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Greater love hath no man… 

A note from the Rector: 
I wonder what you did on Anzac Day? 

At the time of writing, our plan was to get up early to watch the nationally televised 

broadcast service from the Anzac War Memorial, led by our Prime Minister. Then, at 6am, we 

plan to pause the television to go out to the end of our driveway to somehow play The Last 

Post, followed by the Ode for the Fallen, a one-minute silence, followed by the Rouse.  

Now I expect that many Australians will do the same! Why? Well because Anzac Day 

has become a very, if not the most, significant event for many if not most Australians, 

surpassing even Easter! 

And yet, Anzac Day is also a day where we can respectfully promote OUR most 

significant event. For the graves of our diggers often point to the death of OUR Saviour. For 

on the graves of many soldiers, who died in times of war, are written the words, ‘Greater love 

hath no man…’  

Now this is a quote from John chapter 15, where Jesus said, ‘Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’ Now Jesus said this on the night before He 

died, where He commanded us to ‘Love one another, as He has loved us.’ But then, how has 

Jesus loved us? Well Jesus has loved us by laying down his life so that we, who were once His 

enemies, could become His friends. For, as Paul wrote in Romans chapter 5, ‘God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.’   

 

In case you haven’t heard, last week, at our Zoom morning tea, Jill Jones and Frank 

Norman announced their engagement. They plan to marry May 16 and guests will be able to 

join them via Zoom.  

We will once again hold a Zoom service this Sunday, which will again BEGIN PROMPTLY 

at 9am. Please ensure that you remain muted unless you have been asked to perform a role 

in the service.   
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If you are NOT planning to join us by Zoom at 9am then please begin by listening to one or 

both of these songs. 

Behold our God https://youtu.be/Qx9-0v9m2Sg  

God is our strength and refuge https://youtu.be/vFn_dBWhBPc  

(A traditional hymn sung on Anzac Day) 

 

Click on this link to hear this week’s message:   

https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/greater-love-hath-no-man/  

 

 

John 15.9-17 (NIV) 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 

in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 

one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 

that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 

Romans 5.6-8 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 

possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

You may now like to click on the following link to consider the amazing love that Jesus has 

demonstrated for you through His death.  

 

Amazing Love https://youtu.be/EwoCbcSXlSM 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Qx9-0v9m2Sg
https://youtu.be/vFn_dBWhBPc
https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/greater-love-hath-no-man/
https://youtu.be/EwoCbcSXlSM


 

During this period of ‘no church services’, the regular bills of the Parish continue. Thankfully many 

of our members give electronically, which is greatly assisting us in getting through this difficult 

period. The only way that you can give to the Parish at this time is electronically, so please do not 

post in cheques or try to give me cash, as we have no way of depositing these funds with 

integrity.  

To give online, use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 

 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. Can you think of ways in which Jesus’ life, death and resurrection have impacted in 

positive ways in what it means to be Australian?  

 

2. What benefits has our nation received from Christians ‘loving others as Christ has 

loved us’? 

 

3. During our period of isolation, how can you ‘love others as Christ has loved you?’ 

 

4. Allan reflected on how COVID 19 has meant that we, more than ever, need to submit 

to the rule of our political leaders. Have you found it easy to submit to them? Why or 

why not? 

 

Do you struggle to submit to God’s rule? 

 

5. What can you take from the Anzacs to help illustrate to your family and friends God’s 

love for them and how they can become friends with God?  

 

 

You might also like to listen to either or both of these next songs: 

 

It is well with my soul https://youtu.be/nCg-QXhhC5I 

 

Abide with me https://youtu.be/84YASWe3_2Q 

(Another traditional Anzac Day Hymn)  

 

https://youtu.be/nCg-QXhhC5I
https://youtu.be/84YASWe3_2Q


PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Lisa Landale (Hankin), Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Marie Norman, Bruce 

Webster, and Clarice and Geoff Grose 

• Pray that, as churches close throughout Australia, we may continue to be faithful witnesses 

within our community. Pray for our church leaders and for our bishops, as they seek to make 

decisions to protect our people and their witness. Pray for the parishes in our Diocese whose 

viability is not assured due to these closures. Pray that God’s will may be done.   

• Pray for our state and national leaders as they continue to respond to crises after crises. Pray 

for Scott Morrison’s family as they support him in his role and pray for Scott in his more 

important roles as a husband, a father and a child. Pray that Scott and Gladys may rest well 

when they are able. 

• Pray for those advising our government on how best to respond to this worldwide pandemic, 

and for wisdom in when and how the reduce our current social restrictions. 

• Pray for those members of our community who have lost their jobs, or whose jobs are under 

threat, or whose income is down significantly. Pray for wisdom and generosity in the way that 

we use our money. 

• Pray for the homeless, the poor, and the unexpected poor as many support organisations have 

either closed their doors or are only offering very limited services.     

• Pray for our medical workers and paramedics. Pray that the virus may not spread throughout 

our hospitals and our nursing homes. 

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 

and our world. 

• Pray for Jill and Frank as they prepare for marriage.  
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MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, Dousts, and Kyngdons  

 

Andrew Buchanan and Abi Tandiseru – Toraja, Indonesia 

Currently on deputation  

 

With all the frustrations, they are very aware of God’s kindness. They have been able to join a 

Bible study with friends from Toraja via Zoom who are part of the graduate ministry of 

Perkantas. With them they are also joining in daily prayer for Toraja and Indonesia via a 

Whatsapp group. Along with praying, Christians have been finding practical ways to help. 

As people are without work, schools shut and many staying home, income has plummeted. A 

friend from Abi’s church hands out meals from her brother-in-laws shopfront.  Perkantas has 

been organising money for medical staff in remote areas and the Church of Toraja has been 

raising money for their hospital and other needs. 

Give thanks for  

• Bible study with friends in Toraja 

• Andrew and Abi deputations with live-streaming and Zoom 

• Encouraging conversations and responses at deputations 

• Continuing developments with the post-graduate department where Andrew will be 

teaching 

Pray for: 

• Toraja has had much rain, flooding and landslides. 

• Pray for those affected by floods and COVID-19 

• The many efforts of the Indonesian government (at all levels) to provide medical care and 

relieve poverty 

• For Abi’s permanent residency to come through in good time. 

 

RAMADAN NEWS (24/4 – 23/5): 

Ramadan has begun. Please pray for Muslims in Sydney who are not able to go to 

mosques and can only have few people in their homes. This changes the whole of Ramadan 

for Muslims and people are very sad. Also in Jordan there is complete lockdown and people 

are only allowed out for a few hours each WEEK and then only on foot! 

 

Many missionaries and missionary organisations are struggling financially at this time. CMS 

NSW has had to lay off some of its workers and the rest of their office workforce has chosen 

to take a 20% pay cut. You can still give to the work of CMS and BCA through our Parish by 

making an electronic deposit into our account and marking it either ‘CMS’ or “BCA’. All other 

missionary donations should be deposited into their preferred bank account.  


