






The Ténéré traces its roots back to the launch of the XT500 enduro-adventure bike in 1976. With its strong 
torque and compact chassis, this versatile single cylinder four-stroke became an instant success. In many 
countries throughout Europe the XT500 was Yamaha’s best-selling model during the late 1970s – with 
many sold in Australia and New Zealand during its 14 year production run. 

Its go-anywhere ability, rugged design and outstanding reliability opened up a new world of adventure to 
many motorcycle riders – and these same qualities made it the ideal choice for competitors in the first 
Paris-Dakar Rally that was won by Frenchman Cyril Neveu on a Yamaha XT500.

Quickly establishing a reputation as the toughest desert rally bike, the XT500 became the default model for 
adventure seeking riders and rally racers alike, and today it is considered to be one of the most significant 
and iconic motorcycles of the late 20th century, with active owners clubs throughout the world.

THE TÉNÉRÉ STORY

From left to right: Rodney Faggotter, Andrew 
Clubb and Stephen Gall at the 2017 Ténéré 
Tragics ‘Tasmanian Devil’ Run



By the end of the 1970s the XT had achieved legendary status 
amongst Europe’s riders, and in 1983 Yamaha introduced the 
XT600Z that became the company’s first adventure bike to 
carry the Ténéré name – a Tuareg word meaning ‘desert’ or 
‘wilderness’.

At this time the Ténéré line-up was constantly evolving and 
growing, and the end of the 1980s saw the introduction of the 
twin-cylinder XTZ750 Super Ténéré, followed in the early 1990s 
by the single cylinder XTZ660 Ténéré. During this period the 
Yamaha adventure range went on to win many more Dakar 
Rally events – with Frenchman Stéphane Peterhansel claiming 6 
victories on his XTZ750-based factory Yamaha. 

Today’s Yamaha adventure range features the entry level 
WR250R and the sophisticated XT1200Z and XT1200ZE Super 
Ténéré models. Soon the popular mid-range segment will be 
bolstered by the arrival of the Ténéré 700.

Cyril Neveu on his XT500 1984 XT600Z1983 XT600Z1976 XT500

Peterhansel  
on his original 
600





The first sign that Yamaha was developing a new adventure bike came with 
the launch of the T7 concept in 2016. Displayed at motorcycle shows all 
over the world, it created immense interest and gave riders a taste of what 
was to come – and in 2017 Yamaha introduced the Ténéré 700 World Raid 
prototype that was one step closer to the final production specification.

Since 2017 the Ténéré 700 World Raid prototype has undergone an 
intensive world tour in various key locations all over the globe – including 
Rainbow Beach, QLD with Yamaha’s fastest dealer and Factory Dakar Rally 
rider Rodney Faggotter behind the bars. Other test pilots included 

multi-Dakar winner Stéphane Peterhansel and Rodney’s team mate Adrien 
van Beveren who joined other Yamaha riders to push the World Raid 
prototype to its limits across the globe.

At the same time as putting thousands of hours on the development 
bikes, the Ténéré 700 World Raid program also showcased the design to 
many hundreds of local riders – including Australia’s Ténéré Tragics on 
their annual run – who offered valuable input and helped shape the final 
production model.

TÉNÉRÉ 700 WORLD RAID: TESTED TO THE EXTREME



With a spirit of adventure embedded within its DNA, every Yamaha 
adventure bike is rugged, tough and reliable. Each Ténéré model in the 
adventure segment opens up the possibilities of endless travel, and 
enables its rider to discover a feeling of ultimate freedom.  
The Next Horizon is yours.

Yamaha’s in-depth off-road expertise and outstanding track record are 
beyond doubt. Now the time has come to re-establish Yamaha as a leading 
force in the adventure segment with the introduction of the all-new 

Ténéré 700 – a lightweight no compromise adventure model with one of 
the highest specifications in its class, and one of the most exciting and 
significant new ADV models to be launched for many years.

Equipped with the successful CP2 689cc parallel-twin engine and a 
completely new chassis, the Ténéré 700 is designed to deliver class-
leading handling and agility in the dirt – combined with high speed long 
distance performance on the road – making it an extremely capable and 
versatile adventure bike.

ALL NEW TÉNÉRÉ 700: THE LIGHTWEIGHT GO-ANYWHERE ADVENTURE BIKE



   Rally-bred T7-inspired dual sport  
design with pure Ténéré DNA

   Light, compact, nimble

   Outstanding off-road performance

   Year-round on road capabilities

    Go-anywhere long distance  
potential, 350km+ fuel range

    Powerful, smooth and economical  
high-torque engine

   Switchable ABS option for off-road riding

   Effective screen and hand guards  
for excellent weather protection

    State of the art long-travel suspension

   Available in three colour variations

TÉNÉRÉ 700: MODEL OVERVIEW



TÉNÉRÉ 700: FEATURES

1   689cc 4-stroke CP2 engine with adventure settings

Yamaha has revolutionised the motorcycle world with the development  
of the crossplane philosophy engines that power a range of the 
company’s best-selling models, and the new Ténéré 700 is equipped  
with the highly respected 689cc parallel-twin engine.

The key characteristic of this compact CP2 engine is its strong and 
linear torque output that gives instant throttle response together with 
outstanding acceleration – attributes that make it a capable and versatile 
performer on and off the road. Producing maximum torque at 6500rpm, 
this engine offers the ideal balance of performance and controllability 
– and with its excellent fuel economy, it contributes towards the Ténéré 
700’s ability to cover long distances between fuel stops.

To cater for the unique requirements of adventure riders, the final 
transmission is optimised, and together with a range of  
model-specific fuel injection settings, these features contribute towards 
the bike’s outstanding versatility and remarkable performance in  
different riding environments.

2   New lightweight double cradle tubular steel frame

During the development of the Ténéré 700 one of the key goals was to achieve a slim, 
agile and light feeling chassis that would be equally suited to both road and off-road riding. 
To satisfy these requirements Yamaha’s designers have developed an all-new lightweight 
double cradle tubular steel frame that combines a low weight with immense strength, 
making it ideally suited to a variety of riding conditions.

Featuring a compact 1590mm wheelbase and a slim body, this rugged chassis delivers 
responsive handling characteristics, and with 240mm of ground clearance the Ténéré 700 
is designed to keep its rider out of trouble over the roughest terrain.

3   Slim, compact and ergonomic body and seat

The ability to shift your body weight forward and rearward to suit the terrain ahead is 
crucial when you want to maintain full control in off-road riding situations, and so the 
Ténéré 700 is equipped with a flat 880mm high seat and slim body that allows maximum 
rider agility. The compact bodywork and narrow fuel tank also enable you to grip the tank 
with the knees whether sitting or standing, giving added confidence and control in every 
situation, whether you’re riding on dirt or asphalt.
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4   Aggressive rally-bred face with four LED headlights

The new Ténéré 700 is equipped with a distinctive looking headlight assembly 
that is a direct spin off from Yamaha’s latest factory Rally bikes and the T7 
concept machine. A total of four LED headlights project powerful beams of light 
that can light up the darkest wilderness. Stacked in a 2 + 2 layout and protected 
by a clear nacelle – and with two LED position lights at the base – this strong 
face gives a purposeful look that matches this new adventure bike’s imposing 
character.
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5   Adjustable long-travel 43mm upside down forks

When you’re riding in the dirt you need the best possible suspension, and the 
Ténéré 700’s long travel forks are undeniable evidence that this is a serious 
adventure bike with class-leading off-road capabilities. The flex resistant 43mm 
forks stay in shape over the most extreme terrain to give precision steering and 
smooth suspension action – and with 210mm of suspension travel, this high 
specification front end enables you to attack the most challenging off-road  
terrain with confidence.

Offering full damping adjustment, these rally-spec front forks ensure high  
levels of comfort with lightweight handling performance when you’re on the road, 
making the Ténéré 700 one of the most capable and enjoyable long  
distance tourers.

6   Remotely adjustable rear shock absorber

The Ténéré 700 is equipped with a rally-bred link-type rear suspension system 
that gives smooth and progressive action for maximum riding comfort and 
enhanced levels of control.

Featuring a lightweight aluminium swingarm for low unsprung weight, this high 
specification rear end offers 200mm of travel which, like the front suspension 
system, is designed to be able to handle the most severe off-road riding 
conditions as well as giving a comfortable ride on the road. 

Another significant feature is the remote adjuster that lets you fine-tune the 
preload settings while you’re on the go, making it quick and easy to dial in the 
shock to suit the riding conditions.
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9   Slim 16-litre long-range fuel tank

Throughout the development of this new generation adventure bike, Yamaha’s 
key goal was to ensure that the Ténéré 700 would deliver class leading off-road 
performance together with outstanding on road abilities and offer a genuine long 
range potential.

The slim design of the fuel tank belies its 16-litre capacity, and its narrow rear section 
offers plenty of rider mobility and excellent knee grip. Whether you’re sitting down 
or standing up, the compact dimensions of this long-range fuel tank enable you to 
shift your weight around effortlessly – and thanks to the excellent economy of the 
twin-cylinder engine, 16-litres of fuel will give a potential riding range of over 350km 
which gives the new Ténéré 700 a high level of year-round all-terrain versatility.

8   21-inch front and 18-inch rear spoked wheels

Just like the high specification front and rear suspension, the spoked wheels 
clearly demonstrate that this bike is built for serious off-road riding. With their 
ability to efficiently absorb the continuous impacts experienced when riding in 
rough terrain, these lightweight wheels work with the long travel suspension to 
give you optimum handling performance and control.

Pirelli Scorpion Rally STR tyres are fitted as original equipment, and because the 
Ténéré 700 features a competition type 21-inch front wheel/18-inch rear wheel 
combination, you can fit a wide choice of tyres to suit your own requirements – 
ranging from a pure enduro pattern for mostly off-road use, through to dual sport 
pattern tyres for year round on/off-road versatility.

7   Rally style cockpit with tapered handlebars

Sitting on the new Ténéré 700 with the rally-bred cockpit in front of you, you’ll 
absorb the pure Dakar character of this new generation adventure bike and be 
inspired to get out there and explore. The compact rally screen and nose fairing 
give you excellent protection from the wind while maintaining the slim and 
lightweight character of the bike, and the competition type tapered handlebars 
give a relaxed riding position whether you’re seated or standing.
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11   Effective rider protection 

On long journeys the screen and front cowl give good protection from the wind and 
weather, and because of the bike’s slim and compact body you are able to tuck in tightly 
to the chassis and keep out of the main airflow. As well as deflecting wind and rain, the 
tough plastic handguards also help to prevent damage from rocks and stones kicked up by 
vehicles in front of you, and they offer added protection from branches and foliage when 
you’re in the wilderness. And if you do take a tumble in the dirt, they help to protect the 
levers and throttle from accidental damage.

10   Compact rally style multi-function instruments

Another example of how the new Ténéré 700 has been developed using rally-bred 
technology can be seen with the compact rally style instruments. Located centrally 
behind the screen for great visibility, this lightweight instrument panel displays a 
wide range of information that can be absorbed without having to take your eyes 
off the road or track. The multi-function LCD display features comprehensive 
information including gear position, fuel level, two trip meters and estimated fuel 
range, as well as average and instant fuel consumption and more.

The cockpit is designed to accommodate the fitment of aftermarket navigation 
devices, enabling you to add extra equipment to suit your own requirements, 
including GPS, road book readers and smart phones.
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TÉNÉRÉ 700: KEY TECHNICAL FEATURES
   High-torque 689cc 4-stroke CP2 parallel-twin engine

   New lightweight double cradle tubular steel frame

   Slim, compact and ergonomic body and seat

   Aggressive rally-bred face with four LED headlights  
and two LED position lights

   Adjustable long-travel 43mm upside down forks  
with 210mm travel

   Remotely adjustable link-type rear suspension  
with 200mm travel

   Compact rally style cockpit with tapered handlebars

   21-inch/18-inch lightweight spoked wheels with 
adventure tyres

   Slim long-range fuel tank with 16-litre capacity for 
350km+ range

   Compact rally-style multi-function instruments

   Switchable ABS for increased safety and rider option

   Screen and handguards give good rider protection



View the entire range at  
yshop.yamaha-motor.com.au

Genuine Accessories designed to  
maximise your adventure. 

Yamaha has developed a full range of Genuine Accessories that enable you to build your very own Ténéré 
700 with a look, feel and specification that matches your unique character and type of adventure.

Heated Grips Low Seat and Lowering Link

Engine Guard

Luggage RackMonoseat Rack

Soft Luggage

Bash Plate Hard Luggage

ADV Pegs

Images are for illustrative purposes only. *This is a non-Yamaha branded product. Fully developed and produced by Akrapovic.

YAMAHA GENUINE ACCESSORIES: MAKE IT YOURS

Akrapovic Muffler*



JOIN THE GROUP

YAMAHA ADVENTURE APPAREL
A new Yamaha Adventure Collection is being developed  
– more details will be available online soon.

Loving the Ténéré 700? Why not join like-minded people and get 
the inside line on our new adventure model by joining the Ténéré 
700 Down Under Facebook group: 

  facebook.com/groups/2331321687124051



TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS  2-cylinder, 4-stroke, liquid-cooled, DOHC, 4-valves

689cc

80.0 x 68.6mm

11.5 : 1

54.0kW @ 9,000 rpm

68.0N m @ 6,500 rpm

Wet sump

Wet, multiple disc

Fuel injection

TCI

Electric

Constant mesh, 6-speed

Chain

ENGINE

Engine Type

Displacement 

Bore x Stroke 

Compression Ratio

Maximum Power

Maximum Torque

Lubrication System

Clutch Type

Fuel Management

Ignition System

Starter System

Transmission System

Final Transmission

Ténéré 700 in Ceramic Ice



Specifications may change without notice.

2365 mm

915 mm

1455 mm

880 mm

1590 mm

240 mm

204kg

16L

Ceramic Ice, Competition White, Tech Black

24 months, unlimited kms, parts and service

$15,499 plus on road costs

DIMENSIONS

Overall Length

Overall Width

Overall Height

Seat Height

Wheel Base

Min. Ground Clearance

Wet Weight  (full fuel & fluids)

Fuel Tank Capacity

Colours

Warranty

RRP inc GST

Double cradle steel tube chassis

Upside down telescopic fork

210mm

Swingarm (link suspension)

200mm

Hydraulic dual disc, Ø 282 mm

Hydraulic single disc, Ø 245 mm

Switchable ABS

90/90 R21 M/C 54V M+S – Spoke wheels with Pirelli Scorpion 

150/70 R18 M/C 70V M+S – Spoke wheels with Pirelli Scorpion 

CHASSIS

Frame

Front Suspension

Front Travel

Rear Suspension

Rear Travel

Front Brake

Rear Brake

Brake System

Front Tyre Rally STR

Rear Tyre Rally STR

Ténéré 700 in Competition White Ténéré 700 in Tech Black



STEPHEN GALL Four times Mister Motocross 
and Yamaha legend Stephen Gall is well known 
to MX fans having dominated the Aussie scene in 
the 1980s. But fewer know the talented rider and 
fitness enthusiast is a keen adventure rider.

Having competed – and won – the Finke 
desert race, Gally also participated in Yamaha’s 
Australian Safari Tour in 2005. Since then the 
Gold Coast based purveyor of CTI knee braces 
has been a stalwart of Ride ADV events and the 
annual Ténéré Tragic rides for owners  
of Yamaha’s legendary adventure models. 

With an extensive career in off-road rider training, 
Gall has expanded into offering tips and guidance 
to adventure riders.

“I’ve enjoyed many kms on both the XT660Z 
Ténéré and XT1200Z Super Ténéré and have been 
super impressed with their ability to cover huge 
distances in comfort. The new 700 looks set to 
do more of the same but with a sharper off-road 
focus so I’m really looking forward to riding one 
soon,”says Gall.

DESTINATION DOWN UNDER – TÉNÉRÉ LEGENDS

RODNEY FAGGOTTER Faggotter cut his teeth in local 
Australian rally races such as the Condo 750 and the 
Australian Safari – an event in which he remains current 
champion. Huge talent allied to the fact he hails from 
Longreach in outback Queensland where his backyard 
resembles a rock-strewn Dakar piste, has seen Rodney 
enjoy rally success both here and abroad. His no-nonsense 
approach, riding skills and ability on the tools – he’s 
Longreach’s Yamaha dealer – earned Rod a spot on 
Yamaha’s Official Dakar Rally Team where in 2018 he 
became the team’s sole finisher of the gruelling event.

Like Gall, Faggotter is a Ténéré Tragic regular and owns 
a trick XT660Z Ténéré with specially tuned suspension. 

Rodney was also selected to test the prototype 700  
when it arrived Down Under to be filmed for Yamaha’s 
World Raid series. 

“I can tell you that the new 700 is a world apart from 
the old 660. The throttle response alone is a huge 
improvement and much more like a modern enduro 
bike. That response combined with lightweight and great 
suspension makes the Ténéré 700 one of the most eagerly 
anticipated models Yamaha has produced,” he says.

Following his participation in the 2019 Dakar Rally,  
Rodney imported a Yamaha WR450RR Rally bike to 
Australia. The bike is fitted with a host of factory parts and 
is the only one of its kind on this continent.



GREG ‘GIANT G’ YAGER Greg Yager turned his passion 
into a business when he retired from the diesel truck 
trade to concentrate full time on building and riding 
adventure bikes. A former enduro racer and team 
mechanic, Yager has clocked up hundreds of thousands 
of ADV miles across Australia on Yamaha adventure 
bikes. For his renowned Simpson desert crossings and 
many of his Ride ADV adventures, his weapon of choice 
is the humble yet super capable WR250R. 

“If I was heading around the world tomorrow, I’d have 
no hesitation in riding a WR250R. At Ride ADV we’ve 
covered over 350,000 kilometres on these bikes and 
have never had an issue. But this new 700 twin engine 
has already clocked up heaps of road kms with an 
equally impressive reputation for reliability. So we are 
looking forward to testing out the new Ténéré in local 
Aussie conditions,” says the adventure tour operator.

  facebook.com/rideadv.com.au    rideadv.com.au

ANDREW ‘CAPTAIN TRAGIC’ CLUBB Having edited most 
Australian dirt bike mags at some stage in his illustrious 
career, Clubby is a stalwart of the industry with a passion for 
adventure – and in particular Yamaha’s Ténéré range. When 
he came across a mint first model 1983 XT600ZL ‘34L’ he 
snatched it up and rode from Sydney to the Flinders in SA and 
the old girl didn’t miss a beat. This trip spawned the idea of 
organising a regular run for fellow Ténéré Tragics – an annual 
ride that’s about to celebrate its 10th year.

“The original model was such an iconic bike. Ténéré’s big 30 
litre tank and trick – for the time – Monocross suspension, 
introduced the concept of adventure riding. With a heap of 

Dakar cred, the new bike really struck a chord, especially when 
the launch pictures dropped at ADB. When I clocked the Ténéré 
wheelie through a creek I knew I had to have one. It took a 
few years, but I now own one of the first Ténérés to be sold in 
Australia and every time I prod that kickstarter it brings a smile 
to my face,” explains Clubby. 

“Now 36 years and many Ténérés of all ages and capacities 
later, I find myself hanging out for another one. The new 
700 has fired me up in the same way that first model did...” 
continues Captain T.

  facebook.com/teneretragics      teneretragics.com.au



BRETT ‘CHICKEN’ GATTERA As the 
longest serving Ride ADV sweep rider, 
Chicken is well placed to comment on 
what makes a good adventure bike. 

Clearly reliability is at the top of the 
list. His own XT660Z Ténéré has 
served him well over 90,000kms and 
the North Queensland heavy plant 
mechanic has clocked up around 
300,000kms on the big singles. 
“We’ve fixed a fair few Yamahas out 

on the trails – but mostly punctures 
with rarely anything major – unlike 
some models from other brands,” says 
Chicken. 

Yager calls Chicken the Ride ADV 
go-to man. “He’s our security blanket. 
When Chicken’s at the back, you 
know everything is going to be okay,” 
explains Yager.

JOSH COPPINS The New Zealand 
leg of the Trans Tasman Ténéré 
Tour features three talented Yamaha 
ambassadors, the first of which was 
one of the world’s best MX racers for 
over 10 years. Josh Coppins’ ability 
on a dirt bike is without question 
and he continues to put his immense 
skill and knowledge to good use as 
a Yamaha Factory development rider 
and team manager of NZ’s elite JCR 
Racing team. 

The input Coppins provides to the 

development of the YZ and WR range 
of dirt bikes for the global market 
is invaluable and he looks forward 
to getting more involved with the 
ADV category with the release of 
the Ténéré 700. “Yamaha has a 
rich history of racing, especially at 
long distance rally events like the 
Dakar Rally. There’s a close family 
tie between the race focused YZ 
and WRFs and the new Ténéré 
700 – a link that we look forward to 
exploring here in NZ,” he says.

DESTINATION DOWN UNDER – TÉNÉRÉ LEGENDS



BEN TOWNLEY Monster talent Ben Townley 
is a former AMA and World MX Champion who 
currently runs Ben Townley Tours near Rotorua 
in the North Island. Townley currently offers 
MX and XC style all-inclusive tours of varying 
duration with the option of coaching from 
one of the world’s best. He is now looking to 

expand his operation into the ADV market: 
“Adventure riding is becoming super popular 
and the new Ténéré 700 looks to be the ideal 
bike to explore the amazing North Island 
scenery and trails,” says Ben.

  bentownley.com

SCOTT COLUMB Along with dad Dennis and brother 
Lachlan, former NZ MX champion Scott Columb runs 
Off-road Adventures out of Queenstown, NZ. ORA offers 
a range of ATV, motorcycle and SSV tours around the 
most eye-catching areas of New Zealand’s South Island. 
Yamaha is the brand of choice for the Columbs who value 
performance, reliability and longevity in their loan and hire 

machinery. “We have a range of Yamahas on our fleet, 
including the XT1200Z Super Ténéré that has proved to be 
a superb touring bike for the type of roads we have around 
our way. The lighter and more agile 700 looks set to appeal 
to an even wider range of customers and will open up a 
few more testing routes,” says Scott. 

  offroad.co.nz



Always remember to review your Yamaha Motorcycle Owner’s Manual before you ride. Before each ride, take time to check all your equipment. Always wear an approved helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long trousers, gloves and boots. And 
always be sure your bike is in first-class condition before riding. Keep it well-maintained and always outfitted in accordance with state and local laws. Every motorcycle rider should be aware of the limits of his or her skills, experience and abilities and 
ride accordingly. Beginners should be extremely cautious and allow extra time and distance for manoeuvring and braking. All riders should ride well within the limits of their abilities, never beyond them. Always ride in a responsible manner, respecting 
the environment as well as all state and local laws. Ride responsibly, and remember, motorcycle riders, as all motorists, must practice defensive driving. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. Yamaha encourages you to ride safely and respect 
the environment. Specifications and colour options are subject to change without notice, in accordance with national regulations and legislations. Copyright is Yamaha Motor Australia. Yamaha reserves the right to change specifications without notice. 
Confirm with your dealer before purchase. Specifications and measurements are approximate and subject to variances. Images for display purposes. Models may feature non-standard items.




