HE&( advice

The collectables

What's in a name? For pre-owned luxury items bearing high-end
labels, it could be a staggering surm, writes Leo Schofield.

heat spruanyg o being: axury goods

« Mot sevoned-hared, mind yos, altheagh

that's essentialby what they ame, bt more
ebepantly dubbed pre-owned.

Perhaps the chief distinction lies in
the brand. A masch-travelled trunk by
Louis YVuitton, for example, is worth 4
good deal mare than an equally well-
franrelled Samsonits suiteass.

Melbourne auction house Leonard
Joel schedules sales of what it calls
'_pn:-owmed Iz |,.|'r:." itemis. The ferm
embraces watches, haradbags, hagzage,
clothes and accessories but for an Hem
s ualify it enust bave been husrious,
anad |'mll}'_ in the farst EI|.'.'|C'!"_ and must
carry a luxury mame such as Cartier,
Herming or Loneis Viistom Osser ”‘x"p-“l
YERE, Ihese pleces have achieved
staggering prices. Last December, an
Hermis Birkin handbag fetched $7200
I:||1L'|IJ|1i1I5 bu:r'a,-('? pn'-lmtlm]. and it
dresn’t even carry the maker’s logo. Hut
then, everyone who's into fashion knoiws
v pviech this bag costs new, Even a
pair of men's braces by Hermes sald for
£312, bought rer doubt by socmeane with
aspirations o be ancther Gordon Gelkcko

At a Leonard Joel sale in December,
21, pro-nwnnf watches by Cartier,
Ralex, Patek Philippe and other magor
Eun:-pu,'nn makers =6id like hotoakes
A gold Cartier watch with chippy Little
diamonds around the face went for
$13.200 Thee value wasnt im the diamonds

I nrecent years a new field of collecting

BB www. housessdgardan com. au

or the gold 5o much as in the name.
Annther hot item is vintage luggage,
especially by Lowis Vuitton The most
desirable pieces, fetching up to $e000,
are rectangular forms such as trunks,
which same collectors recycle as coffee
tables. Hat boves are ot so mach in
demamd, hoawesser, and S1000 conald buy
your a nice one that would hold at least
half-a-dozen Eascinators. i

Picoes of pre-owned Louis Yuitton luggage
P Eiraren ba b hot-tickat calkectatdes at
Leonard Joel auction hiouse in Malbourrs




