Parents’ notes

“A heartwarming tale of friendship, loss and loyalty”
– XPress Magazine

About Spare Parts Puppet Theatre
Spare Parts Puppet Theatre is Australia’s flagship puppetry company dedicated to
the development and creation of the art form. Through puppetry we share stories that
celebrate what it is to be human, connecting audiences across generations.
Over the course of our 35-year history, we have entertained and enriched the lives of
hundreds of thousands of audience members both in Australia and abroad.
Spare Parts offers meaningful and exciting theatre experiences that respect the
intelligence and emotional growth of our young audience.
Puppetry uniquely addresses the imaginative mind and while Spare Parts Puppet
Theatre’s focus is on young people we create work that can challenge, excite and
entertain audiences of all ages.
We have created these Parents’ Notes to enhance the Spare Parts Puppet Theatre
experience, for children and adults alike. We hope you find them useful.
To find out more about Spare Parts Puppet Theatre please visit:
http://www.sppt.asn.au/

Hachiko
Have you ever loved an animal? Have you ever wondered why they are so
loyal?
Based on a true story from Japan, Hachikō is a theatrical celebration of
the remarkable joy and companionship that an animal can bring to our
lives, and a perfect family outing. Simplicity, beauty and gentle poetic
storytelling in this carefully crafted Spare Parts production ensure both
children and adults alike will be drawn into the true story of a dog that
waited at a Tokyo train station every day for nine years for his master to
return.
The production is humorous and playful, with cartoon sensibilities combined with
inventive uses of paper, cardboard and unfolding paper worlds: with a few folds of
origami puppetry to delight the creative mind!
The puppetry is inspiring and inventive – it will become a springboard for discussion
and activity. Worlds of cardboard, paper and play transport us into cardboard cities
and paper people and tell the stories of the inspiration one dog gave to people all
over the world.
Whether it is of our favourite pet, a relative, a friend, a grandparent or even a famous
person we have never personally met – it is essential for the emotional development
of young people to be able to talk about death.
The deaths in the story are presented with sensitivity and beauty. We hope the story
gives children opportunities to talk about what they see; about the change in
seasons; and pets that may have died; and to develop their understanding of grief
and loss.

Creative Team
Directed – Philip Mitchell
Designed – Matt McVeigh
Composed – Lee Buddle
Production Management – Karen Cook
Animateur – Ian Sinclair
Performers – Jessica Harlond-Kenny and Sean Guastavino
Deviser – Bec Bradley
Lighting Design – Karen Cook

Theatre Etiquette
Discuss appropriate audience behaviour with your child prior to attending Hachikō.
Basic Theatre Etiquette for young audience members:
§

Go to the toilet before the performance.

§

Attending a theatre performance is different from attending a movie. The
performers can hear you if you talk or make a lot of noise. Keep quite during
the performance and be respectful of the performer. Remember they can see
and hear you too.

§

It’s okay to laugh at the funny parts of the performance.

§

Keep your hands and feet to yourself.

§

You should not eat during the performance. Give the performers your full
attention.

§

Clap at the end of the performance if you enjoyed what you saw.

Meet Performer – Jessica Harlond-Kenny
Where are you from?
Born on a farm outside Canberra, but grew up beside the WA ocean.
What character do you play in Hachiko?
Lots! Hachiko, the gardener, the student, a building
head... sometimes Sean and I help manipulate the set
together or operate one another's puppets.
Why did you want to become a performer?
I wanted to tell stories. I wanted to be everything so I
decided to stay versatile. I didn't want to stop playing. I
wanted to work in a space that would encourage me to
feel and think.
Who inspires you?
My fellow artists and my family. Other artists because it's wonderful to see creativity
from another mind. And my family because despite everything they always abound
with love.
Did you have pets growing up?
Yes, Jersey cow (who wasn't a Jersey), brown cow (who was brown), beautiful Jilly
dog (a spotty kelpie mutt and our little family doggy matriarch), Fang the Russian
white and Vaska the Russian blue, and of course lovely little Bailee dog.
Do you have an extraordinary story of an animal to share?
Just lots of memories filled with love and trust.
If I wanted to become a performer what advice would you give me?
1. Don't be afraid to fail! Sometimes failure breeds the most beautiful mistakes.
"Failing" can often open the door to a new idea you may have never thought of.
Watch lots!
2. Watch the world, watch theatre, watch nature, listen to how people speak to each
other, watch their body language.
3. Find a mentor, someone who can encourage you, who can vouch for you and who
can challenge you to do better.

Conversation starters
Back from the theatre
-

Did you enjoy the performance? What did you or did you not like about it?

-

What was the performance about?

-

What puppets did you see?

-

What was the lighting and sound like?

-

What were the main parts of the set?

About the performance
-‐

How did watching Hachikō make you feel?

-‐

Which part of Hachikō did you like best? Why?

-‐

How long do you think it would have taken to prepare and rehearse the
production of Hachikō?

-‐

What do you think the writer and director, Phillip Mitchell, wanted to
communicate to the audience about Hachikō?

-‐

What were the major themes and issues in the performance?

Pets and Community
Hachikō is a remarkable story about the joy and companionship an animal can bring
to our lives. Discuss with your child the animals that feature in the performance: the
dog Hachikō; the gardener with his wild birds; the neighbour’s fish and the train
station guard’s cat.
Talk about the relationship between the humans and the animals. Was Hachikō a
special animal? Why?

Story Time
Read “Dear Zoo” by Rod Campbell and discuss how some
animals we can’t have as pets as they are too big, too scary
etc.

Get Creative
Get your child to paint or draw a picture of their pet or a pet they would like to have.
Encourage them to be as creative as they like!
You will need:

• Paint
• Colouring pencils
• Brushes
• Glitter (optional)
• Apron
What breed of dog is Hachikō?
Discuss with your child all the types of dog breeds they know. This may include your
family pet or a family friend’s dog. Hachikō was an Akita breed of dog. Get your child
to research and create an information pamphlet on all the types of dogs they know,
including Hachikō. Use the template below as a guide.

Breed
Size
Diet
Grooming
Colour
Environment
Other Interesting Facts

The Four Seasons
During the performance the four seasons were demonstrated through the use of
different colours and different symbols.
Discuss with your child the four seasons – spring, summer, autumn and winter. Make
reference to the visual cues that were seen in the performance.

Create a Seasons Collage
Get your child to create a collage of the four seasons using objects from outside such
as leaves and bark, as well as using craft objects.
Ideas of what you can use:

• Match sticks
• Cotton wool
• Bark, leaves etc…
• Tissue paper
• Buttons
• Colouring pencils
• Paint

Make a Hachikō Chatterbox
1. Cut to size: using a regular piece of A4
paper, simply fold the right hand
bottom corner in to line up with the top
edge (thus forming a square).
2. Fold the square piece from corner to
corner, making a triangle. Fold this
triangle from corner to corner, making
a smaller triangle. Unfold everything
and you’ll have a square with an X
crease.
3. Have the numbers facing down, fold the
corner to the centre of the square
(where the X crosses).
4. Repeat with the other three corners.
And you end up with a smaller square!
5. Flip your paper over. Fold the corner to
the centre of the square (where the X
crosses).
6. Repeat with the other three corners and
you’ll end up with an even smaller
square.
7. Flip your paper over.
8. Fold and unfold the bottom edge of the
square up to the top. Then fold and
unfold the left edge of the square over
to the right.
9. Push the four corners of the square together in the centre and then slide 4 fingers
into the flaps, creasing the folds back so your fingers fit in. You’ll be able to move
the flaps with your fingers like little puppets.

Build a Cardboard City
Spend the afternoon creating a cardboard city with your child, drawing on inspiration
from Hachikō. All you need is a big cardboard box and you are on your way to a
master creation!
You will need:
-‐

1 large packing box

-‐

Masking tape

-‐

Drawing materials

-‐

Match box cars (optional)

Instructions:
1. Prepare the box for decoration. Tape all the sides shut and then cut so the
top and front side of the box opens up.
2. Draw roads with permanent marker before your child decorates the box.
3. In the spaces in between the roads, draw in details with drawing materials.
Details you may like to add:
-‐

Homes

-‐

Bushes, grass, trees, ponds etc.

-‐

Walking paths

-‐

Farms

-‐

Playgrounds

-‐

Dog parks

Why not add more detail to the city by creating street signs, 3D buildings and
clouds. Clouds can be created by gluing cotton wool in the sky, the 3D buildings can
be made from small boxes and old milk bottle lids and paddle pop sticks, are perfect
for street signs

In April we will be presenting the incredible
true story from Japan, about an extraordinary
dog named Hachik . Every year on April 8,
Hachik Day celebrates Hachik s
remarkable story and his love for his owner.
This year to mark the occasion
and our season of
, we want
you to send in - or post on social
media - photographs, videos, stories
or drawings of your animals doing
extraordinary things.
The competition closes April 22 and
the winner will receive a double-pass
to The Arrival, in July.

www.sppt.asn.au/events/hachiko-3/

admin@sppt.asn.au or
PO BOX 897, Fremantle WA 6959
or share them on social media
@sparepartspuppets

Write a Review
After seeing Hachikō get your child to write a review of the performance. What did
they like? What didn’t they like? When finished send them in to us at Spare Parts
Puppet Theatre via the address below or send us an email.
You can even review the show on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/sparepartspuppets).
We would love to know what you think!
Spare Parts Puppet Theatre
PO BOX 897
Fremantle WA 6959
admin@sppt.asn.au

