
8.2.2 Biodiversity areas overlay code

8.2.2.1 Application

1. This code applies to accepted development (subject to requirements), compliance assessable and assessable development for which the
Biodiversity areas overlay code is identified in the 'assessment benchmarks for assessable development and requirements for accepted
development' column in Table 5.10.2.1 - Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.00 in Part 5 - Tables of assessment.

2. When using this code, reference should be made to section 5.3.2 - Determining the category of development and category of assessment and,
where applicable, section 5.3.3. - Determining the requirements for accepted development and assessment benchmarks and other matters for
assessable development located in Part 5 - Tables of assessment.

8.2.2.2 Purpose

1. The purpose of the code is to:
a. connect biodiversity corridors;
b. protect and enhance habitat values and ecosystem functions;
c. protect scenic amenity values.

2. The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes:
a. Development protects and enhances:

i. habitat values and biodiversity corridors;
ii. native vegetation in the primary vegetation management area;
iii. native trees and native habitat trees in the secondary vegetation management area;
iv. wildlife habitat and movement;
v. landscape values.

8.2.2.3 Requirements for assessment

Part A - Requirements for accepted development (subject to requirements) and assessment benchmarks for assessable development

Table 8.2.2.3.1 - Biodiversity areas overlay code: accepted development (subject to requirements) and assessable development

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes

For accepted development (subject to requirements) and assessable development

Biodiversity corridors

PO1 
Development in a Biodiversity corridor identified on Biodiversity areas
overlay map OM-02.02 is designed and located to:

a. provide for habitat links;
b. facilitate safe wildlife movement;
c. facilitate wildlife refuge;
d. enhance habitat values;
e. rehabilitate degraded areas with native vegetation.

Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme
policy 3 - Environmental management.

AO1 
Development is located outside a Biodiversity corridor identified on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.02.
 

Primary vegetation management area

PO2
Development in the Primary vegetation management area identified on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.01 is designed and located:

a. to:
i. protect the current extent of native vegetation; or
ii. achieve a net gain of native vegetation;

b. to rehabilitate degraded areas with native vegetation.
Note - The Primary vegetation management area includes the locally significant
vegetation identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03.
Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report [for section (a)(i)] and an environmental offset report [for
section (a)(ii)] prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme policy 3
- Environmental management.
 

AO2.1
Development is located to avoid the need to clear any native vegetation in
the Primary vegetation management area identified on Biodiversity areas
overlay map OM-02.01, unless:

a. if identified as a Matter of local environmental significance and not
Both matters of local and state environmental significance on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.04, an offset is provided in
accordance with section 3.1 - Environmental offset standards in
Planning scheme policy 3 - Environmental management; or

b. if identified as Both matters of local and state environmental
significance or Matter of state environmental significance on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.04, an offset is provided in
accordance with the Queensland Environmental Offset Policy and
the Environmental Offsets Act 2014

Note - Compliance with AO2.1(a) is to be demonstrated by an environmental offset
report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme policy 3 - Environmental
management.
Note - For purposes of AO2.1(b) the Queensland Government has separate regulatory
requirements for matters of state environmental significance. This is regulated by the
State Department Assessment Provisions.
Note - Where the native vegetation is identified as Both matters of Local and State
environmental significance and no offset is required by the Queensland Government
for the native vegetation identified as a matter of state environmental significance,
development is located to avoid the need to clear the native vegetation.

AO2.2
Development rehabilitates degraded areas in accordance with the South
East Queensland Ecological Restoration Framework.

Secondary vegetation management area

PO3
Development in the Secondary vegetation management area identified
on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.01 is designed and located to

AO3
Development is located to avoid the need to clear any native trees and
native habitat trees in the Secondary vegetation management area
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either:
a. protect the current extent of native trees and native habitat trees; or
b. achieve a net gain of native trees and native habitat trees.

Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a basic
ecological assessment report [for paragraph (a)] and environmental offset report [for
section (b)] prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme policy 3
- Environmental management.

identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.01, unless:
a. if clearing less than 10 native trees, compensatory planting is

provided of:
i. two trees of the same species for every native tree cleared

in a secondary vegetation management area;
ii. four trees of the same species for every native habitat tree

cleared in a secondary vegetation management area;
b. if identified as a Matter of local environmental significance and not

Both matters of local and state environmental significance on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.04, an offset is provided in
accordance with section 3.1 - Environmental offset standards in
Planning scheme policy 3 - Environmental management; or

c. if identified as Both Matters of local and state environmental
significance or Matters of State environmental significance on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.04, an offset is provided in
accordance with the Queensland Environmental Offset Policy and
the Environmental Offsets Act

Note - Compliance with AO3(b) is to be demonstrated by an environmental offset report
prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme policy 3 - Environmental
management.
Note - For the purpose of AO3(c) the Queensland Government has separate regulatory
requirements for matters of state environmental significance.  This is regulated by the
State Development Assessment Provisions.
Note - Where the native vegetation is identified as a matter of state environmental
significance and no offset is required by the Queensland Government for the native
vegetation identified as a matter of state environmental significance, development is
located to avoid the need to clear the native vegetation.

Koala corridor

PO4
Development in a Koala corridor identified on Biodiversity areas overlay
map OM-02.02 is designed and located to protect and enhance koala
habitat.
Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme
policy 3 - Environmental management.

AO4
Development:

a. is located to avoid the need to clear any native vegetation in a
Koala corridor identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-
02.02;

b. in a Koala corridor identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-
02.02 rehabilitates degraded koala habitat values within the Koala
corridor, in accordance with the South East Queensland Ecological
Restoration Framework.

Locally significant vegetation area

PO5
Development in a Locally significant vegetation area identified on the
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03 protects Melaleuca irbyana,
vine forest, Gossia gonoclada and significant remnant vegetation areas
from:

a. encroachment;
b. edge effects.

Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme
policy 3 - Environmental management.

AO5
Development is located outside of a Locally significant vegetation area as
identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03.

For assessable development

Wildlife movement

PO6
Development in a Biodiversity corridor or koala corridor identified on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.02 provides for the safe
movement of native fauna by:

a. generating minimal additional night time traffic;
b. minimising the risk of injury or death to wildlife by vehicular traffic;
c. incorporating practices or measures to minimise disruption, injury

or death during construction;
d. providing that a road or accessway has a low design speed;
e. providing fauna-friendly fencing.

Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme
policy 3 - Environmental management.

AO6
Development in a Biodiversity corridor or koala corridor identified on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.02 provides for the safe
movement of native fauna through the implementation of:

a. the Queensland Government Fauna Sensitive Road Design
Manual Volume 2: Preferred Practices;

b. the Queensland Government Koala-sensitive Design Guideline.

Locally significant Melaleuca irbyana buffer area

PO7
Development within the Locally significant Melaleuca irbyana buffer area
identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03 protects the
Locally significant Melaleuca irbyana area identified on Biodiversity areas
overlay map OM-02.03 from:

a. edge effects;
b. adverse changes to the local hydrology.

Note - Compliance with this performance outcome is to be demonstrated by a detailed
ecological assessment report prepared in accordance with Part 2 of Planning scheme
policy 3 - Environmental management.

AO7
Development within the Locally significant Melaleuca irbyana buffer area
identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03 provides for a
vegetated buffer within 50 metres of the Locally significant Melaleuca
irbyana area identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.03. 

Landscape values

PO8
Development is designed and located to protect and enhance the

AO8
No acceptable outcome provided.
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landscape values of:
a. a ridgeline;
b. native vegetation.

Lighting

PO9
Development in a Biodiversity corridor or Koala corridor identified on
Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.02 is designed to minimise
adverse light impacts on native fauna.

AO9
Lighting associated with development in a Biodiversity corridor or Koala
corridor identified on Biodiversity areas overlay map OM-02.02:

a. complies with the dark surrounds lighting levels in AS4282-1997
- Control of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting;

b. is directed away from areas identified on  Biodiversity areas
overlay map OM-02.00.
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