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Driven: Forrest Research Foundation scholar Marissa Duong with Andrew and Nicola 

Forrest at UWA. Picture: Mogens Johansen 

 

When Marisa Duong arrived from Vietnam as a teenager to 

attend high school in WA she could speak only broken 

English. 

Now 22, she hopes to work towards a cure for the devastating muscle-wasting disease 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy after getting a scholarship through the foundation set up 

by mining billionaire Andrew Forrest and his wife Nicola. 

Ms Duong was 15 when she came to stay with her aunt and uncle. She studied English 

for a year before tackling Years 11 and 12 at Kalamunda Senior High School.  

Her appetite for learning took off as soon as she grasped enough English to be able to 

read textbooks. 

“I was like a starved person seeing good food for the first time,” Ms Duong said.  
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Not only was she school dux, but Ms Duong also had the highest possible tertiary 

admission score of 99.95, though she did not think her family could afford for her to 

continue studying in WA. 

But in stepped another wealthy philanthropist — Stan Perron, owner of the Toyota 

business where Ms Duong’s aunt worked, who helped open doors for her at the 

University of WA. “It was really a magical moment in my life,” Ms Duong said. 

The biochemistry honours student said she hoped that techniques she developed for her 

PhD research would be applicable to other diseases. 

“And hopefully it will help with developing more effective therapeutic treatments,” she 

said. “I can’t wait to start.” 

The Forrest Research Foundation scholarships are open to outstanding international and 

Australian students who do a PhD at a WA university. 

Other winners announced yesterday include Anna Cresswell, from Tasmania, who will 

study coral reefs, and Karissa Lear, from the US, who will study the endangered 

largetooth sawfish found in the Kimberley. 

Recipients get an annual stipend of about $30,000 and accommodation costs of $20,000.  

 


