, and he-he never came. And I said what am I doing 
here?. What have I done wrong? Who have I killed? You know what I mean you-you go 
through these things trying to understand why you're put in that position. You know so uh, I 
don't believe in God. The Aboriginal people don't believe in God, they believe in nature. They 
feel nature and get stuff out of nature.  And as I said with all the modern people now, you 
know, are all joined, and-and we're living off this land so we're all eating the same food and 
that type of stuff. And-and even today when I come back to Kempsey as a teenager, which is 
where I used to go to high school, when I first come back there I felt like I was still a child. I felt 
like all the white people was still looking at you like when I was in the boys home, but now as 



an adult – I'm 73 years old – when I go in I feel proud and strong, and, and That I am equal to 
them.  

So the trauma stays with you for a long time, it's stays with you all your life. The thing is, 
you need support around around you-you know-to get through things.  And there's not enough 
work in the country to give indigenous people a job. so therefore they get on the dole and 
they're negative-you know what I mean-and they're, they've actually inherited our trauma. 
When you're born you inherit your parents’ DNA.  

 
ALLEGRA:  So it continues to impact generations-  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's right-  
 
ALLEGRA:  -In a never-ending cycle, so it kind of sets you up for failure… 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's right. Like yourself; you can read, you can write, you can open yourself, 
you can talk. That's the DNA through your parents and grandparents and great grandparents. 
All that stuff that they had, the trauma that they had, you feel insecure sometimes, and wonder 
what the hell is going on here? You know what I mean-it's part of becoming a human and your 
life is your own life. Even though you're now as you are, your DNA from your father and 
mother and your grandparents and great parents are trying to come through and dominate 
things, so you get confused, you know what I mean-in your mind-you say, what's this? What's 
that? Am I going the right way? Am I doing the right thing? But the whole point about it is it's 
there life they've had-it's gone. This is your life. You are strong enough now to lead your own 
life. You've got to understand. And when you do understand that you will start to begin 
realising what life's about. And if you need any support the teachers are there to teach you. All 
you have to do is go up and talk to them. Don't, don't be afraid to get support from the 
teachers. It's very important because they're there to teach you about life, because when you 
leave high school you'll be able to cope, you know what I mean – so people aren’t robbing you 
and doing things they're not supposed to do. And they're there to educate you. I know when 
you're going to school you, you reject it go but if you sit down and think about it, they’re 
teaching you something about life; that you're going to go through as you grow up. So, so 
they're always there for you.  

And another thing too, if your grandparents are still alive, or even great grandparents, if 
you want to ask them any particular thing, please do it while they're alive, because as you get 
older your realise ah– “I should have asked Nan”, “I should have asked Pop”. “I should have 
asked Mum; I should have asked Dad”. This is a golden opportunity for you to ask them before 
they go, and you'll never be bothered for the rest of your life, because some of the some of the 
[inaudible] In your life that you go through, and you change in your body, and you go, “I should 
have asked Nan that; I should have asked Pop that”. And your grandparents have no idea, 
because it was hidden by the English government, about us, about the Aboriginal people. It was 
all hidden. You know you can come to school, you can learn about ah, French or some other ah 
– they give you two subjects, you know, in Australia, whatever they are, and you can learn 
about them, but you couldn't learn about Aboriginal stuff, because that wasn't in the, in the 
curriculum, and we were still fauna. So, as it is now, I'm really proud of you, for what you're 
doing and what you're trying to learn, and in your lifetime you're learning from me, and if you 
want to know anything about my culture – which you're learning now, please, I'm here, and the 



only way you're ever going to learn it is through a book full. And you can't get the true answers 
through a book. You'll get other  answers there, but they'd be, ah, questions answered truly. But 
with me, I'm here, I'm open, and I'm pleased to ask-answer any questions you got. So if there's 
any questions…yep… 

 
ALLEGRA:  Um, from what I've liked observed, just from People I know, and like things that I 
see  on the news, I feel like a big source of modern racism is like the misconception that like oh 
Aboriginal people are like lazy or like they're dole bludgers, like a lot of stereotypes like that, but 
people don't have the understanding or the education to realise that like, socioeconomically 
disadvantaged and indigenous people are like that because of intergenerational trauma, which 
like, prevents them from like, getting a job, or like overcoming addiction and things like that, so 
a lot of people like, don't really understand because they don't go to the effort to be educated 
so that there's like this system that kind of goes in a circle of racism.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yes, I'll tell you about me. I'm 73, I am a resilient floor layer. I can do 
commercial [inaudible] hospitals,  [inaudible] centres, In operating theatres, I can roll the floor 
up so that they don't get no germs. I've been a subcontractor, working for myself, for over 40 
years. so I had to go out and get my qualifications. I had to buy my own tools, and buy me own 
insurance, and me own vehicles, and everything. and so all  Aboriginal people are not drunks 
and not dole bludgers. I don't drink because me elders told me when I was younger not to do 
it, and I don't smoke. And if I did do them things I'm sure I wouldn't be here talking to you 
today. Because, my life expectancy was 40 years old. Because of all the – even the common 
cold that the English brought here, was like a pandemic, like Covid-19. The cold was like that to 
our people-it killed thousands upon thousands. So, you know what I mean, like, I'm pretty 
resilient to be here with the oldest living people in the world. 60 or 70,000 years… you know 
the Europeans, you know what do they call them-the Egyptians and all that, they're only 
thousands of years old. We’re 65,000 years old, and I’d like all the white people – the 
non-indigenous, to take a branch off our tree and join us as a family. You know, we're open for 
it. I occasionally get me young nephews and nieces to hear my pain, and they've got no right to 
act on it. They go out and protest you know, but they've got no right to. I-I've brought myself 
now to a place where I'm comfortable with me life, you know, and uh, as I talk to you, I'm very 
comfortable. So, the prejudice part of it is, we're all one family-as I said we live off the one 
land, we eat off the one land, we are all a family.  

And I hope – you know what I mean – that people of any culture in this country 
now-because we're a multiculture – you know -could take that on board, and I don't care what 
nationality they are. They are still our family. You know, we're hoping to them that [inaudible] 
take it-you know what I mean-and it would give them a better understanding. now 
you've-you've parents and grandparents and that, and as I said, had no idea what was going 
on, and all this is a new thing to them, and probably when you go back, I’d like you to tell them 
that none of this that we're going through is their fault. Not [inaudible]-it's all the English hidden 
stuff about it. So therefore-you know-you can freely ask your mother and father and 
grandparents, you know, what they -and they'd say the same thing – they didn't know what 
was going on, because the English hid it. so, any other things you want to – you know I'm here 
I'm in real, I’m in life so, please… 

 
SANDY:  I think two it's one of those stereotypes that you're talking about-  



 
ALLEGRA:   Yep– 
 
SANDY:  One of the great things is that, that you're part of that healing process in that-because 
you understand, you know you articulated that very well, and I think you can see in Uncle 
Roger, an extraordinary resilience. I mean when you think of how he suffered under 
discrimination, and separation, and a lack of education, you know, and you think of the qualities 
that actually you can see in him now, none of those are what's represented often in the media 
– 
 
ALLEGRA:  –Yes– 
 
SANDY:  So you can become part of the voice that cancels out that negativity, and that's a 
really good thing you know, that's-don't you think Uncle Roger? 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Fantastic -yep, definitely, yeah. So, so, is there anything you want to ask?  
 
ALLEGRA:  Um…– 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  This is the opportunity of your lifetime, I mean to actually learn first off… 
 
ALLEGRA:  Um, Do you feel like you actually or personally experienced a lot of racism today 
because I know Macksvillel is like a small, predominantly white country town… 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yes, well the thing is in Macksville or anywhere I go now, I come to a stage in 
my life, I'm-I'm a resilient floor layer. I've got certificates, I can go into nursing homes, childcare 
centres, and hospitals and install vinyl so it's germ-free. I've worked for meself for over 40 
years as a subcontractor, so the people now that I walk past are my family. I don't look at them 
different, I look at them as my family, even in Macksville.  And I say g'day to everybody I come 
across. Just g'day. You know what I mean I've-I've passed that stage of, of being  put down. I'm, 
I'm equal as a human being with every other human being that I've passed or come in contact 
with, and, and a lot of me nieces and nephews haven't reached that stage yet. They're still 
going through they're traumatised part because it's been passed down through the DNA-that 
trauma. And I'm trying to set an example, you know to show them how things can turn out if – 
they've got to do it themselves, they've got to do it themselves. There's no cure for this, it's a 
self-cure. You've got to do it yourself, and you've got to be positive about it, and be fair 
dinkum. And and I don't know if you can achieve anything, but I've achieved the maximum in 
my life; I've got 8 grandkids, and 8 great-grandchildren. Now to have 8 great grandkids,  they’re 
mine-do you understand what I'm talking about? I had no freedom and no rights when I was 
younger, but my kids – no one's going to run away with them. My kids and my grandkids and 
my great grandkids, there's something that feels really proud to me because I’ve achieved and 
they're mine, and that's incredible.  
 
SANDY:  Pretty Good thing to sow into the future.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  It is, Yep, exactly right. Yep … 



 
ALLEGRA:  So do you feel like generations like my generation or or like the younger generations 
of indigenous kids, as in young adults, do you feel like they also experience a lot of oppression 
and racism, but in different ways from you obviously? Like in prison rates and arrest rates And 
stuff like that? 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Of course. That's, that's a fact- 
 
ALLEGRA:  Yep 
 
UNCLE ROGER:   Yep, you know what I mean. the police wouldn't have a job. We get 330 
billion dollars annually given to the Aboriginal people. Now 330 billion dollars is to protect the 
Aboriginal people. Now around 30 billion goes to the army, navy, police force for the 
protection  of the Aboriginal people. They, you know what I mean, they are, there's, there's a 
lot of good police there, and a lot of redneck police, but they still, still try you know, to do the 
right thing by the Aboriginal people. But the Aboriginal people have got – have been 
traumatised against the authority, because I've been– I can't explain it to you, but if something, 
ok, ok: If somebody broke into your room and wrecked-and stole all your property, it would go 
in your head, and you’d always be wary that it could happen again, so that is part of a trauma 
thing like I've been explaining to you, is that they've taken our land away, and we couldn't feed 
our families, and they've still got everything now, the national parks is open… what do they call 
it-it's crown land; we can only claim crown land, and when we do claim crown land we have 
to give it back to the government for a 99-year lease. Uluru,  in the Northern Territory you 
know Ayres Rock? That's been signed back to the– that's been given to the traditional owners, 
but even though it's been given to the traditional owners, they've got a sign and 99-year lease 
back to the government, so they can look after it. so everything we get to us is made into parks 
and all that. We've got to still sign it because there’s leases on ‘em, so what the point I'm 
making is, is that if things are taken away from you, stolen, you know, you'll never get it back, 
and you'll always have a fear of it being taken again, and, and it's true, the Aboriginal people are 
still treated today, like second class citizens in a lot of places. They’re brought up to a better 
standard, and better equalness, and there's a lot of beautiful people out there, I mean white 
people, you know what I mean, it's incredible-they've actually seen what's going on, and you 
know they're there for us-they want to help. So, I've been traumatised, probably till the day I 
die, and I'll never forgive the government for what they did to my mother. They humiliated her 
and they made her sign papers, you know what I mean, they took her kids away– 
 
SANDY:  –Let me too– When Uncle Roger says they made her sign papers, Allegra, do you 
think she could read the papers?  
 
ALLEGRA:  No, of course not.  
 
SANDY:  That's exactly right. so they made her sign a legal document without the dignity of 
actually even explaining that what she was giving was permission for them to take her children 
away. And she was under the impression, the way it had been explained to her, that she would 
be able to get Roger and his brother in 12 months-in 12 months time. That was her 
understanding.  



 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah-and mum did come to Kinchela right? My mother did come to Kinchela. 
And me and me brother's ran up to the gate from the creek and we were that happy and 
laughing, and we said, “Oh she's come to pick us up and take us home”. Mum came in and put 
a blanket down and had some biscuits and lollies and cordial and sat down and had a little 
drink and a thing with us, and then she had to go. She said she had to go, and we thought we 
were going to go with her. And then I said to Mum meself, because I was the oldest, and I was 
looking after me brothers as a father figure. I told mum, I said “please Mum don't bother 
coming again. it's too painful for us”. And I imagine how much painful it was for her To come 
down seeing us and couldn't even take us back home. so I regret it all of me life, and when I got 
back as a teenager to see Mum, you know what I mean-I apologised to her. I said, “I didn't 
want you to go through that pain again”. And I never spoke to me mum about how she felt. 
That's why I'm telling you if you've got anything to ask your parents, you’ll regret for the rest of 
your life. I-I should have asked me mum how she felt, but I felt as if if I asked me mother it’d 
bring something up back in her, and she wouldn't be able to sleep. She’d be crying, and 
probably started drinking or whatever she did just to kill that painful memory. So, so I never 
asked my mum-I supported my mum every way I could up until now. that's, that's, part of life.  

So the trauma’s still there, and me young nieces and nephews are still feeling that 
through the DNA, and even today and there's no jobs in the country. You know the 
government's got all the money in the world-they give these immigrants that come in-fair 
enough, you know what I mean the poor buggers are getting shot and killed and everything 
else, and I put that down to the English. I blame the English because England went to Africa and 
the Zulus had a river there – and like we have waters up here. Our border is the Clarence River 
up near Iluka. [Aboriginal language phrase I don’t know the spelling of] – ‘This is my land’: down 
to Stuarts Point and Back Creek. So in Africa as well when the English went there with their 
guns shooting everybody except the Zulus, said, “you don't rule anymore, this is not your land”, 
and then them other tribes that were there knew their land things, but it was taken away from 
them, like us,  and then the English said a”Ah, good God this is too big for us to rule”, so they 
pulled out. So what can happen to the Zulus, they took up the land a little bit further. Now it 
wasn't their river, it was the next river. By that time, and then, then this in-warring and trauma 
and they're killing each other because they're trying to work out who they are, and where were 
their borders and they were family and friends.  

So theEnglish started this all over the world where they've been and they pulled out. 
So, they've got a lot to answer for but they won't answer for it, you know what I mean… and we 
wrote a letter to the Queen, you know, just asking her to help us sort a few things out or give us 
some sort of a; I don't know what she could do but, with the English they leave a paper trail so 
if we've got to go back to anything there's a trail of paper there, and the trail of paper they put 
in, and they don't want anyone to see it-there's a word for it... it's all God Almighty what is it? 
Never be seen or something. So they've hidden all this stuff away, stuff they don't want you to 
see and understand and find out about. I'm pretty reasonably sure that the English, back in 
1788, was Henry… no King George I think it was, King George the Third? And I'm sure when he 
told Cook when he came over here, I think it took them something like 8 months to come over 
from England on sailing ships to Australia, and ah, when they came to Botany Bay they came in 
and there were two warriors up there at La Perouse watching ‘em come in, and they shot one 
in they killed him. So the Aboriginals spoke to each other and said, “don't trust the newcomers 
with the fire stick”. So it no stage did the Aboriginal people make a treaty with the English. So 



they had to try and get back, and in the 1700, Cook-he was a lieutenant-by that time, he 
circumnavigated the east coast Of Australia and he put a flag on an island, disposition island or 
something I don't know what it is, and claimed it-  

 
SANDY:  –Possession Island-  

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Hey? 

 
SANDY:  Possession Island … 

 
UNCLE ROGER:  Possession Island, that's right.And it was 30 miles from the landmass, and it 
was and it was Australian Waters, Australia. They sent him back here – the only reason they 
sent him back here was because in America and the 17 and 1800 hundreds they had, there was 
a business that they called transported, and you could look this up in history, transported. By 
that time, the soldiers in the army-the war had finished and England, they'd come back to 
England, the army, navy, air force, had come back and there was nothing there for them. So 
you know, They had to eat, they had to live,  so they stole and they did little things, and they 
put them into transport, for transporting. And they transported them to America, picking cotton 
there for 7 years, and they were sent out to farm and that kind of stuff, same to Australia. So 
that was 750 convicts [inaudible] across here, 200 marine soldiers, redcoats, and some ah, 
political dignitaries as well. Now I'm, I'm pretty sure, which is hidden away, that King George 
the Third would have gave them instructions, because when they got here, you know, to be 
through their parliament And all the stuff they had to do the right thing. But being far away from 
England, they took no notice of it, so instructions from their King is automatically ah-what do 
they call it-it's a penalty for death, it's treason Or something like that. And if the king gave you 
any orders you had to do that or you'd be executed. So I'm sure he gave them orders what to 
do but they never. So then they said. “oh well Australia's terra nullius”, which is not occupied. 
Which, good God it's 60,000 years we've been here. And Cook and all them must have been 
blind. You know they had to go to Specsavers and get glasses, that was a joke. But the thing is 
like, they hadn't tried terra nullius, and by that be time they started taking skeletons from 
Australia, skulls and that, and the English said, “good God” – You know what I mean- “ they 
look like humans”; skulls, heads, bones, legs, and everything. So they had to try another way. 
So they come across here again, and try to make it illegal again, and, so that we were 
subhuman, that we weren't human. And then because they classified us as subhuman until 
1967, we were classified as fauna, animals. So, it goes right back to England from the day dot 
start and all those have been hidden now and, I don't know, one day the records will come out 
and then people will learn but as it is now, I am pleased that they are starting to put our truth in 
the curriculum, so you can learn about what you what your parents and grandparents didn't 
even learn. So the Government is trying. The Australian Government is trying to do something, 
to correct the English way, and we were put into the constitution. They made the constitution 
in England, they made it in England and said the Australians put it here and cut it up and paid 
this to do it, and they recognised us in 1967 as human. That's why we got the rights to vote, in 
1967. 

 So you know we've had a fairly rough trot. You know we've been here 65,000 years 
and the English have been here 250 years. all the time they've been here they've destroyed the 
land because they didn't want to talk and listen. You know what I mean, how to manage. When 



I was a child-that's another thing-when I was a child I went out with the elders in the winter 
time we burnt it off. We walked into the forest. We went 20 ft into the forest and started a fire 
and just broke a branch off a tree. We put the fire out behind us and let it burn towards the 
grassy fields,  which would have been pre-burnt the year before. And then when it got to the 
grass it went slowly and we went another 20 ft back and herded it towards the burn. And 
within the 12 months, there wasn’t a lot of fuel – there was no fuel on the ground, never. And 
the saplings were small, so it didn't ignite and blow up into the trees -and explode into the oils 
in the leaves-and by 11:30 that night the frost on the ground was that wet that the actual fire 
went out. and it burnt really slow, because when the grass was dead and clustered down, and 
then you come back there 3 months later and there was kangaroos and rabbits eating. So the 
food was there. So that's the way we farmed. And a lot of the roots in the trees and that had to 
have flame to rejuvenate, so we farmed in that way and we – of course we didn't have a shovel 
and dug up the dirt, like the English did. They thought we were-we are nothing to do with the 
land-we should still respect the land. Because if you don't respect the land, do you know what 
I mean, like are you may as well give up. Because If you look at this world here, our world is 
our world. You can't get a taxi to Mars. And it's uninhabitable. So they've got to think in the big 
picture of how they're destroying this land, you know what I mean, and if they do destroy it, 
what are they going to do. Die? Starve? Well everybody will Die, and that's probably a fact if 
you kill the Earth, which we are. the human race is like a parasite, parasites get on to something 
and it uses it and kills it. so if we don't look after our land we're going to end up dying. so 
they're going to rush up to space to-you know-to get another place they can but you know 
they'll destroy that as well. No matter where the human race goes they'll just end up destroying 
it. and all the native cultures have already had – it’s in their DNA to look after the land, because 
if you don’t look after the land you won’t be [inaudible]. So, We've got two or get together, and 
we've got to do this otherwise, you know it'll just be a desert island and it's just going to get to 
cannibalism or something and just go, I know I can't breathe- 
 
SANDY:  Uncle Roger I [inaudible] 
 
ALLEGRA:  This is kind of going back to what I started saying before about lack of education as 
a big source of racism, and- 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yep– 
 
ALLEGRA:  And I was saying how the education system was trying to introduce more like 
Aboriginal perspectives into their curriculum, I feel like I was so uneducated, because like I was 
not racist of course, but in primary school we would learn about the First Fleet from a European 
perspective and it was sort of like told like some great kind of adventure the Europeans went 
on, but we didn't learn about the other side or anything- 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah– 
 
ALLEGRA:  And like even in high school, like we had to do Australian history for two years, and 
that was again from a European perspective and more about like, Gallipoli comma and like the 
war they fought- 
 



UNCLE ROGER:  Captain Cook- 
 
ALLEGRA:  They were like, “yeah Aboriginal people fought in the war, but they didn't 
acknowledge that they weren't like even acknowledged for the war-they weren't even allowed 
in RS’sL after the war-  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's exactly right-  
 
ALLEGRA:  –It was only after I started taking Aboriginal studies that I knew there was more to 
be learnt, so I chose to take that; That I actually learnt about like-  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah, some of them came back from the war and their kids were taken and 
put in homes. The thing is that you can't-nobody-you can't talk about it,  nobody can hear you; 
nobody's listening.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  But now common now it's going to be really great. I mean, young kids like you, 
you are our future, and I'm sure what you're learning now, if you ever get into politics or 
something like that, your voices and the way that you going to do, you know, what you've 
learnt, which you can't blame your parents and your grandparents. It's up to you and the 
younger generation now to take-to be informed now to listen to the truth of us – ‘cos I'm still 
alive, and I'm telling you the truth of what I am. And for you to take it on board, and never let 
this happen again, and make it, make Australia a beautiful place. And as I said, we're here. We 
want to become all one family. We're all for it. it's just a matter of taking it and going with it. 
you no; and it better be a beautiful place. It'll be like an island where you can go and relax, you 
know, you've got no worries.  
 
SANDY:  You know Uncle Roger I've got Stan Harridine’s story, which is really unusual, Allegra. 
Because Stan Harradine’s a white Australian who fought in the war when he was married to an 
indigenous woman, and he had, he had children, indigenous children, and when he came came 
back from the war, a white man, his children were taken away. And that's a really strange, like 
that so ironic comma because I went down when I did the exhibition at Kempsey uncle 
Rodger, and I went down to the Officeworks to get some things print it out, and whenever I get 
a chance I try to educate everybody. And so talking to the woman who was doing the 
photographs for me at Officeworks , I said to her, “you know how the children were taken 
away while the men were fighting”, and when she brought the photo of Stan Harradine back. 
she said, “But he's a white man”, and I said “yes, but he was married to a black woman”. 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's correct, yeah. 
 
SANDY:  And so that's a really funny mindset that people have.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's exactly right. that just shows you how prejudiced some people were – 
 
SANDY:  Yep 
 



UNCLE ROGER:  But now, I mean, you still get a few rednecks here and there,, but that's life and 
that's what's your brought up with in your DNA. The whole thing about it now is the different– 
if we can all get together and become one family, that would be a family. And you know what I 
mean, things will start to change, you know, for the better– 
 
SANDY:  – Uncle Rodger I'm going to have to end it now because we've got another… you've 
got to get organised for your board meeting too. 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  That's exactly right. Anyway it's a pleasure meeting young one- 
 
ALLEGRA:  You too. Thank you for speaking with me, I really appreciate it-  
 
UNCLE ROGER:   You've just got to remember, you are our future, and I'm sure now that you've 
heard the truth instead of reading it in the books, you go through your tape recording of this 
and take things out. What I'm talking about you can't understand straight away because you, 
because there's that much in the scope of a short time. But please, when you listen to it and put 
it down as sections in a, on your paper, then you can figure it all out great.-  
 
ALLEGRA:  Yep–.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  –You too, pleasure to meet you.  
  
ALLEGRA:  YOu too, thank you. I'll send you guys the transcript as soon as I get it done.  
 
SANDY:  And I'll be in touch and I'll send you this recording, and if you like– like have you done 
in your Aboriginal studies about the Doctrine of Discovery in eugenics? 
 
ALLEGRA:  Um, stuff along the lines, not specifically eugenics, but I've looked into eugenics– 
 
SANDY:  If you'd like I can send you a little bit of information on that comma if you're interested 
in that-  
 
ALLEGRA:  Thank you comedy that would be great-  
 
SANDY:  Because it's kind of like our comma and that's uncle Rodger with the doctrine of 
Discovery the Europeans, not just the British they had this kind of almost international trade 
agreement that if you discovered a new country and they were pagans, that you-because they 
were pagans and they didn't look believe in the Christian God, you could kill them or you could 
take their land, and it was like the doctrine of Discovery and it was ratified by the pope.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Can you see that?  
 
SANDY:  Botany. 
 
ALLEGRA:  Botany? 
 



SANDY:  Can you lift it up? Lift it up, Botany... higher yep, Botany Bay, Allan Frost yep… 
 
ALLEGRA:  Does that have like information in it? Should I read it?  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  This is got, they went to England, and they got Grants to actually write this 
book, and the amount of stuff that's in there that will tell you about transporting convicts and 
kings and all of that type of stuff, it's incredible. It's really incredible if you can get that and read 
what the English convicts were put through and how traumatized they were, because when 
they come out here it continued on-  
 
SANDY:  Yeah That's very true.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yeah. so, it all started back in England and that’s a book– 
 
SANDY:  Ok, we have to go. [Inaudible] the real story [inaudible] that book– 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Yep.  
 
ALLEGRA:  Really quickly before we end this I just wanted to – you might have said this already, 
but could you say the name Of where you're from and the name of your, your-sorry I'm not 
good with words; with phrases– 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  My tribe name is gumbaynggirr– 
 
SANDY:  I'll send that to you– 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  And the country, it starts at the, as I said at Iluka, the Clarence River, and 
comes all the way down to Stuarts Point – so it's a big area – and it goes around to Armadale 
and all the rest of the stuff– 
 
ALLEGRA:  Ok, thank you-  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Do you want a reminder about our totem... our totem is named Jumbelll, 
which is Jmbell…It's a cup snake. I'm the minder of that… I've been handed down from me 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers for this tribe. 
 
SANDY:  And I'll send you the spelling for that too Allegra– 
 
ALLEGRA:   Thankyou– Yeah I just wanted to acknowledge that in my thing.  
 
SANDY:  Yeah, and this conversations been very interesting, and it's lovely to meet you Allegra,  
 
ALLEGRA:  You too– 
 
SANDY:  And we look forward to seeing your major project–  
 



ALLEGRA:  Thank you, I'll send it to you guys when it's done.  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  You're welcome.  
 
ALLEGRA:  Thank  you, it was nice to meet you...  
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Thank you, ok– 
 
ALLEGRA:  Thank you so much –  
 
SANDY:  Bye… 
 
UNCLE ROGER:  Bye Allegra– 
 
ALLEGRA:  Bye– 
 
 
 

 


