
 

 

 
TURNBULL GOVERNMENT COMMITS $20 MILLION TO ENHANCING 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES 
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The Turnbull Government has maintained a commitment to pilot integrating child, maternal and child 
health and family support services in priority communities from July 2016. 
 
The $20 million commitment, originally announced in the 2015 Budget, was made in response to 
recommendations from Andrew and Nicola Forrest and the Creating Parity Review.   
 
With a vision to see every child thrive by the age of five and have the opportunity to reach their lifelong 
potential, the Minderoo Foundation congratulates the Government for maintaining this commitment. 
 
Every child in Australia has the right to thrive and a bipartisan approach is the most appropriate way 
for Australia to effectively address this critical issue. Children are our most important asset.  The 
greatest return on investment any nation can make is to prioritise its children before the age of five.  
This investment requires leadership and a change in attitudes by our nation as a whole.  
 
The trial will work with communities to identify the requirements needed to increase the integration of 
services for children before birth to age five. With a focus on integration and place based approaches, 
the principles of the trial reflect other best practice approaches to early childhood intervention.  
 
“It isn’t news to anyone that the first few years of a child’s life are the most important in shaping future 
health, education and social outcomes. This commitment is a positive step in the right direction for 
children in Australia,” said Nicola Forrest, Chief Executive Officer of the Minderoo Foundation. 
 
“This is an opportunity to demonstrate that by more holistically wrapping services around children 
from birth and engaging with families, we can ensure our children will be school ready. This trial should 
be the start of a new way of thinking about and working for our children,” Nicola said. 
 
The trial is under the carriage of the Minister for Education and Training Sen the Hon Simon 
Birmingham and is due to commence from 1 July 2016. 
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Learn more about the Minderoo Foundation’s philanthropy at www.minderoo.com.au  
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