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God’s People liv ing in God’s Place  
under God’s Rule 

A note from the Rector: 
In this week’s message, some 500 years after God first made His promises to Abraham, 

God’s people finally make it to the Promised Land. But Israel’s time in slavery, and then their 

time in the wilderness, are both forerunners to our own lives. For we were being held as 

slaves to sin and death. But God rescued us from our slavery, through the death and 

resurrection of our Saviour, Jesus. But we haven’t yet reached our Promised Land. Rather we 

are still making our way through the wilderness, on the way to our Promised Land. But then, 

Jesus is with us through the Holy Spirit, in the same that God was with His people Israel as 

they journeyed through the wilderness. And so, in looking to Israel, we know that God is with 

us to supply our needs and to lead us into victory over our enemies.  

COVID-19 is just one example of the enemies we face in this life. But COVID-19, in fact 

all diseases, will be no more when we reach our Promised Land. And neither will there be 

those people who oppose us and our message.  

And so, as we look to how God kept His promises to Israel, let us meditate on God’s 

Word and live under His rule as we make our way to the Land that God has promised us.    

 

This week’s Zoom links: 
Sunday Morning Church via Zoom 9.00am  Morning Tea Zoom Meeting 10.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/718032017  

Meeting ID: 891 6330 3726    Meeting ID: 718 032 017 

Or dial 8015 6011     Or dial 8015 6011 
 

Tuesday’s Prayer meeting 9.00am https://us02web.zoom.us/j/787794144 ID: 787 794 144 

If you are NOT planning to join us by Zoom at 9am then please begin by listening to one or 

both of these songs. 

How Long?     https://youtu.be/qdPT4EvYUHM 

Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah  https://youtu.be/oq9vcQqI93U 
 

then click on this link to hear this week’s message:   

 https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/gods-people-living-in-gods-place-under-gods-rule/ 
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Joshua 1:1-9 (NIV) 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, 

Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to 

cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give 

you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend 

from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—

to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of 

your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be 

strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

ancestors to give them. 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; 

do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 

go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 

successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 

Joshua 24:15-28 (NIV) 
15 (Joshua said to the people) ‘if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the 

Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD.” 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17 It 

was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that 

land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our 

entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the LORD drove 

out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve 

the LORD, because he is our God.” 

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a 

jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and 

serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he 

has been good to you.” 

21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 

22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve 

the LORD.” 

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 

23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your 

hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 

25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed 

for them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of 

God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of 

the LORD. 



27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the 

words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 

28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. One of the reasons that people give for NOT believing in our God is because they see 

Him as being UN-loving and UN-just. What do we learn from today’s talk about God’s 

mercy and justice from:  

 

a. God’s people Israel? 

 

b. The Canaanites? 

 

c. Rahab? 

 

2. Why was it so important for God to address the sin of Achan when he did? 

 

What do we learn from Achan (Joshua 7) about God’s treatment of His own people 

when one member of our community sins against Him?  

 

Read Hebrews 12:4-10. What do these verses teach us about how God distinguishes 

between people based on their relationship with Him? 

 

Would it be better for us if God disciplined us when we sinned, or better if He just let 

us get away with it? Why? 

 

3. Has your understanding of how God chose to wipe out completely the people living in 

Canaan changed today? Why or why not? 

 

4. What happens when a society begins to embrace practices that were once seen as 

sinful? (E.g. living together before marriage) 

 

Are there people like the Gibeonites (Joshua 9) with whom you have made a treaty 

that is impacting upon your worship of God?   

  

5. In learning from Moses, Joshua and God’s people, what can you do, today, to help you 

to live as God’s person in this world under His rule?  

 

You might like to finish by listening to this song: 

 

Undivided  https://youtu.be/9S7ptp9cM5w  

Thanks  

From the Websters – Bruce & Joyce would like to thank all those who have supported them through 

Bruce’s recent illness. Bruce is feeling much better now.  



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Lisa Landale (Hankin), Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Marie Norman,  

and Clarice and Geoff Grose. 

• Pray for the future of SRE in NSW as the State Government considers not allowing SRE 

teachers, who are over the age of 70, to return to teaching SRE. Pray that, in His grace, God 

may enable the Good News of Jesus to be proclaimed amongst the children of our state.    

• Pray for wisdom for our church leaders, as they begin allowing us back into our buildings. 

Pray for Allan and the wardens for wisdom as to when to recommence using our facilities.  

• Pray for our state and national leaders and for those advising our government on how best 

to respond to and balance our health needs and our economic needs during this 

pandemic. 

• Pray for those members of our community who have lost their jobs, or whose jobs are 

under threat, or whose income is down significantly.  

• Pray for wisdom and generosity in the way that we use the resources God has given us.  

• Pray for the homeless, the poor, and the unexpected poor as many support organisations 

have either closed their doors or are only offering very limited services.     

• Pray for our medical workers and paramedics. Pray that the virus may not spread 

throughout our hospitals and nursing homes now that restrictions are being lifted.  

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 

and our world through this pandemic. Pray that the Holy Spirit may empower God’s people 

throughout the world, including us, to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation so that, in 

living under God’s rule, others may be drawn to join us in worshipping our God.  
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During this period of ‘no church services’, the only way that you can safely give to the 

Parish is electronically. To give online use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 

MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, Dousts, and Kyngdons  

 

 

Ramadan ended on 24 May followed by the Eid celebration– a joyful time usually lasting 

about 3 days. Muslims buy new clothes, exchange gifts and enjoy special foods. For many 

Muslims it begins with communal prayers at daybreak and the distribution of money to the 

poor, which is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
 

Muslim-background believers 

Change is taking place in countries across the Middle East. Increasingly, people are put off by 

extremism and do not want to have anything to do with oppressive expressions of religion. 

They long to know God, and through Christian media, dreams and visions they find Jesus, and 

even in the face of intimidation and death threats they dare to follow him. 

Following Jesus is not always met with immediate acceptance in Christian circles. Just like the 

apostle Paul:’ When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 

afraid of him, not believing that he was really a disciple.’ (Acts 9:26). Security concerns in 

nations that do not have freedom of religion, fear, and mutual lack of trust raise the question 

whether it’s more effective to enfold Muslim-background believers (MBBs) into existing 

churches or whether they should be encouraged to plant and develop their own churches. 

Pray for: 

• Established churches to value MBBs and welcome and enfold them into their 

fellowships. 

• MBBS to connect with mature Christians and grow as followers of Jesus. 

• New churches and initiatives to enfold and equip Christians from various backgrounds 

and offer them a shared sense of family. 

 

Giving to Missionaries: Many missionaries and missionary organisations are struggling 

financially. You can still give to the work of CMS and BCA through our Parish by making an 

electronic deposit into our account and marking it either ‘CMS’ or “BCA’. All other missionary 

donations should be deposited into that missionary’s preferred bank account.  


