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tandby power, also known as ‘ghost’
or ‘phantom’ loads, can waste a lot of
energy.

What is standby?

Standby is the electricity used by
appliances when they are plugged in but
not being used. Having an appliance in
standby mode means it takes less time to
start up when you turn it on.

Devices like computers, printers, remote
controls and even the clock on the
microwave all use standby power.

If an appliance is showing a little red light, a
lighted dial or a clock oris giving off heat, it
is using energy.

How does it draw power?

The power used in standby mode may not
seem like much but it does add up. Your
centre may have multiple devices like
microwaves, TVs, music systems, phone
chargers and computers all using standby
power. Estimates vary, but the energy
consumed in standby mode can be as high
as 5-10%.

Turning off appliances

As well as saving energy, switching off
standby power reduces the risk of fire and
storm surge damage. However, some
devices, such as answering machines,
servers or exit lights, may need to stay on.

Modes and settings

Most computer equipment has modes and
settings that save energy. There are various
settings that will send your computer to
sleep or into hibernation when it has been

inactive for a set period. See your computer
instructions for details as settings will vary.

Reducing standby power

o Switch off the device at the wall.

* For hard-to-reach switches, devices
such as the ‘eco switch’, foot pedals or
remote conftrolled switches allow you
to power off everything connected
to a power board. For example, you
may have multiple workstations all
connected to the one remote switch
that can easily be turned off.

e Install timers that can be set to switch off
a device/s at the end of the day.

* If you have computer labs or offices with
lots of computers, have a master switch
wired in.

e Put up reminder signs to completely shut
down devices and include procedures
in induction documentation.

* Remote switches and shutdown devices
aren’t cheap but take less than a year
to pay for themselves with energy
savings.



* Consider getting an energy auditor to
take consumption readings and to find

ways to cut down standby power. CHECK POINTS
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Check out A Greenhouse Around the
Corner website:

www.agreenhouse.net.au/helpful-resources

an Energy Saver
4 Showe All Q

| Clheep | Options

Put the computer to sleep when it ks inacthve for

= Fact sheet 3: The economics of energy
T~ S e Thes News efficiency
Put the display to sheep when the computer is inactive for Fact sheet ]3 Energy Qudiﬂng and Using a

P

power meter

B s 15 M 1 br IneE  Keetd

Screen Saver., For more fact sheets, go to A Greenhouse
Around the Corner website:

The daplary will tleep before your 1oreen sawer sitivaies
Click the bubion b change pireen saver bettings

SUL WS TR SSRUNL I SAE NATe PORIY . www.agreenhouse.net.au/fact-sheets

This Activity received funding from the Department of Industry as part of the Energy
Efficiency Information Grants Program. The views expressed herein are not necessarily
the views of the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Commonwealth does not accept
responsibility for any information or advice contained herein.

g £
Australian Government

Department of Industry



