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“The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a treasure that a man 
discovered hidden in a field.

In his excitement he hid it again
and sold everything he owned to

get enough money to
buy the field.”

Matthew 13:44

Editorial

•  Paying tithe with absolute gratitude for the opportunity to have 

worked and earnt money and be able to return the first portion of 

earnings to the One who provided it 

•  Entering into personal devotions with a confidence  of hearing 

from God

•  Creating a generosity account with the intention of always 

having money available to bless others in need. 

•  Entering every day believing to be led and used by God

•  Praying for a greater desire to be in the Word more, deeper 

convictions, and a more sold out life for Jesus.

There’s no better time than now to get excited about the things 

of God. They are a priceless treasure. Think what a difference we 

could make for the Kingdom if we all felt this way!

Whenever I ring a certain pastoral colleague in this conference and 

ask him how he is doing, he always replies, “I am excited!” It has 

become a bit of a joke between us, but he is absolutely genuine 

in his declaration. Why is he excited? Because of the wonderful 

things God is doing in his church and community.

What a great attitude, and it’s biblical. In my devotions the other 

day I read this verse:

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered 

hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold 

everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field.”  

Matthew 13:44 NLT

I love the description of this man who is so excited by the 

Kingdom of God that nothing else matters in comparison to the 

treasure he has discovered. I know families who will make the 

effort every Sabbath to drive one and a half to two hours to get 

to their nearest church, spend all day there and then drive home 

late that night. Why? Because they value meeting with fellow 

believers and worshiping in community. But I know other families 

who live within a stone’s throw (literally) of their nearest church 

and don’t attend most Sabbaths. Why the difference? They have 

lost excitement for the things of God.

Thanks to the example of some wonderful Christian friends, I have 

caught glimpses of what spiritual excitement looks like in the life 

of a believer:

•  Welcoming in the Sabbath with excitement as a special time of 

rest with God

•  Going to church with an expectation to meet with Jesus and to 

bless others.

Darren Slade
President
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Conference
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THE ADRA CORNER

ABC - NOAH: ANOTHER STORM IS COMING

If you live in Australia, or the affectionately termed “lucky 

country”, then you are living in the country with the second-

wealthiest people in the world (CSRI Global Health report 2016). 

It might be hard to believe for those Aussies who struggle to pay 

the power bill, or who struggle under debt and to make ends 

meet. Wherever you are on the spectrum, it is still confronting to 

read statistics such as; 

• More than half of the world is living on less than $2.50 a day. 

• 22,000 children die each day due to poverty. 

How about a statistic from here in Australia:

• 1 in 8 Australians are living under the poverty line.

The question has been asked; Should we be sending money 

overseas when we have so much need here in Australia?

In 2017-18 the Australian government will provide $3.9 billion 

in Official Development Assistance (ODA) to countries overseas 

(dfat.gov.au). To any of us, that is a lot of money. A huge amount.

In September 2013, the ABC published an article written by 

Joe McKenzie, addressing this same question. In it, he wrote 

that in 2010, Prime Minister David Cameron brought in a stern 

policy which saw huge cuts in the government spending which 

dramatically changed the scope and size of the UK government. 

But there were two departments that were left untouched; the 

National Health Service and foreign aid. Cameron’s explanation 

was that their foreign aid policy makes him “proud to be British”. 

I don’t want to get into politics, but despite the fact that some 

government foreign aid is about strategic interests, much of it is 

about acknowledging the fact that we live in a rich country, and 

that it is the right thing to do. That as a country, we can afford 

to help out other countries whose populations are suffering in 

ways that many of us cannot even imagine. 

I spent 7 years working for ADRA New Zealand, and because I 

worked in the international department, a part of my job was 

to travel overseas to conduct monitoring and evaluation on 

our projects. This often saw me going to the poorest places, in 

some of the poorest countries. Salyan district in far west Nepal. 

Dinajpur district in Northern Bangladesh. Hsi Hsaing township 

in the Shan State in Myanmar. Totsensengel town in Zavkhan, 

Mongolia. Wherever it was, I was confronted with the reality of 

poverty in these countries. 

In Australia, in comparison to these places, there are various 

community services, government support programs, 

opportunities to find help when in need- even if it meant going 

to your neighbour or family member for help if you really had 

to. But what if your neighbour’s child was also dying from 

malnutrition and they too had no way of transporting their 

family members for the 4 hour trip to the local medical post 

which has no supplies anyway? What if the risk of being attacked 

while travelling by night was the same as the risk of your family 

member dying from their injury? What if your whole town was in 

just as desperate need as you are and so you don’t even bother 

asking for help? These are some of the realities which people 

living in poverty come face to face with.

I learned that the level of poverty was so deep and so broad that 

unless an external helping hand came in, there may have been 

no hope for change. I met women who couldn’t thank ADRA 

enough for “coming to the place that no one wants to come 

to, and help us, the people who no one cares about”. They had 

been given hope for a different future, and that was something 

they had thought was out of their reach.

Don’t get me wrong, I know that there are terrible conditions of 

poverty here in Australia, and yes we need to and are addressing 

those as best we can. But I want to encourage us to apply the 

“do unto others as you would have them do unto you” principle 

from the mouth of Jesus. This principle applies across borders, 

across race, across gender, across religion and applies to anyone 

in need. 

To both people in Australia, and people overseas. We help, 

because we care. No matter who it is that is in need. That should 

be our life motto. And because we live in a rich and beautiful 

country, so full of resources, we can help our brothers and sisters 

in Christ across the globe.  

For more information about ADRA, visit www.adra.org.au or call 

1800 242 372. For ADRA Northern Australia, find us on Facebook, 

or call (07) 4779 3988.

Receptionist & Personal Assistant for Youth 
Ministries & Communications

The Northern Australian Conference is seeking an enthusiastic 

and competent individual as receptionist and Youth Ministries 

assistant, including support for the Communication Director. This 

full-time position requires an individual who is self-motivated, 

well organised, has a high level of computer skills, and excellent 

written and oral communication. Commencing January 2018, this 

role involves providing administrative, and clerical support to the 

youth director, developing design concepts and final artwork for 

all promotions and publishing material, maintaining the youth 

POSITION VACANT (MATERNITY LEAVE) – NORTHERN AUSTRALIAN 
CONFERENCE (TOWNSVILLE, QLD)

and conference websites, and assisting with the organisation 

and running of youth department events and activities, and 

compiling and editing  the Conference newsletter. This position 

is for an initial 6-month period, whilst the current Receptionist 

takes maternity leave. 

Send applications with Curriculum Vitae to the General 

Secretary, Northern Australian Conference, PO Box 51 Aitkenvale 

QLD 4814, email: robellison@adventist.org.au.

The applicants should also provide at least two written 

references with their application. For further information and 

a full job description please contact the Conference General 

Secretary.  Applications close November 30 2017.

A rural Cambodian family that I visited on an ADRA Monitoring trip some 
years ago. This house was pretty much empty. You could fit the family’s 
possessions into a suitcase. And yet they gifted me with a pawpaw when 
I left. I didn’t want to take it because I knew it was all they had. But I also 
knew that to take it would be a sign of respect to them. I never forgot 
the extreme poverty that they lived in, nor their astounding generosity 
and kindness.

Article by Charlene Luzuk - Conference ADRA Director for the NAC.
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Flashpoint

Did the flood really happen? Why would a God of love punish a world like that? 

This stunning, in-depth exploration provides an accurate, biblical and informative 

narrative of the life and times of Noah. It will help you grasp  vital spiritual themes 

that will expand your Bible literacy and grow your trust in God’s plan for our planet 

– and for you.

In stock, just $3.95 plus P&H, phone 07 4728 7097 

or go to www.adventistbooks.com.au to order.



Flashpoint

SHARE HIM 2017
Dumela and Hola! Hello in the Botswana and Spanish languages. 

Joycelyn Komet, from Cairns Church, recently returned from her 

second Share Him trip to South Africa, Botswana and Spain. 

Although there were many obstacles in her way, nothing could 

stop God’s message from being shared. This is Joycelyn’s story:

‘Building up to the day of departure for the trip was very stressful, 

particularly in obtaining visa’s for South Africa and Spain since I 

hold a Papua New Guinea passport.

I had an interview at the Spanish Consulate in Sydney however 

it was cancelled because the staff were on strike. I tried emailing 

the Spanish Consulate in Canberra and by God’s grace they 

gave me the same interview slot in Canberra as in Sydney, even 

though they were full, because the staff member felt sorry for 

me.

I flew to Sydney with my daughters and then took the train to 

Canberra. I arrived there and they issued my visa. They told me I 

was lucky as the next day the Canberra consulate would also be 

closed. I say it’s not by luck but God’s divine intervention.

There was still more problems to come. The software sermonette 

that Share Him had sent was crashing. I brought it to two IT 

Specialists and they said they couldn’t help. However my 12 

year daughter managed to get it working on her laptop. 

The next morning I was bending down and felt a sharp pain 

behind my back. I remember not being able to move and so 

we called for an ambulance. I was taken to the Cairns hospital 

and checks were made, but they did not know why the pain was 

severe; they couldn’t find anything wrong. 

When the time came to leave, everything was in order. I preached 

10 days straight and four people gave their life to Jesus and two 

were baptised.

It was a beautiful experience! The first night I preached in the 

field with no electricity or projected images. I preached in the 

dark with my laptop and no microphone. The crowd was about 

30 people and gradually increased as the days progressed.

By the second night we had electricity and had lights and all 

equipment working. The third night, the shop that was supplying 

power closed, so I was back to preaching in the dark. The fourth 

night I finally had a microphone and we got a nearby house to 

supply electricity throughout the program. The amazing thing 

was even though I had no microphone, my voice projected loud 

enough that the people across the other street could hear me.

The night I preached about the Sabbath there was a restless, 

angry man who disrupted me throughout the sermon. He was 

angry for he had so many questions. This was a new experience 

for me as on my previous trip to Mexico I never had experience 

an angry, disruptive person. It brought fear upon me to preach. 

The following night as I preached and gave my appeal, three 

first time visitors who attended the meetings stood from other 

denominations.

Finally at the end of the 10 day 

meetings we had two baptised 

from my site Kañana. A combined 

baptism was held after the 

meetings with every Share Him 

member. In total 70 people were 

baptised from the different sites.

The people there had practically no resources. They all brought 

their own chairs to the meetings. I donated a projector that I had 

brought to use at the church along with $1000.’

Please pray for all those who came to know Jesus Christ 

because of the ministry of the Share Him projects. If you would 

like to know more about the Share Him Ministry please visit their 

website: sharehim.org

TEEN X 2017 - CAVING TEACHES TEENS TO TRUST IN GOD!
For just under a week, the teens worked their way through some 

of the many caves systems found in the Chillagoe area. There 

was a great sense of achievement as everyone was challenged in 

one way or another to put his or her absolute trust in their cave 

guides. As Christos said, “Without a guide, there is no way we 

would have any knowledge of where we were going. The week 

was a living object lesson of how we need to rely fully on God as 

we go through the twists and turns of life.” Thanks to Pr Maciej 

for his worships that brought us closer to Jesus. Also thanks to 

Keith Offer, Bruce Dane, Axel Buthmann, and Bones for the fun 

activities and caving knowledge. Next year Teen Expedition is 

heading to Hinchinbrook Island.
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PRESCRIPTION FOR THE FUTURE: GOD-GIVEN GIFT TO THE 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

The Australasian Lifestyle Medicine Conference was held 

from September 15–17, 2017 at Novotel Hotel, Manly, Sydney 

with a participation of more than four hundred health care 

providers and practitioners.  Focusing on the theme; “Planet 

Consumption: Primary Care, Public and Planetary Health,” more 

than seventy learned men and women in the field of medicine, 

university research, and allied health practices highlighted the 

importance of lifestyle as a prescriptive medicine for the future.  

Every presentation at the “Lifestyle Conference 2017” confirmed 

what Ellen White stated more than one hundred years ago; “Too 

little attention is generally given to the preservation of health. It 

is far better to prevent disease than to know how to treat it when 

contracted. It is the duty of every person, for his own sake, and 

for the sake of humanity, to inform himself in regard to the laws 

of life and conscientiously to obey them.” (Ministry of Healing, 

p. 129).

Dr. David Katz, immediate past president of the American College 

of Lifestyle Medicine, two-time diplomat of the American Board 

of Internal Medicine, and board certified specialist in Preventive 

Medicine/Public Health cited that healthy groups of Adventists 

in Loma Linda, USA are among those who promote and practice 

lifestyle as a way of living.  Dr. Katz believe that lifestyle taken as 

a medical prescription could prevent as high as 80% of chronic 

illnesses.  He emphatically confirms that no other medicine can 

do this.  Dr. Conrad Winer, currently Hon. Consultant Physician in 

Rehabilitation Medicine at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital iterated 

that there is a need for a holistic and lifestyle approach in 

medicine and surgery.  A representative from American College 

of Lifestyle Medicine concluded her presentation by giving a 

prescription for the future; “nutrition” and “exercise.”     

As early as late 1800 God gave wisdom to Adventist pioneer 

Ellen White about more elaborative lifestyle practice as nature’s 

prescription for health and wellbeing; “Pure air, sunlight, 

abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, 

trust in divine power—these are the true remedies.” (Ibid, 128).  

To care for human body has a noble reason; “The physical 

life is to be carefully preserved and developed that through 

humanity the divine nature may be revealed in its fullness.” 

(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 348). Today with the advancement of 

science and research it is confirmed that by integrating nature’s 

prescription to formulate a lifestyle, it could help prevent, arrest 

and reverse chronic illnesses that plague modern lives.  Another 

Adventist pioneer J. H. Waggoner stated that Adventist lifestyle 

is a “method of God’s choice” and “it has been more clearly and 

powerfully unfolded, and is thereby producing an effect which 

we could not have looked for from any other means.” (Review 

and Herald, Aug. 7, 1866).  With all these insights and proven 

facts, one could wonder; “Why it is that some of God’s people 

pay only a lip service to the Adventist Health Message?”



With her chill personality taking the global stage, Divine 

praises her God for the opportunity, the gift and desire to aim 

high in academics. Divine expresses her love for God through 

her academic success and her desire to do her best.

“My passions and God are closely connected, I praise God with 

my gifts and passions by doing the best I can in what I love.” 

Divine Benesha said.

Divine also wants to encourage young Christian students who 

have a gift and passion in academics or anything to “Go for 

it, ask God for help, he is working in you and is close to you.”

Divine’s parents, shared that they are “Proud and happy, more 

so that she has experienced her testimony of God being active 

in Divine’s life.”

From this point, Divine and her team from school have 

qualified for the Tournament of Champions in Yale University, 

New Haven, CT, USA on 9th-14th November 2017.

She will go on to represent her school, her country, and her 

family, with her faith in God.

Feel free to help support Divine get there, by contacting 

Darwin SDA Church.

health. The group was small, with eight steady participants and 

some exciting new prospects for the program in 2018!

This program is a much-needed program in all communities, 

when you consider that one in four people are clinically 

depressed. It’s a way to build friendship and show the 

community that we do care. “We will be following up with the 

group members to refresh what they have learnt. We hope 

to go through the book of Daniel for brain stimulation and to 

meet Jesus. Your prayers for our Cooktown community are 

appreciated.” says Brendan Davis.

ATHERTON 
CHURCH PROUD OF SES MEMBER CALLUM TUCKER

Atherton Church is justly proud of young SES member, Callum 

Tucker, whose prompt cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 

helped save the life of a near-fatal heart attack victim at the 

Atherton Show on July 10.

59-year-old Tim Peckett of Charters Towers was walking his horse 

back to the stalls at the show; he didn’t make it. The next thing he 

remembers is waking from an induced coma in Cairns Hospital.

Herberton SES officers, Tamarah Yarrow and Callum Tucker, and 

their Atherton colleagues, James Gegg and David McConnell, were 

the first responders and quickly applied CPR until paramedics 

arrived.

Critical care paramedic, Jonathan Wells and advanced care 

paramedics, Simon Eustace and Andrew MacGowan, arrived 

quickly and managed to regain Mr Peckett’s pulse using a 

defibrillator.

Mr Wells said it was vital to start CPR immediately to have the best 

chance of reviving the patient.

 “I must have scared the daylights out of them,” Mr Peckett said 

of his rescuers.  “The lesson from what happened to me is for 

everyone to learn CPR.”  He considers a couple of cracked ribs a 

small price to pay for his life.

Tim Peckett of Charters Towers (second from right) returned to the scene of his near fatal attack at Atherton showgrounds to say thanks to his rescuers: Tamarah Yarrow (Herbert State Emergency Service), 
Jonathan Wells (Atherton ambulance) and Callum Tucker (Herberton SES). Picture taken by David Anthony
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DEPRESSION AND ANXIETY 
COURSE

Conference News

The Cooktown Church plant just finished an eight-week 

Depression and Anxiety program by Dr Neil Nedley before 

the school holidays. This is an educational program with a 

high success rate in reducing depression and/or anxiety. If the 

participants follow through with the program and implement 

the health principles, cognitive distortion and positive thinking 

they will improve their physical, social, mental and spiritual 

DIVINE BENESHA
It is vitally important that as a church we support and 

acknowledge the success and achievements that happen in our 

churches.

In the Darwin City SDA Church, teenager Ms Divine Benesha, 

aged 16, has stepped onto the world stage in the Academic 

Championships of World Scholars Cup.

Representing her school, Casuarina Senior College, she and a 

team of other teens qualified in the National Regional Rounds 

which booked them a spot in the global rounds in Athens, 

Greece, which she set off to conquer in July 2017.

This prestigious academic competition brings together over 

20,000 students internationally in over 50 countries every year 

to explore a unique, untraditional learning opportunity with the 

focus of celebrating academically motivated students.

Challenged with questions on science, literature, debating, 

mythology, technology, political issues, societal issues, 

leadership, etc, Divine would favour her strength in debating 

and public speaking. With minimal time to quickly research on 

theme or topic, then begin to debate straight after, pressure was 

on. Weeks in advance Divine would prepare herself with lots of 

studying, reading poems, novels, articles; but finds that studying 

one subject at a time works for her, rather than studying bits 

here and there.

Being the flag bearer for Australia at the global rounds would 

be a memorable highlight for Divine, as well as the whole 

experience of being in Athens, meeting other students from 

around the world, meeting the different cultures that were 

present, and being able to see and experience the city of Athens.

DARWIN

FARLEIGH

REVELATION OF HOPE
September was a monumental month for Farleigh Church for 

evangelism. Following months of praying, preparation and 

advertising, the Revelation of Hope seminars commenced on 

September 9 and ran each Sabbath. The first two meetings 

were taken out into the community at the Australian South Sea 

Islander Meeting Hut and were received well. Prior to meetings 

starting, a season of prayer was held by the members. Led by 

Pastor Ragoso Tagaloa and one of Farleigh’s elders, brother 

Jose Carbajosa, both delivered powerful presentations to 

those in attendance. At each meeting those in attendance were 

favoured and blessed with musical items from the captivating 

Tagaloa siblings and also a wonderful Fijian group. It is planned 

to continue the series on topics in more depth in the coming 

months.

COOKTOWN



AALICE
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AITKENVALE

YOUTH OUTREACH

NORTHERN BEACHES

FELLOWSHIP BBQ
On Sunday October 8, the Cairns Northern Beaches SDA group 

had a fellowship BBQ at Goomboora Park in Cairns. Bringing 

their dogs along was a bonus as the park boasts creeks, a 

playground and extensive dog-off-leash areas. It was a relaxing 

Sunday afternoon with the church having the chance to really 

connect and get to know one-another better and rejoice in 

God’s creation. A big thankyou to the Cairns Church op-shop 

who donated the bread for the BBQ. Thank you also to all those 

who attended. God loves it when we love one another!

TOWNSVILLE CITY

FLY-N-BUILD
A team of church volunteers from the Townsville, Mackay and 

Mt Isa churches, assisted by local builders, recently completed a 

new church building at Naweni on the island of Vanua Levu, Fiji. 

The 13m x 6m timber structure can comfortably accommodate 

the approximately 20 current members, with plenty of room 

for membership growth. The new church commands a striking 

position overlooking the main highway, which quickly attracted 

the attention of all in the district. In addition to the building 

program, a Kids’ Club was conducted over four afternoons. 

Expected turn-out for the Kids’ Club was around 80 children, 

but attendance exceeded 160 children on most days. The 

latest reports from Naweni indicates that numbers are already 

swelling, with a number of local Methodists in attendance.

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

QUEENSLAND SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Riverside Adventist Christian School attended a Queensland 

Symphony Orchestra performance of Peter and the Wolf on 

Wednesday, October 4. Students were able to experience the 

story of how Peter saved the Wolf from the townspeople by 

suggesting they send him to the zoo. The story was told through 

music; each character was played by a different instrument and 

they had their own theme which was altered to match what was 

happening in the story. It was a great experience for the students 

and a wonderful day out for Riverside.

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE

YOUTH PARLIAMENT DAY
On September 14, our Year Six class of Cairns Adventist College 

went to the Pacific Hotel for the Cairns Youth Parliament day. 

When we arrived we all went into the hotel and sat down into our 

places. Kate Philipson welcomed us and explained the rules and 

regulations before welcoming Peter Wellington, the Speaker for 

Queensland state parliament. He sat down and invited the first 

person to say their speech. If we agreed with someone’s speech, 

we said ‘hear, hear!’ The first session’s speeches were about junk 

food ads and then it was recess where we got to have orange 

juice, ice cream, fruit, cheese sticks and cheese and crackers.  

The second session topic was the Commonwealth Games 

and finally the adjournment debates. During the adjournment 

debates, we could talk about whatever subject we thought was 

an issue in Cairns. Afterwards, we received certificates and had 

photos with Peter Wellington. We also were given little gift bags 

containing a few special things.

 By Keira-Lee Knott and Jennifer Bond

My experience at the Cairns Youth Parliament, held at the Pacific 

Hotel, was a memorable one. It gave me the feeling of actually 

being a part of the government. After the whole experience was 

over, I better understood the way that parliament operates. 

Seeing all the other students get up and read their speeches was 

really empowering and it was great to see how strongly they felt 

about the issues that were discussed. I had a lot of fun during 

the recess interval, talking to other students about what they 

thought about the whole day. I could see everyone, including 

me, was nervous to speak but we all did really well and had fun! 

It was interesting, exhilarating and very educational in the best 

kind of way! 

 Article by Aimee Walsh.

WELLNESS IN THE SHOPPING 
CENTER

On September 17 and October 1, a group of Aitkenvale Adventist 

Church members participated in community health awareness 

outreach through the W.E.L.L.N.E.S.S. Expo and Education 

Programs at Fairfield Central Shopping Mall, Idalia. The primary 

purpose of this program was to create a community awareness 

that rapidly increasing fatal chronic diseases can be prevented, 

arrested, and reversed. Volunteer members distributed healthy 

cooking recipe books on plant based diets, promoted the 

programs such as ‘CHIP’ and ‘Forgive to Live’ and other health 

correspondence courses. The team informed the public that 

the Adventist Church contributes to the health and wellbeing of 

the society. More than a hundred people learned that a healthy 

lifestyle is within their reach and they can help themselves to 

add quality years to their life!

Conference News

Sunday August 27 saw numbers of Townsville Aitkenvale 

Youths seizing an opportunity to serve Jesus by helping out 

at the Wee Care Residential Community. This a non-profit 

organisation that provides services to support children who 

have experienced neglect, emotional, physical or sexual abuse  

and require care through fostering programs. With guidance 

from an Aitkenvale Church member who works at the Wee Care 

Residential Community, the youth were able to assist with fixing 

and painting the fence, touch-up painting for certain areas, 

and laying a garden bed. By assisting with these simple things, 

children are able to play in a safe and friendly environment.

AITKENVALE




