
        

Bible Overview 4: God chooses Abraham 
Before you listen to this week’s talk you might like to listen to one or both of the following 

songs. (Sometimes you can click on the lyrics below the video screen):  

Lord I lift Your name on high: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQ6cni_TG8  

O for a thousand tongues to sing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O9kw3cILpg  

 

A recording of today’s message can be found at:  

https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/bible-overview-4-god-chooses-abraham/   

 

After the message you might like to listen to the following song: 

We are God’s people: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWeXu8IZ_T8  

Or listen to Marella McPartland’s granddaughter, Alanna, sing ‘Hymn of the Saviour’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnX6XEDglH4  

 

Genesis 12.1-9 (NIV) 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set 

out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At 

that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So, he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to 

him. 
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8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 

the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the 

LORD. 

9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev. 

Genesis 15.1-6 (NIV) 

15 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 

    I am your shield, 

    your very great reward.” 

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one 

who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 

children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is 

your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the 

sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. Allan stated that Abram was chosen by God, but that this choice had nothing to do 

with the qualities of Abram the man.  

a. If God has chosen you, then why do you believe that God has chosen you? 

 

b. Read 1 Corinthians 1.26-31. What does this passage say  about boasting in who 

you are or what you’ve done? 

 

c. Read Ephesians 1.3-14. What does it mean for you that God chose you to be ‘in 

Christ’ ‘before the creation of the world’? What assurance does this give you 

regarding God’s trustworthiness?  

 

d. How should you, as a person chosen by God, choose to live your life? (See 

Colossians 3.12-17) 

 

2. Last week we read of the covenant that God made with Noah and the human race. 

This week we heard of the covenant that God made with Abram and his descendants.  

a. What is the basis by which we can be made descendants, or children, of Abram? 

(See Romans 4.18-25) 

 

b. What is it that God has done, that we have put our faith in, so that God declares 

us to be righteous?  



Allan 

A note from the Rector: 
Zoom 
A few more people have been using Zoom since last week and so, at 10am on Sunday, a mob 

of us are going to try meeting together all at once (Try to make sure that if you join that you 

have no background noises like clocks or fridges).  I expect the time to be ‘chaotic’, but I also 

expect to learn a lot from this meeting. Here are some quotes from people who have used it:  

‘Our Zoom Bible study was really good sharing & fun’ - Joy Ditton 

‘I have Zoom, and have found it great fun meeting up with several of the groups with whom I 

generally socialise. Dead easy once you get yourself sorted out’ – Dasha Brandt 

 

It’s great to hear how people have also been continuing to contact one another in other ways. 

Please continue to look out for those who may not be having any regular contact with 

members of our Parish.  

 

Giving 
When it comes to giving to the work of the Parish at this time, my preference is for you to give 

electronically, as this is the easiest and safest way for you to give during this lockdown period. 

Over half our giving, before the virus hit, was coming through our people giving electronically. 

Speaking to a friend up north, just 25% of their giving is electronic, and so, unless more 

people in his parish begin giving electronically, they may not survive the lockdown period.  

 

Last week I gave some suggestions as to how to give in non-electronic other ways. One 

person went to their bank (not Westpac) and then tried depositing the money into our 

account, however the fee to do this was ridiculous. They then went to Westpac where they 

deposited their giving at no cost to them. I thank them for their commitment in doing this, 

however please don’t venture out to go to the bank unless you already need to. (If you’d like 

help setting up electronic banking to save you from going out, then please give me a call.)  

Account Name:  Kincumber Anglican Parish  

BSB:    032-596 

Account Number:  540505 

 
Movies 
A few Christian organisations are encouraging us to watch Christian movies during the Easter 

period. For example, you can watch Pilgrim’s Progress for free by following this link: 

https://www.revelationmedia.com/watchpilgrims/RM12271/  (You will, however, need to 

supply your email address before you can view the movie.) 
 

https://www.revelationmedia.com/watchpilgrims/RM12271/


PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Lisa Landale (Hankin), Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Marie Norman and 

Clarice and Geoff Grose 

• Pray that, as churches close throughout Australia, we may continue to be faithful witnesses 

within our community. Pray for our church leaders and for our bishops, as they seek to make 

decisions to protect our people and their witness. Pray for the parishes in our Diocese who are 

struggling to survive due to these closures. Pray that God’s will may be done and for wisdom 

for our Diocesan leaders.  

• Pray for our state and national leaders as they continue to respond to crises after crises. Pray 

for those who remain homeless from the bushfires. Pray for Scott Morrison’s family as they 

support him in his role and pray for Scott in his more important roles as a husband, a father 

and a child. Pray that Scott and Gladys may rest well when they are able. 

• Pray for those advising the government on how best to respond to this worldwide pandemic. 

• Pray for our church members, and make use of our directory, so that we support those who 

feel isolated and assist those who are in need.   

• Pray for those members of our community who have lost their jobs, or whose jobs are under 

threat, or whose income is down significantly. Pray for wisdom and generosity in the way that 

we use the monies we receive from the government, in the form of the economic stimulus 

package, to support those who are or will be struggling financially. 

• Pray for the homeless, the poor, and the unexpected poor as many support organisations are 

closing their doors, including Samaritans Wyoming.     

• Pray for our medical workers. Pray that the virus may not spread throughout our hospitals.  

Contact Information 

Office   43684669 

Allan Bate  0428 917 998 

Barry Sommer  4369 4978 

Terryl McInnes 0421 430 071 
 

 

PO Box 6105, Kincumber NSW 2251 

 

angkin@bigpond.net.au 
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During this period of ‘no church services’, the regular bills of the Parish will continue. Many of our 

members give electronically, which will greatly assist us in getting through this period.  

Please consider giving online at this unprecedented time to:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 

MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, Dousts, and Kyngdons  

 
 

David and Jenny Doust and their children: Nathan, Abby, Issy and Evie, in Senegal with Pioneers 

Pioneers are in touch with the Dousts who have decided to remain in Senegal and self-isolate. David 

said…’Each of the family are going well but like all, we are still adjusting to news of the virus and the 

implications for us in west Africa.  The President announced a state of emergency along with travel 

bans, night curfew, restrictions on gatherings, country closed to arrivals/departures, schools closed. 

We are now asking what this means for ministry here? We continue to trust the Lord and pray that 

this issue will lead to advancing his kingdom.’   

Pray for health and protection, effectiveness, relations with friends and locals -  to serve them 

in some capacity.  The Dousts are mindful and grateful for the prayers and support of their 

supporting churches. 

Pioneers, are striving to give the best support to their members through their team in Australia and 

via the various on-the-ground leadership and support services and are in regular communication with 

their 230+ members and their children to understand their individual needs and pressures. 

Pioneers are grateful for our prayers. If you would like to help financially you could contact Pioneers: 

 email: info@pioneers.org.au, phone: 03 8814 4444,  

 freecall 1800 78 78 09. 

 

SINCE THIS NEWS THE DOUST LETTER HAS ARRIVED (more next week).   

Here is an important point to pray for: 

‘It is sobering to realize that we’re a long way from decent health care and possibly even a stable 

political situation and that we couldn’t even leave if we wanted to… We are foreigners here, and 

attitudes towards us could easily change for the worse. It is also challenging as we work out how best 

to care for our local friends and those who come daily for food.’  
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