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Editorial

HEADS AND HANDS
It’s not every day you get to experience a one in a 1000
year natural disaster, but a few short weeks ago that was
what happened to 190,000 Townsville residents. 3,300
homes were flooded, plus many businesses, leaving
people homeless and their livelihoods in jeopardy. Even
though the recovery phase is in full swing, many are still
incredibly impacted by the flooding, both physically
and emotionally. This has been mitigated somewhat
by the thousands of volunteers, paid and unpaid, who
have swarmed into the affected Townsville suburbs
and assisted with cleanup, rubbish removal, mould
control, meals and accommodation, financial grants,
counselling, donations and much more.

What troubles me is why many Townsville Seventh-day
Adventists chose not to assist devastated flood victims
in any practical way. A handful may have good reasons
- granted. We read and study our Bibles, but if all that
information doesn’t create in us a heart to serve those
around us like Jesus would, then what’s the point? When
Jesus saw a bunch of religious people with heads full of
theology and hands idle, He pronounced: “Therefore
I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people who will produce its
fruit.” (Matthew 21:43) He made the same point linking
salvation to our humanitarian action in the sheep and
goats story mentioned above.

I noted with interest what our Seventh-day Adventist
folk did in response. It was a proud moment to see
several dozen members and their pastors marshal
together on a weekend and head out to assist, some
even during church time on Sabbath. Others have
been busy during the week in helping friends and
neighbours and volunteering with different community
organisations. It was almost a literal fulfilment of the
sheep and goats story in Matthew 25 where the hungry
were fed, the thirsty given something to drink, the
naked clothed and the stranger given shelter.

Over the past few weeks, I have seen lots of people
who are demonstrating Kingdom fruitage. Some
were Christians of other denominations who involved
themselves in an incredible array of initiatives to bring
relief to suffering residents. Others were ordinary folk
from the community who have never had the word
Jesus on their lips, in a reverent way, yet had huge
hearts and a love and passion to help those in need.
And there were also some Seventh-day Adventists
who’s head knowledge compelled their hands to action
as they witnessed the distressing plight of those around
them.

In this story that Jesus told about the sheep and the
goats, I am challenged by the punchline that our
eligibility for Heaven is based not on what we KNOW,
but on what we DO for others. If what we know doesn’t
impact what we do to help those in need, then it is
meaningless. That’s the point James was making when
he said:
“Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food
or clothing, and you say, ‘Good-bye and have a good
day; stay warm and eat well’—but then you don’t give
that person any food or clothing. What good does that
do? So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it
produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.”
(James 2:15-17)

The Townsville floods have highlighted a disconnect
between heads and hands in some Adventists, and we
have an opportunity to correct this in preparation for
the Kingdom. If we read and study our Bibles correctly,
we will supernaturally grow more in love with Jesus
and with one another. This in turn motivates us to be
the hands and feet of Jesus and be first in helping those
in need. Then one day soon we will stand with those
who are His in our community and hear the words “well
done thou good and faithful servant…enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.” (Matthew 25:21)

Darren Slade
President
Northern Australian Conference
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CFO/SECRETARY
NATALIE SCOTT - CFO/ SECRETARY REPORT
BOARDS

It was exciting to start our 2019 Board of Directors meetings with a face-to-face meeting. A great opportunity to get
the Directors together and look at our Strategic Planning.
The Board of Seventh-day Adventist Church (Northern Australian Conference) Limited met over the weekend of 8-10
February 2019 in Townsville, QLD. Michael Worker (Secretary, Australian Union Conference) joined us as we started
some big picture thinking about what is our purpose, what are our values, explored our strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats. This work will continue as we meet during 2019. We are working towards a Strategic Plan
to take to Session in 2020.
The Board of Seventh-day Adventist Schools (Northern
Australia) Limited met over the weekend of 15-17 February
in Mackay, QLD. It was wonderful to visit Carlisle Adventist
Christian College and Carlisle Adventist Early Learning Centre
(ELC) with the Board to see first-hand the campus, facilities
and meet with the local School Advisory Committee. We
created time to fellowship and worship together with our
staff and their families on Friday and Sabbath. Jack Ryan,
our Education Director, shared a very powerful message
based on Jeremiah 18:1-6, where Jack worked the potter’s
wheel and we got to see the creation of a beautiful vase,
which was then broken, kneaded and able to be shaped
by the potter again into another beautiful vessel. Our time
together as a Board focused on the strategic direction of
our Schools, including each school’s development of a
Rolling School Improvement Plan that will inform the Site
Development Plans.

BIG CAMP
We hope you have been making plans to come to Big Camp 2019! The dates are Friday 28 June to Saturday 6 July.
Application are open to register for Big Camp. A key change you will see this year is that everyone must complete an
application form if staying on the grounds. This application will be able to be completed either online or a paper form
(which can be emailed or posted in). Applications will not be taken over the phone as everyone needs to ensure they
have read and understood the terms and conditions. There are many great events planned for camp and we hope
you can come and worship with us this year. We are working to make sure there are more vegetarian sausages for the
Sanitarium Breakfast (we ran out last year!).
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Education
CARLISLE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Carlisle Adventist Christian College in Mackay welcomed
the first school term with their outreach programs Mesh &
Connect@Carlisle on the 22 & 23 February. Mesh is a highschool event involving food, games and a youth program.
Connect@Carlisle is a community-church event focused
on building relationships and introducing people to
Jesus. The goal of these programs is to share the love of
Jesus to not only the students, but their families along
with the wider community.
Dr. John Hammond featured as the guest speaker for
the weekend and shared his testimony, along with many
other stories of how Jesus has worked in his life. There
was a great turn out for both events, and staff and local
church members are praying that God move in a mighty
way.
The next Mesh and Connect@Carlisle will follow the
school’s Week of Spiritual Emphasis (March 18 – 23) and
feature Pr. Jacob Ugljesa from Toowoomba. Please keep
Carlisle and their mission for outreach in your prayers.

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
On Friday the 1st March, Riverside Adventist Christian
School held their Clean Up Australia Day. The students
donned gloves, rubbish bags and hats and headed down
to the river and cleaned all the park area from behind
the school right up to the bridge. Bags were filled with
all kinds of rubbish and the parks left lovely and clean for
all to enjoy.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
On Thursday March 28, Riverside Adventist Christian
School participated in their annual swimming carnival
at the Kirwan Aquatic Centre. The weather was perfect
for the activities and the students were enthusiastically competitive amongst themselves and their teams
while remaining supportive of all individual contributions and achievements. It was a fantastic day with
everyone getting the opportunity to compete, play
and challenge themselves and their peers.
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Church News
MACKAY

LEADERSHIP RETREAT

On Sabbath 2nd February, Pastors Ragoso Tagaloa
and Maciej Kuberek organised a Leadership Retreat for
church leaders from around the Mackay Region to start
the year off with the primary focus on “Being Missional”.
The day started with Pr. Maciej encouraging Mackay
leaders to participate in the 100-day Conflict of the Ages
Series reading challenge.
They were blessed with Christos Spero, who inspired
them to be missional their our communities and think
about the type of church the community expects. Ray
Moaga challenged them to have a better relationship
with those in the community, telling how to go about
bringing Jesus to the community. He shared his own
personal experiences and testimony and introduced

attendees to the ‘I am’ series, as a way of reaching out to
contacts with on a daily basis.
One participant said, “Our leadership program focused
on mission and how we share Jesus and our relationship
with Him. We were challenged to think about sharing
Jesus in innovative ways.”
There were opportunities for group discussion and
practical tools were shared. Tools that we can be used in
personal mission activities. Everyone felt encouraged to
begin using these tools in their area of mission.
The day included delicious and nutritious food prepared
and served by the Joy Chimers.

MEALTIME ON MILTON - ADRA COMMUNITY DINNER A WINNER!

Despite kicking the year off with a wet start and low numbers, the second Mealtime on Milton ADRA community dinner
for the year was a winner. Mackay folk were blessed with clear weather, delicious food, a fabulous team of volunteers
and, best of all, 43 community members that joined for dinner. Lots of new appreciative faces, and fantastic positive
comments, meant the feeling in the air was warm and welcoming and it left the team of volunteers feeling inspired
and enthusiasm levels have risen. The week also ended on a high note with the news that the local ADRA Op Shop will
provide the much needed funding for the remainder of the year! Praise God for this wonderful evening shared with
the community and pray for the Holy Spirit to build relationships with those around the Mackay community.
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Convention Centre/Youth
TEAM TOWNSVILLE SHINES

Most Townsville residents have gone back to life as
usual however there are still many people who require
assistance with debris removal from their homes. The
imminent emergency situation from the Townsville
floods may have passed but the recovery response still
continues.
Riverside Convention Centre was approached by
Townsville City Council to provide accommodation for
Team Rubicon, a volunteer agency who unites the skills
and experiences of Australian Defence Force veterans
with first responders to rapidly deploy emergency
response teams around the globe. For the past month
team Rubicon volunteers have been staying in the Hall
complex while deployed in Townsville to coordinator the
volunteer recovery response in Townsville (February 9 to
March 8).
Each night, volunteer kitchen teams from the Townsville

churches have provided meals for these amazing
volunteers. This has been a mammoth commitment for
Coordinator Peggy Thwaites and her team of 14 cooks and
kitchen hands who have rotated responsibilities to provide
an average of 25 meals every night for the past 4 weeks.
That’s a total of 600 meals over 24 consecutive nights.
It has also been a blessing to the catering crew as this was a
wonderful way to spread the love of Jesus in such a practical
and relational way. As each new wave of volunteers came
in, you started the week as strangers and ended the week
as friends. Over and over again members of Team Rubicon
have expressed their overwhelming thankfulness and
gratitude for the sacrifice and service (not to mention the
amazingly good meals) that was served to them by the
catering crew.
A huge thank you to the cooks and kitchen hands who have
committed to serving these wonderful volunteers who
have done so much to bless the Townsville community in
this time of crisis. Also thanks to Aitkenvale SDA Church
who have made the use of the hall possible at this time.

CONVERGE
The 8th-11th of February 2019, marked the annual AUC
youth event “Converge.” A few of the NAC Youth made the
long trip down south to Stuarts Point, NSW.
From the moment of arrival, we were greeted with the
familiar atmosphere, familiar faces and anticipation for
the amazing weekend ahead of us. For some of the group
the whole experience would be new, but at the conclusion
of the weekend the whole group would feel the same way
that they wished the weekend didn’t have to come to an
end.
Pr Tacyana Nixon and Pr Simon Gigliotti were the speakers
for the weekend, sharing inspiring ways to view our
relationship with God and how to share this with others
through discipleship. The praise and worship team did
an amazing job leading in both collective and personal
worship to the Lord, reminding attendees of their love for
Jesus and their desire to commit their lives to him.
The whole weekend was spent together sharing
experiences, food, laughter, activities, common
challenges, and a mutual love for Jesus. There were many
wonderful reunions throughout the time there, in addition
to many new friendships.
Even though it was only a weekend, these friendships and

memories we made will remain with the Youth forever.
Those attending want to make sure that the inspiration
and passion they received from Converge continues to
spread into the local communities through missional
living.
“We are so grateful to everyone who came, as well as all
those involved who made it all possible. We hope that you
can join us next year, as youth across Australia converge
for Jesus. See you there!”
Written by Nathan Burke
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THE MONTH OF MARCH THE ADVENTIST BOOK CENTRE IS FOCUSING ON OUR
DEVOTIONAL LIFE WITH JESUS. WHETHER YOU ARE A MOTHER, FATHER, BOY OR GIRL,
WE ALL NEED TO SPEND TIME WITH JESUS.

Illustrated Words of Jesus for Women
by Carolyn Larsen $18.95
This 366-day devotional takes women on an exploration of Jesus' words of
wisdom, insight, and love, accompanied by Carolyn Larsen's precious reflections.
Every page features Scripture verses to colour and ruled lines for notes. Lay-flat
binding, presentation page.

Bible in 366 Days For Men of Faith (NLT)
by Angus Buchan $15.95
This handy devotional takes men through 366 key Bible passages over the
course of a year - a wonderful way to get into God's Word! It features
the easy-to-read NLT (New Living Translation) with short reflections
from Angus Buchan, helping men to really step out in faith! Includes
ribbon marker.

Little God Time for Kids 365
Daily Devotions Series $16.95
This 365-day devotional offers young children the godly wisdom
and insight they need for each day. These reflections, scriptures and
prayers show kids that they are each unique and that God is loving,
caring, and good. Ages 4-7.

Visit: AdventistBooks.com.au or 55 Leopold Street Aitkenvale.
Phone No. (07) 4728 7097
Limited stock is available so get in quick.

