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Bernadette is an experienced non-executive Director and Chair across diverse sectors including health, small 
business, not for profits, higher education and government boards. She is a respected senior business leader with 
strong regional, state and national networks and extensive international experience in executive recruitment and 
management education.  As the former Chief Executive of Victoria's largest regional chamber of commerce, 
Bernadette has substantial expertise in change management, corporate governance, membership management, 
technology and systems, marketing, professional services product development, stakeholder engagement and 
government relations.

Bernadette worked in banking, market research and law before embarking upon her career in human resources as 
founder & Chief Executive of a successful HR company for over 20 years and more recently was Chief Executive, for 
over 8 years, of the Geelong Chamber of Commerce, one of the largest regional chambers in Australia with nearly 
1,000 members. Bernadette is a Senior Associate with Women Into Leadership, is currently Chair of Geelong Tech 
School, one of 10 Victorian centres of science, technology, engineering & mathematics excellence, and was Chair of 
the Victorian Government Small Business Ministerial Council until December 2019. She is also a board director of 
the Kardinia Park Stadium Trust and Latrobe Community Health Service, is a member of the Telstra Victorian 
Regional Advisory Panel and was recently re-appointed to the Victorian Small Business Ministerial Council.  

Bernadette holds a Graduate Diploma in Organisation Change and Development from RMIT and a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree, with majors in law and human resources, from Deakin University. She has also undertaken 
specialist training with renowned US psychologist, Prof David Caruso, a global pioneer in the field of emotional 
intelligence. Bernadette is a Fellow of the Institute of Managers and Leaders and is an active IML member, 
presenting at events such as the annual International Women's Day Great Debate and attending local regional 
advisory committee activities.  She holds GAICD level membership with the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors, completing the Company Directors' Course in 2014. Bernadette is also a member of Women on Boards, 
the Geelong Chamber of Commerce, Victorian Chamber of Commerce and G21 Geelong Region Alliance. 
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