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Imagine not being in a position to afford to come to Big 
Camp and missing the blessing of a spiritual feast, praise 
and prayer, engaging workshops, plenty of activities for 
the kids and the wonderful social occasion of being with 
friends and acquaintances. As the Camp Application 
forms come out and you count the cost and then look into 
your piggy bank, it may be that you conclude in dismay, “I 
can’t afford to go to Big Camp.”

While it is true that the costs quickly add up for a family, 
let’s break them down a little to see whether there is 
value in what you are paying for! I’ve just grabbed a Camp 
Application form and selected a Conference tent and 
furniture for a family of four. Plus I’ve added in a purchased 
meal for both Sabbath lunches. The total comes to $479 
(with your furniture deposit returned).

But that’s not all. Add in a week’s worth of activities for 
both children and you have another $200. And you need 
food for the week - several hundred dollars more if the 
limited facilities make it hard to economise. Plus you 
have fuel to get to Camp and back in the first place and 
the grand total of the experience can quickly head close 
to $1,500.

Now if I had to come up with that sort of money in a hurry 
I would be in trouble. But if I planned for Camp all year, 
what would it cost my family of four? A total cost of $1500 
(which doesn’t really exercise any frugality in terms of 
food, accommodation or activities ie. bringing my own 
tent and airbed and eating simply) breaks down to a 
weekly cost of $28.85. Now for a family on a tight budget, 
$30 a week can still be difficult to set aside. 

The spiritual dimension offers 
eternal benefits, which are 

priceless. So perhaps I should 
change my exclamation to 

“I can’t afford NOT to go  
to Big Camp.”

But are you getting value for money by attending Big 
Camp? Well, working from our $1,500 figure, it would 
amount to just under $47 per person per day. And this is 
what you get included for your investment:

• Travel to and from home

• Accommodation (granted it’s not 5 star but look at the 
other benefits!)

• Meals

• Daily activities

• A full program schedule tailored to each age group

• International and national speakers

• Diverse range of high quality workshops

• Lots of social interaction with friends

• Wonderful spiritual experiences and inspiring meetings

• An opportunity to encounter God in a fresh way

Now that seems like excellent value for money, and the 
spiritual dimension offers eternal benefits, which are 
priceless. So perhaps I should change my exclamation to 
“I can’t afford NOT to go to Big Camp.” Let me leave you 
pondering Mrs White’s sentiments on this subject:

“Let all who possibly can, attend these yearly gatherings. 
All should feel that God requires this of them. If they 
do not avail themselves of the privileges which He has 
provided for them to become strong in Him and in the 
power of His grace, they will grow weaker and weaker, 
and have less and less desire to consecrate all to Him. 
Come, brethren and sisters, to these sacred convocation 
meetings, to find Jesus. He will come up to the feast; He 
will be present, and will do for you that which you need 
most to have done. Your farms should not be considered 
of greater value than the higher interests of the soul. 
All the treasures you possess, be they ever so valuable, 
would not be rich enough to buy you peace and hope, 
which would be infinite gain at the cost of all you have 
and the toils and sufferings of a lifetime. A strong, clear 
sense of eternal things, and a heart willing to yield all to 
Christ, are blessings of more value than all the riches and 
pleasures and glories of this world.” – 2T 600.2

 See you at Big Camp :)
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IN THE MASTER’S STEPS
In The Master’s Steps is written to share some of the 
beliefs Jesus taught as He walked through Galilee. Many 
of these teachings have been lost sight of, for in today’s 

society, a person can 
believe almost anything 
and still claim to be  
a Christian. Would people 
be surprised to hear 
that you profess to be a 
follower of Christ? Do you 
really know what Jesus 
taught? Are you sure?

We are admonished in the 
Scripture to “walk even as 
He walked.” To do so, you 
must be willing to follow 

in His footsteps. By His example, you can know that 
“this is the way, walk ye in it.”  

Available now at the Adventist Book Centre.  
Phone 07 4728 7097 or go to adventistbooks.com.au



Riverside Adventist Christian School  
(formally Townsville and District SDA School)

is celebrating 50 years 
 

With guest speaker 

Dr John Hammond 
(former Education Director and National 
Director of Adventist Schools Australia)

Program begins 

Friday night 6pm May 4 

resumes

Sabbath 9:30am May 5 

continuing throughout the day, 
concluding with closing Sabbath.

Feel free to bring a picnic lunch  
to enjoy on the grounds.

We would love to welcome all 
current and former staff, students 
and supporting families to attend 

this special event. If you are unable 
to attend please feel free to email 
Riverside with any messages or 

photos for the day.
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Dear Friend of Riverside Adventist Christian School 
(formerly Townsville and District SDA School),

We are commemorating the establishment of God’s school here in Townsville and celebrating 
50 years of His blessings next to the river here in Leopold Street, Aitkenvale.  We look forward 
to spending time praising God, remembering the times, restoring past friendships and looking 
forward to the Riverside of the future.  Please register your intentions on our Facebook page, 
where you can also link photos, share memories and learn more about the event.  

On behalf of the whole school community we would like to invite you to join us in a few weeks’ 
time to rekindle friendships and reflect on the past.  The weekend program begins with worship 
on Friday afternoon at 6:00pm, May 4, 2018.  The Sabbath programs continue through the 
day on May 5 and a short closing Sabbath worship time will conclude the official program.  

It is anticipated that many former staff, administrators and students will be in attendance 
and our special guest speaker will be a former Education Director and National Director of 
Adventist Schools Australia, Dr John Hammond.  

If you are unable to travel to Townsville, feel free to email the Riverside office with messages 
that you would like delivered to a former friend, colleague or student who may be attending 
the 50th Anniversary weekend at Riverside Adventist Christian School.  

Please pass this invitation on to any former students, colleagues or staff that you may be 
acquainted with.  There is a limit to how many addresses and email addresses we have been 
able to identify.  We look forward to hopefully seeing you all over the long weekend in May.  

Christian Regards,

Mr Ian Humphries
PRINCIPAL
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Education Education

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

QUEEN’S BATON RUN FOR 
CHILD OF THE KING!
Many of our Riverside school community turned out in 
uniform on a weekend recently to cheer on Riverside Year 
5 student, Lachlan Pugh.  On Sunday, March 18, Lachlan 
ran in the Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton Relay 
through Townsville.  Lachlan, the youngest of Townsville’s 
QBR runners, has played a key supportive role in his family 
since a terrible car accident left his Mum, Renee Napier 
(a former Riverside student herself), a quadriplegic.   

Many prayers have been prayed for this precious family 
and it is great to see Lachlan and his brother and sisters 
growing and developing, in wisdom and in faith.  Lachlan’s 
family were interviewed by the Townsville Bulletin and 
Renee spoke proudly of the role Riverside staff had 
played in her family’s journey, from her childhood to 
now motherhood.  It was a special event for all who 
attended and Lachie was treated like a king for a day  
- a day he will never forget!

CAIRNS ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

CARLISLE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

QUEEN’S BATON RUN FOR CHILD OF THE KING!
Carlisle Adventist Christian College (CACC) in Mackay 
has been wanting to plant a church on campus for a 
number of years because of the growing number of non-
SDA students in attendance. Much planning and thought 
has gone into the church plant specifically for primary 
aged children and their families and friends, called 
CONNECT@CARLISLE; the focus being on connecting  
the community with each other, the staff and Jesus.  The 
newly appointed chaplain, Craig Young and Pastor Ragoso  
have been working with the principal and teachers to 
make it a reality. 

An encouraging number of about 120 children and 
parents attended the launch on Sabbath afternoon 
on March 24 from 3.30 - 5.30pm. While the students 
engaged in fun activities run by the committed primary 
staff and their helpers, the parents were engaged in a 
Positive Parenting seminar run by Pastor Cheonneth 
Strickland, the Greater Sydney Conference Director of 
Children, Family and Youth, who was at the school for the 
WOSE (Week of Spiritual Emphasis). 

 
This years swimming carnival was a great success with the 
weather holding off. We were so thankful to see parents 
come and enjoy the day. Several of our parents worked 
hard to put on a special tuckshop including Dugong 
and Turtle shaped biscuits in sports house colours.   
The Year 5/6 class sold snow cones which were very 
popular and they raised money for their school camp. It 
was great to see the students enthusiastically involved 
and see such high levels of participation in competition.

YARRABAH EXCURSION
Year 4 have been learning about Indigenous Australians  
in History this term. On Tuesday, March  27, four students 
had the pleasure of visiting the Yarrabah Menmuny 
Museum and Art Centre. Students enjoyed participating 
in traditional spear throwing, eating bush tucker, 
watching how Indigenous art is created and looking at 
the many historical items in the museum. Mr Sam the bus 
driver even gave us a tour of the scenic coast line! Pastor 
Johnny taught students about the history of Indigenous 
culture back at school. To top off the excursion one of the 
student’s grandmothers made damper and jam for the 
students.  It was great for students to have a practical and 
hands on learning experience. 

SHAVE FOR A CURE
A huge thank you to all for supporting our ‘Shave for a 
Cure !!’ While we were not so daring as to actually shave 
our hair students did get their hair coloured and  we raised 
just over $100 for the Leukemia Foundation.



6      April 2018 Top News    |    na.adventist.org.au      7

Conference News

LITERATURE EVANGELIST

“I WANT TO BE READY WHEN 
HE COMES,” SHE EXCLAIMED.

People do not know the value of our publications. Out in 
the country, in the cities, on every street, in every home, 
there are souls who know nothing of the soon return of 
the Saviour. We must go to them with God’s last message 
and urge them to secure our publications.

Everywhere there are honest souls in quest of light. 
“Many are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be 
gathered in” (Christian Service p 57).

When I first met Joy, she was most interested in the health 
books that I canvassed to her. She purchased the books 
“Food as Medicine” and “Healthy Juice” and invited me 
to return and showcase my books to her best friend Kerry.

Kerry was going through the pages of the health books 
with great interest, asking questions regarding the various 
ingredients of which she was unfamiliar. At the end of my 
canvass, I mentioned to the ladies that my work involves 
promoting wholistic health including physical, emotional, 
psychological and spiritual health.

Kerry asked with great anticipation, so what have you got 
for spiritual health?  O thank you Lord I silently prayed, 
and then I proceeded to show her the truths regarding the 
character of our loving Creator God from the book “Today, 
Tomorrow and You.”

When we came to the page where there was a picture of 
Jesus’ Second Coming,, Kerry exclaimed: What I want to 
know is: how is Jesus coming, and I want to know how to 
get ready to meet Him”…she repeated 

 
I praise God for this wonderful experience and how the 
Holy Spirit led in this appointment.  At present, the ladies 
are studying the bible with Pastor Alfredo.

Please pray for these dear ladies and for their  
spiritual growth. 

ACA HEALTH BENEFITS FUND CHANGES
Today, ACA Health Benefit Fund, a Private Health 
Insurance company which solely exists to benefit the 
health and well-being of Seventh-day Adventist Church 
employees and their families, announced that the fund is 
now available to Local Church Officers.  

ACA Health has been supporting the work(ers) of God for 
84 years.  With this announcement, Local Church Officers 
and their family members can join ACA Health.

“We are thrilled to now offer Local Church Officers and 
their families our products,” said Jody Burgoyne, ACA 
Health’s Fund Manager. “We work hard to continually 
provide our members with value-for-money health cover 
at a great price.”

ACA Health offer a range of Hospital and Extras products 
within the market.  ACA Health are committed to its 
members and its values:

• Unbeatable Extras – We listen to our members when 
they tell us what is most important to them

• Members First – Our interactions and service will 
exceed expectations

• Ethics before Profits – We will be fair and do the right 
thing every time

• Supporting Each Other – We will support each other 
to get the job done and meet our goals

The company also offer the community and its members 
access to comparisons within the market to find the best 
fit policy.

This year ACA Health’s premium increase came in at 
1.23% lower than the industry average of 3.95%.  In the 
2017 financial year ACA Health Benefits Fund paid $22.2 
million in benefits to members.  ACA Health pay higher 
benefits per service than the industry in most ancillary 
areas.  

About ACA Health Benefits Fund: ACA Health is Private 
Health Insurance Company based in Wahroonga, NSW.  
Founded in 1934, ACA Health has designed competitive 
products which services over 5,000 members nationally.  
ACA Health has an impressive 99% member satisfaction 
from surveys performed from Discovery Australia.

For further media information contact: Nadene Caputo  
at nadenecaputo@acahealth.com.au

MEDIA RELEASE 4TH APRIL 2018RIVERSIDE CONVENTIONAL CENTRE

WILLA BROUGH

REDEVELOPMENT AND DEMOLITION UPDATE
There is a time for everything and Ecclesiastes 3:3 tells 
us there is a time to build and there is a time tear down. 
This month saw the beginning of the removal of the 3 
houses on Leopold Street. They are tired, weary and 
worn, and God is planning something new. These houses 
have been a great blessing to the ministry of the church 
in Northern Australia, housing caretakers, church workers 
and members over the years of their service. We praise the 
Lord for His provision in the past and look forward to the 
blessings of the future as we recommission the land for 
His purposes.

ELDERS TO BAPTISE IN THE NAC
In an exciting move, the Board of Directors has voted to 
endorse the Australian Union Conference initiative to 
allow current serving elders to baptise in the Northern 
Australian Conference. Up until now, elders were only 
allowed to baptise with special permission and only when 
a licensed or credentialed minister was not in the area. 

Two Sabbaths in the year have been set aside for this to 
happen - the last Sabbaths in July (28) and November 
(24). There are some who say this doesn’t go far enough, 
that it makes no sense to restrict it to two Sabbaths a year. 
I would encourage you to look on the positive side and 
see this as a major step forward, one that was carefully 
negotiated with the General Conference and the South 
Pacific Division. So here is a wonderful opportunity for 
our dedicated elders across the Conference to be able to 
baptise those folk that they have faithfully studied with 
and brought to Jesus.

Any elders who feel ill equipped to do this are asked to 
go to their local pastor for training. And the usual process 
of taking the name of the candidate to the Church Board 
for approval still stands. It is great to see our elders 
functioning as local pastors in their churches by being 
able to baptise those they study with. May this initiative 
be a blessing to our Conference as we continue to be 
“Driven by Mission.”

RIVERSIDE MOTEL MAKEOVER
Have you been to visit the Riverside Convention Centre’s 
motel complex recently? She’s had a lick of paint, new 
carpets laid and a few new fixtures fitted and she’s looking 
mighty fine.  Come and ask Di for a tour next time you visit 
and have a look. Each room is decorated with an historic 
black and white canvas. Maybe you’ll see yourself gracing 
her walls. (Did you know you can book to stay at the motel 
all through the year? Ask Di for your NAC church member 
discount!) Contact 07 4779 6708 for more information.
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ADRA NAC Connections Trip -  Nepal ADRA & CFO / Secretary Report

CFO / SECRETARY REPORT
NATALIE SCOTT

Since taking on my role as Chief Financial Officer and 
General Secretary in late January 2018, it has been busy 
to say the least.  As most of you are aware Rob Ellison, 
my predecessor, was in this role for 9 years, and this is 
my first church appointed role so there is lots to learn.  
The variety of things that come across my desk each day 
certainly keep the role interesting and me on my toes.  We 
have a fantastic team in the local Conference office here 
in Townsville, across our Schools and Pastoral teams and 
it is great to be a part of that.

Membership
Our total membership was 2,699 members as at  
31 December 2017.  The 2017 year saw 45 Baptisms (down 
from the 75 in 2016) and six Professions of Faith across the 
Conference (consistent with 2016).

It is exciting to hear of baptisms already this year across 
our vast Conference – from Far North Queensland, to 
outback Northern Territory.

Tithe
Tithe is the means by which we employ pastors, plant 
new churches, and continue sharing the gospel in our 
communities.  Thank you for being faithful in returning 
your tithes and offerings.

Total tithe received during 2017 was $3,371,122.56,  
a slight decrease from 2016.  The graph below shows the 
upward trend in tithe received over the last 10 years.

On a month-to-month basis, we have seen tithe increase 
to over $310,000 a month in January and February 2018, 
which is trending higher than the same time in 2017.

ADRA works all over the world, and ADRA Connections 
trips provides you with the opportunity to get involved in 
a variety of projects that are making a lasting impact on 
people’s lives. The goal is for the work to be done primarily 
by the community members with the Australian team in 
a helping role. There is a wide scope of project activities 
available in Connections trips, for example: training, 
teaching, photography, construction and agriculture. 
Each project trip aims to create a life-long connection 
between ADRA and volunteers, to provide development 
education to supporters, raise funding for programs  
and provide greater support to ADRA’s international 
programs beneficiaries.

CONNECTIONS TO NEPAL 
TRIP OVERVIEW September 23 - October 5, 2018

Travel Day/Arrival/Orientation 23-25 September 

Meet with your ADRA host in Kathmandu, then travel to 
the Dahading District, through the beautiful, mountainous 
scenery. Where you will be welcomed by students and 
teachers at the Shree Kalidevi School with a cultural 
ceremony, an experience not to be missed! 

Field/Work Days 26-30 September 

Your team will be renovating schools facilities and 
teaching the locals about hygiene and sanitation. The 
interactions you will have with the school community is 
a cultural experience you will never forget. You will gain 
a new perspective while working alongside the locals 
in community-driven initiatives. Immerse yourself in 
their culture as you will get the opportunity to visit local 
communities and see how they live. A farewell ceremony 
will be held to celebrate the friendships that have been 
formed and the outputs that have been achieved with the 
school community. 

Sightseeing/Departure/Travel Day 1-5 October 

By now, you would have already noticed that Nepal is a 
country rich in natural and architectural wonders. Your 
trip to Nepal wouldn’t be complete without doing a trek, 
where you’ll experience sights and wonders you’ve never 
seen before! Before you leave, visit one of the most well-
known Buddhist stupas in the world, Swayambhunath, 
which is also known as the Monkey Temple. 

REGISTER NOW Contact Charlene on (07) 4779 3988 
or charleneluzuk@adventist.org.au 

FAQ’s:
I can’t speak the local language. How will I communicate?

An ADRA Host will be with you throughout the trip to help 
you communicate with the locals. Additional translators 
will also be made available to help you if the project 
requires this. We also provide a Country Guide with some 
key phrases in the local language that we encourage 
you to practice and learn before you depart. If all else 
fails, body language, facial expressions and smiles can 
communicate a thousand words.

Will I be safe?

It is our top priority to provide a trip that will be as safe 
as possible and we endeavour to do everything we 
can to look after you. ADRA ensures safety standards 
are implemented as much as we are able to, for food, 
accommodation, transport, and travel. All trips undergo 
an extensive risk analysis, as 90% of risk is reduced by 
being properly prepared – providing reading material and 
orientation programs before departure. 

A hands on experience helping to improve quality of life and education.  
Register now for a meaningful cross-cultural experience!

To register your interest, 
or to ask a question: 
Please contact Charlene 
(07) 4779 3988 or  
charleneluzuk@adventist.org.au 
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NORTH MACKAY CHURCH

MISSION TRIP 

MACKAY CHURCH

MEN’S MINISTRY

DOORS OPENING IN MYANMAR

TEENS MINISTRY

CAIRNS

NGARUPE AND TEWALA
TOWNSVILLE - AITKENVALE

BABY BLESSINGS

Church News

Men’s Ministry kicked off the year with a bbq and movie 
night in our community hall in February. As soon as 
we started the movie ‘Hacksaw Ridge’ it poured rain 
that was deafening for most of the movie. The night 
was supported by 15 men, 11 from North Mackay and  
4 from Central Church. 

March’s camping event in a modern 4 bedroom apartment 
at Dalrymple Heights on top of the ranges, was for Real 
Men only, of which only 8 came over the period of 2 days, 
due to it being wet, cold and windy. We still had great 
fun, 4 wheel driving and having discussions on topics 
like ‘Distractions’ and watched a seminar on being better 
Dad’s for our children and grandchildren.

In January, 2018, Pr Wolfgang and his wife Lyn Joy were 
privileged to take two teams of volunteers to Mountain 
View Adventist Academy. 

Four venues had been prepared for four evangelistic 
campaigns to be conducted simultaneously. The 
audience was made up of SDA church members,  
Baptists, Roman Catholics and Buddhists. The 
groundwork for these campaigns focused on a number  
of Buddhist villages which began to open their doors  
to the Adventist church and its teachings in the last 10 
years thanks to the work of Kalu-Hto. He started to work 
as a volunteer medical missionary with daily treatment of 
their sick and shared the Good News of Jesus. 

There are ten villages with hundreds of interested people, 
who ask for Kalu-Hto to minister to them. He now has 5 
others who assist him. The four campaigns focused on 
the interests from those villages. They were brought to 
our venues and many made decisions for Jesus and for 
baptism. The campaigns culminated in a mass baptism 
of 42 precious people, most of whom were formerly 
Buddhists. Many more are preparing for baptism.

Mackay Teen Sabbath School have been busy lately.  
From November 10-12, 2017, 14 teens and 8 adults 
ventured to Eungella to relax in God’s nature.  With no 
prior discussion about themes, the leaders individually 
arranged worships.  Vanessa, one of our leaders, stated 
how marvellously God works as the worships presented 
all had the resounding theme of having faith and believing 
in God and what that really means to us all.  Sabbath 
morning’s misty mountain weather made us feel closer 
to God, but soon the day cleared nicely, and we could 
venture out in 4WDs to the beautiful Massey Gorge.   

Global Youth Day was on March 17, 2018 and the Teens 
took the opportunity to reach out to locals at the skate 
park down the road.  We provided cold water and snacks, 
which were greatly appreciated on a hot day.  There were 
a dozen local youth and we chatted and shared where we 
were from.  Giving back to the community starts small, 
and we started by letting them know we care about them.  
It is our plan to make this a regular community outreach.

On February 18, 2018, 
Nagrupe and Tewala a Cook 
Island couple were joined 
together in holy matrimony 
at the Cairns Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. Many 
family and friends joined 
together to celebrate their 
special occasion and were 
treated like royals to an array 
of delicious vegetarian and 
island dishes catered by 
family and friends.

It has been said the arms of a child around your neck are 
more precious than pearls, and if this is true, Aitkenvale is 
blessed with a treasure chest overflowing with precious 
jewels! In the last year our church family has grown 
considerably larger (and the Infants room now seems 
considerably smaller and noisier), with the addition of 
our newest, and smallest, church members.  

It has also been said that no one should feel more 
welcome in our church than a crying baby, and indeed we 
are rejoicing for the new voices joining us in our sounds of 
praise! Children are truly a gift from the Lord.



To become a Prayer Partner of Adventist HealthCare (the San & Hornsby Day Surgery), join the email prayer list today and see the 
power of prayer in action.

Can’t wait to become a Prayer Partner? You can start praying right now:

We are Prayer Partners of Adventist HealthCare.
You can be too – from anywhere in the world!

Pray for patients and families:
“…Pray for each other, that you may be healed. The earnest 
prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces 
wonderful results.” James 5:16 (NLT)

Pray for staff and doctors:
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up… 
Acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care 
for you in the Lord… Hold them in the highest regard in love 
because of their work. Live in peace with each other.” 1 Thes-
salonians 5:11-13 (NIV)

Pray for hospital managers and leaders:
“…We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.” Colossians 1:9 (ESV)

Pray for God’s blessing over the 
organisation:
“[We] appeal to you, brothers and sisters, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to strive 
together with us in fervent prayer…” Romans 15:30 (CSB)

To become a Prayer Partner, email Dr Branimir Schubert at: <prayer@sah.org.au> 
or write to him at Sydney Adventist Hospital, 185 Fox Valley Road, Wahroonga 
NSW 2076, Australia.


