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A number of years ago I was browsing through some items 

on a display table in a large shopping centre. The young sales 

assistant approached me and kindly asked if I needed help. 

Without stopping to think, I curtly replied that if I’d needed help, 

I would have asked. 

I have never forgotten how rude I was to that young lady. If I 

could have the opportunity to apologise now, I would gladly do 

it. Jesus had me pegged pretty well when He said that “out of 

the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45). I have 

often paused for thought over how as a Christian I could behave 

so badly in that situation, and many others. I recognise that my 

heart is deceitfully wicked (Jer 17:9) and that “nothing good lives 

in me” (Rom 7:18) but that is no excuse because “In Christ I am a 

new creation the old is gone and the new has come” (2 Cor 5:17).  

I have come to the realisation that I have been breaking the most 

important commandment in the Bible. Which commandment 

have I been breaking? This one:

“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34).

If I had allowed Jesus to fill me with His love, I never would have 

treated that young lady the way I did. In fact, so important did 

Jesus consider this command that He went on to say that is was 

the identifying mark of a true disciple – “if you love one another” 

(v.35).

I am a fourth generation Adventist, and have always prided 

myself on the Bible knowledge that has been passed down to 

me, and the importance of keeping all of God’s commandments. 

I did my best to keep the 10, but along the way have neglected 

 I have been breaking the 
most important commandment 

in the Bible.

the most important commandment of all; to love. The beloved 

disciple tells me that I am a liar if I profess to love God yet hate 

my brother (1 John 4:20), so daily I confess my hypocrisy and 

plead for more love which is promised in abundance through 

the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5).

I hope others can see my prayers being answered in me. What 

about in you?

Prayer
Oh Father, forgive me for my hypocrisy and for representing you 

so poorly. Thank you for the incredible love you have shown 

in that while I was a sinner Jesus died for me. Please, please 

give me an abundant love for you and for others. Fill me full to 

overflowing I pray in Jesus’ name, amen.
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LE Corner: God’s Timing Education

FEEL CALLED?
Every day hearts are turning to God thanks 

to the work done by people like Elsie.

Wherever you are and whatever you do, God 

can place people in your path that you can 

touch and make a difference in their lives.

If you feel the same calling as Elsie and 

would like to be a literature evangelist, 

please get in contact with Eunice Winship 

eunicewinship@bigpond.com.

CARLISLE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

EXPANSIONS UNDERWAY AS 
SCHOOL GROWTH CONTINUES

One day for lunch after working the doors, I felt like hot chips 

with fish so I drove down to our local marina to buy it. It was 

such a hot day and I did not feel like going back to the doors after 

lunch. I have been struggling to work the doors because I have 

been really sick ever since I came back from PNG. I got my lunch 

then wondered as to where I’d sit and eat. I had already made up 

my mind that I would have to go home, but was impressed very 

strongly to just go down to the end of the harbor sit at the picnic 

tables and eat. I usually come here and read and pray before 

heading back to the doors. 

As I drove in to the carpark I recognised two ladies I knew. Beck 

and Danelle were having lunch there as well at one of the tables. 

I asked if I could join them and they happily made space for me 

to sit down.

As we were eating, the topic of our conversations were mainly of  

things and people we knew in common.  Our topic then changed 

to the current spiritual situation of people in the world. Becky 

mentioned how Danelle has been soaking up the information 

in the bible and enjoying reading it, comparing scripture 

with scripture. As she’d been reading, she’d been telling her 

family members to be ready for the second coming of Christ. 

I congratulated and told her that she has been spending her 

time wisely with God and that He will reveal to her His mysteries 

which are really no mysteries at all if one is in tune with the Lord. 

I offered her the Great Controversy after explaining what the 

book is all about, which she gratefully accepted. I also shared 

about the Sabbath as God’s original day of worship to which 

they both replied “yes I knew that.”  I offered Danelle the book 

as well and she was so thankful about it and couldn’t wait to get 

home and read it.  

Elsie Brady

Literature Evangelist

Mackay, Central Queensland.

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

REMEMBERING A HERO

On Friday, November 18, 2016, a special ceremony was held 

commemorating the sacrifice of one of our Riverside families 

exactly 20 years ago. Tutonu Mataa, a father of one of our current 

parents (Emma Teariki), jumped to the rescue his child in the 

river behind the school on November 1996, saving his child 

and losing his own life. A plaque was once attached to a tree 

near the Library but since the tree was removed to build the 

current Library, a new memorial was constructed at the front of 

Riverside and a Tabebuia tree was planted in his memory.

Tui’s wife, Ruth and some of her family were present for the 

unveiling of the plaque and the tree planting. On the day 

before this emotional ceremony, on the actual anniversary of 

her father’s death, Emma was married down at the Strand in a 

beautiful sunrise service. It was a special week for Riverside, but 

even more special for Travel and Emma. Ruth Mataa recalled 

how, when Tutonu was the groundsman and living in the 

adjacent house, he cared for a similar tree to the one planted, 

taking the time to collect the fallen flowers each Sunday 

morning when they were in bloom. Thank God, His Son will also 

collect His ‘fallen flowers’ soon, too.

Your prayers are needed now more than ever!

Praise God, Carlisle Adventist Christian College has grown again 

this year and have 136 students and 3 more wishing to start in 

February! Their four new classrooms will be ready to be used 

next week with plans to build more this year and next year. The 

Early Learning Centre has a waiting list. Next year, God-willing, 

Carlisle Adventist Christian College will progress to Year 11, and 

they have many more plans for building and expanding. 

So why do they need your prayers more than ever? Carlisle 

need prayers of thanks and praise for God’s blessing. They need 

prayers of protection against Satan’s moves to disrupt their 

school. They also need prayers for guidance and commitment. 

As they employ new staff and continue their work in Mackay they 

want to be faithful to God in representing Him to their students 

and families. As they get busy it is easy` to “skip” some things in 

order to keep up! Pray for all Northern Australian Schools, that 

they will not “skip” abiding in God, that staff will connect more 

closely to God, the only true source of power!
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ADRA NA ON FACEBOOKSPD PRESIDENT ON FACEBOOK

Within a month or two of becoming the SPD President someone 

started a Facebook page for me. Although the rest of my family 

are on Facebook I don’t have the time for something else to do 

and they keep me informed of anything major of interest to me.

However a number of people have persuaded me that a 

public page in Facebook could be used as another means to 

communicate what God is doing in the SPD. It is for this reason 

that I have joined Facebook. Adventist Media is helping me 

with the page and would like me to share with as many people 

as possible – Pass it on for the purposes of God – for no other 

reason.

2017 is going to be a big year for the Northern Australian 

Conference ADRA department! Make sure you ‘LIKE” our new 

Facebook page to keep up with the latest, to see all of the 

different ideas that churches are having to engage with their 

communities across Northern Territory,  The Torres Strait Islands 

and North Queensland, and to post from your own church 

activities. With new projects in our sights, with a re-vamping of 

the ADRA Church Representative program, with our first full-time 

CAD (Conference ADRA Director) and our first Facebook Page, 

we are excited to invite you along on the journey with us! Just 

contact the NAC ADRA Department if you have any questions 

and want to be involved.

ADRA AUSTRALIA BELIEVES THAT ALL PEOPLE WERE CREATED 

TO DO AMAZING THINGS!

 

2016 has come and gone and we can look back at how God has 

led and blessed the Conference and the members. For most of 

the year our Tithe received was above budget and 2015, Thanks 

to the continued faithful giving of our members and a couple 

of large one-off Tithe contributions. All thanks is to God our 

Saviour and King.  

After receiving the December Tithe receipts, we finished the 

year at 6.95% or $220,277 above budget and 4.32% or $140,518 

above 2015 Tithe receipts. Total Tithe received for 2016 was 

$3,390,277, being the highest Tithe received to date. We give 

praise to God and thank you as faithful members for returning to 

God a portion of what He has provided for you.

2017 brings its many challenges along with financial pressures 

to all. We encourage and remind all that

• God is in control

• His promises are true

• We need to all give back to God what is His

• Thank Him for providing and caring for us

• Our giving is a form of worship

• Giving of Tithe shows the spiritual health of our lives. 

• God gave us the greatest gift 

• What are we giving back to God?

Today’s society is in search of quick solutions. We want solutions 

on the “how-to” level rather than the more fundamental “who“ 

level. We must change who we are – that is, our habits, our 

lifestyle and our attitudes, focusing on God and spending that 

time with Him, developing that much needed relationship.

We look forward to your faithful support of the church through 

2017.

0

100000

200000

300000

400000

500000

600000

700000

800000

900000

1000000

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

TITHE ANALYSIS BY QUARTER
2012 - 2016

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012

An Adventist-published cookbook has been announced as the 

national winner of the “Best Health & Nutrition Book” in the 

Gourmand World Cookbook Awards. The awards have been 

described as the Oscars of cookbooks.

Food As Medicine: Cooking for Your Best Health by Sue Radd 

was released by Signs Publishing in October and, prior to 

this award, had already been featured at the Frankfurt Book 

Fair. It features 150 plant-based recipes, as well as extensive 

explanation of the scientific research that supports the pattern 

of eating demonstrated in the recipes.

“There are quite a few categories in these awards covering 

the range of cookbooks, but given the interest in health and 

nutrition I expect this is among the more crowded categories,” 

said Nathan Brown, book editor at Signs Publishing. “This is 

where we want to be—creating, producing and sharing the best 

health information that can really make a difference in people’s 

lives.”

Available now at the Adventist Book Centre, or online at www.

adventistbooks.com.au

*This was adapted from an article in the Record.

AWARD WINNING BOOK

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SPDPRESIDENT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ADRANAC/

In recent months the NAC website has been completely 

remodelled to make it fresh, simple and easy to navigate for 

those in the community who wish to know about us. The “where 

we are” page is the most visited part of the site where all our 

church congregations and key details are listed in a format easy 

for visitors to locate us. Also check out the “what we’ve done” 

page to read our newsletters and hear past speakers. 

The Youth website now looks like it is the youth, with easy 

access to information about upcoming events, Pathfinder and 

Adventurer Resources and a Gallery to share photos.

NAC WEBSITES
NA.ADVENTIST.ORG.AU 
NAYOUTH.ADVENTIST.ORG.AU 

Riverside Convention Centre has freshened up its website which 

now includes cost and pictures of the accomodation. They have 

also added a Facebook page to help guests stay connected and 

up to date with current promotions at the Centre and around 

the Townsville area. Check them out! 

RIVERSIDE CENTRE
RIVERSCC.COM.AU
FACEBOOK.COM - RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTRE

Conference News

TITHE REPORTPAGES TO LIKE AND BOOKMARK
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MULTIPLICATION: IS IT REALLY 
POSSIBLE?
No one wanted to go on the Nominating Committee and few 

were willing to serve in leadership in the Regional Church.  

The new pastor was completely frustrated.  The Nominating 

Committee had to meet at least 5 times and for up to 3 hours at 

a time over a period of 3 months to fill all the positions required 

by the church - even with a membership of 250.  It seemed that 

many people who finally accepted roles did it because no one 

else was willing to do the job.  They took up the role with very 

little enthusiasm or purpose.  Clearly the church was challenged.

The church year did not go so well for the church or pastor.  The 

church functioned but with little spiritual life.  All noticed the 

lack of enthusiasm.  Before the next Nominating Committee 

period the pastor suggested to the church board that rather 

than fill positions the Nominating Committee would engage in 

a process with all the people and discover their passions (Psalm 

20:4, 37:4) and gifts (1 Corinthians 12) and see where God may 

be asking them to serve.  Sermons on spiritual gifts preceded the 

Nominating Committee. A survey was given and the Nominating 

Committee paid attention to each person by going through the 

church roll and Sabbath school roll and suggested roles to each 

person.  While not a perfect process within 2 years Regional 

Church had renewed life. Not all roles were filled because no one 

had the passion or giftedness.  However the church managed – 

in fact it began to grow.  Most people were involved in ministries 

and departments they liked or wanted to try.  A people rather 

than a position approach to Nominating Committee had made 

a difference.  

If we are to be serious about multiplying disciples who make 

new disciples the church at every level needs to become more 

people focused.  The Nominating Committee can review how 

people are going in their roles and intentionally focus people 

on a path of development – much like Human Resources 

departments are supposed to do in businesses.  All newly 

baptized people will be prayed for asking God to give them and 

reveal to them their hearts passion and spiritual gifts.  Then the 

church can suggest pathways for discipleship development and 

also train so that the new disciples can become disciple makers.  

After all God has all the human resources He needs in the church 

(1 Corinthians 1:4-7) and it is “God who arranged the members 

in the body, each one of them, as he chose.” (1 Corinthians 12:18 

English Standard Version).

My grandfather believed in me.  Even though I was a typical 

teenager at times and did my own thing (not telling what I got 

up to either) he would often sit me down and listen by asking me 

how I was going, and asked for my thoughts on various issues 

in the church or the world.  He listened to me as if my opinion 

mattered to him.  He let me drive his car (even after I crashed 

it twice in one day – no significant damage either time), and 

paint and repair his house instead of using a tradesman.  He 

took me to hear him preach and teach and came to listen to 

me preach.  He was always extremely encouraging and would 

tell lots of stories of past experiences that made me think and 

grow.  He even arranged at one time for me to teach his classes 

at Avondale College when he was away taking workshops.  

This was more than belief in me, it was really mentoring and 

developing me as a disciple of Jesus.  As a teenager and young 

adult I was blessed to have a number of people like grandpa 

who mentored me.  I value each one of them – they significantly 

shaped me as a disciple of Jesus.

Jesus valued everyone and wanted them to find fulfilment in 

following Him.  That is why he healed them, taught them, feed 

them and asked them to repent and follow Him.  However Jesus 

knew that He would only be in ministry for 3 and a half years. He 

would then leave this earth and His work with humans.  He had 

to be strategic and chose the right leaders to continue what He 

started.  He spent all night praying before He chose the 12 apostles 

(Luke 6:12-16).  It included trades people, zealots who despised 

the Romans, tax collectors who worked with the Romans, 

Pharisee types, fisherman, angry young men, opinionated loud-

mouths, courageous and emotionally unstable – because Jesus 

can use anybody, if the person is willing (Mark 3:15-19).  This 

privileged group were ‘to be with him’ and accompany him in His 

ministry (Mark 3:13,14).  Jesus called the disciples to follow him, 

to be with him and to learn from him.  They would see Jesus, eat, 

sleep, be overwhelmed with the needs of the people for healing 

and direction, the antagonism from the religious leaders, the 

mixing with the ‘least of these’ (Matthew 25:40), the dinners, the 

healings and teaching.  Following Jesus literally meant following 

Jesus around and observing how He lived – this is what it means 

to be a disciple.  Once these disciples knew the Jesus way, Jesus 

sent the disciples to do the same things that he was doing 

(Matthew 10, Luke 10:1-12).  When they came back from their 

own ministry he debriefed them (Luke 10:17-24).  As they grew in 

their understanding they knew Jesus was the Messiah (Matthew 

16:13-20, Mark 8:27-30).  It was only after this that Jesus was able 

to tell them about His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21, 

17:1,2 ,Mark 8:31, 9:1-3).  Jesus led them step by step in their 

understanding and development and gave them opportunity 

to participate and grow in disciple making ministry.  When He 

left the earth Jesus knew that with the power of the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 1:8) His 12 disciples were ready to make a multiplying 

movement of disciple making disciples (John 14:16).  

If we are to be serious about multiplying disciples who make new disciples the 
church at every level needs to become more people focused

Glenn Townend
SPD President

Every seed bearing plant has the opportunity to reproduce itself 

thousands of times within a few generations.  An orange can 

be an orange grove, a tomato has the potential to be a whole 

greenhouse of tomatoes, a coconut can be a copra plantation …  

There is multiplying potential in every disciple of Jesus.  We can 

be disciple making disciples who make more and better disciple 

making disciples until Jesus returns.  
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AITKENVALE

MAN ON FIRE!

NORTHERN BEACHES

CHURCH PLANT LAUNCH
AITKENVALE

WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM

SAIBAI

DEDICATION

December 3, 2016, at Saibai Island during the church service a triple dedication was held. Robson 

Aniba and Mary Enosa had Manai Solomom and Nancy Molly dedicated. With the third dedicated 

being Zowenda Waia’s son Trever Waia. The service was attended by family and friends of those 

being dedicated. A blessed time was had by all in the church service and the fellowship lunch that 

followed.

EDMONTON

ACTIVE CHURCH CONTINUES TO 
GROW

On December 10, 2016, Edmonton church visited Yarrabah, a 

local indigenous community. Some of the church ladies had 

been very busy baking biscuits which they gave out along with 

a Christmas card and invitation to a short Christmas program to 

be held in the park later that afternoon. During 2016 Cairns and 

Edmonton churches have been visiting Yarrabah about once a 

month.

A special Christmas service was held on December 24 and it 

was lovely seeing the story of Christ’s birth being acted out by 

our young people and other church members. It always brings 

home the reality of Christ’s birth and what it means.

Edmonton is excited in the way the Lord has guided in finding 

thier own property. Over the last few months they have looked at 

several properties. A couple of the members have had their eyes 

on a particular property for a year or more not dreaming that 

it would come up for sale. However, just as some of the other 

options had closed this property came up for sale – the first time 

it has been offered on the market for 90 years. It is right across 

the road from where Edmonton Church have been meeting for 

over 10 years so the open area and park and the facilities they 

enjoyed are still close by. The price was very reasonable and 

there was considerable interest in this property but when the 

owners sat down to consider the offers they had received they 

chose Edmonton Church.

All honour and praise is given to God for what He has done and 

Edmonton Church ask for His continued guidance that they will 

be able to build a facility that will be open to the community and 

that they can be used to reach the people of Edmonton.

Church News

On the 28th of January 2017, about 20 people from Cairns 

Seventh-day Adventist Church stepped out and had their first 

Sabbath as the Northern Beaches Seventh-day Adventist Group 

at the Marlin Coast Neighbourhood Centre in Trinity Park. 

Throughout 2016, Pastor Daniel Matteo encouraged the local 

congregations to pray and prepare for this missionary foray 

into new territory.  At the end of the year a group of people from 

Cairns who felt called to this ministry began to meet and pray 

together.

The idea of a church in the Northern Beaches was first proposed 

by Pr Mark Wilson during his tenure 2008 - 2010, but became a 

priority for Pr Daniel after he attended an SPD church planting 

conference at Avondale College in 2015.

God has opened the doors financially by the generosity of 

several members, as well as practically with the Cairns church 

op shop receiving donations of a church communion set, pulpit 

and other items needed to make the new group’s worship 

uplifting.

Please continue to pray for this new church and for the Northern 

Beaches community.

MALANDA

A NEW LIFE

The Tablelands congregation in Malanda had an extra special 

day on December 24, 2016. Not only was it about Mary who gave 

birth to a Son and called His name Jesus, but it had more to do 

with what Jesus accomplished while on earth. Because of His 

death and resurrection, He made it possible for sinful human 

beings to repent and find salvation in Him. 

On December 24, 2016 Alex Griffin did just that in Malanda 

Seventh-day Adventist Church. Alex was a hard-working retiree, 

who together with his wife Tuari (a Seventh-day Adventist 

lady from PNG) spent much of his time growing produce for 

the market. Life looked good and the Lord blessed their work. 

However about six months ago, Alex was rushed to Atherton 

hospital’s emergency ward. The doctor told him that he did 

not believe that Alex would walk out of there. Faced with the 

prospect of certain death, Tuari and Alex turned to the Lord. 

They requested anointing for Alex and Eddie Hastie was able to 

get to the hospital first. God heard the prayer of His servant and 

raised Alex up from the sickbed. Miraculously, he was released 

from hospital only a few days later. 

Alex wondered how to respond to God’s amazing grace. He set 

his mind on learning more about this gracious God and His 

teachings. For several months, he and Pr Wolfgang studied 

the Bible together. Finally Alex decided that he wanted to get 

baptised. His desire was fulfilled on December 24 in Malanda 

church. Praise God that Jesus came to this earth to become the 

Saviour of all mankind. 

Sabbath the 21st January saw Aitkenvale Church full of guests 

entering to praise and worship the Lord in celebration of a 

young man on fire for Jesus. Steve Jones, who has grown up 

all over the North Australian Conference, stepped into the Ross 

River following the church service to offer his life as a sacrifice for 

Jesus through the waters of baptism. During the service, Steve 

accepted his baptismal vows and shared his testimony which 

brought tears to many an eye in the congregation. The love of 

the Jesus, working through Steve’s young life, is contagiously 

drawing people to hear the story of how Jesus has transformed 

him. He has experienced a call to Jesus, a call to serve Him, a call 

to ACTION. Keep this young disciple of Christ in your prayers as 

he steps forward to serve Jesus in his local community.

Aitkenvale Church was bubbling with excitement as the hall 

filled with members and many visitors on the 24th December for 

the church’s special two hour Christmas Service. Special music, 

readings and carolling throughout the program encouraged 

and uplifted the congregation to focus on Jesus, while three 

sermonettes challenged the people to continue to seek the 

Saviour. The whole congregation joined in an interactive nativity 

play performed by the Primary/Junior/Teen/Youth Sabbath 

School classes which was filled with much joy and laughter. 

It was a Sabbath service filled with the joy of the Lord! The 

children handed out gifts to everyone who attended and, after 

the service, refreshments and special gifts for the children were 

given out. Following the program an email received from one of 

our community visitors contained a message that every church 

wants to hear:  “Just wanting to let you know that ... [we]… 

attended your Church service last Saturday and it was beyond 

amazing!” Praise the Lord for His faithfulness! May every service 

be one where our members and community visitors alike can 

say that they felt the presence of the Lord and the urging of the 

Holy Spirit to turn their hearts to Jesus. Now that would truly be 

amazing!



 

On June 5-9, 2017, thousands  

of Adventists across Australia  

will open their homes and  

reach out to the community. 

Join the Open Home movement by opening your home  

for a meal, prayer and gift to friends, neighbours or  

colleagues—simple, easy and effective evangelism  

anyone can do here and now.
Register online at  

www.open home.org.au 
for more information, training and resources.


