
www.na.adventist.org.au

EIGHT BAPTISMS
PAGE 11

AYR COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
PAGE 6

Top News
NEWS FROM THE TOP END OF  
THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST  
CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA

MARCH 2018



2      Feb 2018 Top News    |    na.adventist.org.au      3

Contents & Calendar

I was talking with a friend the other night when a person’s 
name came up in the conversation. Before my Christian 
virtues and better judgment kicked in, I had made several 
uncomplimentary remarks about the individual in 
question.

Why did I do that? Why do I do that?

I know it is not right. I am constantly coming across 
passages in my devotional time that challenge the way I 
think, speak and act. My mother always used to tell me, 
“If you can’t say anything nice about a person, don’t say 
anything at all.” But it’s so easy to say negative things; they 
roll off the tongue with so little effort…

When I got home and climbed into bed, I reached for 

Steps to Christ and read the final chapter on Rejoicing in 
the Lord. Convicted I had been out of line, I confessed my 
sin and went to sleep. The following morning I was on my 
walk and just talking with God when the thought occurred 
to me: 

If the almighty God of the universe, who created all things 
and sustains all things, can take the time to listen to my 
prayers, me – a sinful, pathetic, struggling, individual 
– among billions of inhabitants of a planet that is but a 
speck in a distant corner of a vast universe, and that He 
has a love for me so intense that He sent His Son to die for 
my sins, if I mean that much to God when I don’t deserve 
it, then WHAT right do I have to be critical or negative of 
any other individual?

Wow! I should never, ever, open my mouth to say anything 
bad about anyone, given my record before God. After 
all, he who has been forgiven much loves much (Luke 
7:47). I realised my constant challenge is keeping a clear 
perspective on my sense of unworthiness, so I am not 
tempted to cast judgment on others!

If we keep uppermost in our minds 
the unkind and unjust acts of others 

we shall find it impossible to love 
them as Christ loved us

Steps to Christ, pg.121

During that day I reread the chapter from the night before, 
and one paragraph jumped out at me. I had missed it the 
last time but now it made sense:

If we keep uppermost in our minds the unkind and unjust 
acts of others we shall find it impossible to love them 
as Christ loved us; but if our thoughts dwell upon the 
wondrous love and pity of Christ for us, the same spirit 
will flow out to others. We should love and respect one 
another, notwithstanding the faults and imperfections that 
we cannot help seeing. Humility and self-distrust should 
be cultivated, and a patient tenderness with the faults of 
others. This will kill out all narrowing selfishness and make 
us large-hearted and generous. (Steps to Christ, pg.121)

Perhaps this is not an area you struggle in like me. But it is 
a good reminder for all of us that negative and critical talk 
comes from a heart that hasn’t grasped or understood 
how much God has done for them and how much He 
loves them. 

My desire is that we all experience that incredible love 
God feels for each of us and that it:
- transforms relationships in our families 
- brings unity and harmony in our churches
- provides us with a passion to be driven by   
 mission in our communities
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27-29 APRIL
WOMENS RETREAT MACKAY
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YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH CAMP
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RIVERSIDE 50TH ANNIVERSARY

MR GRUMBLE

Darren Slade
President
Northern Australian Conference

SAVE THE DATE

NAC CONFERENCE TRIP TO NEPAL- 23 SEPTEMBER  TO 7 OCTOBER 2018 - MORE INFORMATION TO COME!

DON’T KNOW WHAT A CONNECTIONS TRIP IS? JUST GOOGLE ADRA AUSTRALIA CONNECTIONS TRIP

BIG CAMP - 29 JUNE TO 7 JUNE 2018 THEME: ALL ABOUT JESUS

APPLICATIONS OPEN 19 MARCH. SEE NA.ADVENTIST.ORG.AU FOR MORE DETAILS



 

R
IV

ER
SI

DE A
DVENTIST CHRISTIAN SC

H
O

O
L

1968 - 2018

ANNIVERSARY

Riverside Adventist Christian School in Townsville 
is celebrating 50 years of God’s blessings. We 
invite all past and present admin, staff and 
students to share a Sabbath of celebration, 
reflection and praise at Riverside. See our 
Facebook page to register your intentions and 
upload stories or photos.

RIVERSIDE
ADVENTIST
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Nurture for Today Learning for Tomorrow Character for Eternity

Friday - Vespers 6.00pm
Saturday - Prayer Walk 7.00am

Main Service 10:00am
Guest Speaker: Dr John Hammond

Thanksgiving Service & Dedication 2.30pm

FROM LITTLE SCHOOLS...BIG THINGS GROW!
= =

info@riversideadventist.qld.edu.au

MAY 5
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LE Corner: What is a Literature Evangelist? Education

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

WE’RE GONNA SING, SING, SING

A Literature Evangelist is a self-supporting missionary 
with one main objective; to finish the work God has 
called him to do. He has many fears; that he may be late 
for an appointment, or that he may miss a prospect, or 
be misunderstood, or not do his best, or that he may 
displease a customer, a colleague or his Maker.

A Literature Evangelist is bold, forward and aggressive, 
yet kind, courteous and compassionate. He greets more 
people than a politician, preaches more sermons than 
ten Evangelists, and yet stays in the background like an 
unknown soldier. He has converts that never knew him, 
friends that never saw him and customers that never 
learnt his name. He does the job that man can’t do, wins 
the people that can’t be seen, and sells to people that 
never buy. He loves the unlovely, prays for the unholy 
and teaches those who are more learned than himself. He 
brings courage to the downcast, hope to the outcast and 
joy to the off cast. He carries a burden on his heart, a smile 
on his face and peace in his mind.

An ideal Literature Evangelist is immune to 
discouragement, slothfulness and laziness. He is a 
member of a life craft in the storm twisted billows of a 
mighty ocean. He urges men to abandon ship and accept 

the safety of God’s lifeboat. He is a fireman compelling 
men to use the fire escape, he is a watchman on the walls 
of Zion giving the proper cry of warning. He is the arm of 
God outstretching to our exploding world. A Literature 
Evangelist is a child of God on his knees with a book in his 
hand and a prospect on his heart.

May God send Us More. There Is No Spot On Earth Where 
He Is Not Needed.

By B R Vaughn

If you feel the calling or you would simply would like 
more information, please contact Willa Brough on 
willabrough@yahoo.com.au.

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE

OUR ENVIRONMENT
Students in the Year 2 class have been learning all about 
animals, body parts and their functions, plants, plant 
parts and their functions and habitats. On Monday 12th 
February our class went on an excursion to explore three 
different habitats in the Cairns area. First we went to the 
mangrove boardwalk on Airport Drive, then we went to 
Holloways Beach and finally we went to the rainforest 
boardwalk at the Botanical Gardens. Students were able 
to observe both animals and plants in each of these 
habitats and their features. 

On Grandparents/Parents Day we were able to make 
grassy heads so that we could watch plants grow from 
seeds in our own classroom. Students are enjoying 
themselves and learning lots about our environment.

We have also said goodbye to Grace and Sam Matteo 
as the family moves to Tasmania where their father, Pr. 
Daniel Matteo, will be the Youth director of the Tasmanian 
Conference. We wish the Matteo family all the best.

Principal, Adam Coe

In 2018, our students have been blessed with the arrival of 
the Poots family. Mrs Estelle Poots has become Riverside’s 
choir and music/singing teacher.  

Whilst you would imagine lots of straight lines and 
formal practicing, the reality is much more engaging 
and creative! Estelle is a talented and experienced voice 
trainer and so our students are being trained in utilising 
their diaphragms to breathe and sing.  

The sounds coming from the classrooms, like Mr Stuckings’ 
room in this photo, are nothing short of unmissable 
as these students strengthen their vocal muscles and 
breathe from somewhere deep in their torsos.  Music was 
never so much fun!  

We look forward to hearing the choir’s first public 
performance early in Term 2.  

Principal, Ian Humphries
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NEDLEY DEPRESSION AND 
ANXIETY RECOVERY PROGRAM

AYR COMMUNITY KITCHEN

It seems that as time goes by, we become less and less 
connected to others in our community. On the 10th of 
February, Ayr Church held the opening night for their new 
ADRA project which is designed to provide opportunities 
for community members to connect, build trust, 
encourage each other and enjoy good food. The ADRA 
Community Kitchen was run by 11 volunteers who served 
3 different kinds of delicious soup that church members 
had made, and who spent the night getting to know the 
people who came along. The Community Kitchen will 
be held once a month on Saturday night, and the team 
are excited to watch it grow as the word gets out. Search 
for “ADRA Ayr Community Kitchen” on Facebook to see 
photos and to read more.

On 16-19th of February 2018, we had the opportunity 
to attend the annual AUC youth event “Converge.” NAC 
Youth from Alice Springs, Innisfail, Darwin and Aitkenvale 
Churches made their way to Stuarts Point, NSW. Not even 
the 50+ hour return car trip could dampen our excitement 
to deepen our walk with Jesus, meet fellow like-minded 
people...and the high probability that we would meet the 
future Mrs Burke and Mrs Jones. Upon arriving, we were 
welcomed with a relaxed atmosphere, many new smiling 
faces and the excitement of an epic weekend to come. 

We found the message from Pastors Terrance Taylor and 
Elena Van Rensburge extremely relevant, motivational, 
and practical for our Christian journey.

The theme, “Power of Proximity” gave us the push to step 
outside our comfort zones and connect with people while 
getting to know their story. The whole weekend was spent 
together sharing experiences, food, laughter, activities, 
common challenges, and our mutual love for Jesus. 

Our walk with Jesus received new life and purpose to 
focus on sharing Jesus’ love with others. It is our prayer 
that Converge might not just be a once a year experience, 
but a day-to-day message to embody with our families, 
friends and communities. 

Even though it was only a weekend, the new friendships 
and memories we made will remain with us forever.  A big 
thankyou to all those who made it possible. We hope that 
you can join us on 8-11 February 2019, as youth across 
Australia converge for Jesus. See you there!
Written by Nathan Burke and Steve Jones, Aitkenvale 
Church

YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Australia Day was an especially exciting day for Mackay 
church because they held their first ADRA Community 
Dinner as a part of their “Mealtime on Milton” ADRA 
project. Healthy burgers were on the menu and well over 
30 people from the community came and shared a meal 
together, listened to live music and met new people. The 
dinners are held every second Monday during the school 
term and the project has been going from strength to 
strength. The latest dinner held on the 26th of February 
saw 47 people come and spend some quality time with 
23 church members who volunteered their time to serve 
the food and connect with new people. Most of the diners 
were locals from the immediate area around the Mackay 
Central Church and ADRA Op Shop and even some 
policemen dropped in to say hi!

Volunteers from the local SDA churches in the Mackay 
region have teams who run the dinner on a rotation, and 
a short health presentation is presented each time before 
dinner starts. Pastor Ragoso Tagaloa said that “this ADRA 
project will be a hub where we can reach out and invite

MEALTIME ON MILTON

Conference News

In Australia, 1 in 4 people are struggling, or have struggled 
with depression. The figures seem to be the same in our 
churches too. It is because of this huge need that ADRA 
provided the opportunity for Pr David Haupt  to come 
and run a training of trainers for the Nedley Depression 
and Anxiety Recovery Program (NDARP) on the 16th-18th 
of February in Townsville. David is the National Director 
for NDARP. His presentations not only equipped the 23 
participants to facilitate the NDARP program in their 
local churches, but also encouraged the group in their 
individual walk with God. Why not find out who in your 
church has been trained to run NDARP and offer to help 
them run a program this year! For more information go to 
www.nedleyhealthsolutions.com

INGHAM CHURCH VISIT
Ingham congregation had a special ADRA service on the 
10th of February. Time was shared discussing how Ingham 
church members can take some steps towards reaching 
their community through ADRA projects or an event. The 
focus of the day was on sharing the good news of Jesus 
soon return through connecting with people and lov-
ing them with no strings attached. Keep Ingham in your 
prayers as they start planning how they can seek to serve 
in the coming months! Pastors Peter Roennfeldt and Jeff Parker challenged 

Youth and Church Leaders to think about church and our 
mission through the practice of Jesus, His disciples and 
apostles. The training looked at the biblical structures 
and methods of evangelism, church planting and disciple 
making practices. This was the largest leadership event 
held in recent years, Praise God! Leaders were not 
only resourced with a practical theology, but they also 
received copies of Following Jesus and Following the 
Spirit, authored by Peter Roennfeldt. These books focus 
on disciple making, church planting and movement 
building. Jesus calls us to be incarnational and invites us 
to; 1) Come and See Him, 2) Follow Him, 3) Fish with Him, 
4) Love our enemies with Him and 5) Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Please continue to pray for the NAC Youth who are 
committed to the cause of Jesus Christ.

community members to lifestyle programs such as 
depression support, cooking demonstrations, “Forgive 

to Live” and many more”. Naidine Wadd, a member of the 
management committee, is excited to see so many 
church members coming along to support the initiative 
and make a genuine effort to connect with members 
of the community. This is what it is all about- being the 
hands and feet of Jesus.
Search for “Mealtime on Milton” to see more photos and 
to keep up to date.

CONVERGE 2018
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Structure Review Process - Key Findings

ACACIA HEALTH RETREAT
On the 4th of March, the Acacia Health Retreat, nearby 
Townsville, held its first open day with 20 attendees. The 
Acacia Health Retreat promotes healthy living primarily 
through a live-in 7 day health program. The attendees of 
the open day were treated to juices, a cooking class with 
various spreads and fruit ice cream, which was highly ap-
preciated by all.  The Acacia Health Retreat is open and 
you can now apply online to attend a 7-day program. We 
use natural remedies, evidence-based education and 
homegrown food to assist people on their journey to 
a healthier lifestyle. Visit: www.acaciahealthretreat.
com.au

NEW FROM PETER 
ROENNFELDT

The Book of Acts tells a story that is familiar to us—mak-
ing disciples amid difficult social, cultural and politi-
cal environments. Acts also tells stories that are new to 
some—creative forms of church and leadership, adapting 
to circumstances and seeing the church growing in dra-
matic ways. After almost 2000 years of Christian history, 
we can’t start again, but we are called to write the next 
chapter in our story of following Jesus and making disci-
ples. Available now at the Adventist Book Centre, 07 
4728 7097 or go to www.adventistbooks.com.au

The Australian Union Conference (AUC) is undertaking a 
consultative and comprehensive multi-stage process of 
reviewing the current structure and day-to-day operations 
of the church, including congregations, local conferences, 
school and aged care entities across Australia.  The central 
focus is on how we can be more efficient and effective in 
our “mission”.  Having consulted widely in the first stage 
of the process with stakeholders across the church (70 
workshops nationally plus a Facebook page), the central 
ideas of the report are outlined below.  

KEY FINDINGS:
The initial report, representing the key findings from the 
consultation, has “recommended” that we consider: (a) a 
single education entity; and (b) a single aged care system 
in Australia.  This will yield a raft of benefits to each of 
these two organisations, creating greater effectiveness 
and efficiency in each of them.  It has also suggested that 
we more formally pilot the idea of working in ‘districts’ 
in a few areas across the country.  Under this approach, 
churches, schools, aged care and ADRA would more 
cohesively integrate together for mission.  In addition, the 
report noted that the church is ‘over governed and over 
managed’ and suggested that there is a need to ensure 
that a greater portion of our employees work ‘in the 
field’, on the front line.  Finally, it identified a number of 
operational imperatives to focus on, as outlined below.  

1. RENEWED SPIRITUALITY: “Let’s invite the Holy 
Spirit to enliven and lead us”
As a church, we need to pray as we have never prayed 
before; know and understand our Bibles to a far greater 
extent; and personally and collectively grow in our 
spiritual lives.  This, above all, was the most important 
factor that was identified to improve the life and mission 
of the church. [We invite you, individually and collectively, 
to earnestly pray and seek a much greater outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit across the country]

2. UNITY & INTEGRATION: “Let’s unite, integrate and 
operate as one”
In addition to the need for spiritual unity, operational 
unity and integration is very important.  As a church 
system, we often operate in silos and “reinvent the wheel” 
at different levels of our organisation.  This takes a very 
heavy personal toll on individuals and is ineffective and 
inefficient.  We must therefore operate in a much more 
“combined and integrated” way in all dimensions of our 
work and across all the entities.  Greater teamwork in 
many areas will help us be more effective in mission and 
fully realise the tremendous opportunities. For example, 

in some places, greater integration between our 
schools and churches will help us make the most of the 
tremendous opportunity for mission that we have in our 
schools.  [We invite you to consider your activities and ask 
if there is more efficient and effective ways of conducting 
them, and/or if working in a more collaborative way could 
enhance our vision of making disciples.]

3. LOCAL CHURCH: “Let’s ‘fully focus’ on our vision 
and mission at the local church / on the front line”
The vision of the Australian Church is to “create a 
thriving, disciple making movement”.  Members and 
leaders resonated with this vision and were excited by 
its potential!  We have a real opportunity to fully focus 
on our vision and mission and make disciple making a 
reality across our churches.  Many felt we could do this 
in conjunction with, and by enhancing our use of: (a) “life 
groups”—where people gather for special interests; (b) 
“centres of influence”—which are dedicated places where 
we can engage with community members; (c) ADRA; and 
(d) through relationship focused evangelism.   At the same 
time we need to ensure that our local churches are places 
that are healthy, vibrant, relevant and truly ‘community 
friendly’.  They must be inviting to visitors and new 
members with the ability to not only retain new members, 
but empower them to become disciple makers too.  By 
doing this, we will achieve our vision and mission.  

Finally, the vision for our front-line work is to make every 
church, ADRA centre, school and aged care facility a 
“mission hub”.   [We invite you to consider your local church 
or entity, and ask what actions you may take to enhance 
its ability to attract, retain and empower members for 
mission.  We invite you to consider your local church, 
ADRA centre, school or aged care facility, and consider 
how to implement the disciple making vision and enable 
it to be a “mission hub” in its local community.]

4. FRONT LINE RESOURCES / LAY MEMBERS: “Let’s 
release the vision to our lay members, and bring 
resources to the front line”
Whilst we have a ‘multi-tiered’ organisation, the ‘local 
church’ must, without question, be the central focus of 
our work.  A stronger emphasis and more resources must 
be brought to the front line than ever before.  Moreover, 
a much greater focus on communicating with, engaging, 
equipping and resourcing members is needed (especially 
youth & young adults).  In particular, capable members 
should be provided with the opportunity to directly 
engage in “Ministry activities” including “church growth 
/planting” activities. This opens up a world of potential 

opportunities for members, and would enable ministers 
to refocus their role on being not just the spiritual leader 
but also the ‘trainer and coach’ and spend more time 
expanding into new territories and establishing new 
congregations. [If you are a local church member, we 
invite you to consider whether God may be calling you to 
a more active role in serving your church and community.]

5. EXCELLENCE: “Let’s be excellent at everything”
This section is very wide-ranging and identifies areas that 
may be enhanced in the various entities of the church.  
It addresses things like: accountability, communication, 
leadership development, strategic planning, technology, 
functional roles and governance (see the full report for 
more details). Generally, a key point is that as a church 
we do a ‘lot of things’ with ‘average quality’.  Instead, we 
should consider attempting ‘fewer things’ that have a 
higher degree of ‘quality and depth’ to them.
  
In terms of the local church, the key focus is to streamline 
activities so that enough resource is available to undertake 

missional activities.  At a national level, a greater voice in 
social issues, marketing, social media and advertising 
was recommended across the nation.

CONCLUSION:
Overall, the structure review process has yielded 
some very exciting initiatives.  Implementing them will 
represent significant change in the culture and operations 
of our church.  We call the church to action, and seek the 
assistance of all employees and members as we advance 
the cause of the gospel and Adventist message across 
Australia.

Notes:
* The full report may be found at: https://corporate.
adventist.org.au/australian-church-structure-review/
* You may follow the progress of the by searching for 
“Structure Review — Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Australia”
* You may request an e-mail update of the process by 
sending an e-mail to: StructureReview@adventist.org.au



TOWNSVILLE ADVENTURERS

The NAC Office has been inundated with well wishes for 
the Matteo family for this edition of Top News. Pr Daniel, 
Katy, Grace and Sam you will be surely missed.

On behalf of the Edmonton, Mossman and Northern 
Beaches Churches as well as the Cairns Adventist School, 
all the best and well wishes to the Matteo family as Pr 
Daniel Matteo takes up his new position as Youth Director 
in the Tasmanian Conference.

10      Feb 2018 Top News    |    na.adventist.org.au      11

DARWIN

PATHFINDER INDUCTION DAY

MACKAY

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
TOWNSVILLE CITY 

SABBATH SCHOOL PAINTING

ABC LATEST RELEASE

HERITAGE DVD
Enjoy over 3 hours of glorious Gospel Music with this new DVD from Heritage Singers.
Experience this unprecedented and unforgettable evening of music, praise and 
celebration! Relive awe-inspiring performances with over 130 Heritage Singers on 
stage! Includes a bonus section featuring a tribute to Max & Lucy Mace as well as 
background scenes from the making of the concert DVD. Available now at the 
Adventist Book Centre, 07 4728 7097 or go to www.adventistbooks.com.au

BEHANNA CREEK

EIGHT BAPTISMS!

The 10th February saw more than a hundred plus people 
from Adventist churches from the Tablelands to Tully right 
through to Mossman congregate together for a baptismal 
event held at Behana Creek on Sabbath afternoon. The 
weather forecast predicted heavy rain throughout the 
weekend, but as the church people prayed, God worked 
a miracle by providing a dry spell of weather. The eight 
candidates were: Cullum Tucker, Steve Bonetti, Elisabeth 
Suchanek, Margjorie Lowe, Matthew Van Duyn, Lucas 
Ngarupe, Tewala Ngarupe, Lalotoga Sione. A call was 
made by Pr James and two more young people answered 
that call for further Bible studies and future baptism.

EDMONTON

DEDICATION

EDMONTON, MOSSMAN, NORTHERN BEACHES

FAREWELL MATTEO FAMILY

Church News

The 24th-25th February saw leaders from all five of 
churches in the Mackay and Proserpine region’s gather 
together for one purpose:  to be ‘Driven by Mission’.  Pr 
Darren and Suzanne Slade shared global and local 
mission stories and provided practical ways to include 
mission in each area of ministry within our local churches.  
Pr Gration Perera continued and expanded the theme on 

Sunday and included information on the Discipleship 
Loop and how we can reach out to reclaim missing 
members.

The participants entered into group discussions and 
found themselves being convicted of ways they can reach 
out to pre-Christians and Christians alike.  The importance 
of caring for church members inwardly as well as sharing 
mission outwardly became very clear.  Everyone felt the 
desire of God and the Holy Spirit moving in them to put 
words into action.

The participants were blessed to have some wonderful 
vegan food prepared for them to enjoy allowing time 
for discussion to continue. God is certainly working in 
wonderful ways throughout the Mackay region.

AITKENVALE

AJ’S FACING THE SONG

Aitkenvale Junior Sabbath School class has gone on a 
journey over the last 8 months as they have got to know 
Jesus better by completing the junior baptismal studies 
created by Troy Fitzgerald called, “Facing the Son”. The 
children have met regularly on a Friday evening to open 
Sabbath together, share a meal and then learn more 
about who their Saviour is. All the children have indicated 
a commitment to be baptised sometime in the future 
and Aitkenvale members look forward to continuing with 
them on their journey with Jesus.

Darwin held their Pathfinder induction day on Sabbath, 
17th February. It was a full church and we were honoured 
to have the District Director Peter Campbell present as 

well as the local pastor, Sigila Palesoó. On that day three 
new pathfinders joined the club and more are coming as 
parents continue to be impressed. 

This club started in June 2017 and the department is 
looking forward to having its first Investiture by the end 
of this year as well as to attend the AUC Camporee in 
January 2019 (fundraising plans are already in place). 

Darwin Church want to thank our Pathfinder leadership 
team, counsellors and our advisors as they are working 
together to achieve set goals and educate the children 
spiritually.

The Junior/Teen class got together on a  Sunday to paint 
their Sabbath School room seats.  While the paint was 
drying the class members made their own pizzas for lunch 
before completing the second coat. They chose the colour 
by voting from a paint colour chart and a very bright blue 
was the winner.  The day was such a success that the 
teachers are looking for more ideas to get the children 
together on a Sunday for fellowship and activities.

BLAST OFF FOR 2018

Townsville Adventurers blasted off on a Mission of God’s 
Love with a registration day full of fun on Sunday, 17th 
February. Combining families from all three Townsville 
churches, 25 children attended on the day, with over 30 
being registered to start classes in March. The 4-6 year 
olds scored a day in the air conditioning doing the Jesus 
Star award, while the 7-9 year olds headed outside for an 
energetic afternoon of Fitness Fun. Thumbs up and smiles 
all round!

The Sabbath of 24th February was a very special day for 
Edmonton Church. Not only did Pr. Daniel Matteo have 
his final service at Edmonton before taking up his new 
appointment in Tasmania, but during the service Pr. 
Johnny Murison and his wife Erica had their two youngest 
children, Shiloh and Jarramali, dedicated. The Church  
was blessed with a number of visitors from other SDA 
churches for these special events. 
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