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As I was out doing a few things the other day, the song “All 
By Myself” came across the airwaves. I mused on what I 
thought were the words to the chorus:
 
 All by myself
 I wanna be
 All by myself
 
So it was a surprise when I was corrected by my wife 
because the line actually is “Don’t wanna be, All by 
myself.” What I thought was an anthem for introverts all 
these years was actually expressing the opposite!
 
Well, this song speaks to the experience many are 
facing at the moment of being by themselves and 
how discouraging it is after a while. But I wonder if the 
opposite, my version of the song, more accurately reflects 
some of us Adventists when it comes to mission. You 
see, much of our evangelism plans have simply stopped 
because we are unable to access our buildings or meet 
in sufficient numbers to make it work. But if our witness 
depends on a building or large gatherings, then we have a 
problem. Our problem is an artificial reliance - a mindset 
born out of tradition that there is only one way to do 
things.
 
Covid-19 is challenging all we know about how to do 
church and mission. We have been incredibly adaptable 
when it comes to alternative ways of doing church, but not 
so with mission. In this regard it appears we are content 
to be all by ourselves. Yet it need not be so because we 
have wonderful examples in the New Testament of how 
early disciples shared faith without buildings and crowds. 
So what if we were to re-read the Book of Acts, praying for 
discernment and a divine restlessness for mission so that 
we get out of the “all by myself” rut? Sounds like a good 
way forward for a disciple!

Darren Slade
President

Northern Australian Conference

CFO/SECRETARY/STEWARDSHIP REPORT
I paused to think about what to write for this edition… and 
in that pause considered that I, like most of you, haven’t 
really had time to stop and pause for many months due to 
COVID-19…  I thought this week I’d share a personal experi-
ence from my life that might be relevant for where people find 
themselves at the moment, or in the not too distant future.

From time to time resources come across my desk, usually 
focused on varying aspects of Stewardship (Time, Talent, 
Treasure). One came this week called “The Giving Equation: 
working out your relationship with God and money” by Ken 
Long.  My usual approach is a quick flick, turn to the back and 
read the blurb. This one sounded interesting: “…explaining 
two different mindsets towards our personal finances: the 
G-economy and the Me-economy.” [spoiler alert – I’m not 
going to tell all – you can find out more at https://record.
adventistchurch.com/2020/07/02/new-book-recalculates-the-
value-of-giving/]

It’s a long time ago now and I won’t give too many of the per-
sonal details, other than I bought a house with another party.  
We were paying $1,000 a week mortgage and it was secured 
by both the house we jointly owned and a unit I owned. As 
time went on the other party stopped paying their half of the 
mortgage. I couldn’t cover the mortgage payment on my own, 
plus bare basic living expenses (food, fuel/bus fare to get to 
work), electricity/water, or tithe and offerings. I remember one 
Friday evening standing in the kitchen and praying, asking 
God what to do because I was seriously considering stopping 
paying my tithe to try to make ends meet. Memory verses 
I had learned as a child came to mind (see Matt 22:21, Phil 
4:19, 1 Peter 5:7). I was convicted in that moment, right there 
in my kitchen, that no matter what, I would pay my tithe first 
and claim the promise that God would take care of everything 
else. To this day, it still doesn’t add up how the mortgage was 
paid, the bank didn’t foreclose and I had enough food to eat, 
could get to work and any electricity/water. The other party 
would make a nominal payment, in addition to my regular 
recurring payment and it would be just enough to hold the 
bank at bay for another fortnight. It was a really stressful time 
in my life and I always remember how I trusted God and He 
took care of me. I pray that this is your experience as you jour-
ney this unsettling time in earth’s history – that you will look 
to God first and follow His leading in your life. By the way, you 
have to make time to pause and listen to His voice to be able 
to hear it and follow.

God Bless, Natalie Scott
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I had the opportunity to connect with the Katherine group 
taking their Sabbath School training by using the disciple.
org.au as a resource for them and taking their prayer 
meeting. It was an awesome time of hearing their stories 
and how God has been blessing them in their communi-
ty. The ministry in Katherine is lead out by Andrew and 
Jennette Johnson. God is blessing the team in Katherine as 
God has multiplied their church numbers with many kids 
and Church members from 8 people to an average number 
of 50 and on a good day 108 people max.

KATHERINE CHURCH

 Jesus Who Is He?  $23.95
Regardless of your worldview, you will find these 
20 episodes from the life of Jesus beautiful and 

challenging. With inspiring applications for every-
day life, this book is ideal for personal, family and 

small-group studies.  

Memory Makeover.  $39.95
Alzheimer’s and other neurodegenerative diseases 

represent the field of greatest 
Biomedical failure.  But Dr Wes Youngberg com-

bines a heart-warming story with rational, effective 
precision-medicine approach to cognitive decline.

WHILE STOCKS LAST
CALL (07) 47287097 OR ORDER ONLINE AT 

ADVENTISBOOKCENTRE.COM.AU

TRAVIS SIUTU

Aitkenvale church outdoors service on  
Sabbath the 1st  of August.

AITENVALE CHURCH
ALFREDO CAMPOS

BAPTISM

Chantal Umotoni Spero joined the   
Aitkenvale Church family through baptism 
on the 6th of June. Chantal’s happy day  
sharing with her family.



Page 3

At the recent closure of the Townsville ADRA Op Shop, the shop Local Management Committee (LMC) has decided 
to offer churches across NAC up to $1,000 for a community service project or event to be held in the next 6 months. 
Please note that the event/project needs to have a focus on church members connecting/serving or interacting with 
your local community with the community’s well-being in 
mind as the main focus.

If you are interested, please speak to your pastor or ADRA 
Representative who can contact Charlene Luzuk by email on 
charleneluzuk@adventist.org.au 

After considering the application, funding will be distributed 
as available, depending on number of applications and in 
relation to expected community impacts. Applications must 
be for new initiatives only.

Applications close Sept 15th, 2020.

The LMC also want to thank Rosemary and the team of  
amazing volunteers who have served the community at the 
shop over the many years that it has been operating. We know the community loved our shop, and there have been 
so many positive impacts on the people there. Thankyou.

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
CHARLENE LUZUK

Oren Hess, 47, passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, 4th July 2020 in his home in Apopka, 
Florida (USA). He was born on 21st February 1973 
and is the eldest son of Julian and Catherine Hess. 
Oren was raised in Mackay (QLD) until he moved 
to America in 1998 to marry Julie and together 
they had two children, Ethan (20) and Alysha (18). 
He is deeply missed by his wife, children, parents 
and his siblings and their spouses, Adam & Tracy, 
Nereda & Mick and Kieran & Emma and his many 
nieces and nephews. Oren was well known for his 
musical talent and expertise in furniture making. A 
memorial service is being planned for family and 
friends who knew and loved Oren and will be held 
in Mackay in early October. Details will be provid-
ed once confirmed. It was always Oren’s wishes to 
return to his home in Mackay. A Memorial Fund 
has been set up in his name to help make this pos-
sible for the family. 

FUNERAL NOTICE

Please join us this Tuesday night online, 18th 
August @ 7:15pm, with special guest Beryl 

Landers (Women’s Ministry Director, Greater 
Sydney Conference) as she shares a devo-

tion with us. If you don’t already have the link 
please email:

NatheneaMacRae@adventist.org.au

FLOURISH CONNECT
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT

TACO ABOUT IT TUESDAYS

Friday night, July 31 we had Pastor Sim-
eon Gigliotti who is the Youth Director 
for Greater Sydney Conference on Zoom 
to share with our young people on the 
topic of Identity. It was a great time of 
reflection for our youth that we all strug-
gle with our Identity, but the good news 
is that we are all created in the image of 
God. Pastor Simon’s talk was followed by 
discussion time based on his topic. 
Unplugged will be on tonight and we will 
have the Tasmanian Youth Director Pastor 
Daniel Matteo sharing Legit Battles in the 

Spirit Realm. More infomation on NAC 
Youth Facebook page.

UNLUPPGED




