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THE DECORATIVE ARTS COLLECTION  
OF THE LATE JAMES FAIRFAX AC  

SELLS FOR OVER $1.74 MILLION AT LEONARD JOEL  
 
The Decorative Arts Collection of The Late J.O. Fairfax sold for over $1.74 million (165% by 
value) over two days in Sydney with Leonard Joel, attracting unprecedented interest from 
local and overseas bidders.  
 
Featuring superb Asian works of art and textiles, fine European furniture, porcelain, silver 
and photography, the collection reflected the distinguished taste of the late James Fairfax.  
 
An executor of The James Fairfax Estate said, ‘We are absolutely delighted with the results 
achieved over the past few days. James Fairfax was a passionate collector, but an equally 
passionate and committed philanthropist.’  
 
‘It was his intention that the proceeds of these auctions benefit The James Fairfax 
Foundation and we could not be more pleased that the funds raised will now make such a 
significant contribution to the charities which were so important to Mr. Fairfax.’ 

 

 

Lot 204 | Sold for $96,100 
 



Leonard Joel Managing Director John Albrecht said of the auction, "I assured the Fairfax 
executors that Australia, now fully integrated with the globalised auction market, would 
provide an equally suitable venue for this internationally significant collection and I'm thrilled 
that Leonard Joel delivered this extraordinary result for the Estate of James Fairfax." 
 
Highlights included a rare and exquisite selection of Chinese Imperial robes, with Lot 204, 
an Emperor’s court robe, beautifully decorated with twelve symbols of imperial authority, 
which sold for $96,100 and Lot 202, a Chinese Imperial Yellow Dragon Robe which sold for 
$93,000 after competitive telephone bidding.  
 
Elsewhere, Lot 174, a superbly carved Chinese Jade Mythical Horse sold for $54,560 and 
Lot 195, an exceptional Chinese pottery figure of a Camel sold for $86,800 and Lot 6, a set 
of silver kangaroo salts by John Samuel Hunt, which featured at many of the dinner parties 
at Retford Park, sold for $86,800. 
 
Finally, Lot 61, a writing desk which once belonged to Sir Cecil Beaton, sold for $31,620. 

 

 

Lot 202 | Sold for $93,000 
 
 

For further information or images please contact Nicole Kenning at 
nicole.kenning@leonardjoel.com.au or +61 424 186 377. 
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