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Time Release Study – a tool approved by the 

WCO to evaluate Customs efficiency in trade 

facilitation.  

 

By means of TRS Customs administration 

measures the time required for each 

intermediate event between arrival and release 

of goods. 



Fig. 1. ‘The simplified scheme of import process of goods movement across the border’ 



Fig. 2. ‘The changes in the mean time required for clearance (Sea Cargo, Japan)’ 



1. Harmonization of the advance electronic cargo information requirements; 

2. Requirement for each country that joins the SAFE Framework to employ  

a consistent risk management approach to address security threats;  

3. Requirement for Customs administrations to perform an outbound  

inspection of high-risk cargo at reasonable request of the receiving nation; 

4. Definition of benefits provided by Customs to Authorised Economic Operators. 
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The SAFE Framework of Standards 



Fig. 3. ‘The Jawaharlal Nehru Customs House performance  

in clearing import cargo (Mumbai, India)’ 



Fig. 4. ‘The comparison of the mean time for clearance  

applying Pre-arrival declaration, 2012 (Air Cargo, Japan)’ 



Fig. 5. ‘The comparison of the mean time required  

to release goods, between AEOs and Non-AEOs’ 



1. The TRS tool helps us evaluate the duration of Customs procedures. 
 

2. Additional researches should be carried out simultaneously to confirm certain 
trends and judgments based on the TRS. 
 

3. The TRS allows us to assess the implementation of different programs, methods, 
tools and procedures. 
 

4. The results of TRSs indirectly enable us to conclude that authorities of countries 
being considered in the research manage to carry out their functions successfully 
despite of international trade activity intensification.  
 

5. The adoption of SAFE Framework of Standards in general brings positive 
alterations to the process of trade facilitation. 

CONCLUSION 


