Travel Sketching with Susie Murphie


In this workshop you will learn how to create quick little sketches wherever you go. 

Time is always the factor...you have to simplify what you’re looking at. Susie will teach you how to do this and give you the confidence to tackle all manner of scenes. She will also make sure you know how to apply beautiful transparent watercolour, quickly and easily so that your work will always have impact. 

Susie uses a limit palette of six colours and uses this combination for all her painting whether at home or abroad.  She advises against getting the classic travel pans of paint as they are very limiting to use. 
You will learn all sorts of helpful tricks on this fun day that will transform the way you sketch, whether at home or on a trip overseas.

MATERIALS

WATERCOLOUR PAINTS
•French Ultramarine 
•Quinacridone Magenta 
•Quinacridone Gold
•Raw Sienna
•Burnt Sienna
•Cerulean (optional but essential for certain colours)

These need to be ‘artists quality’ watercolours because they’re the only ones with the proper amount of pigment in them. It is this which will enable you to create contrast in your work and make it look vibrant and transparent. I have always used Windsor & Newton paints. 
NB: those tiny pans are unacceptable 

WATERCOLOUR PAPER 
I use medium and smooth paper (cold pressed and hot pressed) but you can use whatever you prefer. A4 and A3 sizes are fine. And you need to buy this from an art shop like Eckersley’s...not a newsagent or $2 shop as these are not proper watercolour paper and don’t respond the same way to the paint. So beware. 

WATERCOLOUR BRUSHES 
We will be using round brushes size 12-18. (Small brushes do not make your paint look good). The bristles must be flexible and come to a sharp point when wet. And if you need to buy brushes to to Bunnings! In their craft department they sell brilliant long handles round brushes at under $5 each. They’re great ‘general use’ brushes which I’ve used for many years. The money you save can be spent on the paint and paper! 

PALETTE 
You will need one that has large holders for the paint and large mixing area WITHOUT divisions. Alternatively, even an ice cube tray is better than a lot of cheap palettes out there. 
You will also need clean WHITE mixing plates...two or three. I use melamine plates bought from $2 shops. They’re about $3.50 each. Light, unbreakable, and an essential addition to your painting kit. Trust me. 

RAG
An old tea towel or piece of towel. 

WATER CONTAINER
Large based container that holds a good amount of water and can’t be knocked over 

DRAWING TOOLS
Pencil 2B or similar. Rubber. 
And if you’re doing travel sketching a very dark pencil 4/5/6B or charcoal pencil is very handy
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Please ring the Workshop Arts Centre office at (02) 9958 6540 for additional enquiries. 
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