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Abraham’s faith is tested 

A note from the Rector: 
This week, with Easter and Anzac Day now behind us, we resume our Bible Overview 

series. This week fits in well with the sacrifices of the Anzacs and the sacrifice of Jesus, as we 

look at how God asked Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac. Next week we turn to the 

Exodus, so this week you might like to finish off reading the Book of Genesis. 

We are thankful that some of the isolation restrictions were lifted this week. Some of 

our people, particularly those who live alone, have really been struggling through this time of 

isolation and so you might like to consider visiting them in their home or inviting them over. 

Thankfully the Central Coast is fairly free of COVID -19 (though there is a cluster in Gosford 

Hospital), however many of our members are in high risk categories. This means that if you 

are considering visiting other member of the Parish please first check with them as to 

whether they would really like you to visit and, of course, if you are in any way unwell, please 

phone them or Zoom them instead. In seeking to help minimise this risk of infecting others I 

have downloaded the COVID Safe app and I encourage you to do the same.   

The church doors may open again soon but we will be very restricted in what we will be 

able to do. E.g. no singing, no morning tea, etc, etc. When the doors open we will do our best 

to continue to offer a live Zoom option for those who feel that it is better to worship with us 

from home whilst the threat remains.   

Frank and Jill have now set a date for their wedding and they will be married at 2pm on 

Saturday the 16th of May. We will be broadcasting their wedding via Zoom. If you would like to 

participate, contact Jill and she will email you the invite on how you can join with Zoom to 

observe their wedding.  

   

 
 

If you are NOT planning to join us by Zoom at 9am then please begin by listening to one or 

both of these songs. 

Indescribable  https://youtu.be/dLMVqNwypjA  

Mighty to save  https://youtu.be/HnXX8TbUX-E  
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Click on this link to hear this week’s message:   

https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/abrahams-faith-is-tested/  

 

Sunday Morning Church via Zoom   Morning Tea Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/718032017  

Meeting ID: 891 6330 3726    Meeting ID: 718 032 017 

Or dial 8015 6011      Or dial 8015 6011 

 

Genesis 22:1-18 (NIV) 

22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 

of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out 

for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the 

place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy 

go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said 

to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And 

the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 

wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of 

the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 

fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over 

and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham 

called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of 

the LORD it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by 

myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 

your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the 

cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 

blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 



Hebrews 11:17-19 (NIV) 

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced 

the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, 

“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could 

even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 

 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. What have you struggled with and/or found encouraging about this account when God 

told Abraham to sacrifice his son?  

 

 

2. Put yourself in God’s shoes and consider what it would be like for you to allow your 

only beloved son to be sacrificed for humans because they had rejected your rule.  

 

 What does this reveal to you about God and His relationship with you? 

 

3. The Apostle Paul encouraged us to examine ourselves and to test whether we are in 

the faith (2 Corinthians 13). Is there anything that you are not prepared to sacrifice as 

part of your relationship with God? Or, to put it another way, what would cause you to 

lose your trust in God if it was taken from you?  

 

Consider how Abraham, in choosing to not withhold his son, led to him receiving an 

abundance of descendants. What might this mean for you if you decided that you 

could trust God with what you hold dear? Could it be that those things, that you hand 

over to death, may, through Christ, be reborn to become a more integral part of your 

relationship with God? 

 

 

4. The difference between the serpent (Satan) and God, is that the devil tempts us to not 

trust God whereas, if and when God tests us, God allows us to go through trials so that 

may become mature in our faith and to discover that God is truly trustworthy. What 

are the key differences in the motivations behind the serpent tempting us and God 

testing us?    

 

What happens when we choose to listen to and act upon the words of the serpent?  

 

 

You might like to finish by listening to this song: 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us  https://youtu.be/SKDujmtyAVk   

 



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Lisa Landale (Hankin), Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Marie Norman, 

Bruce Webster, and Clarice and Geoff Grose. 

• Pray for Jill and Frank as they prepare for marriage. 

• Pray that, as churches remain closed throughout Australia, we may continue to be faithful 

witnesses within our community. Pray for our church leaders, as they begin looking at 

allowing us back into our buildings to gather together.   

• Pray for our state and national leaders. Pray for Scott Morrison’s family as they support 

him and pray for Scott in his more important roles as a husband, a father and a child. Pray 

that Scott and Gladys may rest well when they are able. 

• Pray for those advising our government on how best to respond to this worldwide 

pandemic, and for wisdom in when and how the reduce our current social restrictions. 

• Pray for those members of our community who have lost their jobs, or whose jobs are 

under threat, or whose income is down significantly. Pray for wisdom and generosity in the 

way that we use our money. Pray for wisdom for our leaders as they try to manage the 

competing and growing anxieties experienced by Australians regarding finance and health. 

• Pray for the homeless, the poor, and the unexpected poor as many support organisations 

have either closed their doors or are only offering very limited services.     

• Pray for our medical workers and paramedics. Pray that the virus may not spread 

throughout our hospitals and our nursing homes. Pray for patients and workers in Gosford 

Hospital as the NSW government currently lists them as having a cluster  

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 

and our world.  

Contact Information 

Office   43684669 

Allan Bate  0428 917 998 

Barry Sommer  4369 4978 

Terryl McInnes 0421 430 071 
 

 

PO Box 6105, Kincumber NSW 2251 

 

angkin@bigpond.net.au 

 

http://kincumberanglican.com 

 

 



 

During this period of ‘no church services’, the regular bills of the Parish continue. Thankfully many 

of our members give electronically, which is greatly assisting us in getting through this difficult 

period. The only way that you can give to the Parish at this time is electronically, so please do not 

post in cheques or try to give me cash, as we have no way of depositing these funds with 

integrity.  

To give online, use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 

MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, Dousts, and Kyngdons  

 

In this time of Ramadan (24/4 – 23/5) pray for Muslims 

 

Every Muslim is unique and wonderful in God’s eyes. Many Christians have not prayed for Muslims 

because of misunderstandings of their culture. We need to be careful not to stereotype them or 

presume all Muslims are the same. 

Ask God to give us a heart filled with love and compassion towards Muslims. 

 

Muslims believe that God is unknowable, making a personal relationship with Him impossible. 

According to Islam God holds himself apart from mankind. 

Pray that Muslims will have a full revelation of God’s character and desire for relationship. 

 

The Muslim worldview is strongly influenced by an awareness of the supernatural and the presence of 

good and evil spirits known as Jinn, which are greatly feared and often thought to be responsible for 

illnesses and misfortune. Superstition controls many aspects of Muslims’ everyday lives and results in 

great fearfulness. 

Pray that Muslims will come to understand God’s desire for them to relate to Him as children 

and not slaves. 

 

It is difficult for Muslims to understand the concept of grace and the concept of repentance and 

forgiveness. However, vast numbers of Muslims have come to Christ as a result of supernatural 

encounters and many have dreams and visions of Jesus. It is only God who can open blind eyes and 

soften hearts and it is very encouraging that there have been more movements to Christ among 

Muslims in the last 50 years than have been recorded in all the previous history of Christian mission!  

Give thanks for this momentum and pray that it will continue. 

Pray for Christian workers and organisations focused on seeing effective discipleship 

movements among Muslim people. 

 

Giving to Missionaries: Many missionaries and missionary organisations are struggling financially. 

CMS NSW has had to lay off some of its workers and the rest of their office workforce have chosen to 

take a 20% pay cut. You can still give to the work of CMS and BCA through our Parish by making an 

electronic deposit into our account and marking it either ‘CMS’ or “BCA’. All other missionary 

donations should be deposited into their preferred bank account.  


