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Big Camp 2017 has now passed into memory, 
church members and employees have gone home, 
the tents are all packed away and the grass looks 
like a giant patchwork quilt. As I reflect on those 
eight days that we were all together, there are a 
few things that stand out for me:

1. God was really present – and it wasn’t just 
me who felt Him around the grounds and in the 
meetings. I heard many others saying the same 
thing. How wonderful that, in response to much 
prayer, God sent His Holy Spirit to be present in 
our gathering.

2. The meetings were Christ-centered – 
whether it was the preaching, music or other 
components, the focus was unmistakably about 
Jesus, about knowing Him, and about how to 
serve Him better. It wasn’t just warm fuzzy stuff, 
but challenging, life-changing content about 
being ready for The End.

3. The impact of the prayer tent – where 
dedicated prayer warriors moved throughout 
the camp each day, hearing people’s stories 
and encouraging and praying for them. Also 
the corporate prayer time each morning and 
the Prayer Power slots each afternoon were an 
incredible blessing.

Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ

who has blessed us with all
spiritual blessings.

Ephesians 1:3

4. The attitude of campers – people came to 
Camp with an expectation they would be blessed, 
rather than with a critical spirit. And they were 
blessed! When you look for the good, you will find 
it, especially in regards to spiritual matters, as God 
so wants to bestow on us every spiritual blessing.

I praise God for the wonderful Big Camp experience 
we had, and pray that we will have the financial 
resources to make it happen again next year. My 
prayer is that we put into practice that which we 
have heard and been challenged with at Camp as 
we live in expectation of The End.
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What a great time we had at the ADRA poverty simulation at 

Big Camp! Participants were immersed in a simulated village 

scenario, given specific identities, and were challenged to 

imagine that they were in the life and mindset of a poor person 

in Cambodia. Throughout the activity, various situations and 

events were injected into the simulation and the participants 

had to respond as they thought their new identity would. 

Here are a some comments from participants who shared their 

experiences:

“It was interesting, informative and interactive. Motivating! 

Thank you!”

“Innovative, thought-provoking and interactive- can you come 

and run one at our school??”

“Experiencing first-hand in the simulation gave some idea of the 

hardship encountered with slavery, intimidation, deprivation 

etc...”

“Thankyou for allowing us to put ourselves in the shoes of 

those who suffer so much. We all need reminding to be others-

centred.”

For those who missed out, we will be running a simulation again 

at next year’s Big Camp. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Conference News Conference News

ADRA

A huge thank you to all of those who participated in this year’s 

ADRA Fun Run! We had 148 runners and also a great group of 

volunteers who helped make the morning a success! A total of 

$165 was raised for local projects. Next year we will be adding a 

fundraising element to the event, with great prizes up for grabs. 

We will let you know how to register and raise money for those 

in need in our communities.

Remember to jump online and LIKE us on www.facebook.

com/adranac to keep up with great things happening in our 

conference.

FUN RUN

POVERTY SIMULATION

What rejoicing in heaven there was on Sabbath the 13th of May, 

as Edmonton Church, their friends and loved ones gathered for 

a high Sabbath of praise and rejoicing for a baptismal and land 

dedication service.  The day began in Down Park Hall where, after 

Sabbath School, Pr Daniel preached the gospel of Christ as seen 

in the four changes of clothes of the patriarch Joseph.  Pr Daniel 

encouraged the baptismal candidates to remove their symbolic 

“clothes” of sin and unrighteousness by being baptised into the 

death and resurrection of Jesus, and to put on His perfect robes 

of righteousness. The congregation then moved across the 

road to the brand new property which the church has recently 

purchased for its future development as a centre of worship and 

community service for the baptism service.

Next came a delicious barbecue feast on the church’s land as 

all the Edmonton members pulled together to contribute to 

feeding the 120 people who attended.  The food was delicious 

and a credit to the cooks and contributors.

As lunch was finishing, Pr Daniel called everyone to assemble 

for the dedication of the land itself.  After a prayer and Scripture 

reading by the Gills, the Reitzes shared the marvelous stories 

of God’s providence and miracle after miracle, as He had 

opened the way, every step, to gift the land to the church.  The 

Westacotts then shared their dreams for the future of the church 

and how God will use Edmonton in the community.  Pr Daniel 

then shared a message from 1 Samuel 7, in which the prophet 

defeated God’s enemies and set up a memorial stone which he 

named ‘Ebenezer’ to remind them of God’s marvelous work and 

providence in their behalf.

Together the congregation then moved to the property’s garden 

and likewise set up a memorial stone as the Stewarts led in a 

spiritual acapella rendition of “I Love You, Lord”.  Daniel read 

Moses’ charge to the Israelites in Deuteronomy for when they 

entered their land, and the congregation bowed their heads for 

a moving dedication prayer.

We know that God is on the move in our region, we have seen 

and felt it.  Let us continue to co-operate with His plan and 

purpose for each of us, and keep close to Him in prayer for, 

“Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.” (1 Samuel 7:12)
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MACKAY CENTRAL

10 DAYS OF PRAYER

CAIRNS

BAPTISM

EDMONTON

BAPTISMS
MACKAY CENTRAL

10 DAYS OF PRAYER
On June 3 at Mackay Central a Child Dedication was held for 

newly born daughter April Stoykovic to new parents Deyan and 

Sose Stoykovic. April was born on February 24 2017 at 11:37pm 

at Mackay Base Hospital Birth Centre.

April was dedicated in front of family including her local church 

at Central. Further the Church and family were challenged to 

make a commitment together in the responsibility of rearing 

baby April in the Lord with the new parents Deyan and Sose. 

All were also reminded of the Scriptural text from Psalm 127:9, 

“Children are a blessing and a gift from the Lord” (CEV). Before 

a dedicatory prayer was made by Pr Ragoso, the parents added 

a special touch to it by singing a song in dedication to their 

bundle of joy, April.

NORTH MACKAY

MEN’S MINISTRY

The North Mackay Men’s Group meet monthly. Every second 

month they do an activity and invite the other three Adventist 

Churches in the Mackay region to participate. They find this is 

creating and strengthening good bonds among the fellowship. 

The Adventist attendees are also encouraged to bring non-

Adventist men along as a practical evangelism to the activities. 

The non-activity monthly meetings are usually a BBQ, Pizza 

or Fish and Chips night where they plan the details of the next 

month’s activity. April’s activity was an outing to Timezone 

where they had a team building exercise of Laser Tag, followed 

by a group lunch. In June they went camping on Newry Island 

where they did numerous activities including Bush Walking 

and Fishing. Two non-Adventist men attended this weekend 

and good friendships were formed. We ask God’s continued 

blessings on this Ministry.

Church News

Congratulations to Nadia Anau who was baptised by Pastor Luke 

on June 10. Nadia lives in Cairns and attends the Cairns Church. 

Nadia studied and prepared for baptism with Noema Mahutariki 

and Pastor Johnny. Nadia’s brother, sister and mother are all 

preparing to start Bible studies in response to the appeal Pastor 

Luke made at Nadia’s baptism.

Mackay Central ran their 10 Days of Prayer from the 9-18th of 

May. With the climax of the Sabbath program featuring the 

theme “Impacting Lives, one at a time.” Endless Praise also 

featured, as they were touring through North Queensland. 

Junior Sulusi from Sydney shared his powerful testimony on 

forgiveness which is also found on the South Pacific Division 

Health Facebook page. 

Both visiting guests shared their music and message on a Friday 

night Vesper, Sabbath Youth Breakfast, Q & A with the Teens, 

Divine Service, Praise & Worship Workshop, and afternoon 

program. Church members and visitors were challenged in their 

own journeys that God still is impacting lives one at a time.

Junior shared his story about his transition out of a 15 year prison 

sentence to deportation from San Franscisco to Auckland, New 

Zealand. Junior’s story was projected in his powerful preaching 

voice that literally made the hairs of your neck stand as the 

events of his life told about the transformation that God was 

doing in his messed up life. We were reminded as disciples for 

Christ, that at the end of the day “Nothing is impossible with 

God” (Luke 1:37).  

On Sabbath, May 13, as part of the land dedication service, 

Edmonton celebrated the decisions of three new young 

members of the church. The congregation moved across to the 

brand new property immediately following the main service. 

There was a beautiful baptismal pool set up and the three 

candidates: Jakim Shuttleworth (11), Jayden Gill (11) and Layla 

Gill (9) took their stand for Christ in the waters of baptism. Pr 

Daniel shared briefly that each one of them had been studying 

the Bible for over four years in preparation for this moment, 

and tears freely flowed as friends and family rejoiced in their 

decision.

Aside from being the wonderful culmination of an awesome 

Big Camp, the 1st of July was an extra-special Sabbath for both 

the Edmonton Church and Cairns Adventist College as they 

celebrated the baptism of two of their very own children, Sean 

Shuttleworth and Grace Matteo, into new life in Christ.  Both 

Sean and Grace expressed interest in following Jesus through 

baptism from a very early age.  They have had studies with both 

Pastor Daniel and Chaplain Glen and have shown evidence of a 

personal relationship with Jesus far beyond their years. 

MOSSMAN

OUTREACH DINNER 

On Friday evening of June 2, Mossman Seventh-day Adventist 

Church hosted their first community outreach dinner. There 

were about 40 people in attendance. Invited guests were 

contacts and members of other churches who very much 

enjoyed the evening.  Dinner began with a welcome and 

opening Sabbath worship by Mossman’s previous pastor, 

Johnny Murison.  A vegetarian entree, main course and delicious 

dessert followed, interspersed with discussions based around 

the SPD resource “TableTalk”.  The book ‘Hero of Hacksaw Ridge’ 

and various ‘Beyond the Search’ DVD’s were given as prizes for 

active discussion.  During the discussion, one of the tables was 

asked to discuss the friendliest church they had ever attended.  

One visitor piped up, “I think it’s this one!” This dinner will be 

followed up with a week long health program by Dr Chester 

Kuma in August, followed by a weekly Bible study group. A big 

thankyou to Johnny, Toni, Callum, Ian, Katy and Kate for all their 

time and effort to make the evening a success.
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Education

CARLISLE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

NEW EARLY LEARNING CENTRE

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE 

STUDENT ARTWORK DISPLAY
Students from Carlisle Adventist College will have their artwork 

displayed at the Cairns Show. The pieces left to right belong to 

Sean Shuttleworth, Braedin Yeatman, and Gemma Suchanek. 

Carlisle Adventist Early Learning Centre celebrated the official 

opening of the new centre on July 17, 2017. Since opening in 

a demountable in June 2009, Carlisle has long prayed for a 

new centre. Their prayers were answered when they acquired 

the property next door to the main car park. The development 

now brings a two room centre allowing for double the amount 

of children per day. Praise the Lord for this wonderful growth at 

Carlisle!

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

A RHYME IN TIME
After an unsuccessful attempt at securing Cancer Council funding 

for shade cloth over the playground in 2016, a parent from Riverside 

Adventist Christian School volunteered their time to write a poem 

instead of filling out yet another long, tedious application. He 

researched, read the material, made calls to some local offices and, 

consequently, submitted his suggestion for the application letter.  The 

idea seemed somewhat unbelievable, but worth a try, and so the poet 

began…

In Townsville, there is a little school

and it has a philosophy; not only to teach its children in classrooms

But to also engage their minds and bodies with what the outdoors 

offers.

For “outside” is a Wonderful Place.

Fresh air.

Movement.

Colour.

Exploration.

Life.

Sunshine!

Yes.  Sunshine…

Good!  

…and not so good.

We have a playground

Specifically for the little ones of the school

and (sometimes) the Early Learning Centre.

Teachers run physical education

They lead the kids like caterpillars 

Build confidence!

Laugh and play.

But sadly 

Not when it is …HOT!

Not when the sun bakes the slides and platforms

…the poles and chains

To temperatures that burn little fingers… legs…

bottoms.

Not in Townsville 

For Two Whole Terms.

A wonderful mini playground

…for half of the year.

What can be done?

To allow littlies to climb-jump-slide-play

All year round?

This is serious.

A permanent shade sail?

That would be perfect.

Please, Cancer Council?

Help our kids.

And so they waited to see if they would hear 

anything about their daring application….. and they 

waited… until they heard back… that the application 

was approved! The emotive poem was able to 

communicate what the long winded application letters 

failed to communicate. They were powerful, authentic 

and simple words.

And so, right before Big Camp started, the shade cloth 

was installed, and was proudly waving in the breeze to 

all those who passed by.

GOLD RUSH DAY
Years 4 - 6 have been learning about the impact of the Gold Rush 

in Australia. Students celebrated this learning with a Gold Rush 

Day in which students dressed up in colonial dress, panned for 

gold, tried their luck at quoits, made butter with marbles and 

glass jars and cooked damper.

 “Gold mining in the sandpit was cool. I’ve never   

   seen so many kids in there!” ~ Holly

 “My favourite part was making delicious fluffy   

   damper and old style lemonade.” ~ Jenny
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