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On Wednesday 22nd March in Sydney at The 

Hughenden Hotel the first ever industry briefing 

between the International Fund for Animal Welfare 

(IFAW) and Auctioneers and Antique Dealers from 

Australia took place, with the view to ending the 

auction and antiques trade in Rhinoceros Horn and 

Ivory. Jason Bell, Vice President for International 

Operations of IFAW and based in South Africa, 

was the keynote speaker at the industry briefing.

In September 2016 IFAW 

produced their UNDER THE 

HAMMER report.

It was a detailed investigation in 

to the domestic auction trade’s 

role in the demise of elephant 

and rhino populations.

As a result of this report, 

Leonard Joel decided 

to develop and adopt 

a voluntary policy 

to cease trade in 

these materials 

over a 24 month 

period.

This policy was put 

in to force January 

1st this year – the policy 

committed to cease all trade 

in rhino regardless of age or 

workmanship  and we can 

report that all our trade in post 

1920 ivory has now ceased.

Rebecca Keeble 
presented to the 

audience an overview of the 
demise of rhino and elephant 
populations which included 

confronting images of 
elephants slaughtered  

by poachers.
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WE will be permanently devoting a full 

page in THIS monthly publication devoted 

to educating the public about the 

importance of ending this trade. When 

the trade stops our campaign will stop!

The top 50 auctioneers 
in Australia were 
invited and 14 people 
attended. A robust  
and committed 
discussion ensued.  

For more information 
about IFAW please visit 
www.ifaw.org

Rebecca Keeble, Australian Country Office 

Representative for IFAW, explained to 

the audience the inescapable connections 

between trade, value and the tragic 

circumstances facing elephant and rhino 

populations and made an impassioned 

plea for all auctioneers and dealers to 

cease any trade in rhino as a first and 

urgent step toward saving the species 

from extinction.
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