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than 60% of young people leave the church by the 
age of 30. It was a very productive time and resulted 
in lots of practical ideas to solve the issue. Most of 
them boil down to genuine love and care, and sharing 
responsibility, which on the whole we don’t do so well. 
Many churches struggle to find a youth leader, other 
members don’t engage with young people, and all we 
think they are worthy of, in terms of responsibility, is 
taking up the offering!

It’s time to have a think about the culture and 
members in our local church families and ask whether 
they are people friendly or not. Often when I make 
a call to a business, book accommodation or order 
a product online, it is followed up with a brief survey 
seeking feedback on the level of customer service and 
satisfaction. How would our churches rate if we sought 
similar feedback?

That cruise ship had a wonderful product that sadly was 
obscured beneath negative culture and behaviours. 
Let’s not obscure our wonderful product, the precious 
Gospel message, that we have to share with the world. 
God is in the transformation business and can shape 
our culture and behaviours to reflect the character of 
Jesus. When people come to our church family, I’d love 
them to feel they have experienced the opportunity of a 
lifetime and never wish to leave!

Last year a couple decided to take a few days off and 
go on a cruise. They had never been on a holiday of this 
nature before and were excited to be spending a few 
days aboard a boat that catered for every culinary and 
entertainment taste. However, the experience did not 
turn out to be as pleasant as anticipated. The culture of 
the cruise (lots of drinking, gluttony and partying) as well 
as the behaviour of some of the guests really soured this 
couple and resulted in them leaving the cruise and flying 
home. Needless to say, their impression of cruises is not 
a positive one and they may never set foot on a cruise 
ship again.

Sometimes I fear that our church may be having a 
negative impact on some people similar to the way in 
which that cruise affected that couple. When I see that 
40% of members leave our church, and many young 
people never stick around, it says something about our 
culture and the behaviour of some of our members. The 
other day I started going through the baptisms for 2014 
to see how many of those folk are still attending church. 
It was confronting to look down my list at the ratio of 
ticks to crosses. Like that couple, many have chosen to 
get off the boat and not return.

But the good news is that it doesn’t have to be that 
way! I recently attended a Youth Retention Summit held 
at the Australian Union office where administrators, 
youth leaders and young people from every Conference 
gathered to look at ways to keep adolescents and young 
adults in the church. This is a serious issue as more 
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ROAD
WORKS

AHEAD

party

WORKSHOPS
EVANGELISM - CHRISTINA COPACEANU 
“Growing Painless”, is an extremely practical, hands-on 
workshop exploring how outreach can become second 
nature, enjoyable and effective in winning hearts.
KITCHEN PHARMACY - BEV KROGDAHL 
Come along and learn how to use your common kitchen 
produce as a pharmacy, with natural remedies for the 
home. Using simple items like onions, potatoes etc.
ADRA WORKSHOP - CHARLENE LUZUK 
Wanting to serve your community with ADRA?  
We will be providing tools and resources that will help 
you to connect with and impact  your community 
meaningfully. Please come.
MEMBERSHIP / CHURCH CLERK TRAINING  
- MICHAEL WORKER 
Two worshops providing training on membership 
management and Minutes, Agendas and Meetings. For  
all those interested and currently in these church roles.
ATSIM RESOURCES - DARREN GARLETT 
ATSIM have developed a great range of simple easy to 
use Bible resources. Join Darren as he takes you through 
sharing Jesus with others through ATSIM literature.
FAITH FM - GAVIN CHATELIER 
Gavin has a unique blend of the Word, Music & Message. 
Try new witnessing techniques and skills to help you grow 
as an individual and inspire growth within your church 
family to touch and reach your local community.  
MARRIAGE, PARENTING AND FAMILY 
 - CHEONNETH STRICKLAND 
Featuring a workshop on creating strong spiritual families 
and a second workshop on fostering healthy marriages.

Big Camp (June 29 - July 7)

NIGEL KING 
Ten Pin Bowling  
& Lazer Tag 
Roller Skating 
Indoor Sports 
Ice Skating

 
Big Day Out  
on Magnetic Island 
Banquet - Dress in  
something starting  
with Your Initial

CHEONNETH 
STRICKLAND 
Ten Pin Bowling  
& Lazer Tag 
Barra Fun Park 
Indoor Sports 
Tea - Team Colours

ACTIPass $100.00*  $106.80*

*Regular price if ordered before June 22   *Late price if ordererd after June 22

 
Barra Fun Park 
Jungle Dress up Party  
Craft

ACTIPass $50.00*  $55.00*

Growing in Jesus

Camp Kitchen
*Purchase your Sabbath  

meal tickets for only $13.00

Chef Specials daily

Do You Have A Will?  
Free service availble at camp
Make an appointment NOW on 0431 315 335
Darrin Parker (Trust Services Director) 

Gavin Chatelier 
Guest Musician

We the
Church

PRIMARY  
(AGES 7-9)

JUNIORS  
(AGES10 -12)

BEGINNERS  
(AGES 0-3)
Moo Moo Cock - a -  
doodle - doo 
Beginners, we invite you. 
Get on your tractor and get 
in your gear  
We’re on the farm this year.

KINDY  
(AGES 4-6)
GODS SPECIAL RULES

Come and find out more 
with singing, stories, crafts 
and games each morning 
and afternoon

ACTIPass for crafts $10.00

HIGH SCHOOL 
(GRADE 8-12)

ANDREAS BECCAI 
Ice Skating 
Community BBQ 
Ten Pin Bowling  
& Lazer Tag 
Big Day Out  
to Magnetic Island 
Banquet - 80’s theme

ACTIPass: $108.00*  $14.80*

YOUNG ADULT 
(18+)

KEYNOTE SPEAKER - LEE VENDEN
- has never forgotten the joy he experienced 
when he discovered the difference between 
knowing about Jesus and actually knowing Jesus. 
A pastor and educator for more than 35 years, 
Lee has sought to know Jesus better and to help 
others accomplish that as well.

MORNING SPEAKER - CRISTIAN COPACEANU
- when he’s not having fun with his family  
(1 queen, 2 princesses, 3 goldfish), Cristian 
devotes his time and passion to sharing the 
greatest news ever told with anyone who will 
listen and empowering others to do the same.

BIG TENT - ALL ABOUT JESUS

ACTIPass  $139.25*  $153.20*

APPLICATIONS CLOSE JUNE 22 
(Applications will NOT be accepted after June 22)

FUN 
RUN

Adventist Book Centre

 Mini Concert 
 with Gavin Chatelier

before the ABC Book Hour 
in the Big Tent

Camp Store
Bread, Milk, Fruit & Veg, Ice,  
Mango Ice Cream, Lollies,   
and much more in-store.

ABC Book Hour   
Great Specials on Bibles

Spot Special
Second-Hand Book Sale

50%-OFF Titles
Bulk Foods

‘Adventists Northern Australia’ 
FIND OUT MORE 

follow us for Big Camp
Feel free to message with any 

questions you may have.LIKE US

is always 

aC a fe
Camp

GOODideaDDDD

is always 

aC a fe
Camp

GOODideaD

Young Women’s Ministeries

Breakfast
Free

Special Offering 
Stamping out  

diabetes in the 
South Pacific

First Sabbath 

Youth MinisTries  

Special Offering Friday Evening July 6
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CFO / Secretary Report

CAMPGROUND BOOKINGS SPECIAL
Arriving early? Staying late?

Site bookings prior to June 29 and after July 8 
will need to be prebooked. 

Get 20% off by mentioning Top News Special!

Call Di at Riverside Convention Centre  
on 07 4779 2291.

NATALIE SCOTT  - CFO/ SECRETARY REPORT

Since last month’s edition of Top News things have 
been ramping up in preparation for our main event 
of the year - Big Camp!  Division leaders and helpers, 
pastors, visiting speakers, Josh Radford our camp cook, 
the Riverside Convention Centre Managers, office and 
school staff, musicians, volunteers – everyone working 
together to bring about what is sure to be a blessing.  
It has been 21 years since I have been to a full week of 
Big Camp in our Conference so I am looking forward to 
seeing what is the same and what has changed.  It is a 
great theme this year, “All About Jesus”, and I encourage 
you to attend.

BIG CAMP PREPERATION Did you know?  
• Every year at Big Camp dozens of people,  

big and small, make decisions for Christ!

• Big Camp is one week of intensive training, 
equipping, inspiring, connecting,  
re-connecting for all ages.

• Hundreds and hundreds of hours go 
into preparing for Big Camp - from the 
grounds, division leaders, speakers, meals, 
workshops and volunteers.

• Big Camp is the single largest regular 
expense  
that we have as a Conference.

• Below is a photo of an early Big Camp on 
the camp grounds circa 1955.

Don’t forget to get your applications in by 22 
June 2018 if you want to camp on site as late 
applications will not be accepted. Day visitors  
are welcome. Application forms for Big Camp  
and Actipasses are available online at  
na.adventist.org.au/what/

Aside from Big Camp preparation:
• I participated in Riverside Adventist Christian 

School’s 50th Anniversary celebrations where many 
past Principals attended and some past students.  
A real treat with our students leading out in the 
program and taking school tours.

• I had a lovely time at the Regional in Mackay and 
worshiping with the folk there.

• I also participated in the official opening of the 
Science laboratory and classrooms at Carlisle 
Adventist Christian College where I met Mrs 
Julianne Gilbert MP, representing the Education 
Minister, and Mr George Christensen MP.  Both were 
very complimentary of the School.

• This coincided with the Family Fun Day at Carlisle, 
which had a record number of people attend this 
year, with many more from the local community 
than previous years.

• I met with Carlisle Adventist Christian College’s 
School Advisory Committee and several key 
stakeholders as part of continuing discussions 
regarding the growth of the school and housing all 
of the students.

• I also visited Eungella during the same trip and saw 
the church there.

• Council have visited the camp kitchen on the 
campground as part of their annual inspection and 
there are some items to attend to.

• We have had financial statement auditors visiting 
to undertake the audits of the Northern Australian 
Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Seventh-day Adventist Church (Northern Australian 
Conference) Limited and Seventh-day Adventist 
Schools (Northern Australia) Limited.  We are 
finalising those audits now.

• Risk Management Services from the South 
Pacific Division have visited us and inspected the 
Conference Office, Riverside Convention Centre, 
Campground, Riverside Adventist Christian School, 
Riverside Early Learning Centre, the Adventist Book 
Centre, and Aitkenvale Church.  We are currently 
waiting for their draft report and have items that 
need to be addressed.

• My training for the Secretariat aspects of my role 
has continued with Michael Worker, the AUC 
Secretary, visiting for two days.
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Education ADRA / Church News

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST COLLEGE

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE

The day started out with the team chants, which were 
cleverly composed then we had the running events 
followed by the field events. There was a great level 
of participation and sportsmanship displayed on the 
day.  With student running beside the track to support 
and encourage others who were completing their race. 
It was great to see the students dressed in their house 
colours and getting into the spirit of the carnival. 

Congratulations to our Age Champions and our winning 
house ‘Turtles’. A big thankyou to our Home and School 
for running a tuckshop on the day and all staff / helpers 
involved for what was a fantastic day. 

RAC celebrated 50 years of Adventist Education in 
Townsville on May 4 and 5. The students performed 
some special items and it was a great opportunity 
to combine a regional day in Townsville with the 
worship and praise of our school family - past and 
present.  Many former staff and leaders of Riverside, 
or Townsville District Adventist School, were able to 
travel from interstate and overseas to share a weekend 
of nostalgia, worship, gratitude and commitment.  Dr 
John Hammond was the main speaker for the Sabbath 
morning program and in referencing the jubilee of 
Bible times, he challenged us give back - to celebrate in 
service - to God and to our community.  

The weekend encouraged us, as we took a nostalgic 
journey noting God’s direction and our own faithful 
listening in the past, that when we wholeheartedly  
submit to God’s will, when we work together with our 
leaders and churches, we are assured of His continued 
guidance and blessings. 

The Year 2 classroom has been very busy this term with 
students learning about changing materials in Science. 
Students have been testing different actions on all 
different types of materials to see changes and whether 
the changes are permanent or if materials go back to 
their original shape. We have been twisting, bending, 
squashing, crushing, stretching, heating and cooling 
many different types of materials. This week students  
were able to use some of their actions to make a 
cheesecake. After completing the cheesecake, the 
students then participated in a service to others by 
offering the cheesecake as a thank you for your hard 
work to the administration staff and bus drivers. What 
an amazing group of students we have. The cheesecake 
was delicious and enjoyed very much by the admin staff.

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

YEAR 2 CLASSROOM 

NAPLAN TESTING

SHANE THOMAS MEMORIAL

TENNANT CREEK

ATSIM EVANGELISTIC SERIES
AITKENVALE CHURCH 

CELEBRATE THREE BAPTISMS
The evangelistic series ran each evening from Sunday, 
May 27 until the Sabbath service on June 2. It was held 
in the Tennant Creek Church. Martin spent 1 1/2 hours 
each evening and Sabbath morning picking up families 
fromaround the district.

There was a total of 14 decisions for baptism including  
a Fijian man and a Filipino man. A total of 21 people 
requested Martin and Michelle Tanner to give them 
Bible studies. We praise the Lord for this very positive 
result where a few years ago we had very few contacts. 
We also thank the Lord for Martin and Michelle Tanner 
who are doing excellent work here. 

Townsville’s Aitkenvale church was abundantly blessed 
to celebrate three baptisms on the 19th of June. Christy, 
GD and Romea took the plunge for Christ, being baptised 
by Pr Alfredo Campos in the Ross River surrounded by 
a great crowd of witnesses. The service beforehand was 
taken by Endless Praise and the congregation joined 
in the joyous occasion praising God through song 
and worship. Following the baptisms, a feast awaited 
and much fellowship was shared. Aitkenvale church 
welcomes Christy, GD and Romea with open arms into 
the family and we pray that God will continue to be their 
greatest companion on their daily walk with Him. 

School Breakfast Club
ADRA started a partnership with Foodbank Queensland 
at the start of term 2 to deliver breakfast to 11 schools in 
Townsville as a part of the School Breakfast Club program. 
ADRA’s role is to provide the volunteers to deliver the 
goods, and our wonderful volunteer Nadia Boyd is doing a 
marvelous job and making important connections within 
the community here in Townsville.

“I just love the fact that we are involved in a program that 
impacts kids in such a big way!” Nadia, SBC Volunteer

Townsville Community Centre- Garbutt
An opportunity has come before us to move towards 
establishing an ADRA Community Centre in Townsville. The 
committee had their first meeting on the 22nd May in which 
set the direction for the Community Centre and started their 
planning. It is envisioned that the Centre will be supported 
by the enthusiasm of all three churches in Townsville, and 
funded by various sources including ADRA Op Shops, and 
serve the community on a daily basis. The community 
center will be a place where a multitude of services are 
available and a place where the community members feel 
safe to come to and seek assistance. Please pray for the 
team as they prayerfully step ahead in this direction. 

On the Friday before the 50th Anniversary weekend, 
Liz Thomas and her son, Mike, unveiled a memorial 
plaque on a new outdoor seat in recognition of the 
contributions of her late husband, Shane Thomas, 
who served as principal at Riverside for 9 years. Mrs 
Thomas, who spoke on behalf of her husband in the 
Sabbath afternoon program, is also the longest serving 
staff member at Riverside and has been for more than  
two decades! 

Well done to our Yr 3 and 5’s, who completed NAPLAN 
testing this term. NAPLAN was held over 3 days and 
on the final day they were treated to pancakes with 
maple syrup and ice-cream. All the students thoroughly 
enjoyed them. We welcomed ‘Endless Praise’ to our 
school where the students loved their songs and 
charades. 
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HAASTS BLUFF

DOUGLAS MULTA BAPTISM

EDMONTON CHURCH

DARREN STEPHENSON’S BAPTISM 

Church News

Due to the dedication, witness and service over several 
years of an adventists couple in the remote community 
of Hasst’s Bluff, doors are starting to open. Immanuel, 
an aboriginal elder, and his wife, Rossie, have been 
faithfully working in the community for seven years and 
recently Douglas Multa accepted the messages of truth 
from Rossie and Immanuel, so much so, Immanuel’s 
nephew and was baptised on April 5, 2018. He made a 
powerful appeal and many of his family members now 
also want to be baptised. In his appeal Douglas clearly 
outlined the importance of worshipping on the Seventh-
day Sabbath according to the Ten Commandments 
and the example of Jesus. This is a sharp contrast to 
the Sunday sacredness tradition formerly practised by 
them in the community. 

Many in the community are now enjoying Bible studies 
and the public school has opened the way for the Bible 
stories to be shared during school hours. There is a small 
chapel already constructed and a 6x10 metre workshop 

NORTHERN BEACHES

WONDERFUL MOTHER’S DAY 
Members of the Northern Beaches Group in Cairns 
prepared early to wish Mums in the local area a wonderful 
Mother’s Day. After finishing vespers, we all joined in 
to pack Mother’s Day gift bags for our annual Mother’s 
day outreach. The bags were made up of homemade 
choc chip biscuits, chocolates, a Mother’s day card and  
another card with our church contact details. Nearly all 
of the bags were delivered by our young and youngish 
members the next day during the usual sabbath school 
time while the rest of the biscuits were eaten for lunch! 
This outreach was a wonderful opportunity to see God 
working in the local community as we discovered later 
during sabbath lunch that one lady we met during this 
outreach was the same woman who has had contact with 
two other different members of our church group in the  
past! We can see that God is calling her and we’re going  
to keep in touch with her!

“The very next day, the Northern Beaches Group 
received an email from a Mum in the community that 
said:

‘Hello, I would just like to thank your Church group so 
very much for the lovely Mother’s Day treat bag that 
some of your members brought to my home in Trinity 
Park on Saturday. It was very sweet and kind, and made 
my day! Such a kind and thoughtful gesture that your 
group has done.’

The men of our church surprised us ladies for Mother’s 
Day. We usually have lunch each Sabbath but this time 
the ladies were asked to sit down  and  we were given  

IMMANUEL AND DOUGLAS’ TESTIMONY
As a young boy of ten, Immanuel heard the voice of 
God telling him that he was to go to Western Australia 
where he would be taught what he needed to know. He 
did go West as a young man where he met a traditional 
landowner by the name of Saturday. In a dream he saw 
Saturday and heard him say follow me and you will be 
able to go to heaven.

Later in Perth, Immanuel met Rossie, a Sabbath 
keeping white lady, who loved working with the 
aboriginal people. He asked Rossie to marry him. She 
said she could not marry anyone who did not believe 
in the Sabbath and the teachings of the Seventh-day 
Adventists. Immanuel was baptized and they married.

They decided to go to Immanuel’s birth place to share 
with his people the wonderful message he had learned. 
This was just what he was told God would do for him 
when he was only 10 years old. He is now in his late 50s. 
Rossie and Immanuel worked for two years helping in 
the community by deeds of love and kindness. They 
cleaned houses, shared food and clothing showing 
sympathy and care to the people.

After two years they started sharing the good news found 
in the bible. After another five years the fruits started  
to show. 

sparkling grape juice and a chocolate before enjoying  
the potluck lunch. The men also provided a lovely 
dessert. The young people helped with serving the 
grape juice. Thank you men and young people for 
making our Sabbath Mother’s Day lunch so attractive 
and for helping to make us feel special.

In the afternoon a couple of the members made up 
small gift packs which we delivered to Mookie Rosie. 
Mookie Rosie is named after one of our dear Adventist 
ladies from Kuranda, Rose Richards, and is a place for 
indigenous women to come and stay from the remote 
communities while waiting for the birth of their baby.

We had a lovely day being both served and also  
serving others.

VISITORS FROM VANUATU
Members of Atherton Church have been blessed recently 
by the attendance of several church members from  
the Port Vila area, Vanuatu.  The group are spending 6 
months on the Atherton Tablelands working mainly on 
Blueberry farms. 

Our Adventist brothers and sisters arrived last March 
as part of a group of 120 Vanuatuans and will continue 
to work on the Tablelands until September 2018 when 
they will return home.

ATHERTON CHURCH 

HOME REMEDIES PROGRAM

Atherton Church was blessed recently when well 
known Adventist Presenter, Kaye Sehm, conducted a 
Home Remedies Program. Kaye has conducted many 
presentations both in Australia and some Pacific Islands 
for over 20 years.

The in-depth Health Program was held between 29 
April and 4 May and was well received by those who 
attended. Topics covered included: Healing Minerals, 
Simple Home Remedies, The Vegetarian Advantage, 
Garden Herbs & Edible Weeds, Health Destroying Foods, 
Helping The Depressed the connection of the mind with 
disease). 

Kaye was accompanied by her husband, Peter, who 
kindly preached on two Sabbaths while they were with 
the Atherton Church Members.  

is being transported on May 11, to further assists the 
needs of this remote area. The pastor and other church 
members are regularly helping with food, clothing and 
other needs to these lovely people who are hungering 
and thirsting for the gospel message.



Boys
Day Out

NAC Youth Events 
September - October
register online at nayouth.adventist.org.au

4WD Cape Trip

Boys Day Out  
August 31 - September 02
We are calling on every church in the NAC to host 
a Boys Day Out. It can be anything from a one day 
event to a whole weekend. The aim of the Boys Day 
Out is for Christian men to intentionally spend time 
and mentor the younger men/boys of their churches; 
Men showing boys how to be Christian men is one of 
the greatest acts of ministry we can offer to the next 
generation. So what will you do? Go camping?  
Spend the day fishing? Teach the next generation 
how to drive, shave, build or make? Let’s make 
August 31-September 02 an intentional time to 
mentor the next generation. Let us know what you 
plan on doing and register your plans online to 
receive free resources.

Teen Expedition  
September 23 - 28
Come and hike one of the top walks in the world, 
the “Thorsborne Trail” on Hinchinbrook Island. Not 
only will we be hiking but we will also have time to go 
snorkelling on the reef. All participants will receive 
the equivalent Pathfinder awards and patch. Special 
Edition Teen Expedition Shirts will also be available 
upon special order. 

4WD Cape Trip  
September 30 - October 08
In the second week of the September/October school 
holidays we will be hosting a 4WD trip trough Cape 
York. This is a great opportunity for family members, 
friends, 4WD enthusiasts and those who love the 
great outdoors to come together in this very special 
part of North Queensland. 

Pathfinder Leadership Award  
October 26 - 28
The Pathfinder Leadership Award accepts all 
Pathfinder club staff, or those simply interested in 
receiving this training. This is recognised training 
through Avondale College, that offers both the theory 
and practice of running ministry in the outdoors. 


