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Happy December everyone! Its that time of year where
we all tire and grow weary so I wanted to share with you
3 tips to finish the year well and set you up for a win in
2019.

Do it afraid. Perhaps there are new ways to serve
God in church and the community but you are scared
to step up. Do it afraid. Maybe there is a sport or
new group you want to join in 2019. Do it afraid.

1. Forgive - we can get to the end of the year having
experienced some hurt, holding onto things that have
happened to us or those we love. Unforgiveness creates
in us heaviness robbing us of joy. Try this: spend a few
moments with the Lord asking Him to show you anyone
you need to forgive then choose to forgive them. You
may not feel like it or even want to but do it out of
obedience to Jesus. And if you need to make anything
right with someone go and do it. Don’t delay it
any longer. Hebrew 12.1 says:

I pray that by putting these 3 easy practices in place you
will finish 2018 better than you hoped or imagined.
Darren and I wish you a wonderful festive season and for
God’s blessings upon you and your family in 2019 and
beyond.
Love from the Slades x

“As for us, we have all of these great witnesses
who encircle us like clouds. So we must let go of
every wound that has pierced us and the sin we
so easily fall into. Then we will be able to run life’s
marathon race with passion and determination, for
the path has been already marked out before us.”
2. Don’t Overcommit - this time of the year gets hectic. We
say yes to things out of obligation because we ‘should’
rather than because God is calling us to it. Try this: Pause
before saying yes to anything. Check it in with the Lord
and He will show you. I promise if you do this you will
come through the festive season well. Don’t forget to get
back to the person who asked yowu with a yes or a no. A
few years ago I began at the start of every year to commit
that years’ schedule to the Lord. I ask Him to remove
anything not from Him and put in anything He wanted
me to be part of. And I can truly say that my years have
been fruitful. Matt 5.37 says:

Suzanne Slade

“All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything
beyond this comes from the evil one.”

than the

If you would like to contribute to Top News, please contact Jessica Taylor
by phone 07 4779 3988 or email jessicataylor@adventist.org.au

FINISHING 2018 WELL

3. Do it Afraid – don’t let fear rob you any longer. The
Word tells us: “For God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Tim
1.7 NKJV). What have you been fearing and need to do?
Try this: perhapS you need to make something right
with someone but are afraid that they might reject you.

Find out more about us at na.adventist.org.au
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CFO / Secretary

Conference Staffing

REFELCTIONS ON 2018 AND LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019
Well 2018 certainly has been an interesting year for me
so far! It is almost 10 months since I joined the team and it has gone by so fast! I hit the ground running and
have not stopped since. The volume and variety of tasks
has certainly kept me (and continues to keep me) on my
toes. 2018 was always going to be a transition year with
so much to learn, particularly coming from “outside” of
the church. Shifting to a new place also brings about
new adjustments.
I really want to pay tribute to the amazing team of
dedicated people that I work with every day - either
here in our office, out in the field (pastors), in our
schools (teachers and support staff), and those that
volunteer (local churches, ADRA, schools etc). It has
been a privilege to meet and work beside so many of you
already this year.
I have enjoyed hearing the stories of what God has been
doing in your lives and your communities as you have
embraced our Conference theme “Driven by Mission” and
been sharing about Jesus. You have also been faithful in
returning tithe. These are all elements of Stewardship.
I would encourage you, if you haven’t already done so,
to try out the discovery bible reading method *with your
family or a group of friends, or even some new friends
and introduce them to Jesus.
Looking towards 2019 I am excited for the ideas and
plans to enhance and grow our Schools/Early Learning
Centres and our local churches (established, companies,
church plants, and home groups) - some of which are
listed below. I pray that God will call you to be “Driven
by Mission” in 2019 and journey with us. Matthew 5:14a
“You are the light of the world.”
Natalie Scott
* Email nacinfo@adventist.org.au for a copy.

ABC Bookshop Closure
14th Dec at 12pm
reopening 18th Dec 9am
Shutdown period
ABC Bookshop & NAC office
24th Dec - 1st Jan
4 December 2018

HIGHLIGHTS
•

Both the SDA Schools (NA) and SDA Church (NAC)
Boards of Directors have voted to undertake
strategic planning exercises, planned for February
2019, to crystallise the vision for our schools/ELCs
and conference/churches.

•

The SDA Schools (NA) Board of Directors has voted
to engage an architectural firm to undertake
strategic master planning of our school/ELC
sites in Townsville and Mackay. Cairns is being
considered at a later time.

•

Margaret Watkins has been appointed as Business
Manager for SDA Schools (NA), which will result in
re-allocation of tasks with a slow transition and
fully effective in the new year.

•

The service agreement for Education Services
between South Queensland Conference and
our Conference has been formally signed and
provides our Schools and Early Learning Centres
with access to a team of skilled professionals.
Margaret and I visited Brisbane in November to
meet with the SQLD Ed team, met two Business
Managers and visited one of their schools.

•

•

Carlisle Adventist Christian College has continued
to grow under Andrew North’s leadership and we
have engaged a Project Manager to assist with
delivering classrooms for 2019.
The decision to remove three houses at the
front of Leopold Street (which started before I
commenced) is almost complete, with the final
house on a trailer waiting for permits to shift it.

FARWELLS
Pr Tom Osborne came to the NAC from Fiji in 2007 and has faithfully served in the
Mackay and Townsville districts. He and his wife Va are retiring and moving back
to Fiji. They are much loved and will be sorely missed. Thank you for your service.
Aunty Va Osborne has been the Conference Women’s Ministries Director and Partners in Ministry
Director and has done a wonderful job in this volunteer capacity. She is joining her husband in
moving back to Fiji to retire. Thank you for the incredible work you have done with the ladies in this
Conference.
Pr Wolfgang Jenke has served in the NAC for the past twelve years. He and his wife Lyn Joy have retired
to Herberton in the Tablelands. Retirement isn’t quite the right word, as Wolfgang is still attending to
three churches this year and will pastor one church next year. We thank him for his active service in
retirement that continues to bless this Conference.

Mark and Learne Collins have faithfully served the folk of the Torres Strait for the past three years in
team ministry. As well as providing all aspects of pastoral care to three congregations, they have done
renovations and repairs to two houses and churches, maintenance to a boat and two vehicles and built a
chapel on Saibai. We are very appreciative of the diverse skillset that has enabled them to be ministerial
“jack of all trades” in such a remote location. We wish them well as they move down south to be closer
to family and enjoy their new grandson.
Pr Gration Perera arrived in the NAC with his wife Sherine in 2013. Ably serving as church pastor, intern
supervisor and departmental director, he will be a loss to our team as he takes special leave to move to
Sydney. We will miss his gentle leadership and wish him well in the big smoke!

Ms Kerrilyn Smith has been the accounts and payroll clerk in the Conference Office for the last 4.5 years.
She is leaving to move to Mackay and marry Jarred Keioskie. We wish her God’s blessing as she heads into
married life and are glad she is still residing in the NAC.

Ms Charlene Luzuk is almost a goodbye from the NAC. She is moving to Adelaide to be the ADRA
Director for the South Australian Conference but will be retained for 10% of her time to assist in the
ADRA work in the NAC. We will miss having her here full-time but God is in control and we hope to see
ADRA continue to grow here.
Ms Reini Steed (not pictured) who played a key role in the establishment of the Riverside Early Learning
Centre from 2014, left us in September. We thank her for her many hours of dedicated service and wish
her all the best.
Gavin Markwell has taught in Carlisle Adventist Christian School for the last four years and has brought
a lot of energy and enthusiasm to our education system and beyond. His skills beyond teaching have
greatly assisted in the development of the Carlisle school and in the development planning for the
Riverside Estate. We are grateful for his passion and abilities and wish him well in his future endeavours.
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Conference Staffing

ADRA/ Education
Ministeries
ADRA Appeal

WELCOMES
Graham Chapman (Chappy) and his wife Sharon will be moving up to Thursday Island in
January to look after the work in the Torres Strait. Chappy is no stranger to North Queensland
and has an incredibly diverse skillset which perfectly suits him for the variety of tasks in
the Torres Strait. We wish them God’s blessing and a huge welcome as they come to the
northern reaches of the NAC.

A huge thankyou to all of the people around our conference
for getting involved in the ADRA Appeal this year. We had
32 churches take part, and had a wide range of activities
take place to raise funds for ADRA projects both overseas
and here in our conference. FACT: Did you know that around
50% of what our churches raise during the appeal here in

Chris Kirkwood has been appointed as an Intern to pastor Townsville City and Charters
Towers churches as well as provide chaplaincy to Riverside Adventist Christian School. We
welcome Chris and Kate a little further north from their home in Mackay and know they will
be a blessing to the Townsville folk

NAC is returned to our conference in the form of the ADRA
Department project budget for the following year? That
means that the more our churches get behind the ADRA
Appeal, the more funding that will be available for our

they had such a positive experience with the Adventurers
and church members going door-to-door, really getting into
the spirit of the ADRA Appeal, connecting, laughing and
talking to people in the surrounding neighborhoods, leaving
brochures in people’s homes so that they can learn more
about ADRA in their own time. Remember the ADRA Appeal
as your churches are planning next year’s calendar- don’t
miss this fantastic opportunity for your church to connect
to your community either by door-knocking or one of the
many alternative ways to get involved!

Errol Ope will be joining the team in mid-January as Assistant Accountant, filling Kerrilyn
Smith’s role and taking on more accounting related duties. Errol has most recently been
working in PNG as a Finance Manager. We are looking forward to having Errol, his wife
Matilda and son join us here in Townsville.

Ms Nathenea MacRae has been appointed as volunteer Women’s Ministries Director for the
NAC. She is already excelling in this role in her local church in Mackay and we are glad she has
accepted the challenge of leading this important ministry for the whole Conference. We know
she will be a blessing to the ladies in the NAC.
churches to run projects like the recent Nedley Depression
Mrs Suzanne Slade has been appointed as the volunteer Partners in Ministry Director for
the NAC. This ministry provides support and encouragement for pastoral spouses and is a
valuable way of connecting the women of ministry families who can be there for one another
in remote and sometimes challenging circumstances. We welcome Suzanne to this role and
know that this ministry will be a blessing to the minister’s wives in the NAC.
We welcome Pat and Maria Tuialii to our ministerial team as Pat takes up an internship as a
pastoral intern in Mount Isa. Their diverse range of gifts and talents will be a real blessing to
the local church and the Conference and wish them God’s blessing as they prepare to move
up here.

MOUNT ISA CHURCH
50TH ANNIVERSARY

The Mount Isa Church 50th anniversary was a wonderful three days of
festivities. Sabbath saw the church packed with over 250 people! Former
members from the 1950’s travelled all the way from Cairns, we also had the first
couple to be married at the church in attendance. Others travelled from as far
as Melbourne, Brisbane, Townsville and beyond. The local community were
in full support with many coming, including a former mayor and other local
church community leaders. Dr Erika Puni delivered an inspiring sermon, which
was then was followed by a fantastic feast. Thank you to all who came.
6 December 2018

and Anxiety Recovery programs which were run by Ayr and
Townsville City churches, the Townsville Community Pantry
or the Mealtime on Milton project in Mackay just to name a
few.It was great to hear from Alice Springs church how

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE
PARLIAMENT VISIT

Mr Justin Hunter reports ‘I recently had the opportunity
to attend the Indigenous Youth Parliament in Cairns,
representing my school CAC Adventist College. As part of
the day, those attending had to say a prepared speech
in front of all the other students and actual members of
parliament. I was a bit nervous to present but everyone
was very supportive and cheered each other on with
a loud “Hear, hear!” Pictured are Mr Hunter, Sahbreya
Smith, Mr. Curtis Pitt & Schemyah Ford (both grade 6).
Top News | na.adventist.org.au
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Ministries/ Youth

Education
CARLISLE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
BAPTISMS

On 10 November Carlisle Adventist Christian College celebrated the baptism of twin brothers in grade 10. Pr Tom &
Va Osborne drove down from Townsville to baptise their grandchildren Josiah & Joshua Tikomaimaleya. There were
many friends, staff from Carlisle, family members and local church members in attendance. The two young men had
been studying the Bible with Chris Kirkwood, the head elder from Mackay Central Church.
On 17 November the school hosted its final Connect@Carlisle program for the year with a focus on celebrating God’s
amazing leading in 2018. Andrew North, the Principal, provided an overview of God’s amazing provision of increased
buildings, students and staff; 185 students were enrolled and an additional 15 staff were needed and provided for
by God at the start of 2018, with a projected 250 students and an additional 3 teaching staff for 2019. Truly God has
blessed! A second focus for the afternoon was celebrating the commitments of about twenty primary students who
were given certificates of commitments for indicating their desire to receive Jesus as their personal saviour and friend.
The highlight of the afternoon was the baptism of Alysa-Jane McBride in grade 9 who happens to be one of only two
students in her grade and who has been at the school since grade 2! Alyssa testified to the positive support and impact
of teachers and staff, as well as the many opportunities to study the Bible during her seven years at the school. Pastor
Ragoso Tagaloa officiated and the chaplain, Mr Craig Young, made an appeal for baptism resulting in 14 students
responding. The service concluded with a dedicatory prayer for Alyssa with her family and friends, followed by a time
of fellowship and food. Join us as we praise God for His amazing leading at Carlisle. We look forward to what God has
in store for the college for 2019 and beyond.

LE CORNER
CARE FOR HUNGRY LE’s
Recently while delivered all day without stopping
for food, we reached the town where we were
to make the last Bible delivery. Andrew asked
directions from the local shop keeper named
Jeya, an Indian pilot.When he knew that Andrew
was delivering a Bible he immediately felt an
appreciation for our work and offered us lunch
saying, “enjoy this chicken lasagne on me.” Finding
out we were vegetarians we both enjoyed a free
avocado salad and cold drink. Andrew assured
him of the promise in Matt10:41 “He that receives
a righteous man… shall receive a righteous man’s
reward.” Accordingly, Jeya received the promised
‘rewarding’ as we prayed for guidance for him to
find work flying and asked a blessing on his wife
and two small children. The picture captured his
joy as he purchased the Family Bible!

It was while Jeanette and I and Jeya’s family were
having our regular prayers and fellowship on the
phone that we learned that his ‘home fellowship
group, were also, like us, meeting on Sabbath to
read the book of Acts. When I let Jeya know the
blessing of Peter Roennfeldt’s new book on Acts
‘Following the Spirit,’ he purchased this study guide
for his group and the new Desire of Ages for his wife,
and children’s books for Joy and Joshua.
- Andrew & Jeanette Johnson

SAIBAI
LITTLE CHAPEL

SPORTSMANSHIP SHINES

This year Carlisle has taken its involvement in sport to
another level. We see this as not only a great opportunity
for our students to use their God given talents but also
another avenue in which our school can reach out into
the community. Our school has been represented locally,
by teams in netball, touch football, basketball, T-Ball and
softball. Carlisle has also been blessed to see many of
our students reach the Mackay District trials, Capricornia
trials and some even progress onto the state trials.
Two of our Primary students have also reached the
highest level and gone onto the National Championships.
So much has been happening at CACC School in the
sports space that couldn’t even fit in the Top News.

8 December 2018

The Little Chapel up at Saibai has been completed
enough for the Ladies and their families to start to
worship in. It is all locked up and the Ladies will clean
and decorate it. The new Pastor for the Torres Strait,
Chappy is visiting next week and we will head to Saibai.
We will finish off a couple of small jobs to complete it.
There will be a Working Bee early next year to give the
chapel it’s external paint. I would like to Thank all those
who have donated funds for us to achieve this blessing
for the families there. May God Bless our members in the
northern most part of our country. - Mark Collins

PATHFINDERS & ADVENTURERS
INVESTITURES
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Northern Australia
NAC 2019 Calendar “Driven by Mission”
JANUARY

1-6
AUC Camporee
16-21 National ATSIM Camp

FEBRUARY
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES
Associate Degree in Theological Studies
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Teaching (Birth - 12 years)
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Teaching (Primary)
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Teaching (Secondary)
Bachelor of Business
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood) (Birth - 5 yrs)
Bachelor of Ministry and Theology
Bachelor of Nursing
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of Teaching
Bachelor of Theology
Diploma of General Studies

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Certificate III in Outdoor Recreation
Diploma of Outdoor Recreation
Music Studio Teaching

POSTGRADUATE COURSES
COURSE WORK
Graduate Certificate in Lifestyle Medicine
Graduate Diploma in Lifestyle Medicine
Graduate Diploma of Ministry and Theology
Master of Education
Master of Nursing
Master of Teaching (Primary)
Master of Teaching (Secondary)
Master of Leadership and Management
RESEARCH
Doctor of Philosophy
Master of Philosophy
*We recommend that international students apply by the end of
January, to allow time for processing of student visas.

8-11 Converge
15-17 NASBOD onsite meetings: Carlisle
20-21 Growing Young
22-24 Leadership Summit: Youth, 		
Personal Ministries & Sabbath School

MARCH

2
International Women’s Day of
Prayer
16
Global Youth Day
17-23 Youth Week of Prayer

APRIL
7-14

STORM Co*

MAY

3-6
Youth and Young Adult Camp
3-5
Tennant Creek Regional
24-26 Northern Youth Regional

JUNE
7-9
8
18-20
23-28
27
27
28-6

Alice Springs Youth Weekend
Women’s Ministry Emphasis Day
Minister’s Meetings
Camp setup
NAC Educators Connect meetings
NAC staff dinner
Big Camp

JULY

19-21 Mount Isa Youth Weekend
26-27 Apologetics

AUGUST
2-5
16-18
23-25
24
24
23-31
31

Darwin Church Family Camp
Divinely Made
Boys Day Out*
End It Now
Cairns Regional
East Coast Roadshow
Mackay Regional

21
20-28
22-29
30-7

Darwin Regional
NT Roadshow
Teen Expedition
Youth 4WD Camp
ADRA Connections Trip - Cambodia

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

18-20 ATSIM Youth Culture Camp
25-27 PLA
28-3 Institute of Youth Ministry
ADRA Appeal (dates to come)

NOVEMBER
2
9
16
23
29-1
30

Darwin, Palmerstone Investiture
Mackay, Ayr Investiture
Mount Isa Investiture
Alice Springs, FNQ Investiture
Teen/High School Camp
Edmonton Investiture

7

Townsville Investiture

DECEMBER
2020

January - Junior Camp Somerset Dam
Overseas Mission Trip**
* Local Church Initiative
** Opportunities to be announced mid 2019

To find out more about our courses or to
apply online, visit www.avondale.edu.au
phone +61 2 4980 2377 or
email study@avondale.edu.au

10 December 2018

Avondale College Ltd trading as Avondale College of Higher Education
CRICOS Provider No: 02731D | TEQSA: PRV12015 | ABN: 53 108 186 401 | RTO: 91191
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yOUTH
JANUARY

1-6 AUC Camporee

2019

FEBRUARY

8-11 Converge
20-21 Growing Young
22-24 Leadership Summit

MARCH

16 Global Youth Day
17-23 Youth Revival (YWOP)

APRIL

7-14 STORM Co*

MAY

3-6 Youth & Young Adult
Camp
24-26 Northern Youth
Regional

JUNE

7-9 Alice Springs Youth
Weekend
28-6 July Big Camp

JULY

19-21 Mount Isa Youth
Weekend
26-27 Apologetics

AUGUST

2-5 Darwin Church Family Camp
16-18 Divinely Made
23-25 Boys Day Out*

SEPTEMBER

22-29 Teen Expedition
30 - 4WD Camp

OCTOBER

18-20 ATSIM Youth Culture Camp
25-27 PLA
28- 3 Nov Institute of Youth
Ministry

NOVEMBER

2 Darwin, Palmerstone Investiture
9 Mackay, Ayr Investiture
16 Mount Isa Investiture
23 Alice Springs, FNQ Investiture
29- 1 Dec Teen/High School Camp
30 Edmonton Investiture

DECEMBER

7 Townsville Investiture

2020

January - Junior Camp**
Overseas Mission Trip TBA
*Local Church Initiative
** Bus run from Cairns through to
Somerset Dam. Junior camp is in
partnership with SQLD Conference

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to Myself.”
John 12:32

